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[bookmark: _GoBack]Jessica Mars, 18, is currently serving as the 2016-2017 Indiana FFA State President. Jessica has been an FFA member for 5 years, and is passionate about advocating for the Indiana FFA Association, as well as representing the agriculture industry. Jessica is beyond excited to be serving the nearly 12,000 members in the state of Indiana. She is the daughter of Mike and Kristy Mars. 

In her 5 years wearing the blue jacket, Jessica has been a leader in her chapter, serving as Chapter President for 2 years as well as Public Relations Committee Chairperson. She is extremely involved in her chapter’s Fish Fry and Plant Sale fundraisers, as well as being named Outstanding FFA member and FFA Determination Award recipient. Jessica has attended conferences at both state and national levels including Premier Leadership Training, Leadership Development Workshop, Foundations in Reaching Excellence, and Seeking Opportunities Achieving Results, as well as the Washington Leadership Conference in Washington D.C. She has also had the honor of serving as a counselor for S.O.A.R, where she had the opportunity to mentor fellow members from across the state. Jessica had the experience of volunteering at Indiana State Fair set-up and workdays, as well as attending National and State FFA Conventions. She gives back by helping younger members prepare for leadership contests, helping with Kids Against Hunger; warmth drives, and canned food drives.  

Jessica has been active in a variety of Career Development Events, including winning District IV Leadership Ambassador Contest her senior year. At the district level, Jessica and her partner have placed 1st in Agribusiness Management Demonstration their freshman and senior years, as well as placing 1st in Plant and Soil Science Demonstration, and Natural Resources Demonstration. Other than leadership CDE’s, Jessica also competes on her district-winning Parliamentary Procedure team. She has also been an active member of her Dairy Foods Judging Team for 3 years. 

When she is not working on her CDE’s, Jessica is often working on her Supervised Agriculture Experience that grew from her job at a dog boarding kennel. Her Placement SAE in Small Animal Production and Care includes the general care of all dogs whether they are boarded dogs, breeding dogs, or show dogs. Her main responsibilities include feeding, grooming, and exercising the dogs. She also studies the business aspect of the kennel by working in the office, corresponding with clients, and making employee schedules. She has expanded her knowledge of dog showing and breeding by assisting her boss in artificial inseminations, as well as caring for pregnant dogs and newborn puppies. Jessica was named the District IV Proficiency winner for all of her hard work in this area. 

Jessica is an active member of many high school and community organizations. She is the Editor-in-Chief of the Newspaper Staff, an active member of the National Honor Society, a service-learning student in her school’s clinic, and a member of The Sunshine Society. Within her community, she is a member of a volunteer service board called Youth as Resources, as well as a 10-year 4-H member. 4-H has given her the opportunity to be a camp counselor for 5 years, and attend Purdue Roundup and State Junior Leader Conferences. She represents her Leadership Team by being a member of the Agriculture Advisory Board where she can give input about FFA policies and Agricultural Education courses. 

Education is of upmost importance in her life, and Jessica is ranked 23 out of 248 students in her class. With a 4.03 GPA, Jessica graduated with Academic and Technical Honors Diplomas. After completing her year of service, Jessica’s future plans include attending Purdue University and majoring in Agribusiness Management with the hopes of becoming one of the top leaders in the agriculture industry.
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.










