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[bookmark: _GoBack]Chaela Minor, 18, is honored to be serving as the 2016-2017 Indiana FFA State Secretary. Chaela is extremely excited for the opportunity to serve the nearly 12,000 members of the Indiana FFA Association. Chaela is the proud daughter of Jesse and Laura Minor, and Dawn Curtis.

During her five years of active membership in her blue corduroy jacket, Chaela has been a key leader and active member on all levels of the organization. As a member of the Clay City FFA Chapter, Chaela has served as the Chapter President for two years, Vice President, and Greenhand Secretary. She has been recognized as the Star Greenhand and was a recipient of the Purdue Junior Scholar Award.  On the District level, Chaela was stationed by the rising sun as the District VII President, and served as the 2014-2015 District VII Secretary.  As District President, Chaela was a member of the Indiana FFA Executive Committee. At the State level, Chaela has had the honor of not only being a camper at the Seeking Opportunities Achieving Results and Foundations in Achieving Results conferences, but a counselor for two years as well. She has also been an attendant of the Leadership Development Workshop and Premier Leadership Training. Chaela has volunteered to assist with the set up and cleanup of the Indiana FFA Pavilion at the Indiana State Fair, as well as worked at the Country Market for three years. At the national level, Chaela was selected to serve as Indiana’s alternate delegate for the 88th National Convention and Expo and attended the 2015 Washington Leadership Conference.

Chaela has been successful in both Career and Leadership Development Events.  She has placed in the top two at the district level in Soil Judging for the past three years, granting her the opportunity to advance to the state competition.  Chaela has presided over Clay City’s Chapter Meeting team for the past two years. In 2015, Chaela found herself with a first place finish in the Extemporaneous Public Speaking contest at district, and a third place title in her Food Science Demonstration at the state level. This year, she is blessed with the opportunity to compete in both Extemporaneous Public Speaking and Leadership Ambassador at the state level, after grabbing a first place finish in both at her district competition.  
Chaela’s Supervised Agriculture Experience is Agricultural Education Placement.  She can be found in her high school’s agriculture department as an intern for two periods of the school day.  Chaela has developed and implemented lesson plans about agriculture in the Introduction to Agriculture class, focusing primarily on student engagement. Her proficiency application was awarded a third place finish at the state level in 2015.

In addition to being an active member in the FFA, Chaela has been involved in her school and community throughout her high school career.  She has been a member of Students Against Destructive Decisions, Class of 2016 Officers, German Club, Interact Service Club, and Family Career Community Leaders of America. She was chosen to be a delegate for both the Richard G. Lugar Symposium and Hoosier Girl State, and selected as a Lilly Endowment Scholarship Finalist. Chaela is involved in the Clay County Junior Leaders and the National 4-H Organization, where she was honored to be the 2014 County Fair Princess and the 2015 Round Robin Showmanship Champion. She has coordinated many community service projects in an effort to serve her community.

Chaela graduated as 1st out of 58 in her graduating class, with a Core 40 with Academic Honors Diploma. Chaela was named a Southwestern Indiana Conference All-Academic recipient in 2016. She plans to attend Purdue University to pursue a degree in Agriculture and Life Sciences Education. Upon receiving her bachelor’s degree, Chaela intends to return to Indiana where she will teach agriculture in a high school classroom and be an FFA Advisor.  
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.










