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Hamilton County Prosecutor Advocates for Senate Bill 206
Lee Buckingham asks House committee to pass legislation protecting child victims

(INDIANAPOLIS — Feb. 11, 2020) — Hamilton County Prosecutor Lee Buckingham appeared
before the Indiana House Judiciary Committee on Monday to testify in favor of Senate Bill 206,
a bill protecting child sexual assault victims from being re-traumatized by depositions.

SB 206 eliminates discovery depositions for child victims of sexual assault. For victims of these
heinous crimes, re-telling the experience over and over in a deposition, sometimes with the
defendant in the room with them, is incredibly traumatic. The bill received overwhelming bi-
partisan support in the Indiana Senate, where it passed 49-1.

The bill, authored by Sen. Mark Messmer, R-Jasper, and sponsored by Rep. Jerry Torr, R-
Carmel, attempts to alleviate that trauma for the state’s most vulnerable and bring Indiana on par
with 45 others states and the Federal judicial system. Indiana is one of only five states in the
nation with unfettered access to depositions.

“What these child victims have to go through, it’s very difficult,” Buckingham said. “Eliminating
the deposition, in my estimation, would be a huge step forward and help alleviate some of the
trauma they experience.”

Defendants would still have access to the victim’s forensic interview, which are conducted by a
trained professional and video recorded, and the right to confrontation in a trial, as provided in
both the U.S. and Indiana constitutions.

Messmer is joined on the bill by Republican Sens. Mike Young and Linda Rodgers as well as
Democrat Sens. Lonnie Randolph and Tim Lanane.

About the Indiana Prosecuting Attorneys Council: IPAC is a non-partisan, independent state judicial
branch agency that supports Indiana's 91 prosecuting attorneys and their chief deputies. It is governed by
a 10-member board of directors of elected prosecuting attorneys. IPAC assists prosecuting attorneys in
the preparation of manuals, legal research and training seminars. It serves as a liaison to local, state, and
federal agencies, study commissions, and community groups in an effort to support law enforcement and
promote the fair administration of justice.
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