
INSIDER THREAT MITIGATION

• Understand: Familiarize yourself with your 
insider threat policy. Know what actions might 
be considered threats, your role in preventing 
them, and how to report concerns.

• Stay informed: Participate in risk assessment 
activities when asked. Your input helps the 
organization understand potential vulnerabilities 
and develop appropriate safeguards.

• Be aware: Stay alert to unusual activities or 
behavior around you. If you notice co-workers 
accessing information they shouldn’t or acting 
suspiciously with internal data or systems, 
report it.

• Take action: Follow security protocols 
consistently, report any suspicious incidents 
promptly, and cooperate with monitoring 
processes.

HOW DO INSIDERS THREATEN SECURITY? 

• Data theft: Stealing sensitive information, 
often for personal gain, or to sell

• Fraud: Deceiving an organization for 
personal financial gain, often through false 
representations or concealment of facts

• Espionage: The secret gathering of military, 
political, commercial, or other information 
using spies, secret agents, or illegal 
monitoring devices

• Sabotage of systems or processes: 
Deliberately damaging or disrupting equipment, 
systems, or operations to cause harm or 
financial loss

• Unauthorized access or disclosure of 
information: Accessing or sharing sensitive 
data without proper permission, either 
intentionally or accidentally

TYPES OF INSIDER THREATS

An insider could unintentionally compromise security 
without malicious intent by:

• Discussing classified information in unsecured 
locations

• Losing a work device containing sensitive data

• A spy leaking classified information to 
foreign entities

• An official manipulating records for 
personal gain

Intentional insider threats involve deliberate actions 
by individuals to harm the organization or benefit 
themselves:

Recognizing the signs of potential insider threats is a critical step in preserving the integrity 
of our organization and the safety of the information we’re entrusted to protect.

Every employee plays a crucial role in identifying and preventing insider threats, which pose a 
significant risk to the security of the government sector.
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