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early acquisition fact sheet
How is Early Acquisition different?

There are several amendments that affect real estate acquisition and relocation that receives Federal funding. Early Acquisition clarifies and expands the types of property interests that may be federally-funded under 23 U.S.C 108. Section 1302 also revises the conditions under which property may be acquired prior to the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review of the project that could use the property. 
How do these changes affect the Uniform Offer?
When a parcel is identified for early acquisition, it must be acquired through negotiation, without the threat of condemnation. If the early acquisition offer is not accepted within the negotiation period, it will not be processed for condemnation. Instead, it will be rescinded in writing.

You may receive another offer in the future that will not be considered “early acquisition.” It is also possible that after the early acquisition offer is rescinded, there will be no other future offer. If this other future offer is not accepted and we cannot come to an agreement on the acquisition, the Indiana Department of Transportation will have the right to file suit to condemn and appropriate the required acquisition. 
What about Relocation Assistance?

Rules dictate that early acquisition “will not result in a reduction or elimination of benefits or assistance to a displaced person required by the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act) and title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.” 

What does this mean?

If the offer is accepted:

· The Uniform Act states that persons displaced by voluntary acquisitions are not entitled to Relocation Assistance. However, Early Acquisition overrides this rule if the offer is accepted. 
If the offer is not accepted:

· Any Relocation Assistance that displaced persons would be entitled to will be rescinded as there will be no displacement. This applies to owner-occupant as well as tenants.
If a new offer is made later:
· A new determination may be made for Relocation Assistance eligibility that will not be affected by acceptance or rejection of the new offer under normal Uniform Act rules as this new offer will be subject to possible condemnation.
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