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Proprietary Materials – Justification & Approval Process

Requirement: State/Federal
Design Memorandum No. 19-11

To ensure competitive bidding, the designer should restrict the use of proprietary materials on a
project. A proprietary material is defined through specifications that are so specific that only one
product will satisfy the requirements, if a situation occurs where the use of a proprietary material 
will enhance safety, control costs, or will improve the project design, the use of a proprietary 
material may be justifiable. 
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 Justification: 
 Identify 3 or more
 Certification that no suitable equal exists 
 Certification that product is essential for
 Public-Interest Finding (PIF); suitable alternatives exist but 

they are not the most cost- effective or in the public’s best 
interest 

 Certification for experimental purposes, Work Plan included 
 Programmatic Approval for PIF / certification, Work Plan 

included 
 Editable versions of the forms appear on the Department’s 

website at www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms


http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms
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 NO SUITABLE EQUAL EXISTS
Figure 17-1C
 Describe Project’s Unique Needs
 Product History
 Evaluate Pool of Products
 Evaluate Products Cost
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 Synchronization:
Figure 17-1D
 Describe Project’s Unique Needs
 Product History
 Evaluate Pool of Products
 Evaluate Products Cost
 Product Compatibility 
 Product Maintenance 
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 Public Interest Finding:
Figure 17-1E
 Describe Project’s Unique Needs
 Product History
 Evaluate Pool of Products
 Evaluate Products Cost
 Product Compatibility 
 Product Maintenance 
 Engineering Analysis
 Expanded Economic Analysis
 Performance Implication
 Supplemental Documentation
 Length Of time that approval is effective 



Proprietary Materials – Justification & Approval 
Process

 Programmatic Certification:
 Figure 17-1F
 Describe Project’s Unique Needs
 Product History
 Evaluate Pool of Products
 Evaluate Products Cost
 Length Of time that approval is effective 
The current Programmatic Proprietary Material 
Approvals list available on the Highway Design & 
Technical Support Division webpage, at 
http://www.in.gov/indot/2684.htm.

http://www.in.gov/indot/2684.htm


Proprietary Materials – Justification & Approval 
Process

 Experimental 
 Figure 17-1 C
 Describe Project’s Unique Needs
 Product History
 Evaluate Pool of Products
 Evaluate Products Cost
 Work plan   
Procedure described in the INDOT Guidelines for Initiating and Reporting 
Experimental Features Studies should be followed
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Approval Process: 
Submit At Or before Stage 2 Submittal through ERMS
Project Manager
Highway Design Director Road or Bridge
Manager of Traffic Administration, Traffic Engineering 
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 THE ROAD ZIPPER SYSTEM®

Moving People. Safer. Faster. Smarter . . . Better
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