US 41 Pedestrian Bridge

Des No. 1902709 Vanderburgh County, Indiana

APPENDIX F: PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT



HNTB Corporation 111 Monument Circle Telephone (317) 636-4682 H NTB
The HNTB Companies Suite 1200 Facsimile (317) 917-5211

Indianapolis, IN 46204 www.hntb.com

July 13, 2020

Re: Vanderburgh County

NOTICE OF SURVEY

Dear Property Owner:

HNTB, on behalf of The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), will perform a survey
for the proposed pedestrian bridge over US 41 near Washington Avenue, located 1.00 mile south
of the intersection of US 41 and SR 66/SR 62, located in Vanderburgh County, Indiana, Des No.
1902709. A portion of this survey work may be performed on your property in order to provide
design engineers information for project design. The survey work will include mapping the
location of features such as trees, buildings, fences, drives, ground elevations, etc. The survey is
needed for the proper planning and design of this highway project.

At this stage we generally do not know what effect, if any, our project may eventually have on
your property. If we determine later that your property is involved, we will contact you with
additional information.

Indiana Code 8-23-7-26 allows HNTB, as the authorized employees of INDOT, Right of Entry to
the project site (including private property) upon proper notification. A copy of a Notice of
Survey discussion sheet, as found on INDOT’s website (http://www.in.gov/indot/2888.htm), is
attached to this letter. Pursuant to Indiana Code 8-23-7-27, this letter serves as written
notification that we will be performing the above noted survey in the vicinity of your property on
or after July 14, 2020.

HNTB employees will show you their identification, if you are available, before coming onto
your property.

If you own but are not the tenant of this property (i.e. rental, sharecrop), please inform us so that
we may also contact the actual tenant of the property prior to commencement of our work. If
you have any questions or concerns regarding our proposed survey work or schedule, please
contact the HNTB Project Manager. This contact information is as follows:

Chris Buergelin, PS

111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(317) 903-4852
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Under Indiana Code 8-23-7-28, you have a right to compensation for any damage that occurs to
your land or water as a result of the entry or work performed during the entry. To obtain such
compensation, you should contact the Vincennes District Real Estate Manager; contact
information is below. The District Real Estate Manager can provide you with a form to request
compensation for damages. Once you fill out this form, you can return it to the District Real
Estate Manager for consideration. If you are not satisfied with the compensation that INDOT
determines is owed to you, Indiana Code 8-23-7-28 provides the following:

The amount of damages shall be assessed by the county agricultural extension
educator of the county in which the land or water is located and two (2) disinterested
residents of the county, one (1) appointed by the aggrieved party and one (1)
appointed by the department. A written report of the assessment of damages shall be
mailed to the aggrieved party and the department by first class United States mail. If
either the department or the aggrieved party is not satisfied with the assessment of
damages, either or both may file a petition, not later than fifteen (15) days after
receiving the report, in the circuit or superior court of the county in which the land or
water is located.

If you have questions regarding the rights and procedures outlined in this letter, please contact the
Indiana Department of Transportation Central Office. This contact information is as follows:

1-855-INDOT4U (463-6848)
www.INDOT4U.com

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely,
HNTB Corporation

T Wﬁlﬁw

William M. Jones
Supervisory Survey Technician
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 North Senate Avenue Eric J. Holcomb, Governor

Room N642 Joe McGuinness, Commissioner
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Meeting Minutes

Meeting Description: US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation — Evansville — Stakeholder Meeting
Meeting Date: Wednesday November 18, 2020 — 11 am Eastern Time/10 am Central Time
Location: Virtual Meeting Via Microsoft Teams

Meeting Attendees:
Todd Robertson, City of Evansville Department of Transportation
Brian Holtz, City of Evansville Parks and Recreation
Pam Drach, Evansville MPO
Seyed Shokouhzade, Evansville MPO
Aaron Huff, Bosse High School
Steve Schaefer, City of Evansville
Troy Arnold, INDOT Project Manager
Rusty Fowler, INDOT
Chris Gentry, INDOT
Brandon Miller, INDOT
Dan Thatcher, HNTB Project Manager
Erica Hass, HNTB Design Lead
Christine Meador, HNTB Environmental Lead

Topics:
e Introduction
o Troy Arnold provided introduction to project and introduced HNTB as the design lead
o All project participants introduced themselves
e Purpose of the Meeting
o Overview of the purpose of the meeting. The intent of the meeting was to provide key
stakeholders with a project update and review of the proposed public information meeting
presentation prior to the public information meeting which is to occur that night.
e Project Update
o To date we have prepared an Alternative Analysis Report which evaluates four different crossing
locations and two crossing types.
0 Purpose of the project is to reduce the potential for pedestrian conflicts
0 Need for the project is due to the high potential for conflict, previous study support for grade
separation and strong local support
e Alternatives Report
o Five Key Decision factors utilized in Alternative Analysis
= Safety — Safety for both pedestrians and vehicular safety
= Convenience and Frequency of Use
» Right-of-way Impacts — minimize the amount of right-of-way to be required
= Utility Impacts — minimize impacts to utilities to the extent possible

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity .'I!E.’it.};e"e'

Employer
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1-69 Finish Line Contract 3 TMP Meeting

» Impacts to future intersection improvements — INDOT is anticipating a reduced conflict
intersection (RCI) improvement at this location in the future. Alternatives were evaluated
for impacts with this future project.

o Two structure types

= Bridge — ramps to a single or two span crossing.

= Tunnel — ramps leading down to a structure under US 41 with lighting and drainage
o Four project crossing locations

= Chandler Avenue —

e Significant distance and existing facilities to return to Washington Ave. are not
well lit
e Bridge would conflict with future RCI project
e Tunnel would have difficulty tying back to High Rail Trail
e Location eliminated from further consideration
= Powell Avenue -
e Significant distance
e Right-of-way acquisition would be required from Bosse High School
e Safety issues with tying into sidewalk near the north end of the High School
football field (not well lit)
e Bridge would conflict with future RCI project
e Tunnel would have difficulty tying back to High Rail Trail
e Location eliminated from further consideration
= Blackford Avenue
e Further evaluated for both bridge and tunnel
= Washington
e Tunnel option could block business
e Bridge option was further evaluated
0 Alternates Examined Further
= Tunnel at Blackford Avenue
e Most expensive
e Pump system for drainage
e Most difficult construction due to closure of US 41
e Conflict with utilities
e Safety concerns with tunnel crossing
= Bridge at Blackford Avenue
e Slightly more expensive than Washington due to increased sidewalk and
infrastructure
e Farther from existing pedestrian travel patterns
0 Recommended Alternative
= Bridge Washington Ave.
e Least expensive
e Most convenient and most closely matches existing pedestrian travel patterns
e Project Schedule
o 2020

= Preliminary Alternative Analysis Report

= Public Information Meeting (NOW)

= Abbreviate Engineers Report

= Preliminary Design & Public Information Meeting #2
= Environmental Studies and analysis
= Final Design and Public Hearing

Page 2 of 3
Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 4 of 185



1-69 Finish Line Contract 3 TMP Meeting

o 2022
= Complete final design
= Property acquisition
o 2023
= Project Letting
e Public Information Meeting
o First Public Information Meeting is tonight
o Stakeholders and neighborhood associations received invitation
o Comment will be accepted through December 4, 2020 seeking public input into the project

e Project Timeline and Next Steps
0 What is next - Review feedback from the meeting

o0 Complete Abbreviated Engineers Report and Design
e Questions

0 No questions from Stakeholders

o0 Discussion of meeting logistics

Page 3 of 3
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11/8/2021

Welcome to the US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation

Public Information Meeting

Introductions and Project Participants

Indiana Department of Transportation

Federal Highway Administration

City of Evansville

Stakeholders

Study Team

Why are We Here?

Provide a project update

Present Preliminary Alternatives Report

Solicit your feedback

Purpose and Need

* Reduce the potential for pedestrian conflicts

¢ High pedestrian use combined with busy existing intersection has
increasing potential for conflicts

¢ Grade Separation is warranted based on previous Engineering
Review for Traffic Safety

¢ Strong local support for project

Existing Conditions

°US41
e Four through lanes
e Two turning lanes

* Washington Avenue
e Four through lanes
* One turning lane

* Bosse High School

* High-Rail Trail

Highlighting Key Decision Factors

Safety

Convenience/Frequency of Use
Right-of-Way Impacts

Utility Impacts

Impacts to future intersection improvements

Des No 1902709

Appendix F, Page 6 of 185



11/8/2021

Structure Types

* Bridge

e Tunnel

Locations Investigated

Locations Investigated

Locations Investigated

10

Locations Investigated

Alternate 1

<~ 4

1 Tunnel at Blackford Avenue
]
et

* Most expensive

e Pump system for drainage

* More difficult construction

e Safety concerns from the public

11

Des No 1902709

12
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11/8/2021

Alternate 2

¢ Slightly higher cost compared to Alternate 3
e Farther from existing pedestrian crossing

Alternate 3

* Recommended

13

14

Schedule

Ways to Comment

Due by December 4, 2020

E ¢ Public statement session

e Comment form
e Email
e Mail

15

16

Ways to Comment

NOTE: Comments posted on Twitter and Facebook
will not be recorded as official project comments

Comments

* Statements recorded at public hearing.
* Written Statements — Comment Sheet, U.S. Postal Service or E-mail

Troy Arnold )
Indiana Department of Transportation
Vincennes District

3650 South US Highway 41
Vincennes, IN 47591
TArnold1@indot.IN.gov
812-895-7348

Christine Meador
HNTB

111 Monument Circle
Suite 1200
Indianapolis IN 46204

cmeador@HNTB.com
317-636-4682
FAX 317-917-5211

+ Comments will be accepted through December 4, 2020.

All comments will be reviewed and evaluated and given full
consideration before final design decisions

17

Des No 1902709

18
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11/8/2021

What's Next?

Review feedback

Develop Abbreviated Engineer’s Report
for selected structure and location

Preliminary Design
Additional Public Information
Final Design

Real estate acquisition
Construction

Website

www.in.gov/indot/4099.htm

19

Thank You

* Please visit with project representatives following the
public comment session
¢ View displays and preliminary plans
¢ Informal questions and answers

e Informal comments are always welcome; however, please
note general conversations are not part of the official record

Thank you for your attendance this evening.

Formal public meeting is adjourned.

21

Des No 1902709

20
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 North Senate Avenue Eric J. Holcomb, Governor
Room N642 855-INDOT4U  Joe McGuinness, Commissioner
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 (855-463-6848)

DES# 1902709

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public meeting beginning at
6:00 p.m. on Wednesday November 18, 2020, at the Benjamin Bosse High School Cafeteria
located at 1300 Washington Avenue, Evansville IN 47714. The public meeting presentation and
comment period will also be broadcast via the INDOT: Southwest (@INDOT VincennesDistrict)
Facebook page located at https://www.facebook.com/INDOTVincennesDistrict/, the INDOT
Southwest (@INDOTSouthwest) Twitter page, or virtually via meeting invite. The purpose of
the public meeting is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment on the
recommended pedestrian crossing of US 41 location and type. The doors will be open at 5:00
p.m. to give meeting participants time to view displays and talk to project representatives prior to
the start of the meeting. The intent of the project is to improve pedestrian safety for individuals
trying to cross US 41.

This project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight Township,
Vanderburgh County, within INDOT’s Vincennes District. The High-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs
along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and connects to the sidewalks on the north
and south side of Washington Avenue. Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast
corner of this intersection. A grade separated crossing is warranted at this location based on the
safety concerns for pedestrian and bicycle traffic at the intersection. Two alternative structure
configurations were considered, a below ground tunnel and a pedestrian bridge. Both options
were considered at four locations within the project area; at East Chandler Avenue, at East
Powell Avenue, at East Blackford Avenue, and the north side of the intersection of US 41 and
Washington Avenue. Based on the preliminary Alternative Report and considering the project
key factors and the comparative cost, a pedestrian bridge at Washington Avenue, is the
recommended alternate. INDOT is seeking stakeholder and public input on this recommendation
prior to proceeding with detailed design. A more detailed analysis of structure characteristics
including structure type, span arrangement, and ramp layout will be evaluated as the next steps in
early 2021.

At present, both state and federal funds are available for construction of the project. A
Categorical Exclusion Level 2 or 4 document will be prepared for this project to fully evaluate
the project impacts. Project materials are available to view at https:/www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm
or upon request.

Persons with limited internet access may request project information be mailed to them. Please
contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN 46204 or
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 for information.

The in-person public meeting will include appropriate social distancing measures. Meeting
attendees and the project team are required to wear masks per local ordinance and will practice

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity .'I!E.’it.};e"e'

Employer
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social distancing. Attendees who do not have a mask will be provided one, and hand sanitation
stations will be available. The public meeting presentation and formal comment period will also
be broadcast live INDOT Southwest Facebook Live (@INDOT VincennesDistrict) and INDOT
Southwest Twitter (@INDOTSouthwest), or virtually via WebEx, so that people may participate
virtually. To request a link to the WebEx Meeting, email Christine Meador at
cmeador@hntb.com.

In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or need
assistance with accessibility to the above documents such as interpreters or readers, please
contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN 46204 or
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 who can provide accommodations.

Comments will be accepted in writing via a comment form or verbally at the public meeting or
via U.S. Postal Service or E-mail. Comments can be submitted to Christine Meador, HNTB, 111
Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN 46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com or INDOT’s
Project Manager, Troy Arnold, Indiana Department of Transportation Vincennes District, 3650
South U.S. Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47591 or TArnold1 @indot.IN.gov. Comments will be
accepted through Friday December 4, 2020.

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section
771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to
carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating:
“Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure
that the process provide full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as
appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Public Involvement Policies and Procedures were approved by
the FHWA on August 16, 2012.

www.in.gov/dot/

An Equal .'ﬂE.’itulae"e'
Opportunity
Employer
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Courier & Press

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORY

HNTB CORP LGL
111 MONUMENT CIR # 1200

INDIANAPOLIS IN 46204-5404

Affidavit of Publication

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
OF LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

Account Number:
1672059

STATE OF WISCONSIN
BROWN COUNTY

RE: HNTB CORP LGL
AD: 0004458950-01
Publication Cost: 99.66

# of Affidavits1
This is not an invoice

,being sworn, am an employee of the Evansville Courier Company, publisher of The Evansville Courier, a daily newspaper
published in the city of Evansville, in said county and state and that the legal advertisement, of which the attached is a true copy,

was printed in its issues of:

EC-Evansville Courier & Press

11/11/2020
11/16/2020

The insertion being on the
The insertion being on the

ﬂi Lyinar 1116 020

_Suammdisdd

Notary Public

Notary is Resident of Brown County, State of Wisconsin

My Commission expires: August 06, 2021

TARA MONDLQOCH
Notary Public
State of Wisconsin

Des No 1902709
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Form Prescribed by State Board of Accounts

General Form Mo, Y9P (Rev. 2002)

To: Evansville Courier & Press

(Governmental Unit)

County, Indiana

Acet #:1672059
Ad #: 0004458950

DATA FOR COMPUTING COST
Width of single column 9.5 ems
Number of insertions 2
Size of type 7 point

Evansville, IN

PUBLISHER’S CLAIM

151 lines, 1 columns wide equals |51 equivalent $99.66
lines at $0.33 per line @ 2 days,

Website Publication 0
Charge for proof(s) of publication p

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIM

Pursuant to the provisions and penalties of IC 5-11-10-1, | here by certify that the foregoing account is
just and correct, that the amount claimed is legally due, after allowing all just credits, and that no part of the same has been pail

Claim No. Warrant No.
IN FAVOR OF
Evansville Courier & Press
Evansville, IN
Vanderburgh County, IN
PO Box 268, Evansville IN 47702

I have examined the within claim and hereby certify
as follows:

That it is in proper form.

This it is duly authenticated as required by law.

That it is based upon statutory authority.

That it is apparently (correct)
(incorrect)

$
On Account of Appropriation For
FED. 1D
#06-1032273
Allowed , 20

In the sum of §

| certify that the within claim is true and correct; that the services
there-in itemized and for which charge is made were ordered by me

and were necessary to the public business.

Des No 1902709
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Indiana Department of Trars.

ortation (INDOTY will hald & pub-
ﬁc meeting beqinning at € 00 p.m.
on Wednesday November 18, 2020,
at *he Besjamin Bosse High School
Cafeteria ~ located  at 1300
Warrington Avenuas, Evanswile IN
47714, The pablie meeting preden-
Lation and comment paried will al-
50 be broadcast via the INDOT
Southwiest (RINDOTVincennesDistri
€1} Facetoos page locsted at hitps:
e facebook comiiM DUTVINCRN
nesDesatricy, the INDOT Sourhwest |
QINDOTSouThwwes) Twitter peﬁ_le,
or virtaally wa meeting invite. The
purpose of the public mesting is to
afler all interested persent a0 op-
porturty to comment on the rec
ammended prdestrian crosing of
US 41 lotation and lgpe. The daoes
will be open at 500 pm. T0 give
meeting participants time to view
displays and lalk 1o praject repre-
sentatives prios to the start of the
meating The irtent of the me
i§ 1o wnprove pedetrian c? for
inawsduats trylng to cress WS 47,

Tris project i located on US 41 at
the intersecnon of Washington
Avenye 0 Kaight  Towrnship,
vanderburgh Courty, within INDO-
T's vincennes Dustrlet, The High-
&all Pedestrian_Trail runs along the
west wde of US 41 wathin the proj-
2ct Limuts and eonnects to the side-
walks on the north and south side
o Washington Avenue Benjamin
Bowe Iigh Shood s lecated in the
northeast comer of this intertec-
tion. A grade separated crossing i
warranted at this location based
on the safety camcerns for pedes-
trian pnd biggde traffic at tha in-
tersection Two elerndlive strue-
ture confgurations were consd-
wred, a belowe ground tunnel and a
pedestrian  badge. Both options
were cohsidel at four locations
withim the project area; at East
Chandler Avenue, at East Powell
awenue, at East Blackford Avermse,
arel the north side of the imemsec-
tion of US 41 and Washingzan Awve-
nue, Based on the preliminary Al-
terpative Report and considering
the project key factors aod the
comparative  cost, a pedesmdan
bridge at Washington Avenue, is
the  recammended  alternate,
INDOT |s seeking stakehalder and
public input an this recommanda-
tion prior 1o proceeding with de.
tai design. A more  detajled
aralysis of strucrure characteristics
including structure Type, pan are
sapgernent, and ramp layout will
e evaluated a3 the next steps in
carly 7021,

AL present, both state and federal
funds are svaiable ‘or constric
tion af the project. A Categorical
Exclusion Level 2 of 4 document
will be pregared for ths project 1o
tully evaluale the proe<t impacts
raject materials ere avalatie to
views at nttpsaanviwon aovindot/2
TGTNEm or upes reguest.

Persops with limited ipternet ac-
rest may request Jarcien infarma.
tien he mailed to them. Fease con-
tact Cansune Meador, HENTE, 111
Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indi-
anapolis 1M 46204 o rneates HHM
18.com or 3170364682 for «nfor-
mation,

ihe in-person publc mesring wil
nchude Sppropriste social
distaneing measares. Merling at-
tendess and the project Team are
required to wear masks per local
ordinance and will pracice seceal
distancing. Atiendees wno co not
have a mask will be provided ane,
aved hand sanilation stations will
be avalabe. The public meetling
presentation and formal comment
prriod will slso be broadeast live
IMDOT Southwest Fatebook Live (@
INBOTYincernesDistrict) and
INDQT Sputhwest Twitter (SINDOT
southwsest), of virtually via WebZx,
52 that people may participate wir-
tually. To request a fink to the
WabEx Meeting, emal Christne
Meador at emeador@hntb.com,

In accordance with the “Americans
with Disabilities A", if you have 3
clisabsility o0 noed atsistance with
aceestibifity to the abeve  doeu-
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MRS SUCe 35 INTEIRreTers or feall-
ers, plesse cortant ©hrist ng Maa-
gar, HNTE, 11% Mopument Cirele,
suite 1200, Indianapolls 19 48204
ar erreashar@HNT Boom or 317-636
4682 who can provide aceommeds
tions.

Comments vl be sccopted inwrits
Ing via a<omement form o ver ballg'
at the public meeting or wia LS
Pestal Serwce or Email. Somments
can be submitted to Crvisbine Mea-
dor, HNT8, 197 Monument Circe,
Suite 1200, Indiapapehs I8 46204
ar aseaden@HNTB.com o INDOT'S
Project Manager, Troy Arnold, Indi-
ang Deparvment of Transportation
Vineehnes Districy, 3650 South LLS.
Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47597
or TArnold!@indat IN gov,  Coame
ments will e awepted thiough
Friday December 4, 2020.

Thit notice s pubashed i cormpli-
anrce with 1) Code of Federal Reg-
wlations, Title 23, Section 771 (T

F71LA11(HIY) states: “Each State
must have procedures approved by
the FHWA tao amy out a pubic
irmolvementpabilic hearing
prugzram.' o . CFR
4502101100 stating: “Provide
or whe perindic review of the ef
fectiveness of the pulvic Invowve-
ment process to ensure that the
precess peovide full and opea oo
cess 1o all Interested parties and re-
vise the process, as aporopnate.”;
and 2) INDOT Public Imuoiee
ment Pu‘;if.m t;ndchet!ures wele
approve e FHWA an August
1§.p;-nu = e

Courier and Press fun Datés No-
vember 11, 16, 2020 HIFAXLP
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Welcome to the US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation

Public Information Meeting



Introductions and Project Participants

Indiana Department of Transportation

Federal Highway Administration

City of Evansville

Stakeholders

Study Team

2
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onight’s Meeting

5:00 p.m. Doors open

Stations open!
Speak with project representatives

5:00-6:00 p.m.

6:00-6:30 p.m. Presentation

Public comment session / visit
stations

6:30 p.m.
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Why are We Here?

Provide a project update

Present Preliminary Alternatives Report

Solicit your feedback

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 19 of 185



Purpose and Need

e Reduce the potential for pedestrian conflicts

e High pedestrian use combined with busy existing intersection has
increasing potential for conflicts

e Grade Separation is warranted based on previous Engineering
Review for Traffic Safety

e Strong local support for project
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Existing Conditions

*US 41

e Four through lanes
e Two turning lanes

* Washington Avenue
e Four through lanes
* One turning lane

* Bosse High School
* High-Rail Trail

6
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Highlighting Key Decision Factors

Safety

Convenience/Frequency of Use

Right-of-Way Impacts

Utility Impacts

Impacts to future intersection improvements



Structure Types

* Bridge

e Tunnel

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 23 of 1885



Locations Investigated

East Chandler Avenue _

Fu
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Locations Investigated

East Powell Avenue
. oaidial i ALy .-. L r
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Locations Investigated

East Blackford Avenue

, e 26 of 1‘8]5



Locations Investigated

Washington Avenue
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Alternate 1

Tunnel at Blachfnd Avenue

* Most expensive

* Pump system for drainage

* More difficult construction

e Safety concerns from the public

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 28 of 1‘8%



Alternate 2

Bridge at Blackfud Avenue

LT B

* Slightly higher cost compared to Alternate 3
e Farther from existing pedestrian crossing

4
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Alternate 3

9 Bridqe at Washington Avenue

e Recommended
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Schedule

“Preliminary Design

Abbreviated Engineer's Repaort Environmental Study and Analysis

Preliminary Alternatives
Screening Report

Project Letting

/ 'i‘inal Design
- @ - >
2020 2021 ; 2022 2023
| &—o- .I |
/ | |
Public Hearing
Public Information Meeting #1 Public Information Meeting #2

Des No 1902709

.—’ Construction

6
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Ways to Comment

Due by December 4, 2020

* Public statement session
e Comment form

* Email

* Mail

1/
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Ways to Comment

NOTE: Comments posted on Twitter and Facebook
will not be recorded as official project comments

, e33ofJf885



Comments

* Statements recorded at public hearing.

e Written Statements — Comment Sheet, U.S. Postal Service or E-mail

Christine Meador Troy Arnold _
HNTB Indiana Department of Transportation
111 Monument Circle Vincennes District

Suite 1200 3650 South US Highway 41
Indianapolis IN 46204 Vincennes, IN 47591
cmeador@HNTB.com TArnold1l@indot.IN.gov
317-636-4682 812-895-7348

FAX317-917-5211

 Comments will be accepted through December 4, 2020.

All comments will be reviewed and evaluated and given full
consideration before final design decisions
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What’'s Next?

e Review feedback

* Develop Abbreviated Engineer’s Report
for selected structure and location

{

* Preliminary Design
e Additional Public Information

* Final Design

e Real estate acquisition r \
* Construction j'

20
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Website

www.in.gov/indot/4099.htm

Information about novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
Get the latest information about coronavirus and the Indiana Department of Health preparations here - coronavirus.in. gov

— ' IN g OV O Indiana Department of Transportation Districts Public Meetings & Hearings Subscribe to Alerts Careers Contact INDOT
MENU e

[ ] L @ -] 1 & Online Services = IWantTo~ FAQs ~ Find an Agency Gov. Eric ). Holcomb

U ! S 3 41 Pe d eSt ria n CrOSSi ng i n EVa nSVi | | e # INDOT > AboutINDOT > Central Office * Welcome to the Vincennes District > U.S. 41 Pedestrian Crassing in Evansville

Project Documents:

» legal Notice
« Preliminary Alternative Report

INDOT Events Top FAQs

Where do | go to report a cancern?

Where can | check current traffic conditions?

What district am | in and how can | contact it?

What are the requirements for state certification as a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)?

How can | apply for a job at INDOT?

Where can | obtain current Indiana roadway or other maps?

21
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Thank You

* Please visit with project representatives following the
public comment session

* VView displays and preliminary plans
* Informal questions and answers

* Informal comments are always welcome; however, please
note general conversations are not part of the official record

Thank you for your attendance this evening.

Formal public meeting is adjourned.
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Tunnel at Blackford Avenue
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Bridge at Blackford Avenue

| ‘oy ey
)

ALTERNATE 1:
Pedestrian Tunnel at Blackford Ave.
= Most expensive

Pump system for drainage

u
| ® More difficult construction
| =

Safety concerns from the public

ALTERNATE 2:

Pedestrian Bridge at Blackford Ave.

® Slightly higher cost compared to
Alternate 3

~ | ® Farther from existing pedestrian

crossing

ALTERNATE 3:
Pedestrian Bridge at Washington Ave.
= Recommended

Des No 1902709

Appendix F, Page 39 of 185



OmoZmI<S00OM3O

US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation = Public Information Meeting #1
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Abbreviated Engineer’s Report

Preliminary Alternatives
Screening Report

2020

Public Information Meeting #1 —

US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation = Public Information Meeting #1
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2022
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Project Letting

2023
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Public Hearing
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US 41 Pedestrian Crossing — Des. Des. No. 1902709 — Evansville, Vanderburgh County, Indiana
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

COMMENT SHEET

RE: DES NUMBER: 1902709
CONTRACT: B-42876
US 41 GRADE SEPARATED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Public Information Meeting

TO:  INDOT Project Team
Attn; Christine Meador
C/O HNTB Corporation
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200
Indianapolis IN, 42204
cmeador@hntb.com
317-636-4682

I/"‘ . T P —_—
FROM: Name od AR /;ﬁ"-*féw L’-—é /

Address__“7// fi«"z‘/e;f} ¢ Hw i
Phone ( ) (Optional) Emai ional,

Organization/Agency (if relevant) Geepter &rnea'n shice (Optional)
Nejghberhos D  HI9CE
COMMENTS: (Note: Comments are requested by Friday December 4, 2020. Comments can also be
submitted to Christine Meador at the address above or to Troy Amold, INDOT Project Manager at
tarnold 1 @indot.in.gov or 812-895-7348 x14669.

Comments 7%"4/7_5 )
Che C-‘;?{".;f’t’ci_?/;é’ represen fing  TRe oM S /%/'#zj; F£i rm
Yated e  pecipmmendatsn]  beoine, made. A2
[N DT 5 of Us U ¥ Waishingtmm T
Whore hesrtedly adree. — Y o H7-
placemen * o/ e Schras] & VAt Communidy

www.in.gov/dot/

. NextLevel
An Equal Opportunity Employer INDIANA
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

COMMENT SHEET

RE:  DES NUMBER: 1902709
CONTRACT: B-42876
US 41 GRADE SEPARATED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Public Information Meeting

TO:  INDOT Project Team
Attn; Christine Meador
C/O HNTB Corporation
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200
Indianapolis IN, 42204
cmeador@hntb.com
317-636-4682

FROM: Name
Address

L,

COMMENTS: (Note: Comments are requested by Friday December 4, 2020. Comments can also be
submitted to Christine Meador at the address above or to Troy Arnold, INDOT Project Manager at
tarnold1(@indot.in.gov or §12-895-7348 x14669.

Organization/Agency (if relevant) (Optional)

S 2] T witmesied o f/oec/é?wf L (D55 yitnn i
/‘ﬁf bl M/?- 2 gl xﬁﬂ/ﬁq Wt ?« an 1S [Whectr.

T_uzmediafely Calle] G m( Kiecken who @ ereed me.
/ur? /’/é’%ﬁ@ rL,-

[oFF et Ko dome!

www.in.gov/dot/

NextLevel
An Equal Opportunity Employer INDIANA
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

COMMENT SHEET

RE:

DES NUMBER: 1902709

CONTRACT: B-42876

US 41 GRADE SEPARATED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Public Information Meeting

TO:  INDOT Project Team
Attn: Christine Meador
C/O HNTB Corporation
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200
Indianapolis IN, 42204
cmeador@hntb.com
317-636-4682

FROM: Nmeﬁﬂ&p[:m R ?dm

Address/222- S lombor Ave parsvill [N 971y
i

(Optional)
Organization/Agency (if relevant) (Optional)

P tional) Email

COMMENTS: (Note: Comments are requested by Friday December 4, 2020. Comments can also be
submitted to Christine Meador at the address above or to Troy Arnold, INDOT Project Manager at
tarnold 1 @indot.in.gov or 812-895-7348 x14669.

Comments

www.in.gov/dot/

NextlLevel
An Equal Opportunity Employer INDIANA
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

As a recipient of federal funds, the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) is required to develop a procedure for
gathering statistical data regarding participants and beneficiaries of its federal-aid highway programs and activities (23
CFR 200.9 (b)(4)), INDOT is distributing this voluntary survey to fulfill that requirement to gather information about the
populations affected by a proposed project.

You are not required to complete this survey. Submittal of this information is voluntary. This form is a public document
that INDOT will use to monitor its programs and activities for compliance with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended and its related statutes and regulations.

If you have questions regarding INDOT’s responsibilities under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), please contact INDOT’s Title VI/ADA Program Management office at 100 North Senate
Avenue, Room N750, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, (317) 234-6142, FAX (317) 233-0891. In addition, please visit the
INDOT Title VI Resource page at: hitp://www.in.gov/indot/2751.htm,

You may return the survey to the registration table (if you received this survey while attending a public meeting or
hearing), and if you are receiving this survey as part of a project mailing and choose to participate, please reply using the
information contained within the survey.

INDOT TITLE VI PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SURVEY

Date (month, day, year): / / 4 y -Zdze Project Name:
Gender: |j{7(Femalc D Male Ethnicity: I:l Hispanic or Latino Not Hispanic or Latino

Race: (Check one or more): D American Indian or Alaska Native D Asian D Black or African-American

D Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander IE White D Multiracial

Age: []1-21 []22-40  []41-65 E 65+ Disability: [ ] Yes K[ No

Household Income: D $0-%$12,000 D $12,001 - $24,000 D $24,001 - $36,000
(36,001 - 848,000 [ ] $48,001 - $60,000 []s60.001 +
Why is Title VI important?

o The purpose of Title VI is to eliminate discrimination in federally funded programs, activities and to ensure equitable
distribution of public funds for public benefit

How will this information be used?
e INDOT will monitor, track and document data received as a result of this survey in an effort to comply with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964
Documentation is submitted to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for evaluation and review
INDOT incorporates compliance findings into program and project development activities

How should I submit this information to INDOT?

® Mail to the INDOT Office of Public Involvement, Indiana Government Center North, Room N642, Indianapolis, Indiana
46204; ATTN: Rickie Clark (317) 232-6601; E-mail rclark(@indot.in.gov; Visit http://www.in.gov indot/2366.htm
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

As a recipient of federal funds, the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) is required to develop a procedure for
gathering statistical data regarding participants and beneficiaries of its federal-aid highway programs and activities (23
CFR 200.9 (b)(4)), INDOT is distributing this voluntary survey to fulfill that requirement to gather information about the
populations affected by a proposed project.

You are not required to complete this survey. Submittal of this information is voluntary. This form is a public document
that INDOT will use to monitor its programs and activities for compliance with the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended and its related statutes and regulations.

If you have questions regarding INDOT’s responsibilities under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), please contact INDOT’s Title VI/ADA Program Management office at 100 North Senate
Avenue, Room N750, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, (317) 234-6142, FAX (317) 233-0891. In addition, please visit the
INDOT Title VI Resource page at: http://www.in.gov/indot/275 ] .htm.

You may return the survey to the registration table (if you received this survey while attending a public meeting or
hearing), and if you are receiving this survey as part of a project mailing and choose to participate, please reply using the
information contained within the survey.

INDOT TITLE VI PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT SURVEY
Date (month, day, year): / / ’/_,? - Zﬁzp Project Name: &f@%f%ﬁﬁ/ [ﬂ? rje%‘h{ ﬁ&ff /t;/q

Gender: D Female % Ethnicity: D Hispanic or Latino D Not Hispanic or Latino

/‘
Race: (Check one or more): D American Indian or Alaska Native D Asian B Black or African-American

[ Istivenmation or Oicr Picifto Blanidoe. | |[-] Whits -] Sfiecactal

Age: []1-21 [J2240  []41-65 65+ Disability: [ ] Yes ~ FNo

Household Income: D $0 - §12,000 $12,001 - $24,000 D $24,001 - $36,000
D $36,001 - $48,000 D $48,001 - $60,000 D$60,00] +
‘Why is Title VI important?

e The purpose of Title VI is to eliminate discrimination in federally funded programs, activities and to ensure equitable
distribution of public funds for public benefit

How will this information be used?
e« INDOT will monitor, track and document data received as a result of this survey in an effort to comply with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964
Documentation is submitted to the Federal Highway Administration (FHW A) for evaluation and review
INDOT incorporates compliance findings into program and project development activities

How should I submit this information to INDOT?

® Mail to the INDOT Office of Public Involvement, Indiana Government Center North, Room N642, Indianapolis, Indiana
46204; ATTN: Rickie Clark (317) 232-6601; E-mail rclark(@ indot.in.gov; Visit http://www.in.gov.indot/2366.htm

ﬂ, Indiana
AState that Works
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Christine Meador

From: I
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2020 5:36 PM
To: Christine Meador; Michael Pruitt
Subject: Re: Request for WebEx Link

Good afternoon, Chris.

| appreciate you sharing all of these details with me. We are so grateful for the work you have already done to ensure
the safety of students and community members at this heavily traveled intersection. Building this bridge will not only
give students and families a safe crossing to Bosse High School, but it will also allow members of our neighborhood to
safely access businesses located on the west side of Highway 41 that we have previously been unable to walk to in the
past even though they are so close to our neighborhood.

The Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association would like to formally agree with INDOT's recommendation that the
pedestrian crossing bridge be placed at the corner of Highway 41 and Washington Avenue.

Our Vice President, Michael Pruitt, will be representing GLNA virtually in tonight's meeting because | am suffering from
the Flu. My apologies that we are unable to join you in person. We are hopeful that we will be there for the next event
surrounding this important project.

Thank you again for all your work, and we look forward to traversing this journey with you.

Respectfully,

Betsy Pruitt
President of Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association

On Wed, Nov 18, 2020 at 9:05 AM Christine Meador <CMeador@hntb.com> wrote:

Betsy —

Thank you for your participation and hosting the virtual meeting for your neighborhood. | have forwarded you a
meeting invite for tonight. You should be able to just click on the link in the invite and join the meeting.

| have attached a copy of the comment sheet which is the handout for the meeting tonight. The report is also on the
INDOT Website here https://www.in.gov/indot/4099.htm. As the project moves forward project materials will be put
on the website also.

The presentation tonight will review the report. INDOT investigated four possible locations for the crossing — Chandler,
Powell, Blackford or Washington Street and investigated if it should be a tunnel or bridge. From those four locations

1
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Christine Meador

From: I

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 5:39 PM

To: Christine Meador

Cc: Dan Thatcher; Erica Haas; Arnold, Troy; h77@in.gov

Subject: RE: PUBLIC COMMENT Submission on the 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Des. No. 1902709
Attachments: Highway 41 Pedestrian Bridge.docx; Highway 41 Pedestrian Overpass notes.docx; Highway 41

chronological history.pdf; Bridge Concept Exhibit A jpg

Christine,
| would like to add this to the public comments. Please see below and the attached.

Thanks!

Regarding the Public Response to the newly
Proposed US 41 Pedestrian Bridge
Response by
Brent Jackson

INTRODUCTION: | am a professional IT Consultant who owns his own business. | am a certified Microsoft Partner and
engineer. | build computers, servers, and networks. | have lived in Evansville, Indiana my whole life. | have lived at my
current residence of 1401 Henning Avenue for over 27 years. | have been the President of the Presidents Neighborhood
Association for 12 years. My neighborhood abuts Highway 41 and is just south of Washington Avenue. As well as
President of the United Neighborhoods of Evansville from 2016 to 2018. | remain as a board member of UNOE.

ABSTRACT: November 18" 2020 was the first public meeting held at Bosse High School regarding the newly proposed
pedestrian bridge that is to cross US Highway 41 at or near the Washington Avenue intersection. The meeting was
hosted by HNTB design group from Indianapolis lead by Christine Meador

GEOGRAPHY: Prior to 1971, the four lane highway 41 did not exist. OLD Highway 41 was a two lane road just 3-4 blocks
west of the current highway and is now known as Kentucky Avenue (south of the Lloyd Expressway) and Fares Avenue
(north of the Lloyd). Bosse High School was built in 1912 along Gilbert Avenue (now Highway 41) and Washington

Ave. From 1924 to 1971 Bosse High School existed in a neighborhood where Washington Avenue was the greatest
safety concern.

HISTORY: Since 1972, just after Highway 41 was built through the neighborhood, segregating the safe walk to two
schools, Bosse and Washington grade school, there have been several citizen initiatives to build a pedestrian bridge over
Highway 41. A significant amount of debate and discussion has occurred over the last 50 years with INDOT and the State
of Indiana political figure heads regarding the potential of building a pedestrian overpass. For your perusal, | have
attached some news articles related to this specific subject.

LATE IMPROVEMENTS: Starting in 2008 through to 2016, there has been a gracious amount of improvements to the
intersection of 41 and Washington Avenue. Including but not limited to, dedicated turn lanes, longer turn lanes,
improved turning radius, improved piano stripping at the crosswalk, ADA improvements, and improved pedestrian
controls and lighting.
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THE NEW GREENWAY PROJECT: The Greenway project is an ongoing pedestrian and bike path project in the City/County
of Evansville. In 2018, a new section of the “Evansville Greenway” was opened along Highway 41. The specific section
is called the “Hi-Rail” because it was once where the Southern Illinois railroad ran. The hi-rail section runs parallel to
Highway 41 from Walnut Avenue to Riverside Avenue. It is important to note this change. In that the Greenway path
will eventually connect to all other major pedestrian paths. A bridge being built crossing 41 is more than just for grade
or high school students, but for the entire community. | want you to know how epic of a decision this is going to be.

DRIVING FACTORS: The Pedestrian Bridge Project is 100% citizen driven. Since 1972 when Highway 41 was built
through the south end of Evansville, there have been citizens asking, pleading, and at times demanding changes be
made to the area to accommodate the students and pedestrians that cross highway 41.

THE BRIDGE PROPOSALS: At the first public meeting on November 18", the HNTB design team revealed 4 locations
along Highway 41 to build a bridge or tunnel. Washington, Blackford, Powell, and Chandler Avenues. Considering
COVID restrictions, the presentation went quite well. Large poster boards spread around the perimeter of the room
demonstrating the views and looks of 4 different locations along with a quick slideshow. Very 1% stage

material. Designers were available for discussion and were on hand. Good job! | could not have done any better.

PUBLIC TESTIMONY: At the end of the first public meeting, there were two oral comments given by the public. The first
was given by Jane Hackert who claimed to represent the Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association. Her comments
were spoken out of turn and out of order. She did not get the neighborhood’s official opinion and was simply giving her
own. | spoke with her after the meeting and she retracted most of what she said on camera to me personally. Sheis a
new board member at the neighborhood association and was not really authorized to speak on their behalf. | have
called other GLNA neighborhood members, who happen to agree with me, and Ms. Hackert’s comments should be
stricken from the record. Just so you know, | would have called a neighborhood meeting together about the bridge
proposals to get an official vote, if | would have had more time to respond.

The second commentator was Reverend Gerald Summers who is also head of the local NAACP. He too, spoke in favor of
the bridge in general, and yes, the recommended Washington bridge location. | wanted to add some context to this for
those of you who are not familiar with this subject. There have been accusations of racism because a bridge crossing
over 41 has not been built to date. Some believe, myself included, that if Bosse High School was predominately white,
the bridge would have been built by now. That has been the general rub on why the NAACP has interest in the bridge
being built. | want to add that | spoke with Mr. Summers after the meeting and he said he would be in favor of any
bridge built across highway 41, not just the recommended one. He also said no to tunnels, | agree.

| did not give a rebuttal or public comment because | would have taken the mic for an hour. | did not feel this was the
forum or the time & place to have this long-detailed discussion.

PATHWAYS TO SCHOOL: The HBNT proposals seem to focus on the fact that most pedestrian traffic crosses at
Washington Avenue. The language in the proposals then use this fact as one of the determining factors to decide where
the bridge should go. This is a poor metric to use because pedestrians have no other real choice of where to cross in that
area. All along Highway 41 there are right-of-way and access control fences. The fences are 9 feet tall on the Bosse High
School property. These fences are designed to be access barriers. | believe, most students would choose to cross at
Powell Avenue, if there was a way to do it. Principal Aaron Huff at Bosse High School agrees with me. More on that
below.

BRIDGE COSTS: In the details of proposal, the Washington Avenue location has a cheaper price tag when compared to
the other alternatives. This is being used as another metric in choosing which bridge to build. However, | want to
elevate the fact that citizens have been asking for a bridge to cross near the Washington Avenue intersection for 50
years. ltis a little late to be concerned about the costs to rectify this long term problem. | know things are changing
about street and highway designs today, but understand when this Highway was built, it was all about cars and trucks
and not pedestrians back then. Today’s traffic plans are starting to include pedestrian and bicycle traffic, especially in
urban areas. Building a pedestrian bridge is one of those things that would have been done had the highway been built
today. We are just asking for our new safety standards to catch up to this old highway problem.

2
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HUMAN NATURE: It is well known among traffic engineers that for every percent longer it takes to use a pedestrian
overpass, you lose that percentage of people in doing it (citation: Mark Fenton see link below). Based on this statistic
and based on the time | estimate it would take to get across the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location, it
would take a walker 140% longer to use the recommended bridge at Washington Avenue than to cross at

grade. Distance and convenience is another metric being used by the design team as a qualifying factor. How does the
Washington Avenue bridge location qualify as being convenient, on this metric?!?

WASHINGTON AVE BRIDGE LOCATION PROPOSAL: Below | enumerate the list of reasons of why | believe the
Washington Avenue proposal is not the best recommendation for this area.

#1 | am not very confident that we will see the bridge used at all. See HUMAN NATURE above.

#2 Bosse High School itself faces Washington Avenue. All of Bosse High School’s front doors are closed to staff and
students. This is an Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation policy. Students that cross at Washington Avenue
heading east to school, must also walk all the way around to the other end of the school to one of the side entrances
that face Lodge Avenue, to gain entry. Adding a bridge at Washington Avenue will only give them a further distance to
walk.

#3 Previous traffic experts and engineers who have looked at the Washington Avenue intersection say that a pedestrian
bridge will not work at Washington Avenue. During the summer of 2011, Walking Evansville a non-profit organization,
as well as the Welborn Baptist Foundation, hired Mark Fenton a Public Health and Planning Consultant from the greater
Boston area. During a visit to Evansville, Fenton opined about several pedestrian bridges in town including one at
Washington Avenue. He discussed why many do not work. In the video found in the links below, Part 1 and Part 2 of a
documentary and educational piece that aired on WNIN channel 9 shortly after his visit. | wanted to share these videos
with INDOT and the design team as he talks about pedestrian bridges in Evansville extensively. Around the five minute
mark in Part 1, Mr. Fenton talks about the Washington Avenue intersection.

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlpjpVkMral

Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P998mPWn11Y&t=351s

#4 None of the estimates in the alternative report show the costs to relocate or rebuild the McDonald’s sign located on
the west side of the highway. Based on the artwork and depiction, | am assuming that there will need to be a purchase
of eminent domain and the sign will need to be moved or replaced. Shouldn’t the costs of eminent domain and the
costs to move and possibly replace the McDonald’s sign, be added to the overall projected costs of a Washington
Avenue Bridge location? What about the Dentist’s Office across the street?

BRIDGE IDEA NOT SEEN AT PUBLIC MEETING: On February 21%, 2020 in an effort to kickstart the ideas committee on
how and where to build a pedestrian bridge, | emailed the attached BRIDGE CONCEPT EXHIBIT A to Rusty Fowler,
Deputy Commissioner with INDOT Vincennes District. This suggestion did not seem to go anywhere, as it was not one of
the proposed bridge locations that HBNT design team revealed at the November 18" meeting. When | showed the my
bridge idea to one of the HBNT designers at the meeting, he acted as if he had never seen the bridge suggestion or idea.
Further, on November 24%™", 2020, | met with Bosse High School Principal Aaron Huff to discuss the four HBNT proposals.
During the course of the discussion, it was discovered that he and | had the same thoughts on where the bridge should
be located. Principal Huff said that he discussed nearly this exact bridge and crossing location with HNTB consultants,
and he does not know why it was not included in the original list of proposals presented at the November 18" meeting.

BRIDGE CONCEPT EXHIBIT A: For the record, attached to this public response is Bridge Concept Exhibit A. This Exhibit
depicts a pedestrian bridge crossing Highway 41, perpendicular to the highway and in between Powell and Blackford
Avenues. The bridge would be 17.5 feet in height and span 160 feet across highway 41. Itis just 275 feet north of the
Washington Avenue bridge recommendation. The bridge depiction follows the ADA framework and federal highway
guidelines.

On the west side of the highway there would be two physical ramps. One descending north and one descending

south. The southbound ramp would dump off/pickup just in front of McDonald’s on Washington. The northbound ramp
would pick up and dump off between Chandler and Powell Avenues on the greenway. These ramps would be found in
well lit areas due to the existing solar/LED lights recently installed on the newly opened hi-rail section of the greenway.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 54 of 185



On the east side of highway 41 the bridge ramp would descend heading east across the unused backside portion of the
Bosse practice field as depicted in exhibit A. Then the ramp turns slightly north and follows the contour of the football
field stadium finally transitioning to the street level on Powell Avenue. If any extra lighting is needed on the east side of
the highway, it should be on the school to pitch in and provide the needed lighting on their property. The City of
Evansville could add some additional street lighting at the dead end of Powell and around the concession areas that
have been previously broken into. These are standard requests done through the City Engineering department.
Using this bridge and ramp concept accomplishes the following things:
e 100% of the bridge and ramp would be built on public property. Whether it be City, State, or school property,
no eminent domain would be required.
e Will avoid 100% of all overhead and buried public utilities.
¢ Will avoid the Reduced Conflict Intersection projects.
e 100% of Bosse students who live west of 41 could get to school or home faster using this bridge.
* Requires no additional lighting to be built by INDOT/project planners.
¢ A 100% participation rate is likely because there will be no faster way to school or to the other side of highway
41, thusly safety to students and the community will be at 100%.
e This bridge proposal is the only one that passes all of the “Key Factors” qualifiers that was used to vet the other
alternative bridges & tunnels and in my opinion deserves a diligent review by the design team.

MEETING WITH THE PRINCIPAL: On November 24%™, 2020 | had a meeting with Principal Aaron Huff of Bosse High
School. At that meeting, he agreed with me that the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location is unlikely to
get used by his students. He also thought, as do I, that a Powell Avenue dump off would be more likely used. Principal
Huff did express some concern about existing vandalism and crime behind Bosse High School on Powell Avenue around
the concession stands and that there is potential that this bridge may bring more of that concern. Although | do not
disagree with Mr. Huff, | do not feel that the weight of that problem outweighs the need of having this bridge dump off
behind Bosse High School at Powell Avenue. | believe that Mr. Huff is only doing the right thing by defending his turf.
Other crime prevention techniques should be employed to curb any crime behind Bosse school with or without the
bridge being built there. Evansville PD can be requested to pickup patrols through the area. Additional lighting may be
needed behind the school and this bridge could be the catalyst to getting that done.

MY CONCLUSION: Other than the one time novelty of crossing a bridge at the Washington Avenue location, | do not
believe that you could convince me that the Bosse area students or the area pedestrians would use a bridge built at the
Washington Avenue recommended location in the years to come. | believe It would become a joke around town and
INDOT, certain politicians, and some of us activists wanting a bridge over 41, would get blamed with a boondoggle. Let’s
not make a hasty decision and build a bridge in which math and statistics tell us that nobody will use.

MY RECOMMENDATIONS: | would like to move and recommend that INDOT and the HBNT design team revisit some of
their designs and to vet the proposed Bridge Concept Exhibit A that | have brought to the table through the public
comment process.

Alternatively, | would also like to recommend that INDOT/HBNT design team consider ramps that run their full length in
one direction north and south respectively on the west side of the highway in parallel along the hi-rail greenway. There
is room.

I would also like to recommend that INDOT/HBNT design team reconsider the other alternate bridge locations that could
potentially dump off on Powell Avenue behind the school.

DISCLAIMER: If by chance you do use any of my ideas or designs, | hold HBNT and INDOT free from any legal or financial
obligation for using my ideas or concepts. | do and will give all credit to the designers and engineers. | am operating
under my own free will and | have not been hired, employed, or paid by any person, business, or entity to act on this

project.

I am open for further discussion and a rebuttal. Please feel free to contact me using any of the below information.
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Brent Jackson
1401 Henning Avenue
Evansville, Indiana 47714
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Attachment to Public Comment from
Brent Jackson, dated 12/4/2020

A 50 Year History of
Highway U.S. 41

Regarding the U.S. 41 corridor from Lloyd Expressway/Division St. to
Southlane Drive/Veterans Memorial Parkway in Evansville, Indiana.

Research performed by Brent Jackson
President of the Presidents Neighborhood Association
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INTRODUCTION

The Presidents Neighborhood Association performed a historical study on a select
corridor through the Presidents Neighborhood Association. This study is to make an
accounting of the historical complaints of U.S. 41 since it has been relocated from
what is now known as Kentucky Avenue to its current position. From Division Street
to Southlane Drive (a k a Veterans Memorial Parkway).

ABSTRACT

This report is a historical gathering of information on a Major Arterial road through the
southend of Evansville, Indiana.

EXCEPTIONS

There has been an incredible amount of accidents and deaths on Highway 41 in
Evansville and Vanderburgh County. 100's of articles were found about accidents and
deaths on Highway 41. Only articles found in relation to Highway 41 South running
through Evansville are included in this report.

AFEECTED AREA

This report is specifically concerning U.S. Highway 41 from Division St. to Southlane
Drive/Veterans Memorial Parkway. And all abutting properties and thoroughfares.

The TIMELINE of Events on U.S. Highway 41

DATE — Brief Description

06/11/1953 — Indiana Highway Commission makes suggestions to the City of Evansville including the
relocation of Highway 41.

08/23/1960 — City huddles up before meeting with State regarding relocating Highway 41.
08/25/1960 — Relocating Highway 41 needed to meet “Super Highway” standards group told. Businessmen

object to relocating highway 41, claiming great loses to the local economy.
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06/30/1961 — Henderson County makes plans to widen its business 41 district. Business owners are happy to
give up land for a new highway.

07/06/1961 — President of the (old) Highway 41 Businessmen’s Association in Evansville declares that
relocating Highway 41 from its current location will be bad for business.

08/06/1963 — City delays voting on a modified and elevated Highway 41 proposal through a portion of the City.
The “highway on stilts” idea is backed by the Mayor’s Traffic Commission, and was proposed by Traffic
Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte.

12/31/1964 — Mayor Frank McDonald says, “I see no reason for further delays” in reference to getting the
Highway built through this area.

02/12/1964 — Indiana Highway 41 Commission resubmits the same Relocation plans but included the plans to
the rest of the highway segments. Local Highway Engineers reject the proposal because it still closed Walnut
and Bellemeade.

01/13/1965 — Indiana Highway 41 Commission resubmits relocation plans from division to Southlane drive that
still include closing Walnut and Bellemeade. Evansville Traffic Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte says that this is the

same proposal that they rejected in 1964. It was rejected again.

04/23/1965 — Local Highway planners demand that Walnut and Bellemeade remain open. Indiana Highway
Commission says that they will come back with an answer to the closure problems “within the year”.

06/15/1965 — City and State discussions continue. State will not pay for highway on stilts and says that this will
be the cities responsibility.

01/21/1966 — Indiana State Commission submits new plans of a redesigned Highway 41 with Walnut and
Bellemeade remaining open at ground level.

02/22/1966 — Final Hurdle for relocating 41. Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte met with State Engineers about the
details and is quoted as saying, “We can make do with it.”

02/24/1966 — Final papers drawn up. Relocation of Highway 41 is a go.

12-01-1967 — City traffic engineer (and point man for the City to State negotiations) Melvin Pohlkotte dies
unexpectedly in his home this morning. Death ruled as a heart attack. Mayor Frank McDonald originally hired
Pohlkotte who worked for the Indianapolis Traffic Department over 6 years ago.

12-02-1967 — City leaders commended Pohlkotte’s work and determination on City projects.

1969-1972 — Relocated Highway 41 is built from Division Street to Southlane Dr.

07/15/1972 — Businesses along old 41 slump, blamed on New 41 relocation.

11/30/1972 — Highway 41 from division to Southlane opens.

03/27/1973 — Homeowners along new Highway 41 wants their land rezoned to commercial and get away from
the highway. Traffic and Noise complaints dominates the meeting.
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03/30/1973 — Homeowners complain about noise on Highway 41. State says only grass will ever be planted.
Evansville Realtors Association donates 500 trees to be planted along Highway 41. No cooperation from the
State as the mowing crews would just mow them down.

04/22/1973 — Ray Andersen (Executive Director of the Redevelopment Commission) asks the State Highway
Commission for a screen buffer and trees along Highway 41 to control the noise.

05/10/1973 — Bosse High School students and officials finally get a crosswalk and sidewalk installed to cross
highway 41 to go to school.

05/15/1973 — Ray Anderson again asks for a screen/buffer from the State. Additionally asks the State to fix the
drainage problems on each side of the highway caused by the grade and construction of the highway. Andersen
receives letter from Indiana State Chief Highway Engineer N. W. Steinkamp that help was on the way.

07/19/1973 — State official N.W. Steinkamp faces questioning from Ray Anderson. Andersen complains that
the State has done nothing to rectify problems along the highway.

10/10/1973 — Evansville Press Staff writer Gene Clabes calls the deceased City Engineer Melvin Polkhotte a
prophet in the early 1960°s when he predicted that the construction of the new U.S. 41 at ground level would
“just hand the traffic problems to the city.”

07/03/1974 — State highway department has agreed to build a drain for the pools which funnel rain water into
the Lodge Avenue pump station near Southlane Drive.

10/14/1975 — Rick Borries stumps for planting trees along both sides of the highway to block out traffic noise
and ensure more privacy for residents along highway 41.

04/14/1976 — Bellemeade-Bayard Park Neighborhood Association asks for $100,000 in federal funds to fix
drainage problems created by the highway 41 construction.

03/01/1977 — Evansville Urban Transportation releases study showing U.S. 41 crashes going up on the southend
of town.

08/18/1977 — Mrs. Fannie Riecken, 73, Owner and operator of Riecken’s Shoe Shops died in an accident along
Washington and Highway 41 today. A truck traveling on Highway 41 loaded with tombstones hit and trapped
Mrs. Riecken and another passenger in the southbound lane. 158 accidents have been recorded this year alone
from division to Southlane.

09/02/1977 — Nation’s Top highway official said that the federal government won’t solve problems on U.S. 41
through Evansville but is willing to help the state and city seek a solution.

05/09/1978 — Evansville Urban Transporation recommends elevating Highway and changing light
synchronization and speed limits.

05/26/1978 — Federal funding for elevated highway unlikely.

05/31/1978 — State surprises City officials and Mayor Russell Lloyd with a letter claiming that the City agreed
to finance any future overpasses on highway 41.

6/1/1978 — Former Mayor Frank McDonald responds and said that there “never was any agreement” with the
state that any future U.S. 41 improvements would be financed by the city.
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9/15/1978 — Circuit Judge proposes that highway 41 be elevated in certain areas.

10/20/1978 — Panel considering elevation plan.

10/30/1978 — County Commissioners order study of US 41 pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue.
11/21/1978 — Hearing held. A Majority in support of overpass at Washington Avenue.

12/13/1978 — Banker proposes raising cross streets above 41 as opposed to 41 being elevated.
02/02/1979 — County Councilman seeking the Washington Avenue overpass study.

2/13/1979 — Evansville Urban Transportation outlines the top problem intersections on Highway 41. All of
them are on the southend.

3/15/1979 — Petition drive seeks to increase taxes to fund pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue &
Highway 41.

04/02/1979 - Petitions with 762 names was presented today to the county commissioners by the president of the
Bosse student council in support of a pedestrian overpass over highway 41 at Washington Avenue.

04/15/1979 — Immediate action on highway 41 is urged.

04/24/1979 — A resolution asking the State Highway Commission to act on the Urban Transportation report last
week is being drawn up by city councilman Michael Vandeveer.

05/10/1979 — Evansville Chamber of Commerce supports low-cost and immediate 41 improvements.

05/17/1979 — 250 page report unveiled by Urban Transportation suggests elevating highway 41 and widening it
in some areas.

05/18/1979 — Bellemeade-Bayard Park Neighborhood Association endorses proposed changes.

05/22/1979 — Executive Inn owner Robert Green comes out against the plan because of the tax increases
proposed in the plan.

05/30/1979 — Councilman David Koehler says some improvements could still be completed this year.
08/09/1979 — Insurance Salesman Jesse Stock makes fun of Highway 41 problems on his Insurance billboard.

08/09/1979 — Evansville Water Works Board instructed City Engineers to begin developing plans to widen
streets along Highway 41.

10/29/1980 — City making improvement plans along highway 41.

02/07/1981 — Juror “Unsafe 417 delayed the verdict in a trial regarding a fatal accident on 41.
07/29/1986 — Southlane is renamed to Veterans Memorial Pkwy to Honor Veterans.

04/12/1990 — Elevating Highway 41 is again discussed.

06/09/1990 — Evansville Urban Traffic Transportation study again suggests elevating Highway 41.
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07/19/1995 — Paul Bitz former State Senator who lives near U.S. 41 off of Lincoln would like to see fewer
trucks and less noise along the highway.

08/26/1996 — Bosse student is injured when crossing Highway 41 going home from school.

08/26/1996 —The Evansville School Board has proposed highway pedestrian overpasses several times over the
last ten years to INDOT. INDOT has been unreceptive to the requests.

06/21/1997 — Mother pushes for Pedestrian overpass after daughter is hit on highway.

1997 — 2006 Interest on U.S. 41 south wanes as INDOT focuses on the changes in traffic patterns around the
new Toyota Plant.

12/17/2006 — Neighborhood Flooding on the Southeast side. Courier asks for community comments. U.S. 41
mentioned in problems.

04/20/2006 — Students at Washington Middle School in the Project Citizen program stump for a Pedestrian
overpass at Washington Avenue & 41.

02/26/2007 — INDOT approves a new noise abatement policy that requires sound test to be performed along
new AND existing highways (if they are ever significantly changed). For an example of this noise barrier
policy in action visit http://www.465-69northeast.in.gov/noise-wall.html

07/04/2007 — INDOT is looking at purchasing property for a new interchange at the Lloyd and 41.
09/02/2007 — Letter to the editor appealing for Pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue.

09/14/2007 - At the request of School Board member Mike Duckworth, has passed a resolution asking for a re-
evaluation of the need for a pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 near Washington Avenue.

09/15/2007 — Pedestrian overpass gets another review.

10/02/2007 — Courier & Press Opinion article encourages safe school routes including a new pedestrian
overpass at Washington Avenue.

04/12/2008 - Sara Anne Corrigan, a freelance writer, writes of all of the noise at the intersection of Lloyd and
41.

03/19/2009 — State proposes Cloverleaf at Lloyd and 41. Most area residents are very receptive to it.

05/06/2009 — Highway 41 from Lloyd to Veterans Memorial is included in the Front Door Pride Program
footprint.

10/21/2010 — Presidents Neighborhood Association asks State Representative for “NO Jake Braking” signs to
be placed on Highway 41 due to all of the noise from the trucks at all hours of the night.

11/06/2010 — Presidents Neighborhood Association performs a cleanup of the volunteer vegetation line along

highway 41 between Covert and Washington Avenues. Discover’s poor vegetation that will never properly
provide shielding from the Highway. INDOT agrees to replace the fence on a majority of the section.
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01/09/2011 — The federal Department of Transportation cites the Washington and 41 intersections as one that is
“exhibiting the most severe highway safety needs”.

02/02/2011 — INDOT announces changes to the original Lloyd/41 interchange plan.
02/04/2011 — City Officials claim, no body was consulted before any change of plans.

06/04/2011 — Presidents Neighborhood Association conduct a sidewalk walkability study. Discover that some
of their sidewalk problems are related to the unfinished business of the highway 41 corridor.

08/24/2011 — Presidents Neighborhood releases a report detailing the grim history of the Highway 41 corridor
from Division to Southlane drive.
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Transportation Panel OK's State's 41 Interchange Plan

[ 3R L TR I '
Sy MEL RUNGE

The first of the three major
steps in building a highway ap-
pears about completed for the
U. S. 41 relocation project
through Evansville,

The §12 million supar-highway
apparently cleared the last hur-
dle of the design se yester-
day when theEvansville-Van-
derburgh County Technical
Transportation Committez ap-
proved the state's plans of the
Division Street interchange,

Mayor Frank McDongld said
he would schedule today an Ad-
ministrative Highway Commit-
tee meeting to completes the ap-
proval action needed by the
state,

By no means does the com-
L

mittee’s action mean the proj-
ect is ready for construction,
but local and state highway of-
ficials agree that it was a major
step forward.

“It's finally moving," McDon-
ald commented.

According to a State Highway
Commission spokesman right-of-
way plans now can be completed
by April, and final construction
plans can be prepared while the
more than 600 properties along
the route are being purchased,
the second major phase of high-
way building,

The spokesman said the State
Highway Commission wonld
have to consider the provisions

of the technical commitiee's ac-

tion yesterday, but” apparently
no problems are expected,

THE TECHNICAL committee
asked the state to connect the
ends of Canal and Franklin
streets on both sides of pro-
posed 41 and to provide right
of way for sidewalks for school
children along the east side of
the new route between Virginia
and Franklin and along the
north side of Division Street un-
der the 41 overpass.

According to the committee’s
proposal, the city would then
build a pedestrian overpass
across Division — which some
day will be an expressway —
o the west of the 41 overpass.
‘When the interchange is con-
structed, about 1000 feet of the

expressway — from about Ken-

tucky Avenpe to Willow Read
— will also be constructed. -

City Engincer Charles Day
told technical committee mem-
bers yesterday that to build 2
full clover leaf at Division and
41 would cost §3 to $4 million
more and would mean Walnut
would have to ba closed. The
committee has inslsted that Wal-
nut be left open.

THE STATE'S present design
limits al! tums to two corners
of the interchange and will
mean cross traffic left turns at
two points on Division.

Day reported Traffic Engl
neer Melvin Pohlkotte's state-
ment that “we can live with it."

After right of way plans are

completed, the w\s.ooz of Public
!

Roads must approve the projed
and allocate funds for the pun
chase of right of way.:

Since Evansyille has not ma
the requirements of a federa
1962 Highway Act requiring con
tinuous and comprehensive ang
co-operative planning, specia
justification information must b
submitted to- Washington foi
bureau approval.

Most of the necessary data U
available from past traffic
studies, according to local -offi
cials. g

The third major step In build
ing the highway Is construction
Bids for the canstruction of U.S

and state highway officials ba
lieve it's a realistic target if al

goes well.

41 are scheduled for late -196! -
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Heart Attack

- [— 967

hospitalized.

‘following his illness.

e had been hospitalized Nov.
9 when he was unable to shake
a flu attack.

Death was artributed to an
apparent heart attack. He was
believed (o have died in his
sleep,

His wife is a patient at the
Welborn Hospital Medicenter at
the present time,

Mr, Pohlkotte became the
city's traffic engineer in Octo-
bar, 1961, alter a long career
with the state highway depart-
ment. He emerged as one of the
most controversial figures
of the McDonald administra-
tion, known for shoot-from-the-
hip views and his outspoken
comments about Evansville's
traftic problems.

Recantly in Hoenita!
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Apparent Cause

Two members of the colorful engineer’s staff discovered 1
y. He" had been plumning-on returning to work mext we

MELVIN C. POHLKOTTE

POHLKOTTE'S candor on the
city's traffic sitwation and the
operation, of his department of-
ten placed him in conflict with
Mayor Frank McDonald,

During the recent cily eiec:
tion, while fielding questions

ning, espectally in regard (o
changes in the city that left an
impact an tralfic patterns. Last

year he said progress in the
city, such as the Civic Center,

from civic club members at & yoyld tusa-downtown-streets i

luncheon, McDoigld §3id his ad-

City Traffic Epgineer Melvin C. Pohlkotte, 67, of 1421 Ak mini i ici
i " A Dl ministration, had sufficient funds
died unexpectedly 3t his home this morning after recently beiavailable to finance the city's

traffic program .

Polilkotte, who had frequent-
ly complained about not having
epough money to do his job,
said when told about McDon-
ald's comment, “There's not suf-
fictent money and I don't give a
damn who says so.' Later he
backed down, but only slightly,
saying he was never denied
funtis when asking for them for
specific projects.

HE WAS ONE of the few

fappointed city offlcials  who

would talk up to board mem-

8% bers in public, Earlier this year
Mduring a Safety Board meeting
¥ at which the parking plans for

the Civic Center were discussed

& Pohlkotte wld Board President

D. A, (Jack) Pride, “You said
il's your business to get money
for the board so here's a chance
for you to perfofm."

During his more than six
years on the job he often com-

to an “obstacle course,”

PRIOR TO accepting the job
here he was tralflc signal en-
gincer in Indianapolis. He had
been employed by the state
Highway Commission In 194i-42
and from 1946 to 1935 as assist-
ant (raffic engineer for the Sey-
mour district and as director
of traffic for the Indianapolis
headquarters.

One of the first projects
Pohlkotte undertogk when he
became tralfic engineer was 10
do away with Evansville's haz-
ardous open intersections. Un-
fil that time there were_many
intersections, especiallyin
West and North Side residen-
tial aress, wishout any-traffic
signs to deslgnate which street
had the right of way.

HE OFTEN said his primary
goal was to keep the city's traf-
{ic moving. To this end he in-
stituted the practice of turning
traffic gsignals at some intersec-
Hons into blinking caution Tights
late at nicht

Traffic Chief Pohlkotte
Dies Unexpectedly at 67

plained about the lack of plan-l Another step was to chiminate

on-street parking along many of
the most heavily used streets,
This practice often made him
the object of complaints from
residents and merchants. Dur-
ing a hassle with merchants on
Lincoln and Washington in 1965,
Pohlkotte said, “They (the mer-
chants) don't own the streets.
The streels beélong to (he cily
and motorists should be able to
travel freely oo them."

HE ALSO SAID, “1f 1 had it
my way, I'd knock out the park-
ing tomorrow."

Although his death came as a
gurprise, he had told the may-
or's finance committee in July,
“I'm getting old and tired and
[ think it would be in the best
interest of the city to get some-
ane to help me out.”” He made
the comment in asking for funds
0 hire an assistant. The reques!
was denied. 2

Mr. Pohlkotte’s survivors: In-
ciude the wile, 'Mildred; sans,
Charles of Indianapolis, - and
Robert of York Haven, Pa.; and

a daughter, Mrs. Carolyn Lucas,

Lexington, Ky.
! The body will be at Fountiin
!Tcn,rn Fast Chanel -
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Rt, 41 priorifi

stnowhere“in the maze of red
tape ‘that wraps together the many
units of government and quasi-gov-
ermuneat there is an answer to the
troubles that now beset property
owners along tew U.S. 41 We're
glad to seqRaymond Andersen,ex-
ecutive director of Ui€ Tedévelop:
ment commission, trying to find that
answer.

It was Mr. Andersen’s commise
sion which notified the owners thay
must refurbish their property SO as
1o present @ more congenial aspect
10 passing meiorists and trucks.
That was putting the cart much be-

es reshuffled

fere the horse in that the property
owners were themselves victims of
the construction.

Mr. Andersen now has eased off

and is trying to get an improved
traffic flow (o reduce the noise and
potiution, He is golng after a screen
or buffer of trees along the new
road.
We hope he’ll show his historic
dotermination in this scarch. Sorne-
one must also provide for proper
drainage ateng the highway.

Then there will be a better case
for asking property owners to paint
sir garages.
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New-41 residents get
° X j
promise of noise relief

By Gene Clabes
Press Saff Reporke

Complaints by propecty OWners along
new U.S, 41 about neise from the traffic
has resulted in @ promie from the state
highway depariment to do someshing
zbout the problem.

Chief Highway Engineer N, W. Stein-
kamp said today that noise measuring
equipment will be set up along the new
laghway within the next few weaks to
determine the level of noise pollution.

The resslts of that study will be used
to decide whare to plant trées as a noise
baffer for the housing near the highway.

Steinkamp also said highway engi-
seers are looking into the drainage
problems that have developed along ke
new highway at several locations.

The promisa of aclion on the nolsc
problems were caused by the new four-
lane highway came in response to a et~

ter sent t 04istr) incer Lee Higzins
un April 24 (by Raimond An?@? exX-
ecutive director of velopment
commission.

Ancersen became involved in the

tresidents’ concern over noise poliution
and drainage ajter his commission upset

Des No 1902709

NAY 15

residents in the area with letters 1o
about 3X property owmers along the rew
U.S. 41 ordering Improvements to their
property. The letters were sent in at-
tempts to improve the city's image with
persons driving throagh.

Property owners complained bitterly
about the letiers. Andersén in responze
sont inspectors to visit the property
osners and decided *... their main
complaints are abaat (he highway, not
about our howsisg inspection program,'”
b= said,

“Bue I agree with the homeowners.
There's definitely a probkem With noise

gollution. I think the hiphway depart- -

ment should pat in some y&e of appro-
priate screening to reduce the
it is creating.”

Andersen  received a  letter from.

Steinkamp yesterday assuring him that
help was on the way.

“We are now preparing plans to Jand-
scape this pocticn of U.S. 41 (near Sauth
Harlan Avenue),” Steinkamp said.

e said in an interview teday by tele-
phene that trees alsp would be planted
at other locatlons along the new high-
way.

prodlems
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State highway officials were to be
questioned later today about when prop-
erty owners along the new US. 41 can
expect rebef frem poise and dramnage

proy i 2 new highwiy.
Ruymond Ande xecutive direc-
or ¢ recdevelopment  commission,

sumd he planned 10 question highway offi-
clals at a meetng of the Southwestern
Indiana and Kentucky Regionad Courcil
of  Governments  Technical  Trans-
portaton Commltec.

On Apnl 21 Andersen had asked the
t;ne to take action on the prodblems and

 Officials face qi:esﬁonin?

receivod word :rochM!-w]th..la v

engineer N W Steskamp tkat the drenm-
age and nose prodblems were being in-
vestigated

“The state promised me a maonth ago
some achion wenld be taken but appar-
ently they haven't done anvthing.” Ane
gersen said. 'l plan to keep asking the
question until something 15 done.”

Lawrence Cooper, chiefl of roadside
development for the state highway de-
partment, sad last week that plans for
trees along the route were being drawn
up but the siate has no meney to land-

on U.S. 41

scape the ares now  He said work oould
possibly start this fall

Andersen sad be 2lso plans o ask of-
fickals why, If the landscaping can’t be
done, duean’t the stiate cut the weeds be-
tween Diamond  Avenue and  Dovision
Street.

In addition, Andersen said, he wamts
to know why the speed it on the new
Inphway s 40 mules per hour

"I can travel 55 miles an houar on Dia.
mand Avenue.” he swd. It seens o me
that an mcrease i speed hmit on new
U.S. 41 would be proper,™

Des No 1902709
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Borries favors
AN 2 107R%
0CT 14 /‘f

trees on U.S. 41

Plapting trees along 0.5, 41 within the
city limits |5 c=zential to cark noise poliu:
tion in the ared, Ricnard “Rick” Borries,)
pemocrat candidate oY FIrst Ward coun-
cllman. sail last night,

Speakirg at a youth for Hays meeling

a#t  Democratic Headquarters, Borties

culled dor the creation of a “green bealt™

slong the sides of the nighway bothto block

o traffic noise and ensure more privacy

for residents.

Charging the stiate highway department
was slow in making such impovements,
Borries sail the city administristion shoukd
demard fast action from the stizte In plam-

ing the trees and plants.
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R AT

U.S. can't solve 41 mess, says official

The nation’s Lop highway of ficlal said
today that the lederal governmont won't
solve problems on U.S. 41 through Evin.
ville but Is willing to help the xtate and city

William Cox_girector of the lederal
hy mintralion, was In Evans
ville to inspect the truck welgh station on
US. 4)-North and address & Teamstory
Local 215 banquel tonight

The Madnonville, Ky., native sald
motorists probably will have to live with
the problems on L7S. 41 [or a long time
because the best solution — building over.
passer and o ~ would be loo
ey e

In an intefview, Cox sald, “The lirst

o -:.5\»%%@@:«#?;”& - TG

Another crash at U.S.

By Joim Pean

Press So Femartes
ASter 21 won-fats) accidents at US, 41
and Washington this year, the intarssction
claimed two lives 1ast night,

Mrs. Fansie A. Riccken, 73, of 6301
Uncol- Avence, who ran Rlecken's Shoe
with ber son, George Carl Risckin,
accigent aloup with 3 friend,

m 53, of 1838-B B, Micki-

o Botx women were Lrapped In Mrs.
Riecken's car afier a semi-tractor fraller
rig losded with tombstoass hil e car
Sroadside ax Mrs Hiccken was turning feft
from (ke southbcand lang of T1S. 41 abxut

10:50 pn
Roberl Zass St chied deputy prosecu-
hrn:.dr-v, ,smnuni

tary hter apd ane p

eh.-grnimmngsreﬂhmw«etml
mlﬂ l-he drivee of the truck, Elmer Jeo-
kins B &), of Eth Ca.
Bachanan appedred in misdemesnor coart
today and was ordeced held s=ven days ar
until formal charges ara flled, Bond wasset
by spoclal judge Maurics O Canner ai §5000

surery or $508 cash.
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Buchanan, during tediy’'s colrt sppear-
ance, testifled that he was traveling at
about 40 miles an hour and that the tralfic
light was green whin he enterad the inter-
section. He sald he tought the tarn signal
allowing traffic to tura from U5, 41 onto
Washington was red s he entered the inter«
scction.

Buchazan said be did not see any traflic
at the intersection anlil the collision He
also destified that he has been a profession-
al trisck driver siace 1947 and tiat Xe had
not been (nvolved M any secldents involy-
ing injuries. He =aid ke £ad drijes from
Elberton to Madisnoville, Ky,
and had al o Dtadinvlle uu&
stop for pine hours, six oF which he spent
do'nplrg, His destipation was Chicago, b
sald,

"“Whee that truck hit (5 car; it mjled i
up like a hall” said James D. Boyer of
Newburgh, who was dﬂv;nﬁdeasz on Wash-
ingron. " That treck just rolled ovee the car
after Bttmg it.”

Mrs. Hallie Franser of 1423 5, Garvin, &
nurse’s aide who was I hoe <ar in the
westbeand lane of tralfie on Washiogion,

said U treck dida't stow dewn ntil ftée it
WAS inNth the interseetitn.

“He {the fruck deiver) dien'd blow 2is
horn &s he got closer ta the interzection. e
ran the red light The light tarned armbor
hefore he ever got tothe intersectionand e
kept going.” Mrs, Frazier said.

Mes. Frazier and Boyer were the first
persons 1o reach the women in tie car,

“T chocked for a pulse, but coiide’d get

place for problems on US u to be
addressed is with the state of Indiana and
the city of ‘Evansville. We'd be glad
assist them in analyzing the witaation and
coming up with a poxible solution But we
won't, we can’| and we aren't desirous of
coming n and dictaling a solution ™
Cox said he Is aware ol the congestion
and safety hakarde on UUS 41 but can
understand why state officials haven't
made the highway a top priocity
“It ts a muiti-laned, alt-weatber road
that is hoving tratfic,” Cox wid "So in

officials have prosented Numerous propos.
als duriog recent months for malmg nn-
highway safer

The Evansville Urban Transporiation
Stody, # federally fended planning sgency,
has prepared a report thal makos several
suggestions for changes (n the existing
highway the mayor taui could be made "ut
a reasonably low cost

Lloyd said he thinks the state highway
commission will act favorably on
recommeadations. which include longer
left turn Janes and |mproved Lraffic light

terms of priorition, there are undouttedly
hundréds of projects In the state that nrt
worse and require more attention

Mayor Russell Lloyd and other city

synchr

A lower speed Limit, an option not men-
toned Io the report, also is being consid-
ered. Lloyd said he thinks police chief
David Juckson's suggestion to Jower the
limit 1o 35 miles an hour (s & good |dea He
%aid he'd recommand the idea (0 the state
Il the proposal is approved by the safoty
board

“There will always be speeders.” Lioyd
s31d. *'Bul experience has shown that jf
speed limit i3 35, tho speeders will be going
45 Instead of 55 0r 65."

Cox sald the state and city should con-
tnue sewking to Improve the highway
without seeking large federal grants to
bulld overpasses and
It is a0t the responsibility of the feder-
al government to take over road aystems, "

SNE

5 i
". |9¢ i J*an

Cox said “Sute and local governments
have o responsibility to help themselves.

“Some people talk aboul cutting back
on the growth of federal Intervention and
then attempt 1o <hift the responsibility of
funding for local matters over to the feder-
ol government. "

Cox yaid that In the future, the federal
government will bo providing less mofey
for new highway canstruction

“Highways are not going to go ot of
business beastse of the energy crisis,” Cox
sayd "Motor transportation of people and
Roods In golng to continue for the foresce-
able future

“But snatoad of construction, the
emphasix s going to be on re-construction
of some of the primary und secondary
roads that have sulfered at the expense of
the Interstate system.”

Evansyillo 1s to be linked to the Inter-
state system by the mid-1680s after Inter-
state 164 Iy completed. The highway s to
l[n: bailt from Interstate 4 at Ind 57 to

vision Street al the Vanderbu
Warrick county [ m%rw mayor and mfg'r
local officinls want to extend !-164 to Us.
41 at Southlane Drive

Cox sald he was unaware of any propos-
al to extend [-164 and could nit comment
on itschances of winning federal approval

11, Washington kills 2

1 Zoess sxid the maxi Ity iF con-

vicaad of veluntary mnﬂaugmer =l
lOyaln!upthnnnndnﬂnenluptotlooo
= Zos2 skld mcnmd mvnlnnhln o;;wn-
a1 carry a leaser penaliy of pot
?méﬂdayso‘rmmmnnxmzht
e seale farm or just a fine.

Sgt, Jack Tagloe, who is in of
stepped-up police enfurcement of tralfic
Jdws ok US A1, vaid police had bean patral-

e, said Mrs ﬁamm “They ware ling (he i eariier lax wight ond
tra in the car.”™ (eAlght five

atrolman William Fiscis si0d the car "Bt A8 2000 a3 we Teave,” Tayler sahd,
was knocked shogt 80 fect off the roadw: “motorists start 3 beir spuad

Into s Yot pexi to Lynda Thomas Realty oo
Washington Avenie The track Rit o Femoe
and came to a stop bobind the real estate
firen afler knocking down & soction of the
Attsched carport at the firm,

Fisews sxid Bachapan's wile. Mildved,
riding in the cab of the truck, receved
minor injurzes in the sccident But radussd
medical tréstment,

Fiserzs said tests shuwed Buchanan had
ot heen drinking aleohilic beverages.

Abou 20 af the tamlstooes on the fruck
were knocked off by the impast divd bad Lo
be memoved from the highway.

2EsI0, I'mnat sure tougher teaffic onioree-
lmtw ‘is the amswer to the traific prablemon
3

HTho lighway was absolets swhenit was
;}UK":;: i Stid 2 ll}'iuv; the r«anl‘p«m&_»l
m s Igr of the L and xmtd
“thiat's ehanged we're lhaﬁmg 16 have
pmbhcu shd accidents ke the one last

m Evansville Urban l‘ranscnrmlnn
Study kas recornmended trafflc
ehranrzation aod longer left turn lunu lwm
125 A1 anio Washinglan Avenua

There have been 2§ accldeats at the

inges = far this year, acowrding to
oty trathic records. Last year, there ware
25 aceidents The faralities last vight wese
the first at the irérsaction

The intersaction at [1.S 41 snd Walnut
leads io aceldents with 34 this year. Next is
Virginia and (.S 41 with 23, followed by
Morgan and U.S. 41, 22; Washl, and
U.S.41,21; Rivorside apd U S, 41,18, Covart
and US. 41, 16; Bellemeade and US. 41,15,
Diamond snd US. 41, 13; Division and U.S,
A1, 19; Columbia and U.S. 41, 9. Lincoln and
11.5. 41'and Southlane and US. 41, 7 each;
and Maxwell and 118 41, 2.

Mrs. Riecken was the widow of Gearge
L. Riecken. Riecken Shoe Shops was found-
&d hy George C. Riackes in Mt Veroon Ind.
The business was moved to Evangville by
Geage I Riccken in 1514,

Mrs, Riecken had been workivg 20 to 80
Saucs a week for ber san, Geerge Carl
Riccken, who had taken over the hestness
from his father.

She was a member of Betka) United
Church of Christ, Bobort Morrss Chapter
Wi 87 Ovder of the Eastern Star and the
White Shrine,

Sutviving besides ler son Carl aee

anolhier seo, Romald, Wao operates Infand
Marina of Evangville; danghter, Mrs. Mar
{ba Stalford of Tt Lavderdsle, Fla; sisters;
Wr=. Mary Benthal of Griffis, Ind,, Mrs
Mildred Baker of Mich,; brothers, Myron
Lows of Evansville and Edward Lewas of
Grlltin; and teree grandehlidren,

Services for Mrs Riecken will be st 10
am. Satunday at Alexander Funecal Home
Bagt Chapal, with burial in Meanorial Park
Cemetery.

Frionds may call alter 7 pr Loday ai
the: funeral home.

Mrs. Goad bad besu emploged with
True Value Hardware Stoves sieee Aprl),
working i the paint departmant aod 88 3
cashier, She formerly worked with Tup
Value.

Surviving Mrg Goad are a =on,
Marshall, of Verment; ber mother, Mr=
Marian Brown of Evarsyille; sister, Mes
Ruby Neucan: of ¥vanzville: beather, Ken-
ned Tyring of Oskiand City, Tnd; wnd &
nicos, Mrs Peggy Smith of Evansville:

Arrangsments are pending it Zicmerls ‘
Fountain Terrace Basd,
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The state highway department hus two
suggestions of ways Evansville can relieve
U.S. 41 traffic problems,

The city can cither do the work itself or
sacrifice other state highway projects,
state highway department executive direc-
tor Roger Marsh told the city in a letter

To the dismay of city officials, Marsh
made it clear the state won't be giving
Evansville maney for efevating US, 81

reording to city councllmaq_Robert
Dawcs:;)Mnrsh'a letter said Evansvill
when US. 41 was built to finance

any improvements — overpasses or under-
passes, turn Janes.

“The letter said ‘as you well know,” the
city agreed to pay for any overpasses or
underpasses on 41, Davies sald. * “As you
well know!" It was & surprise to me. "'

The lettor also said the stste would be
willing to help Evansville rearrange “lts
priorities,” Marsh wrote, For example, he
said the city could give up plans for
impravements on Division Streot and other
projects in return for aid on US. 41.

“Now that's a contradiction,” said
Davies, head of the city's transportation
policy committee. “First they say we have
10 pay for any overpasses or under passes,
then they say Evansville can get meaoy if
wedwant to change our priorities.” Da
said.

Mayor Russell Lloyd said ke bad never
heard of any city commitment 1 finance
additional U.S, 4] improvemests.

“There s notking In our files to indicate
this," ke said. “The next step will be to
convens a meeting of the transportation
plarmers and find out what promises were
made and get the documentation.”

As for giving up some other projects to
divert the money to U.S. 41, Lioyd saxd, “We
baven't even locked at that approach. It
would mean giving vp Division, 1164 and
Diamond, or &L least good chunks of them.™

If state money is not forthcoming — and
Lloyd doesn’t think it will be — the city may
hold public hearings on the highway situa-
tion to find ot what the public thinks should
be done,

Even if the city could sell bands to raise
the constrnection cost, the mayor said,
“We'd s2ill be faced with how o pay it back.
A boad issee just suthorfzes you to borrow
money; you still bave to pay it hack.”
Davies said he feels all the read work

Des No 1902709

Choices for 41:

MAY 31 1978

pay or sacrifice

hcmg done with state money 15 essential,
particularly Divigion Strect.

Giving up that project weuld “‘take us
hiick to step one. We'd have to start with an
environmental impact study {on elevating
U.S.41) and that would take us at lesst iwo
years," Davies said,

The state has “thrown the monkey on
our. backs. They've declded, ‘It's mot our
problem; it's your problem.!

Davies doesn't sco any way the city can
Immediatoly do anything to improve U8,
41 “except keep ke pressure on them (the
state}. When the bypass (1-164) i complet-
ed, that should help since I think most of the
trucks will take the bypass, and most of the
{@blems are with trucks going through red

ights and hitting cars."

But, the bypass, he ssid, is sveral years
Away.
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Panel considering plan to elevate U.S. 41

Raising US. 41 above ground level was
among several projects considered last
night by a policy committee of the Evans-
ville Urban Transportation Study

The project is part of an updating of a
20-year plan on transportation goals

The committee has about $200 million
worth of highway projects from which it
can select The previous 20-year plan s
being updated because of greater growth in
the Evansville are:zbmrwmm-
pated, according Keith Lochmuellér,
director of the transportytion-study grotp

The US, 41 traffic problem has attrart-
ed considerable concern.

It has been 4 trial and error type of
thing."” Lochmueller said. Earlier propos-
als included bullding overpasses for streets
that intersect the highway south of Divi
sion,

Those proposals were viewed as too
expensive

A proposal now before the committee

Chamber

By L D, Selt:

calls fer elevating 2500 feet of US. 41 from
Division to south of Bellemeade. That
project may cost about 5 million, Loch-
mueller estimated

Another proposal is for an even longer
elevauon from north of Columbia to south
of Washington Lochmueller said his office
now is In the process of getting more aecu-
rate cost figures for hoth proposals,

As plans now stand, therc would be no
access 1o the elevated US 41 for Walnut
and Bellemeade but Lincoln would have
entrance and exit ramps

One problem with the Columbia to
Washington overpass, Lochmueller sald, 15
that it would have to be higher than a
Division to Beliemeade elevated soction
because of the rallroad tracks erossing U S
41 north of Division

Both projects would reduce the number
of stoplights on U S 41

Whether either project will be built will
depend on money, Lechmueller said. Re

valifies su

or nnderpasses al 41 .3 major east-west 25 showed an improved U S, 41 wasrated as

7~
The Evansville Press

metro

Fridoy, Jonuary 20,1978 11

sad either overpass probably will require

that 30 percent of the cost be paid in local

funds since heither would probably be

approved as an all-federal project
Lochmuellor sald the present US 41

would also be retained as a local road
Other long-range traffic plans before

. el sl

the committee include
— Division Street: The plan calts for
bullding six lanes from Second Avenue to
Green River Road, and four lanes from
there east to the proposed 1-164 spur.
Division Street would go under a First
Avenue overpass and go ov-.-r Heldolbarh

CER o

OF

Governor and Garvin. Access to Division
Street would be possible at First Avenue
and Heidelbarh.
~ 1.184: The committee still s recom-
mending an I-164 spur from 1-64 1o South-
lane Drive. Present plans cail for halting
the spuc at Division
A spur from 1-64 to Southinne would
cost about $60 million and would require o
twa-tier oxit and entrance interchange on
the south side of Southlane ta avold the K-
Mart shopping center on the north side
— Walnot Streek: The plan is to widen
the present {our 9-foot lanes to 12-foot from
LU'S 41 to Heldelbach
Walnut is expected to get inereased
traffic once the Division Street project is
started
— Covert Avenue: A four-lane Covert
Avenue {from Newhurgh Road west to Riv-
erside in the near-Downtown area Is
proposed. Some widening of Covert alrcady
15 mmpm\‘d and another wuon may he
3\ amin & - T AT

pport of work on 41

under way later this vear or next year

The plan calls for extending Covert
from Its current terminalion at Garvin,
west 10 Riverside

— Plans for four-laning three treels
from Diamond 1o Pennsylvama are
proposed  Those streets would be St
Joseph, First Avenue and Fifth Avenue:
Fulton

— Eichoff-Koressel: Plans eall for
extending Eichoff, from Ind 62. north o
Koressel, It would become the western
edge for two belts around the clly to con.
nect to & future 1164 spur. The outer belt
connector would be Boonvilie-New Harmo.
ny Road while the inner belt connector
would use Marx, Mill and Lynch roads
Lynch Road would base Lo be extended east
to the spur,

— Diamond Aveasue: Extending Dia-
mond east (o Ind. 62 is called for in the
plans. That project would be aboyr §35
mnlmn Lochmueller sajd

!

Proposals by cmm Judge Wiiliam
Miller (or improvemeat of U'S. 41 with
local lunds won a limited commitment
today from Evansville chamber of com-
merce jeaders.

“The highway and streets commmev
will m 3t 4l asa specmc task,”

h 'S viee p Jnmu
Dittoe, said alter a bregkfast meeting of
chamber leaders with the judge

And both Dittoe and chamber president
Maurice 0'Daniel agreed that overpssses

Des No 1902709

streets were “desjrable.”

But 0'Daniel qualified {he statement by
ooling Lthat he considered it “a genera
staterent” that dida’t commbt the cham
lospccl‘l’lcsuppm.alanyoimtldges

Miller has called for Increases in the
county's camalative bridge fund und in the
1-cent hotel-mote) tax to finsnce ander-
passes or gverpasses at Washington Avenue
and at least one other imtersection,

A tecem survey by The Evansville
Press and telewision station WEHT Channe!

the city's top highway need by about 20
percent of tose voting in the poll, second
than 40 peﬂ:enl rating

mer the meeun th.u. he

recetved fittle encouragement from Lhe
chamber ofticlals.

“1 do think they'll consider jt," ke said,

but noted that he recelved no commitments

of support.

i Ier sald fe had askad the chamber
leadership for (s highway priomities and
received "'mo answer.”

e told Judge Miller we don't Lake
Eighway projects and say this i No. 1 and
\mxuNo 2, O'Danel sald. “We don't rank
them. "

O'Danlel and Ditto sald that a1 a
ticular time 3 speeific project |
receive top alteation from the oh .a.
lmprovement of Division Street has in
recent months, bul thal on a continuing
bauis the projects aren't listed on a prionty
basis,

They declined to speculate af wha point

S, 41 might be considered the project
nun;tBemmt attention. “We will be logk-
Ing at 41,” O'Danlel said. But he empha-
sized the chamber will be
tmprovuﬂent of 41 along with other pm}-

The meeting drew no commitment of

support for underpasses or overxass. or
for the judge's praposals for the financing,

Miller said Whe legality of such use of
hotel.motel tas Funds was guestioned He
sald (b was suggested that the law that

allows the tax might have to be rewsehﬂ
which the judge said was not an insir- ™~
frountable problem. >

Judge Miller said tte told the chamber ™=
leaders, “Fmstlil politician enolgh 10 know ‘
Teouid get 20.000 signatures on petitions to
be presented (o the legislature” asking that
the Jaw be changed, Miler has beeo Van- |
derblirgh County circuil judge for more
than 10 years and In the position is removed

from active participation in politcal party
allairs
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Willner dema
on overpas

Charging that the cily is “dragging its
feet” on a study of a proposed overpass at

US 4 nglon, County Commis-
sionér Robert Willner wants a “full report”
Monday on the status of the project.

Willner said today the study was to be
completed six weeks after a public hearing
last Nov. 21,

"Now it s lwice that,"” said Willner, “but
there is still no study. At the beginning the
city was for it, the chamber was for it and
(now) the city i$ pooh-poching it and the
chamber is pooh-poohing it

Willner said he wants Keith Lochmuel}-
er, director of the Evanpsville Urban Trans-
portation Study. the traffic planning agen-

St

LY a4

¢y, to make the report Monday morning at
the regular meeting of the county commis-
sioners.

Lochmueller said today, “1 just made a
mistake when I said T could have the study
cornpleted within six weeks.”

Lochmueller said that the Washington
Avenue overpass is not the only item being
studied.

"We are looking al the eptire corridor
between Pigeon Creek and Southlane
Drive" he said. Lochmueller sald he hopes
the study will be completed in the next few
weeks.

The study will contain an in-depth look

Des No 1902709

nds full report
s study Monday

at accident patterns, capacity and varions
alternatives for improvement of the corri-
dor, Lochmueller said.

Representatives of the Metropolitan
Evansville Chamber of Cormmerce had
called for a careful study of the proposal
hefore any action is taken.

The overpass was first proposed in
October. Al that time, Willner asked com-
missioners te join him in ordering a study of
the proposed overpass. That action was
approved and the public hearing followed,

Willner is the only Democral on the
three-member county commission, The
city administration is controlled by the

Republican Party. & ¥ & _, Cn q e
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Lochmueller urges U.S. 41 improvements immediately

By Gene Clabes

Prow $%om Roporser

Local and state officials should move
immediately to put Into effect some of the
improvements for 1S, 41 cutlined ina 250-
page study unvelled yesterday, tbe cily's
wrban transportation director said today

Direetor Kelth Lochmueller sald action
should be tuken immediately to:

— Lower the speed limil for cars and
small trucks on U. 5. 41 inside the city to 40
miles per hour and for tractor-traller
trueks 10 35 miles per hour. The speed imit
now varies from 40 to 50 miles per hour, &
factor officials say has led to several ucc-
dents along the busy streich of highway,

— Install Jeft turn Lanes an Washington
at .S, 41 and lengthen lelt turn lanes on 41
at Washington.

— Instal) sigas warning of dangerous
tnlersections and alerting drivers that they
might have to make a sudden stop.

— Stepap law enforcement aimed at
tickeling spesders.

Meanwhile, Vanderburgh Clreuit Judge

William Miller, in to Lochmueil-

er's comments, sild, “Thore is no on

that those steps should be taken. we

must look ahead to who (s golng to take the

dr:xpomulny for getting the rest of the job
o

group pushing for lmprovement of U5, 41,
said someane onust take (he lead and "set
priotities. Somne of these secondary proj-
ects mist be set aside and 41 fixed, That
highway s a killes."

" Lochmueller presented the study last
night &t a meeting of the policy committee

of the Evansville Urtan twnon
Study” The sfudy ineluded several alterns-
tives Lo easing traffiec congestion aleng the
heavily traveled main north-south route

- A 1 to eleyate Washington
Avenne at L, 8. 41 with a cloverieaf-shaped
off ramp at an estimated cost of §15
million.

— A to elevate U S Al over
Washington Avenue with di d-shaped

gather public suggestions concerning Lhe

study, Lochmueller said

Davies, who is also president of the

pollcy committee, sald 4 decision will be

made about ing allerpatives and

linancing them after t::; series of hearings,
re; jme thi

off ramps. Officials said the design would
allow northbound traffic to turn west of
Washington. That project would cost an
estimated §3.9 million.

— A propesal to widen Washinglon Ave-

P y . Miller,
who attended last nighl's study presenta-
tion, =aid, “T'm afraid they (the policy
commitiee) are going 1o scare everybody to
death with these figures, ['m sure onee the
public hearings are held we can probably

He waid this would allow through tralfle
to use that route and help retire the cost
m other traffic could use the lower

The study came out of a request last fall
by County missioner Robert Willner,
who asked that the elevation of Washington
Avenue at U, S, 41 be considered.

He sald today that the (otal stody,
“which was well done"” actually dealt wilh
mare of the total US 41 pleture than what
he bad requested.

Miller sald, “As I see 1L, it falls to three
persons (Counly Commissioner Robert)
Davies, (Works Board Executive Director
Charles) Gulledge and (City Council Presi-
dent Dayid) Koehler ™

Miller, who is a member of a citizeny’

—A
Division

through Evasville.

Among the recommendations were:
posal to elevate U8 41 from

tosouth of Washin,
noe with off ramps at Lincoln and Washing-
lon at a cost of abou! §14 million.

Ave 8115000

nue to allow for left turn lanes and the
lengthening of left turn lanes on U. 8, 41
That project would cost an estimated

A series of public heariogs will be
scheduled during the next two months to

cantly,”
an elevated toll road should be
Orlando, Fla.

cut down the cost of the projects signifi-
Miller told the committee last night that
considercd

over the existing U. S 41 similar to one in

“T think the $14 million éxpense lo
elevate Lhe majoe partof US 41 prices the
eoanty right out of the ball park

He hid suggested that the county spend
§1.5 million of the bridge fand (o build the

11779

'l
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Sfudyﬂgﬁf,ljﬁs. 41 problems to be unveiled tonight

A 250-page study citing the problems of
US. 41 through Evaosville and possible
remodies that could cost trom $115,000 to
more han $34 milllon s schedeled (o be
_unyelled tonight.

The most sweeping proposal calls for
tho elevation of UL 41 from Diviston Street
to south of Washington Avenue with off
ramps at Lincoln and Washington. A full
cloverieaf would be constructed al Division
Streel. The price Lag for Lhe entire proposal
wounld run about $14 million and require the

Ition or remaoval of an eslimated 40
houses, offictals said today -

The report will be presented topight by

Keith Lochmueller, urban Lion
director, a1 @ meefing of the urban Enm-

portation policy committes at (ke Civie
Cepnter. Lochmueller refused commant on
the report unlil after (t has been presented
(o the committee, made up of Vanderburgh
and Warrick eounty government offictals.

Implementation of any of the rerom-
mendations would have to be authorized by
city and county officials, Funds for the
work could come from local. stale, and
federal money,

The report 1s basically @ series of rec-
ommendations oo passthle ways teaflic
flow can be improved along the Key north-
south route through Evanvilie

Among those reconymends tlons arc.

~The elevation of Bellemeade and Lin-
coln avenues at US, 41, Part of Lhe plan
would be to make Lincola one-way into the
Downtown area and Bellemeade one-wiay

out of 1he city The estimated oot is aboul
$3.5-million

—The alevation of Washington Avenne
at US. 41 with cloverleai-shaped off
rumps. That project would cost an esti
mated $3.5-milllon

—The elevation of U.S. 41 over Wash-
Ington Avenwse with diamond-shaped off
ramps Offictals sald the design would
allow north-bound tralfic to turn west o6
Washington. That project would cost an
estimated $3.9 million

—~The widening of Washington Avenue
Lo allow for left turn Janes and the lengthen-
ing of lef turn lanes on 1S, 41 The projoct
woald cost an estimated $115,000.

The report also called for some other
less exponsive changes that would lnvalve
little comstruetion. Among them was a pro-

posal to redue the speed limitalong LS 41
inside the city to 40-miles-pec-hour,

Also proposed was requiring all irocks
to use only the right lanes of US4 through
the ¢ty with faster traffle remaining in the
left lanes,

It also suggests the installation of “dan-
gerous intersection” signs along the route
and stricter law enforcement The lengthy
report will be accompaniod by a slide pres-
entation which will show traffie flow alopg
U'S, 41 and cross streets

One city official said today that one of
the elides wil) shaw an Evansyille-Vandor

School Carp bus running & red light.

he stedy ks an outgrowth of one

requested kast fall by County Cormmissioner

Robert Willner oo consgtruction of an over
pass at Washington and 1S 41,
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Elforts to case the dangers of driving on
or across US, 41 showed up on several
(ronts this week, with police reporting at
least ane sign that progress ix being made

Coanty police Sgt, Robert Etheridge
reported foday that speed checks on U S 41
a8 part of the Selective Tralfic Enlorve-
ment Pragram show that driverson L' $ 41
are going slower than they were six months
ago. The program was Jaunched Jast
November,

Ethertdge sald the average speed of
drivers clocked when the program began
was 10 to 15 miles an hour over Lhe speed
Timits, with almost all drivers 10 miles over
the limit

He said speed checks now show drivers
averaging 3 to 5 miles a0 hoor over the
Umits, and credited the speeial enforce-
ment project with cutting down the speed-

Progress reported in U.S. 4
-

“Mogt people realize we're out there,”
Etheridge sad,

He sald the special patrols have shawn
that speeding is mere of & problem at night
than during the day, when running red

Des No 1902709

lights and lack of altention by drivers s a
greater problem than speeding.

His comments came as Sherl(f James
DeGroote reported nearly 1,000 tickets or
warnings were issued last month by city
and county officers warking in the special
enforcement program, with speeding
offenses leading the 1ist

DeGroote's report showed 272 drivers
charged with speeding and 448 others glven
warnings for the sume offense 1t listed 1)
arrests for drunk driving, along with seven
tlekets and 32 warnings for driving an
unsafe vehicle, 7 tickets and 2 warnings for
reckless driving, 1 beket and 1 warning for
failure (o yield the right of way. and 26
tickets and warnings for olher offenses

The report on the special enforcement
program, |n which five special green and
white police cars nicknimed | 3
weentes” are wed to patrol high-hazard
roads, came o Lhe wake of severe [ines
imposed on two out-of-state truck drivers
in misdemeancr court for rusning red
lights oa US. 41. One chose (0 serve 100
days in joil rather than pay the fine

Both were handed fines of $500 and $32
costs. in addition to 60-day suspended fall
sentences, yesterday by Judge Alan Kissin-
ger: The judge responded o complaints by
the truckers that US 41 presented prob-
lems by telling them the problems doa't
give trock drivers a “license Lo kill' por
mean local drivers “deserve the death

Ity.”
pen:ﬂailngur told the pair, both of whom

ran 1be Lght at 'S 41 and Covert Avenue,
that “T know there are problenis out there,
but they are problems of political and
bureaucratic soafus,” The judge said he
wiis referring to the decisions on the design
of the highway

He imposed the fines on Jagies B

30, of Opelika, Ala, afid Walter
Barfield, 3, of Moultrie, Ga, aft

¥ of the charges In misdemeanor

7% THE EVANSVILLE PRESS
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conrt trials Mandler: however, asked if he
could serve Lime instead of paying the fine,

whichK ger sald the Alab indicat-
ed he wouldn't pay. The judge gave Mandler
100 days n jail

Kissinger is scheduled to leave s
demeannr court in July In a roetation of Lhe
seven Superior Court Judges, bul he said he
hopes Lo announce a court pelicy concern
Ing the handling of tralfic violations on 11§
41. He declined to call it a “get-tough”
palicy. saying a “stricl attention” policy
wonld be more appropriate.

The judge sald he copldn't announce
such & policy, however, until he had dis.
cussed Jt with police off(cials, whose coop-
eration woald be needed

Efforts to alleviate problems on the
highway with an improvement program
also continued yesterday as the city's tral-
fic planning agency ted & report oo
Its study of the highway to the West Side
Improvement Association.

The West Side group added (o growing

~support for the least costly of five allerns-
tivesaffered by the study reporl, a $114.000

| safety battle

program that would Include additiona)
traffie lanes on three streets crossing 41
and lengthened Teft-1urm Janes

The group tempered Its support by vot-
ng it on the condition that o wiher majr
highway projects, soeh as the Division
Streel improvesent, are affeeted. The
director of (he planning agency, Keith
Lochmuetler, said the program would have
"0 effect on ather projects

Support for tho low-casl program has
come from several sources, although o
mernber of & “Citizens uction group seck
Ing OVerpasses on 41 expressed doults
u:d;.y about e effeetiveness of (e propis
al

The Rev Rober| Saunders, a circull
court probation dficer. said the growp has
Laken 0o stand on |he proposal Saunders
said he personally doubls if 1t would have
much affect

"I might help some,” he <aid, bt |
think )i (the belp! would be very minor.”

The cilizens group s seeking an
mereased botel-motel tax ta pay for over-
pitsses on 41
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Progress reported in U.S. 41

Elfforts to case the dangers of driving on
or across US, 41 showed up on several
{ronts this week, with police reporting at
least ane sign that progress ix being made

Coanty police Sgt. Robert Etheridge
reported foday that speed checks on 1 S 41
a8 part of the Selective Tralfic Enlorve-
ment Program show that driverson U $ 41
are going slower than they were £ix months
ago. The program was Jaunched Jast
November,

Ethertidge sald \he average speed of
drivers clncked when the program began
was 10 to 15 miles an hour over Lhe speed
Timits, with almest all drivers 10 miles over
the limit

He said speed checks now siow drivers
averaging 1 to 5 miles a0 hoor over the
Umits, and credited the speeipl enforce-
ment project with cutting down the speed-

“Mo#t people realize we're out thore,”
Etheridge said.

e sald the special patrols have shown
that speeding is mere af a problem st night
than during the day, when running red
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lights and lack of altention by drivers s a
greater problem than speeding.

His comments came as Sheri(f James
DeGroote reported nearly 1,000 tickets or
warnings were issued last month by city
and county officers warking in the special
enforcement program, with speeding
offenses leading the 1ist

DeGroote's report showed 372 drivers
charged with speeding and 448 others given
warnings for the sume offense Tt listed 1)
arrests for drunk driving, along with seven
tlekets and 32 warnings for driving an
unsafe vehicle, 7 tickets and 2 warnings for
reckless driving, 1 beket and 1 warning for
failure (o yield the right of way. and 26
tickets and warnings for olher offenses

The report on the special enforcement
program, |n which five special green and
white police cars nicknimed “greenie
weentes” are wsed to patrol high-hazard
roads, came |o the wake of severe lines
imposed on two out-of-state truck drivers
in misdemeancr court for rusning red
lights oa US. 41, One chose (0 serve 100

The Evansville Press

metrok

Both were handed fines of $500 and $32
costs. in addition to 60-day suspended jall
senlonces, yesterday by Judge Alan Kissin-
ger: The judge responded o complaints by
the truckers that US 41 presented prob-
lemis by telling them the problems don't
give trock drivers o “license Lo &ill' por
mean local drivers “deserve the death
penalty,

ran 1he Lght at US 41 and Covert Avenue,
that T know there are problens out there,
but they are problems of political and
bureaucratic soafus.” The judge said he
wiis referring to the decisions on the design
of the highway

He imposed the fines on Jages B
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court trials Mandler: however, asked if he
could serve time instead of paying the fine,
which Kissinger said the Alabaman indicat-
ed he wouldn't pay. The judge gave Mandler
100 days In Jail.

Kissinger is scheduled to leave s
demeanor court in July In a retation of Lhe
seven Superior Court Judges, but he sald he
hopes Lo announce a court policy concern.
Ing the handling of tralfic violations on 11§
41. He declined to call it a “get-tough™
palicy, saying a “stricl attention” policy
would be more appropriate.

The judge sald he conldn't announce
such & policy, however, until ke had djs.
cussed )t with police officials, whose conp-
eration woald be needed

Efforts to alleviate problems on the
highway with an improvement program
also continued yesterday as the city's tral-
fic planning a, presented & report on
Its study of the highway to the West Syt
Improvement Association.

The West Side group added Lo growing

—support for the least costly of five allerna-

safety battle

program that would include additiona)
traffic lanes on three streets crossing 41
and lengthened 1efi-1urn Janes

The group tempered its support by vot-
1ng it on the condition that ko viher A
highway projects, soeh as the Division
Streel improvement, are affeeted. The
director of (he planning agency. Keith
Lochmuedler, said the program would have
1o effect on ather projects

Support for the low-cast program has
come fron) several sources, nlthough o
merber of 3 “Citizens uction Rroup seek
Ing OVerpasses on 41 expressed doubts
:?m.y about e effectiveness of (he propos
a

‘The Rev Rober| Saunders. a circul
court probation Mficer, said (he gronwp hus
tiken 0o stand on (he proposal Saunders
said he personally doubls if 1t would have
much atfect

‘It might help some,” he <aid, “hut i
Lhink i} (the belp! would be very minor. "

The cilizens group s seeklng an

days in joll rather than pay the fine Kissinger told the pair, both of whom

“Mandlaz, 30, of Opelika, Ala,, afd Walter
Barfield, 3, of Moultrie, Ga,, afy

y of the charges In misdemeanor  tives offered by he study repor|, 2 $114.000

mereased hotel-motel tax ta pay for over-
passes on 4l

Immediate action on U.S. 41 urged

Suppért for Unnm\n action to relieve
traffic problems along US. 41 has been
voiced by East Side residents attending the
first of a seﬂesofmet.i%gnntwmw pro-

im) ents are being discussed.
poeggmp;uo:;;!‘ was voiced for all five,
alternatives offered by tfie Evansville
Urban tion Study, the city's traf-
fic planning agency, at a meeting last night
of tﬁo East Enders civie club.

The Is were presented by direc-
tor Keimueller of the tra -
tion study agency at the meeting at Wessel-
man's cafeteria at Lawndale shopping
center. Costs of the alternatives range from
$114,000 to about $14 million, the latter for
elevation of U.S. 41 from Division Streat
south beyond Washington Avenue.

Nearly 20 persons attended the meel-
ing. Lochrynueller said one question that wag
raised was what kind of traffic problems
would result from elevating the highway,
interrupting the flow of traffic during
construction.

The traffic agency director said there
appeared to be agreement that immediate,
low-cost steps to relieve the traffic prob-
lems should be taken, although there was
support for further improvements such/n{

one or more overpasses in the future.

The five alternatives offered by the
traffic planners include the $114,000 pro-
gram that would include additional left-
turn lanes, lengthening other left-turn
lanes, lowering of speed limite and
increased enforcement of traffic laws.

The East Enders’ meeting was the first
of four this week at which the proposals are
being presented to organizations. Other ses-
stons at which they will be discussed are
meetings of the West Side Improvement
Association at noon tomorrow at Indiana
State University Evansville, the Belle-
meade-Bayard Park Nelghborhood Associ-
ation at 7:30 Thursday night at the city’s
housing rehabilitation office at 831 Chan-

dler, and the Friday Fellowship of Bethel
United Church of Christ at 2:30 Friday
afternoon at the church. ‘

A poblic hearing on the US. 41 study
report is scheduled at 7.30 this evening at
the county commissioners' meeting room in
the Civic Center.

The public hearing will be held as part
of a meeting of the transportation study's
policy committee.

The Metropolitan Evansville Chamber
of Commerce board and vity council have

already endorsed the immediate, low-cost 2

alternative,
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- Criticism clouds future of 41

By LD. Seifs
fress dutt Reozrer
A series of Immiedlate Improvemaonts to
ease U.S, 41 tzaffic problems Io Evansvilie
Ie ezpected to be approved wiihin fbe next
yaouin, although the Jong-range ontlook Js
being clouded by 5 .gowmg controversy
over elevatlon of the highway. 3
Oppasition to a campaign to piy for
oyeTpasseswith @ hutehmoted tax fnercise
2az been axprezsed by matet operators, and
the owner of the cily’s largest motel kas
challenged sny move that would complete-
iy ellmipase stopllgets e

—E!

Greair'gsld yesterday af ebiminatlon
‘S!U]!Eg'?is aiy the bighway In Evarsville,

nickoamed "Stoulight City" Ly truck driv-

s,
. Green said elintitating stoplighison the
~ high'eay wonld eneourage drivers (o hury
through Bvznsville aod wird up Stapping in
Hengorson'to spend mancy. 4
He saié he opposes Ao inceease in 1he

B e

41,
“In oy opinzon. & will huef businessin  been
galle™ Executive Inn omnet Roberd seeking tan hatel.mintok tax inezpase, from

Des No 1902709
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+ hotelgratel tox for any reasom
s comments came In the sake of &

mecting ¢ wook by tiie ownors and opera- -

tors 01 15 othermotels who expressed oppo-
sition to $he tax increasa pdan, which was

sed Jast year,
E reule J.ugzv: Witliarn Mlller, ah adyo-

cate af averpusses fa relieve treaffic prob-
leras on US. 41, peopased the kolel-molel
tax iperease 3EEE Mty SOMmiLsicnies
failed to vote an increased cumulative
bridge tix to provide funés for the ssme
5C.
¥ ninfeemel "Etiacns group” Bis sinee
farmed and has cirquluied pettions

porcent t0 4 or 5-percent. to finance
OVETPASSES. )

Members of the group kave ralkked no
objestlene, publle)s ac lesst, toshorl-range
improvements prapesed in & study of U.S.
41 peablema by the city's trajtie placning
sgeccy, the Evarsyile Urban Transporie-
tion Study.

The azency's ficector, Keith Toch

MAY 221975

o

lee Evansville Press

meller,2ald today he will recommend that
his agenes's polles commltees endorse &
series ol lmmedlaresteps tolmprovessfely
on the Jighway: -

Amceg the aroposed impravemenisare
widening of Washingtan Avefue o both
sldesol41, wideningof Riveralde Drive ana
Colembid Steact to the cast of the higiway,
pating 0§ watning Sighs on ¢ross sireess,

@

lowering 5¢ spoed Yimdd on psst of 41
throvzhi the city, and lengikening of left-
turpJings vn the highway,

State Bighwas Comondssion offfcials
hava atreaty =il they would racanimend
that (ke promesed lowering of e spicd
Urnit i0 40 enpkhe approved by the carnm|s-

ion, The poisent spsed limit on TS, 41
-

7%  THE EVANSVIELE PRESS

Tuesday, May 22, 1679 9

Improver

Varies, Stme seclions airesdy ans 40 mph,
while ctRers are 50 mph.
Na ¢osnmltment has baen giver of the

Jeapthened Jofe-tukn lanes, with district

hizhway officlals saying tkat peopasal will
be considired most yeay.

Coss of the improvements that wonlg be
firanced by ke gity, including the street
widenihz, has been eslimzled at a little
oves S100,000 and approva of an itminudi-
ate, shorlrange program Lz expacted with-
i L2 cex mondh by e Iralfic pluening
dgency policy committes.

© Streog suppart for ke nmediate
Improverndnts bas boer solced at a scrics

elevation of 1L 41, which wixendarsed by

the Evansville Oeban Trsnsportation Study

|5t year as patt of Us longeranze teaflic
o -

.

The elevations wis includnr in the long-
range plao, but wes seliedyled to be carzled
out m 15 to 20 years. Tae ¢ampaign for
elevaiicn of at teast part of the %wv;q.',
Fiest with cumulalive bridge funds ardiat-
er with tize hotel-talel fixx hozet, js-aimed
At providing overpessas rore quickly,”

The Execulive Inn owsner £ 215008 the
first %o opanly oppose eliminacion of il
stopligtia an tae digzway. Same lecal offt-
cials 5aid, privately, Ual bis remarks were

OF “citizen pardicipation” lngs, Lons
deeted by Eoshroelley and bz staff. The
2Epport has come from neightarzocd and
allier eommanity orgaxizatlans, including
the West Slde Improvenient Assaclation
and the Bellemende-Bayard Park Associa-
$i0n. Suppars has 2lse Lietn cxpressed by the
Metropolitan  Evassvilic Chamber of
Qammuree,

lczz clear i= the fotire of plovs for

r <t 0f the debate nearty 26 yedrs
azo oa dio ariginal designad US. 41, ©
Sorez husing atthantl pposel
Q7eTpasees ol he saine grovnds. that they:
woald speed polemisl cusiomers through
the ¢ily and haurt hosicess, :
Ollfer shjerticns ware 2120 raiked, Hod:
the dasign faally dcoepied haz been dsiled”
}.pe beslihe state was able. or walling, 1g-
JUET--1N y
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Koehler expectin

o’\q

Mozt of a series of improvemenm)to
ease traffic ;:;oblem alon ACouncIlmw be
completed this year, Cily a0
David Koehler said 1ast-mmghtafter the
projects were endorsed by traffic plnnners.

Koehler's remarks came after the
director of the city’s traffic plarming agen-
ey, Keith Lochmueller, said the entimated
cost of improvements the city would
finance comes to about $60,000

Koehler is a member of the Evansville
Urban Transportation Study policy com-
mittee that approved, as expecied, the
short-range improvements recommended
by the agency's staff, headed by Lochmuell-

Tbe action came in a two-hour mesting
al which advocates of an elevated U.S. 41
called for speedier action to provide per-
manent improvemem.n

A spokesman [6r 8 “concerned citizens
group” that is circulating petitions urging
an increased hotel-mote] tax to finance
such improvements told the committee
there was a danger that the short-range
projects would | give people "a false sense of
! security.”

The spokesman, William Kessler,
' recalled that the Jate Melvin Pohlkotte in
the early 1960s urged, as the city’s traffic
engineer, that US, 41 be elevated over
cross streets,

“;'ll only we'd listened to hum," Kessler
said,

Kessler and other advocates of an ele-
vated highway, including Circuit Judge
William Miller, endorsed the short-range
improvements that include widening of
Columbia Street, Washington Avenue and
Riverside Drive at 41 to provide ndd!uonal
traffic lanes.

But they sald the short-range pmjem
should be [n conjunction with elevation, nol
instead of it,

The short-range plan was basteally out-

Des No 1902709
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Ined m a report by Lochmueller's staff as
one of five alternatives for U5, 41 improve-
ments, and Miller told the committee, "We
don't consider Altermative 1 an slterna-
tive." He argued that the plan won't solve
the real problem, which begins with an
inadequale design.

The judge reviewed the alternatives
listed by the traffic planning agency, and
rejected most of them, He said conversion
of Lincoln and Bellemeade to one-way
sireets would fail to solve the problems,
elevation of those streets over 41 would fail
to address the problem at Washington
Avenue, and elevation of Washington over
41 would create problems at Bosse High
School,

Miller urged the committee Lo proceed
with elevation of 41 over Wasbington, but

left turns be eliminated. He add-
ed that the last alternative, elevation of 41
from Division Street south past Washing-
ton, was “obviously the most desirable.”
The judge acknowledged that the obstacle
was the financing of the extended elevation,
for which the enst has been estimated at
more than §14 million.

The eircait judge launched his remarks
by recalling his initial involyement in the
debate, recommending an increased cumu-
lative bridge fund tax to finance improye-
ments.

He said that in the year since then there
had been four deaths and 534 accidents
along US. 41. Miller siid that even st a
copservative flgure of 2,000
damage for each accident, the cost is over
$1 ion @ year without counting the loss
of life or personal injuries.

"These figures dermand something be
done,” Miller said. "The public demands
something be done.”

The meeting included one exchange
between Miller, a Democrat, and County
Commissioner Rohert Schaad, a Republi-

n and a member of the committee,
Scbaad said be was unwilling to spend local
money to solve problems that were created
by the state in huilding U/ S. 41.

He also argued that the solutions should
come from professional traffic planners.

“What the average citizen know
about solving traffic problems?", Schaad
asked, "“Nothing."

Schaad, in arguing that solutions should
come from professionals, said, "1don't care
what the mass of the people think” about
how the problems on 41 should be solved.

Miller challenged Schaad, questioning
whether he had ever voted for an overpass
or bridge on the city's East Side, “I'm sare |
have,"” d said, but admitted under the
judge's questioning that he didn’t recall
where.

Speaking insupport of elevation of 41 In
addition Lo Milier and Kessler were Inland
Marina operator Ronald Riecken and an
unsuccessful candidate in the primary for
the Republican nomipation for mayor,
Bradley TenBarge.

Members of the committee assured the

g] improved 41in‘79

avdience, which included Democratic may-
oral candidate Michael Vandeveer, that the
short-range improvements npproved were
nol the final steps to be taken “This is not
the end of it," commitiee chairman Robert
Davles, a county commissioner, sald.

The unanimous vole on the prolects
came after Lochmuoeller reported on prog-
ress on some of the improvements, He said
all-red clearance on US. 41 traffic lights,
giving a few seconds when a red light shows
in all four directions, has already been put
into effect.

He =ald the state had said it would
consider lengthened left-turn lanes on 41
neEXL year.
Lochmueller said the steps to reduce the
speed Jimit ‘to 40 miles an hour were
proceeding, #nd said an effort would be
made to get traffic-actuated traffic s:gnah
toreplace timed signalsinstalled along U.S
41 this year. He explained that the signals
were to be installed as part of a computer-
ized traffic synchronization contract. and
the contractor would be contacted to see i
the lights could be put in along 41 this year.
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U.S. 41

JOo—29-719570

By Herb Marynell
Brens Salf Begarter
Preliminary work Lo widen and
improve three, and possibly four, intersee-
tions on U.S. 41 In Evansville may be start-
ed pext year, accordjng to city offictals.

‘Those intersections are at Washington,
Virginia, Covert and Riverside, The work
will include widening, adding of left turn
lanes and possibly a right turn lane ol
intersections, and turn signals to im,
traffic flow.

US. 41, long a traffic headache, was the

® 0CT 241500

scene this week of another fatal accident.
An Evansville woman was killed in a ealli-
siop 3t the Washinglon Avenue intersection.

Mayor 2332 <.=a~..2.~ said that
US 41 was "a major concern” and that he
wouldn't want to see any of the U.S, 41
intersietion work projects “fall by the way-
side.”

A 1977 survey by the Evansville Urban
Transportation Study showed thst oul of
the nine intersections with the most need of
improvement, five were along US, 41. The
Walnut intersection ranked fourth, Wash-

impr

Inglon filth, Virginia sixth, Riverside sev-
enih and Covert ninth.

Improving the Walnut intersection is
included In the city’s planped Walnul Strect
development.

Improvements for the two worst inter-
sectlons in the survey — Morgan and Oak
Hill Road and Diamond and First Z.nz.n

Road intersection, which ranked elghth in
the survey, ig included in the planned
upgrading o! Green River from Bolle-
meade to Monroe,

City engineer Richard Eifler said if the
city decides to upgrade US. 41 Intersec-
(ions at Washington, Riverside, Covert and
Virglnia, preliminary design te.w right c.

David Gerard, transil study director,
soid the 1977 suryey will be updated by next
Fehruary and a new priority listing made of
intersections in of fmprovements, He
£3id he expected the US. 41 intersections
probably would remain at the lop of the list.

The priority list is based on the amount
ol {raffic low delay, the capacity lo handle
the ber of vehicles and the pumber of

way purchases and an envir

— haye been ted. The Col

First Avenue intersection, which ranked

third, is included in the proposed First Ave-

nue improvement project,
Tmproving the Washington-Green River

5.6!.. ¢ t probably could be com-
pleted in 1981,

That would open the door to some inter-
section work in late 1981 ar during 1982, he
said.

accidents at Intersections, he said.
Vandeveer said an area of the eity that
might have an effect on We priority List Is
around the Eastland Mall belng ballt along
Narth Green River Road. A committee is

ovements are planned

studying what the mall impact will be on
needed Leaffic improvements at intersec-
tions around that far East Side develop-
ment.

Thase improvements, incloding possi-
ble extension of Vieginia and Vogel streets
east of Green River Road, conld have &
price tag exceeding $3 million, Vandeveer
said,

But, the mayor sald, because of his con-
cern over US 41 he "wouldn't like to se¢
any of thase (US, 11 projects) bumped, 1
don't want tosee theminany way fall by the
wayside"
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JurOr: U
delayed

Felings thut U.S, 1 is 20 unsate Lt
<omye accidents can't be preveated causeda
clremt vourt jury to dellberate nine Faues
before finding 8 Heoderson matt ZUllty of

| “dranken driviop in i traific deati.

Ope jury member. whe asked not o be
identifsed, exid the entire jury agrewd from
thie start thas Jeek D, Wilson, 39, was pulity

of drankets driving ecident
thas claimed the kifgdl Rese N. Flemin, s%
of 1415 Judson. =

Witsnn tested at .20 percent Dlood -aloo-
Tl contert 1 few hours affer e accident.
twice fhe amount thit constiwles intoxiea-
tian in Indsana. Howeaver, the jurarsaid thal
“many ballnts”™ wee past before 3l reem:
bers iareed on the guiliy veedict.

Deunken driving taat causes i death s
felony i Indians that cartles 3 LF0- 7]

rear sentence. Drunken driving br

{igeld 35 nustemearar calling for suspen-
glop of a person’s driver's lxense apdiora
fine and jail term. :

iSomee of us thaught the sccldent coold
have ovcurred anywas,” ibe jurec sald.
“The Jights dor't always work propecly o
41, and it hiad been caining & 17 thal daz~
There was azreement fram e siart hat he
was drunk- Bt thece was & queation abont
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"Unsafe' 41

7 1981
verdict

bow unsafe e ighway s, We kad to weigh
that a long tima™

During jucy 2eloctions Wilson's atorniy.
Cacllon Buchanan 0 Heodersou. ques-
tivosd (lue praspective: JUrors whelher they
§olt 0.8, 4] i< anunsaferoad, Nearly all sa
by feld )t was hazardoss,

Deguty. prosecator Tesoy White Lhen
asked if it were unsafe becausz of the way
people drive or bermuse of the cosstruetios.
The constructlon wis blamed by maoy of
the potencisl arors and was listed as a
contnibuting factur by these! whe wlso
blamed puoe driving 1isl

Wit conceded Loday that he bad heen
worcied that the urors” feelirgs aboat the
rixad’s design might weeken his Case, kul
fhat it w5 chvions it wou'd he difilenls Lo
salect @ paned of jurars Liat did rot believe
the highwas was dangerous

Wilson will be In comrs Mouday s & pre.
sontence Investigation can be bepen. Actoal

sentencing ko tot expected for about o

memth.

Thieaccidentoccurredat the US. 4L and.

Washinglon intersextiva. Foor peaple,
inclading Mrs. Flaming, have been killed
{heresinee August, 1957, and numerous K55
sprinus accadenis NAYE areureod.
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Preliminary traffic plan looks at elevating U.S. 41

T e P Rk

Although plans are in the early
stages and a construction date has

not been discussed, the Ev ille
Urban Transportation Study is
1 ating a portion of

U.SA41 to improve traffic flow.
Anelevated U.S. 41 isone of 20
road projects included in the pro-
posed 2010 Transportation Plan.
The estimated cost is nearly $150

million.

Rose Zigenfus, executive direc-
tor of EUTS, said planners are
looking at two options.

The first option involves elevat-
ing U.§.41 from the Lloyd Express-
way to Riverside Drive

The second option would in-
volve eliminating median cuts
along the same portion of the high-
way and building overpasses for
some cross streets.

Both options have not been

throughly evaluated.

"“The plans are very prelimi-
nary,"” said Mrs. Zigenfus, "“"We
don’'t have a consensus on the
plans by the staff.”

The proposal, presented at a
EUTS meeting this week, included
widening U.S.41 to six lanes from
the Lloyd Expressway to Inter-
state 164.

Other improvements involved
removal of traffic signals at River-

gide Drive, Bellemeade Avenue,
Walnut Street and Columbia
Street. Additional turn lanes
would be constructed at the U.S, 41
intersections of Covert, Washing-
ton and Lincoln avenues.

The updated transportation
plan earmarks 4.9 million for the
U.S. 41 project.

The plan will be presented to
area officials before public hear-
ings are scheduled.

Study proposes elevatmg part of 41

By Brian Kunkel
Stall reporier

An elevated U.S 41 from the
Lloyd Expressway to Bellemeade
Avenue and a six-lane Lloyd Ex-
pressway-Indiana 66 from Green
River Road to Indiana 231 in New-
burgh may be in Evansville's trans-

' portation future,

The Evansville Urban Transpor-
tation SOV tr—npdetinme 1S Tong"
Travepertation plan, designed
to address urban roadway needs in
the year 2010.

A number of proposed road im-
provement projects, some new,
some carried over from a previous

' long-range plan, are under review.

The most significant of which is

Des No 1902709

the proposed widening of the Lloyd
Expressway from four to six lanes
east of Green River Road toitsinter-
section with Indiana 231.

Rose Zigenfus, director of
EUTS, said the proposed widening
would help alleviate current and
projected capacity problems on In-
diana 66, as well as siphoning ap-
proximately 6,000 vehicles a day
from both Outer Lincoln Avenue
and Newburgh Road.

Both are targeted for significant
daily traffic increases due to con-
tinuing residential and commercial
development ou the city’s East Side.

The project has an estimated
construction cost of over $65 mil-
lion, without including right of way
acquisition or relocation costs, she

An overpass at the Indlana 261
intersection would be included in
the project.

Another proposed project is the
clevating of U.S, 41 from the Lloyd
Expressway to Bellemeade Ave. It
carries an estimated construction
cost of over §11 million, Under this
proposal, U.S, 41 would remain four
lanes.

Another proposed improvement
to U.S. 41 recommends it be wid-
ened to six lanes from the Lloyd
Expressway to Interstate 164, As
parl of this improvement, traffic
lights at Riverside Drive, Belle-
meade Avenue, Walnul and Colum-
bia streets would be removed.

A construction cost of 4.5 mil-

lion was put on this project.

A partisl list of other roads un-
der consideration for future im-
provement include First Avenue,
Diamond Avenue, Oak Hill Road,
Weinbach Avenue, Green River
Road, Mill Road, and Boeke Road.

Zigenfus said how realistic these
future road improvements aree de-
pends upon the availability of feder-
al funding.

Zigenfus said the EUTS techni-
cal and policy advisory boards will
be asked at next month's meeting to
decide on which road projects they
consider most important.

After recelving public input, the
recommendations will then be used
in planning future projects for city
and county agencies to implement.

e —]2—/q90
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Plan to reduce truck traffic on U.S. 41 urged

HERB MARY,
.Ct')uﬁarmﬂW%E/ 2-725

Paul Bitz, a former state sena-
tor who near U.S, 41, would
like fewer trucks and less noise
along the highway.

Bitz made a plea Tuesday to the
Evansville Urban Transportation
Study technical committee for
help.

He urged local officials to en-
courage the state transportation
department to reroute trucks to
Interstate 164 and require trucks
that do use U.S. 41 to stay in the
right lane,

Requests to reduce the number
of large trucks on U.S. 41 have
come up before at several meetings
of city boards, City officials usually
gay they have little control over
solving that problem.

Des No 1902709

State highway officials at the
the transportation committee
meeting said the agency has talked
about trying to get drivers of large
trucks to use the interstate, but
can't force them to do so.

"We tried signs, but the trucks
go where they want,” said John
Curry of the state transportation
department.

But Bitz contended the Legisla-
ture could enact legislation to get
the job done, noting he was chair-
man of the Senate committee on
highways and roads during two
terms he served.

The Indianapolis area already
requires trucks with hazardous
materials to use the interstate,
Bitz said. He said trucks also can
be required to stay in the right-
hand lane.

He urged local officials to take

a stand on getting trucks off U.S.
41

"You've got to yell a little or
you won't get anything,” Bitz said.

Rose Zigenfus, the transporta-
tion panel director, said there are
state laws requiring trucks to stay
in the right hand lane except for
switching lanes to turn left or
when the right-hand lane is closed.

State officials said it would be
up to local police agencies to en-
force the law,

Bitz also suggested the state
consider lengthening the left-turn
lane for eastbound traffic along
Lloyd Expressway at Stockwell
Road. Cars, heading to shopping
centers in the area, frequently
stick out in lanes for through traf-
fic and “someone is going to get
killed.”

Another suggestion by Bitz was

that during the replacement of the
expressway bridge over Pigeon
Creek the state should designate
an alternate route for trucks.

That will help maintain a
steady flow of traffic for cars over
the four expressway lanes to re-
main open during the bridge pro-
ject, he said.

Appendix F, Page 101 of 185



Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 102 of 185



Mother continues

"z‘-,?

push for pedestrian overpass

By ANGELA HIGGINS
Courer stat! witer

Wagaesis dwing everything
gha ¢an to have a pedestrian overpass
butlt acrass US, 41 at Washington Av-
enue,
Ms. Wagner has written letters to
the Indiana Departmoent of Transporta-
tion, but gotten no answers,

She's also had a petibion signed hy
800 people in favor of the pverpass, and
aven consulted kawyers on what stepa to
take (o ensure the safety of her daugh-

while crossing US, 41 last year on her
way home from Bosse High Schoal.

On Aug. 26, 1996, an eastbound mo-
torist turning from Washingtoo Avenos
onto US 41 struck Hillary, who was 14.

Police reparts said the driver had a
green light, but was at fsult for failing
to yield to the pedestrian, He was not
Licketed.

“It"s not just Hillory, but my younger
daughter and all the other students that
will attend Bosse. They should concen-
trate on their educations and not have to
worry ghout their safety to and from

Ms. Wagner, of South Kentucky Av-
enue, also said her dsughler was very
upset about the accident and 15 now tar-
rified to cross US. 41 Afier the acci-
dent. bus service was extended to cross
.S, 41 as a temporary remedy.

But Hillary was involved in after-
school activities duriog the school year
that left her no choice other than W
wail, sometimes up Lo an hour, for hor
mother Lo leave work and pick her up.

“It iz a shame that it will probahly
take a child getting killed for people to
realize the necessity of an overpass,”

Hillary said she sees kids dart across
LS 41, but she always looked both ways
hetiore crosuing the strest, She also amd
other kide do not eem 1o care becaose
they think it will not happen to them.

School Board Member Michael
Duckworth aaid if the overpass iz built.
the sehool can forcs students 1o vse 1L as
part of &chool policy,

“Stadints ean be punished for bad
behuvior an & bug or at 4 crosswalk, so
students could be given jaywalk tickets
for failing to use the crosswalk," Dack-
worth said, Duckworth sad he would

ter, Hillary, 15, who was struck by u cur

school,” Ms, Wagner sad.

Ms, Wagner said.

[ SN —-—

nos stop Nghting for the overpass.

Accident revives overpass argument

?027'9

Bosse student hit at Washington, U.S. 41

By DAVE HOSICK
Caurier staff writes

An accident that injured o Bosse High
Schonl student Moaday has given new life toa
10-year-old debate an the need for a overpass
for students crossing US, 41 at Washington

ue,
Hillary Wagner, 14, of 1157 S, Kentucky

. Ave., was hit by a car while crossing US. 41,
. She was taken Lo St. Mary's Medical Center
with a hip bruise nnd released after treat-

ment.
Police say I:aic Stineon, 18, of 1745 8, El-

Des No 1902709

liott St., was eaztbonnd on Washington Av-
enue, turning north on US, 41, when he hit
the girl in the crosswalk at 2:58 p.m,

Police reports said he had a green light,
but was at fault for failing to yield to the
pedestrian. He was not ticketed,

Srhool Board members have propesed the
overpass project several times over the past 10
years, bat the Indiana Department of Trans-
portation has continually said the project is
unwarranted, Bosse Principal Robert Adams
smd.

But proponents of an pverpass say Mon-
day ‘s aceident 1= & typical example of the dan-

ger students face when crossing the intarsec-

Hon.

Michael Duckworth, 8 Vanderburgh Coun-
ty Sheeiff's deputy and schoal board member,
has spearheaded several efforts for the aver-

Nﬁ?\\v‘e tried to address this safety issue in
ﬂnpast,andINDO’l‘isdwoncthatdmppe}i
the ball,” Duckworth said, “This is a dassic
example of why we need an overpuss at that
location, Students have # tendency, in their
adolescence, to dart across (the intersection),
and there 1% a lot of potentinl for accidents
there.”

Adams agreed and 2aid he will be writing
a Jetter to the school corporation requesting
that the overpass project be revigited.

“{INDOT) never gave us any clear an-
swers why it rejected the overpass ides,
Adams said “There sre 4 great number of
siudents who live on the other side of (ULS.) 41
and there is a lot of traffic in that area,”

Adiams zaid he thinks the state agency re-

jected Whe proposal for lack of funding.

“Human life is a lot more important than
the cost of a project like this," Adams said,

Duckworth has also propesed the schoul
corporation provide bus transportution for
students croasing US. 41, but says board
members have stalled on the idea in the past
He said he will propase the busing idea at the
next school board meeting,

A representative from the state agency un-
available for comment Monday.

- - o —
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Project Citizen can make community better

Thursday, April 20, 2006
Being a judge for We the People: Project Citizen wasn't as glamorous as, say, judging "American ldol" contestants.

But | enjoyed the task, and my three-person panel, which also consisted of state Sen. Vaneta Becker and Pat Tuley,
Evansville-Vanderburgh School Corp. director of support services, did a reasonable impersonation of Paula, Randy and

Simon, without the pancake makeup.

Project Citizen offers students in middle school a very personal form of civics education. At a time when citizen
participation in government affairs is often sparse, Project Citizen encourages students to essentially adopt a community

problem and develop plausible solutions.

Along the way, students are required to tackle the same rigorous questions that confront public officials all the time: How
much will the solution cost? How will it be funded? What are the advantages and disadvantages of the solution? Who

would be opposed to the solution? Does it meet constitutional muster?

The problems students chose this year were a diverse lot. My panel heard two oral presentations, including one from
Glenwood Middle School students, who decided they were tired of being harassed while walking to and from school by a

group of winos hanging around a nearby liquor store.
They worked on a plan to encourage more police patrols.

Plaza Park Middle School students told us about their vision of a pilot program to replace traditional, heavy textbooks with
computer pixels in some EVSC schools. They researched a similar effort in Daviess County, Ky., schools and the grant

under which it is being funded.

We also looked over some of the other projects, which included one about the need for tornado-safe shelters at mobile
home parks (Thompkins Middle School) and for a pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue (Washington

Middle School).
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Students must develop an eye-catching portfolio, which encourages them to not just explain their issue, but show it. They

have to show the depth of their research by putting all of their materials in a binder.

During oral presentations, they must explain what they have learned about their chosen problem while standing before

some skeptical judges - although our panel stayed away from any Simon-like rants.

Teams that perform the tasks most capably get to represent Indiana's 8th Congressional District at a statewide

competition.

Project Citizen is a worthwhile effort, one which has the potential to make the community better. And for the judges, it
provides an opportunity to learn more about life through the eyes of young people and maybe see the development of

some future "idols."

- John Martin

464-7594 or jmartin@evansville.net

© 2011 Scripps Newspaper Group — Online

Cloverleaf planned at Lloyd, U.S. 41

By John Martin

Wednesday, July 4, 2007

State transportation officials are pushing forward plans to revamp the interchange at U.S. 41 and Lloyd Expressway and

remove traffic signals there.
Construction on the $27 million project, which will make the intersection a full cloverleaf, is scheduled to begin in 2010.

State officials are attempting to acquire right-of-way for on and off ramps, including a piece of Evansville-Vanderburgh

School Corp. property at Howard Roosa Elementary School, 1230 E. lllinois St.
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Howard Roosa, which is at the northeast corner of the intersection, stands to lose a few parking places and a section of its

playground.

More than a dozen homes are in the same ramp's path. Some are vacant.

Also impacted are Trinity Lutheran Church and Moore's Landscaping and Garden Center on East lllinois Street.

"They will more than likely be bought out and relocated," said Jim Earl, project engineer for the Indiana Department of

Transportation (INDOT).

Right-of-way acquisition is simpler at the other three corners because fewer structures are present, Earl said.

The new cloverleaf will require relocating the overhead pedestrian bridge on the Lloyd, which is just east of U.S. 41 and

used by some Howard Roosa children.

The new bridge will be several feet farther east, and it is to become part of the Pigeon Creek Greenway.

"It will connect on the south side of the Lloyd at Walnut, and use that new pedestrian bridge to go to Virginia Street," said

Glenn Boberg, Evansville Parks &amp; Recreation Department parks planner.

All of that work is to be funded in the cloverleaf plan's budget.

"In essence, we get the trail for free," Boberg said.

The cloverleaf ramp to be built near Howard Roosa will be 80 feet to 100 feet away from the school at its nearest point,

according to the state's plans.

INDOT officials on Monday showed School Board members a drawing and aerial photograph.

The board took no action on the matter at Monday's meeting. Members said they want to see firsthand how close the

ramp will be to the building and hear the views of Howard Roosa staff.

Howard Roosa Principal Pat Day-Kohlman couldn't be reached for comment Tuesday.

Board member Mike Duckworth said he wants to know about the project's noise impact and how the school will

compensate for the lost parking and playground spaces.

Earl told the School Board that the Howard Roosa property issue needs to be resolved to keep the project on schedule.

"When is your deadline?" Board member Sally Becker asked.
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"Last month," Earl replied.

The Rev. Wade Butler, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church, said the church "has been approached" by state officials, but he

declined to comment further.

Michelle Avis, an employee of Moore's Landscaping and Garden Center, said the business has been contacted by the

state but "we haven't heard anything for some time."

© 2011 Scripps Newspaper Group — Online

Letters to the editor:

Staff Reports

Sunday, September 2, 2007
Overpass is needed across 41 near Bosse
To the editor:

A pedestrian overpass linking Wesselman Park with the Evansville State Hospital grounds is a nice idea, but there is a
greater need for an overpass on another stretch of state-owned highway. It is only through the grace of God and the
common sense of the students that no one in recent memory has been seriously injured or killed on their way to Bosse

High School.

A pedestrian overpass of U.S. 41 is just as necessary to link the homes of the children with Bosse as the existing link for

the homes of the children with Harrison.

Now, | know that the money is earmarked to link the parks, but I'm sure one doesn't have to look too far into the history of
politics to find an example where the ear that was marked magically moves from the right to the left. This is usually
accomplished with a nod and a wink and a shazam! A big campaign contributor finds his pockets lined with more money

than he gave.
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So, just this once, let's wave our magic wand and do what's needed and not what's nice. I'm sure Mayor Jonathan
Weinzapfel and 8th District U.S. Rep. Brad Ellsworth would agree that it is better to protect the future of our community

than it is to make it convenient on our day off.
Bob Baldock

Evansville

© 2011 Scripps Newspaper Group — Online

Letters to the Editor for September 4, 2007

Staff Reports

Tuesday, September 4, 2007
Walkway over U.S. 41 needed for Bosse
To the editor:

| recently read where the Indiana Department of Tranportation will release $1 million in
long-dormant funds to construct an overpass walkway over the Lloyd Expressway. The
walkway will connect Wesselman Park to the Evansville State Hospital grounds.

This is all nice and dandy and would be a good thing, but what about a walkway over
U.S. 41 at Washington Avenue? Bosse students and neighbors need a walkway first.

Mark Chandler

Evansville
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Pedestrian overpass

The Issue: School Board again looks at Bosse situation. Our
View: Despite pessimism, another look could have value.

Staff Reports

Friday, September 14, 2007

An idea that makes common sense to the layman's eye but has failed to earn the endorsement of expert opinion over the

past 20 years is with us again.

The School Board, at the request of member Mike Duckworth, has passed a resolution asking for a re-evaluation of the

need for a pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 near Washington Avenue.

If one looks at this busy intersection where students cross daily going to and from Bosse High School, a pedestrian
overpass that would greatly improve the safety of those teenagers would appear to make sense. That view is further

enhanced by the fact that a popular fast-food restaurant is located across U.S. 41 from Bosse.

Duckworth, a former deputy sheriff, has long contended that, given the number of students who must cross the highway

daily, there is a tragic accident just waiting to happen. And he's right.
But there are issues that traffic planners raise that prevent them from being sympathetic to Duckworth's cause.

The key one, brought up each time this proposal resurfaces, is that an overpass would not be located near the

intersection.

The planners claim that an overpass would have to be at least 300 feet from the intersection, so as to not to impede
motorists' sight lines for traffic signals at the corner. That means the overpass would have to be the length of one football

field north from the corner where students cross U.S. 41.
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And that raises the second issue. Planners have said that not only would most students not walk that far from the

intersection to use the overpass, but that many would not use it even if it were at the corner.

The next question, then, would be whether the school system would or could force high school students to use the

crossing, once students have left school and school property for the day.
And then, once you get by that question, there is the issue of numbers.

In the past, traffic planners have claimed that the number of students crossing that intersection daily does not justify the

expense of building an overpass.

In the past, those numbers have been 200 to 250 students crossing twice a day. The cost/benefit ratio was not met, said

the experts. In fact, Bosse has the smallest enrollment of the city's public high schools.

So, we cannot be optimistic about convincing the numbers crunchers that this proposal should go forward. All the same,
given that this idea was first discussed some 20 years ago, it would be worth the effort to see now if a re-evaluation would

turn up any new information in support of common sense.
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Bosse walkway gets review

Student traffic a worry

By John Martin

Saturday, September 15, 2007

Indiana highway officials said Friday they are open to more discussion about a pedestrian walkway near Bosse High

School, even though past studies didn't show enough need for one.
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"We would be willing to meet and talk about it," said John Curry, deputy director of planning and programming for The

Indiana Department of Transportation's Vincennes District.

The overpass issue came back into public view again Monday, when the Evansville-Vanderburgh School Board passed a

resolution in favor of re-evaluating the situation.

Board member Mike Duckworth, who wrote the resolution, said he will ask Evansville and Vanderburgh County governing

bodies to pass similar statements of support.

He said he will try to organize a meeting involving INDOT, the Metropolitan Planning Organization and Mayor Jonathan

Weinzapfel.

Weinzapfel, through spokeswoman Audra Levy, said he would be "supportive of taking another look" at the overpass

issue.

Metropolitan Planning Director Brad Mills wasn't available for comment Friday.

Duckworth said he believes the overpass is warranted, especially given the presence of a McDonald's, BP gas station and

Circle K convenience store across U.S. 41 from Bosse.

Erica Ramos, a crossing guard who works at the intersection before and after school at Bosse, agreed.

Ramos said the intersection is crowded at those hours, and even more students go from the high school to McDonald's

later in the afternoon, when after-school activities conclude. Crossing guards aren't present then.

Adult pedestrians cross the highway, too, she added, and numerous drivers go too fast or pay little attention.

"I tell you what, it's awful," Ramos said. "The drivers don't obey the (30 mph) speed limit. | almost got hit the other day.

They go around us like it's nothing."

Several clusters of students crossed U.S. 41 on Friday afternoon after the dismissal bell at Bosse. Freshman Pierre

Moore said a pedestrian walkway "sounds like a really good idea."

"You wouldn't have to wait for the traffic, you could just go on across," he said.

A pedestrian walkway over U.S. 41 would likely cost several hundred thousand dollars, possibly even $1 million, Curry

said.
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He said there would be costs for property acquisition as well as for construction. An overpass would have to meet height

requirements and not block sight lines.

Planners in the past have said an overpass would have to be at least 300 feet from the intersection because of sight line

issues.

Any first steps toward building an overpass would involve detailed studies of the intersection and a cost/benefit analysis,

Curry said.
Past studies haven't justified the project, Curry said, although INDOT would not object to a fresh look.

He said he didn't know what statistical thresholds would have to be met to move the project forward, but if studies justified

the project, federal funding might be available.

Duckworth, a 1974 Bosse graduate, said he hopes it won't require a tragedy at the intersection to draw attention to the

issue.
Discussion about the intersection is hardly new; Duckworth said it goes back 20 years.

Gerald Summers, the school corporation's safety and security director, said Bosse at one time offered bus transportation

across the intersection, but "they didn't have a lot of takers" because of the time required to load the bus.
If the state built an overpass "it would help the situation,” Summers said.
Bosse's first-year principal, William Roberts, said he supports exploring the overpass option.

"We want to be proactive and do everything we can to prevent a tragedy," Roberts said.
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Walking to school T

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 112 of 185



he Issue: Special day encourages children to go on foot
. Our View: Exercise could improve classroom activity.

Staff Reports

Tuesday, October 2, 2007

There is a generation or so of older Americans who will be stunned to learn that Wednesday is International Walk to

School Day.

How else, they might ask, does one get to school? Thereby revealing they are of a vintage going back 40 years or so

when half of all students walked or biked to school, or maybe even further when the proportion was higher.

There is also a generation or so of younger Americans who will be stunned to learn that it is not only legal to walk to

school, but officially encouraged by the U.S. government.

Indeed, Uncle Sam is one of the prime movers behind Walk to School Day, the hope being that it will go from being a one-
day observance to a daily routine. Today, only 10 percent of schoolchildren nationwide walk to school, and of those who

live close enough to their schools, within a mile, to reasonably do so, only 25 percent walk or bike.

The prime reason for trying to get the kids out of the school buses and their parents' cars is health. The reason for getting
the kids into vehicles in the first place was safety — a well-founded fear of traffic and a less well-founded fear of predators

— but now the authorities believe that is being outweighed by the dangers of a sedentary lifestyle.

Over the past 30 years the percentage of children ages 6 to 11 who are overweight has more than doubled, with all the
later-life health risks that entails. Exercise improves classroom performance, but about half of those 12 to 21 get no

regular exercise.

Federal and state governments are putting hundreds of millions of dollars into ensuring safe routes to schools — better
sidewalks, safer bike lanes, crossing guards. And they are urging adults to walk their children to school on the grounds

that the exercise will do the grown-ups good, too.

We would note that this comes at a time when the effort is just starting again to better ensure the safety of Bosse High
School students who walk to school. Some officials are proposing a pedestrian overpass across U.S. 41 near the school.

Past efforts have failed.

As for the national effort, there are Web sites to tell you how to go about walking to school if you are of that generation

that missed it. The basics are at www.walktoschool-usa.org. The National Center for Safe Routes to School can be
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reached at saferoutesinfo.org. And the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention checks in at

cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpa/kidswalk.

You'll be doing your kids a favor, because one day they'll be able to tell their own kids those hoary tall tales of their youth

that begin, "Why, when | was your age ... ."
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Wall of noise blocks spirit's view of the divine

By SARA ANNE CORRIGAN / Closer to God

Saturday, April 12, 2008

| spent three hours on a recent Friday night in the cocktail lounge of a family-owned small-town restaurant.
The food was great.

But the noise ...

There was no music. The cacophony was generated entirely by about 100 happy people. As the evening wore on, they

got happier; as they got happier, they got noisier.

When we left, | remarked that | thought my ears were going to start bleeding. | also was reminded why | didn't like going to

bars anymore. And | decided the experience gave a new layer of meaning to my claim to be living a quiet life.

This morning | just came in from having coffee in the garden. It wasn't exactly silent. In addition to the birds, there was a
train whistling in the distance. A jet flew overhead. The slow steady roar of vehicles on U.S. 41 and the Lloyd Expressway

created a dull, white background noise. Still, in comparison to that bar ...
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Then the city recycling truck made its first pass on the block out front. The clattering of glass startled the pregnant squirrel
that comes daily into my garden for a handout of sunflower seeds and fresh apple. That was when | realized just how

quiet my world has become.

And then | thought back to an article | read a number of years ago about a young man who spent the better part of a year

traveling around the country trying to find a spot where, in a 24-hour period, he could record no man-made sounds.

He failed. As | recall, he could never find a place that was free of airplanes overhead. There was something inherently sad

about that. We humans take up an awful lot of space on this planet, and we make an awful lot of noise.

One of the more intrusive sounds in our neighborhood comes from boom boxes blasting from passing cars. They
broadcast sounds that are so loud and so distorted that they lie outside anything even remotely related to music. Sounds

so invasive that our windows rattle in their moorings.

| have a theory: People who drive those vehicles and generate all that noise truly fear, at some semi-subconscious level,
that they are invisible. And in many regards (socially, politically, economically) they are. If we turn our heads to notice the

noise, they have evidence that they have made an impression on their environment. That they do, in fact, exist.

In my often troubled and stumbling journey of the spirit, in my quest to know God, to "hear" the still small voice, | find more

and more that it is in the quiet moments, in the quiet places, that | know | exist and that | am not alone.

I would like to tell those people in those cars that they are not invisible. That they are in the presence of the divine.

But they won't turn down the volume long enough.

Sara Anne Corrigan is a freelance writer living in Evansville. Contact her by e-mail at CorriganSaraAnne@gmail.com
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Public positive on road plan
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Cloverleaf to replace stoplights

By John Martin

Thursday, March 19, 2009

The cloverleaf intersection planned at U.S. 41 and Lloyd Expressway will continue to help Evansville shed its "stoplight

city" identity, speakers said at a public hearing Thursday.

Construction is tentatively scheduled to begin in 2011 on the project that will replace stoplights currently on the Lloyd both

east and west of U.S. 41.
The total cost is $31.5 million. That includes construction as well as right-of-way acquisition.

"I'm all for it, especially to get the stoplights off at Lloyd," said Chris Schmidt, who once served on the former Evansville
Urban Transportation Study Board, adding he hopes work can move quickly. "Diamond Avenue (construction) took way

too long."
Resident Mike Wilson also said he supports the project and hopes "we can put an excellent road on the map.”

Another speaker, Emily Campton, took a slightly different tack, warning any nearby property owners to "read the small

print" in their home-owner insurance policies to make sure any residual damage related to the construction is covered.

The traffic volume at U.S. 41 and the Lloyd is projected eventually to reach 70,000 vehicles per day, said engineer James

Johnson of Beam, Longest & Neff of Indianapolis.

As part of the project, the northbound and southbound U.S. 41 bridges north of the intersection will be replaced. And an
overhead pedestrian bridge on the Lloyd just east of U.S. 41 will shift farther east and link with the Pigeon Creek

Greenway.

The right-of-way acquisition process involves 17 homes, seven commercial properties and Trinity Wesleyan Church.

INDOT also acquired a slice of Evansville Vanderburgh School Corp. property near Howard Roosa Elementary School.
The school system plans to close Howard Roosa in two years.

New storm sewers are to run north from the intersection to Pigeon Creek. About half of the storm water is to veer off into

that outlet, while the remainder is to use the existing drainage pattern into a combined sewer runoff.

Thursday night's INDOT hearing on the project drew 75 people to the Southern Indiana Career & Technical Center.
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The handful of people who rose to speak generally were supportive of the project.

Carter Clarke, vice chairman of the Keep Evansville Beautiful board of directors, urged INDOT to involve the beautification

organization early in the construction process.
Clarke said the project brings "great opportunities” for new flower and tree planting.
During construction, traffic is to be maintained on existing routes.

The state will continue to receive public comments about the project for two weeks.
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Front Door focus area named
It is centered around Haynie's Corner
By Jimmy Nesbitt

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

The Department of Metropolitan Development plans to concentrate neighborhood revitalization efforts in a 40- to 50-

square-block area centered around Haynie's Corner at SE Second Street and Adams Avenue.

The Evansville Redevelopment Commission approved a resolution Tuesday designating a focus area inside the Front
Door Pride neighborhood. The area contains 1,311 parcels, mostly either blighted or in declining condition, with 775 of the

944 single-family dwellings in the area built before 1920.

The resolution is the first step in establishing the area as a tax increment financing district, or TIF district, said Jane Reel,
deputy director of the Department of Metropolitan Development. TIF districts allow municipalities to capture taxes gained

through increases in assessed property values for redevelopment projects within the district's boundaries.
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Reel said the development department still will make improvements outside the focus area in the Front Door Pride
neighborhood, bounded by the Lloyd Expressway to the north, U.S. 41 to the east, Veterans Memorial Parkway to the

south and Cherry Street to the west.

The Front Door Pride program was created in 2004 to revitalize the Goosetown neighborhood. Redevelopment
Commission member Les White said the program has progressed slower than he had hoped, but he added, "I think it's
coming around. ... | think eventually, with the turnaround of the economy, it will give folks better opportunities for housing

in that area.”

Commission member Ted Ubelhor said focusing on one section of the neighborhood will allow the Department of

Metropolitan Development to make noticeable improvements quicker.

"I think it will be a good thing," Ubelhor said.
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State's road list points to danger In
Vanderburgh County | PDF

Some segments ranked with Indiana's worst

By Bill Straub

Sunday, January 9, 2011

WASHINGTON — Three sections of Vanderburgh County roads are among the most dangerous in Indiana, according to

a report submitted by the state to the federal Department of Transportation.

The report, prepared by the Indiana Department of Transportation and the Center for Road Safety at Purdue University,
lists a 0.31-mile section of Green River Road from East Virginia Street to Carriage Drive, a 0.15-mile section of Green
River Road from Morgan Center Drive to Boonville Highway and a 0.3-mile section of Kratzville Road from Hobart Avenue

to West Buena Vista Drive among the state's most hazardous local road segments.
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It also cites four Vanderburgh County state road intersections "currently exhibiting the most severe highway safety
needs:" U.S. 41 at Washington Avenue; West Diamond Avenue at Kratzville Road; West Lloyd Expressway at Fulton
Avenue; and West Lloyd Expressway at Red Bank Road. And it lists three local road intersections — Washington Avenue
at South Weinbach Avenue, Northwest Riverside Drive at Court Street and Maxwell Avenue at North Fares Avenue, all in

Evansville.

The roads were listed in the Indiana 2010 Five-Percent Report, part of the national Highway Safety Improvement Program
aimed at reducing traffic fatalities and serious injuries. Under the program, every state is required to submit an annual
report describing not less than 5 percent of its highway locations exhibiting the most severe safety needs. The current

report uses traffic statistics from 2007 to 2009.

The intent of this particular reporting requirement, according to the Department of Transportation, is to increase public

awareness of the highway safety needs and challenges around the country.

Indiana reported 95,701 miles of public roads in 2009, with total travel on those byways reaching almost 74 billion miles.

The state experiences 190,000 to 205,000 traffic crashes each year, 600 to 800 of them involving fatalities. Another

34,000 to 38,000 involve personal injury crashes while 150,000 to 170,000 result in property damage.

"The personal, societal, and economic costs of these crashes are staggering,” according to the report.

The report also said Green River Road from East Virginia Street to Carriage Drive saw 89 total crashes during the
reporting period, none of which resulted in fatalities although there were two incapacitating injuries. Green River Drive
from Morgan Center Drive to Old Boonville Highway was the site of 12 crashes, with one fatality and on incapacitating

injury while the Kratzville Road section saw 11 crashes with zero fatalities but four incapacitating injuries.

On the intersection side: U.S. 41 at Washington Avenue experienced 57 total crashes, resulting in four incapacitating
injuries; West Diamond Avenue at Kratzville Road was the site of 24 accidents and five incapacitating injuries; West Lloyd
Expressway at Fulton Avenue had 88 crashes and three incapacitating injuries; and West Lloyd Expressway and Red

Bank Road suffered 75 accidents, resulting in three deaths and one incapacitating injury.

The Washington Avenue at South Weinbach Avenue site saw 50 crashes with two incapacitating injuries. Northwest
Riverside Drive at Court Street had 17 crashes and two incapacitating injuries while Maxwell Avenue at North Fares

Avenue had 18 crashes, one fatality and one incapacitating injury.

Of the counties surrounding Vanderburgh, only Gibson County had a problem roadway listed — a 0.6-mile stretch of
Indiana 64 from County Road 850 to County Road 800 southeast of East Mount Carmel. It was the site off 66 accidents, a

fatality and three incapacitating injuries.
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INDOT announces changes to planned U.S.
41-Lloyd interchange

Staff Reports

Originally published 02:16 p.m., February 3, 2011
Updated 03:07 p.m., February 3, 2011

EVANSVILLE — An Indiana Department of Transportation spokeswoman announced today that state officials have

modified plans for a new interchange at the intersection of the Lloyd Expressway and U.S. 41, but that construction is still

scheduled to be finished by the end of 2013.

INDOT spokeswoman Cher Goodwin said her department has scrapped plans for a full cloverleaf interchange at the busy
intersection and instead will install a partial cloverleaf with two slip ramps. She said the use of partial cloverleaf
interchanges has been tested around the state and have been safer for motorists and cheaper to build. The project was

announced as part of Gov. Mitch Daniels Major Moves in 2006.

She estimated the change would slash $13 million from the project’s original estimated $30 million price tag.

Goodwin said the new plan will still remove two stoplights from the Lloyd Expressway.

“It will still continue to meet the true purpose and need of the project which was improving mobility and safety of the

motoring public on the Lloyd,” she said.

Construction should start by the middle of next year, Goodwin said.

© 2011 Scripps Newspaper Group — Online

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 120 of 185


http://www.in.gov/indot/
http://www.in.gov/indot/7039.htm

EDITORIAL: Lloyd/41 debate jogs memory.

Staff Reports

Tuesday, February 22, 2011

The state of Indiana has long been telling us that it plans to improve the intersection of the Lloyd Expressway and U.S. 41

by eliminating traffic lights on the Lloyd.

To most Evansville residents, this is a symbolic intersection, literally the crossroads of two monuments to poor planning.
Indeed, both the Lloyd and U.S. 41 were envisioned long ago as crosstown expressways, only in the final planning to be

slowed to a crawl by those annoying traffic lights.

Anyway, we have been anticipating that the Indiana Department of Transportation would soon be fixing the intersection,

as it did last year with the Lloyd/Fulton Avenue intersection.

Then, a few weeks ago, the state sprung a surprise on a city where traffic talk is not funny. Under a modification of its
original plan, the lights would be taken off the Lloyd at 41, but the state would add two more traffic lights to U.S. 41, near

its Lloyd intersection.

According to a report from Courier & Press staff writer Richard Gootee, both city and county officials were upset with the
plan, such that they sent a letter to INDOT expressing disbelief that the state would consider adding more traffic lights to

41 as a way of improving traffic flow.

But in turn, the state told local officials that if it does not do the Lloyd-41 project, then the money earmarked for this project
— initially, $30 million — would not likely stay in the Evansville area, to be used for another highway project. Rather, state

officials said it would probably go back in the state pot for work elsewhere.

Local officials have suggested the money be used to instead improve the Indiana 62/University Parkway interchange near

the University of Southern Indiana.

With all that in mind, allow us to jog the local consciousness about the Lloyd Expressway and state highway jobs.
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When the Lloyd was being planned, there was little disagreement that one of the busiest intersections would be at the
Lloyd and Burkhardt Road. Burkhardt was envisioned for major retail/commercial development, and it made sense, at

least to locals, that it have a cloverleaf interchange.

Alas, the decision was made to put off the interchange initially, in favor of traffic lights. Later, we were told, the state would

install the interchange. Unfortunately, development in that area proved faster than expressway improvements.

Ground was broken on the Lloyd in 1983, but it wasn't until 2005 that the state said it was ready to do the Burkhardt

interchange.

The reaction was similar to the reaction today to the Lloyd/41 plans, but magnified. Car dealers and other business
owners had long since developed the area with ingress and egress to the Lloyd and they didn't want to see their
improvements torn up and their entry points permanently closed. The once desired interchange was now being protested

by business leaders.

The state got the message loud and clear. Plans for the Lloyd/Burkhardt interchange were suspended, but with a promise

to revisit the issue in the year 2035.

And so we have to wonder, if the protest of the Lloyd/41 interchange is too long and loud, might it be moved

aside only to show up in the state's 2040 traffic plan for Evansville.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 122 of 185



From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 10:22 PM

To: Christine Meador

Cc: Erica Haas; Dan Thatcher; Arnold, Troy; Tiller, Jason

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting
Reminder

Christine,

Ramps were identified in the other alternative bridge locations, as well as the costs to build each

ramp. But the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location does not disclose that? How can you
estimate the costs of ramps at the other non-recommended bridge locations, but forgo the
recommended one?!? Wasn’t the “final costs” one of the Key Factors used in qualifying a bridge
locations candidacy?!? | don’t understand how you come to your financial conclusions of how this
bridge is cheaper without drilling down to the costs of the bridge ramps at the Washington Avenue
location.

Brent Jackson

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 2:29 PM

To: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder

Brent —

Thank you for the follow up — I included the project and task managers so everyone is in the loop. As we
are so early in the design phase, the ramp configuration has not been determined yet, but will be
identified during the preliminary design phase of the project. A ramp configuration that minimizes
project footprint while meeting ADA criteria will be used for our design.

Chris

Christine Meador

Senior Project Manager

Environmental Planning

Cell (317) 459-3629 Direct (317) 917-5338 Email: cmeador@hntb.com

From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 7:28 PM

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 123 of 185



Thank You for responding Christine!
| see you added recipients to this email. | replied to ALL this time...

Regarding the Washington Avenue proposed bridge. Can you tell me more about the ramps that will be
used there? The online report says that there will be 3 runs of ramps used at Blackford, but mentions
nothing about the Washington Avenue Bridge proposal. | measured the distance and | am trying to
gauge how many runs of ramps will be on each side of a Washington Avenue bridge. Has that been
determined? Using ADA requirements, | am measuring 5 runs of ramps on the westside of 41?1?

Thanks In Advance!

Brent

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 10:46 AM

To: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder

Brent —

Thank you for your participation in the project development process. “RCI” is an acronym for reduced
conflict intersection which is a term used for a variety of different intersection designs that reduce the
likelihood of vehicle crashes. Under the right traffic conditions, RCls can improve safety and reduce

delay by separating and simplifying traffic movements and reduce the number of traffic signal phases.

The RCI at US 41 and Washington Avenue project is in the initial stages of project development and just
recently secured funding. INDOT anticipates construction in 2025. In 2021, as part of the project
development process, a study to evaluate different RCl intersection types and their effectiveness at this
intersection will be developed and shared with the public. The project will also be incorporated into the
local Transportation Improvement Plan.

If you have any further questions or comments please let us know.
Chris

Christine Meador

Senior Project Manager

Environmental Planning

Cell (317) 459-3629 Direct (317) 917-5338 Email: cmeador@hntb.com

From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 12:11 PM

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder
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Christine,

Thank you for this. | was in attendance at this meeting in Evansville a couple of weeks ago. | thought |
missed something during the course of the meeting and have reviewed everything that has been made
public about the project. However, at that meeting you talk about the “RCI Project” but never
elaborated on what that acronym or project really is. This is the first | heard of the RCI project. Could
you tell me what it is and the effective footprint of that project?

| am preparing a formal written response.
Thanks in Advance,

Brent Jackson
President of the Presidents Neighborhood Association

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 8:05 AM

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>

Cc: Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Arnold, Troy
<TArnoldl@indot.IN.gov>

Subject: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder

DES# 1902709
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public meeting
beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday November 18, 2020, at the Benjamin Bosse High
School Cafeteria located at 1300 Washington Avenue, Evansville IN 47714. The public
meeting presentation and comment period will also be broadcast via the INDOT:
Southwest (@INDOTVincennesDistrict) Facebook page located at
https://www.facebook.com/INDOTVincennesDistrict/, the INDOT Southwest
(@INDOTSouthwest) Twitter page, or virtually via meeting invite. The purpose of the
public meeting is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment on the
recommended pedestrian crossing of US 41 location and type. The doors will be open
at 5:00 p.m. to give meeting participants time to view displays and talk to project
representatives prior to the start of the meeting. The intent of the project is to
improve pedestrian safety for individuals trying to cross US 41.

This project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight
Township, Vanderburgh County, within INDOT's Vincennes District. The High-Rail
Pedestrian Trail runs along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and
connects to the sidewalks on the north and south side of Washington Avenue.
Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast corner of this intersection. A
grade separated crossing is warranted at this location based on the safety concerns
for pedestrian and bicycle traffic at the intersection. Two alternative structure
configurations were considered, a below ground tunnel and a pedestrian bridge. Both
options were considered at four locations within the project area; at East Chandler
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Avenue, at East Powell Avenue, at East Blackford Avenue, and the north side of the
intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue. Based on the preliminary Alternative
Report and considering the project key factors and the comparative cost, a pedestrian
bridge at Washington Avenue, is the recommended alternate. INDOT is seeking
stakeholder and public input on this recommendation prior to proceeding with detailed
design. A more detailed analysis of structure characteristics including structure type,
span arrangement, and ramp layout will be evaluated as the next steps in early 2021.

At present, both state and federal funds are available for construction of the project.
A Categorical Exclusion Level 2 or 4 document will be prepared for this project to fully
evaluate the project impacts. Project materials will be available to view at
https://www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm or upon request.

Persons with limited internet access may request project information be mailed to
them. Please contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200,
Indianapolis IN 46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 for information.

The in-person public meeting will include appropriate social distancing measures.
Meeting attendees and the project team are required to wear masks per local
ordinance and will practice social distancing. Attendees who do not have a mask will
be provided one, and hand sanitation stations will be available. The public meeting
presentation and formal comment period will also be broadcast live INDOT Southwest
Facebook Live (@INDOTVincennesDistrict) and INDOT Southwest Twitter
(@INDOTSouthwest), or virtually via WebEXx, so that people may participate virtually.
Torequest alink to the WebEx Meeting, email Christine Meador at cmeador@hntb.com.

In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or
need assistance with accessibility to the above documents such as interpreters or
readers, please contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200,
Indianapolis IN 46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 who can provide
accommodations.

Comments will be accepted in writing via a comment form or verbally at the public
meeting or via U.S. Postal Service or E-mail. Comments can be submitted to Christine
Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN 46204 or
cmeador@HNTB.com or INDOT's Project Manager, Troy Arnold, Indiana Department of
Transportation Vincennes District, 3650 South U.S. Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47591
or TArnoldi@indot.IN.gov. Comments will be accepted through Friday December 4,
2020.

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23,
Section 771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by
the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 2) 23 CFR
450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating: “Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the
public involvement process to ensure that the process provide full and open access to
all interested parties and revise the process, as appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Public
Involvement Policies and Procedures were approved by the FHWA on August 16, 2012.

Please share this notice with your constituents and other interested parties.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 126 of 185



Thank you for your participation in the INDOT project development process and we
look forward to talking with you.

Chris

Christine Meador

Senior Project Manager

Environmental Planning

Tel (317) 636-4682 Direct (317) 917-5338  Email cmeador@hntb.com

HNTB CORPORATION — CELEBRATING 80 YEARS IN INDIANA
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 | www.hntb.com

B 100+ YEARS OF INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS

¥ lin] £16

b% Please consider the environment before printing this email

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.
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From: Arnold, Troy <TArnold1@indot.IN.gov>

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 7:40 AM

To: Burton, Alex

Cc: Elpers, Justin; Weaver, Jonathan; Trockman, Ben; Heronemus, Zac J;
Schaefer, Steve; Dan Thatcher; Christine Meador; Erica Haas

Subject: RE: Bosse Bridge Project

City Councilors of Evansville, IN
Ben Trockman

Zac Heronemus

Alex Burton

Justin Elpers

Jonathan Weaver

Thank You for your comments and support. We agree that safety of the public is very important,
and we look forward to continuing our partnership with the City of Evansville through the
development of this project.

Thanks,

Troy Arnold, PMP

Project Manager

3650 South U.S. Highway 41
Vincennes, IN 47591

Office: (812) 895-7348

Cell: (812) 890-9047

Email: tarnold1l@indot.in.gov

§ v &% 4 Jindiana
~(B)

Click Here To Sign Up for INDOT Project Email and Text Alerts!

From: Burton, Alex [mailto:aburton@evansville.in.gov]

Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2020 9:36 AM

To: Arnold, Troy <TArnold1@indot.IN.gov>

Cc: Elpers, Justin <jelpers@evansville.in.gov>; Weaver, Jonathan <jweaver@evansville.in.gov>;
Trockman, Ben <btrockman@evansville.in.gov>; Heronemus, Zac J <zjheronemus@evansville.in.gov>;
Schaefer, Steve <sschaefer@evansville.in.gov>

Subject: Bosse Bridge Project

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click
links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

November 18, 2020
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Troy Arnold

INDOT

Vincennes District
3650 S. Hwy 41
Vincennes, IN 47591

Mr. Arnold:

The safety of every resident in the City of Evansville is a concern of the Common
Council. In order for our city to reach its fullest potential, we must ensure that proper
safety measures exist and are continually improved. We proudly support all measures
that make transit more efficient and to also increase the safety of pedestrians in our
community.

It is with great excitement, joy, and full support that the Evansville City Council
proudly supports the efforts to construct a bridge over the busy intersection of
Washington Avenue and U.S. Highway 41. Though this project is in its infancy, we
fully support Alternate Option III, which is scheduled to begin construction in

the spring 2023.

Over the next few years, please know that the Evansville City Council is in full
support of this project. As a body, we are grateful for community members,
organizations, and Mayor Winnecke for carrying the conversation forward to become
a reality to benefit pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles. Most importantly, students
who attend Bosse High School and Washington Middle School will no longer have
to worry about the dangers that crossing U.S. Highway 41 brings.

This measure is needed and the bridge will be an asset to the City of Evansville.

Humbly submitted,

Ben Trockman
Zac Heronemus
Alex Burton
Justin Elpers
Jonathan Weaver

City Councilors of Evansville, IN
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Christine Meador

From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 5:26 PM

To: tarnold1@indot.in.gov; Christine Meador

Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue - Comments about proposed
pedestrian overpass

Attachments: Indiana Officer's Standard Crash Report 12.29.2016.pdf; City of Henderson letter and documents

2.06.2017.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #1.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #2.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #3.pdf

Troy and Christine - | am submitting comments about the proposed
pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.

Please see messages below.
| am in favor of the overpass.

| am very frustrated because | had previously contacted
INDOT and other officials several times about my experience.
| do not believe that my input was considered. | was hoping
that | would be given updates or notice of progress about
the plans but that did not happen.

| do not think that INDOT was at all responsive to my
comments and input.

As you can see from the documents attached, | had

a very serious accident at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.
| was hit by an ambulance that was driving northbound

on U.S. 41 from Henderson.

The ambulance did not slow down at all or acknowledge
that | had the right-of-way.

| believe | could have been badly injured or killed if | had
not been an alert driver. The ambulance driver drove
through the intersection at a high rate of speed, even

though there was a red light.

| would like to be kept informed about the plans so
| can make substantive comments.

Thank you for your attention to this.

Elaine Mittleman
Cell phone 202 297-2338

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 130 of 185



From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 3:30 PM

To: baschmitt@evansville.in.gov <baschmitt@evansville.in.gov>
Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue

https://www.courierpress.com/story/news/2020/02/13/formal-step-taken-toward-washington-41-
pedestrian-bridge-near-bosse/4753539002/

] Formal step taken toward construction
of Washington Avenue, U.S. 41 bridge
near Bosse

A formal step was taken Thursday toward the eventual
construction of a pedestrian walkway above U.S. 41, near
Bosse High School and Washington Avenue.

| have read that some progress may be occurring for the
pedestrian walkway near Bosse.

Please let me know about this progress. | would like to
be certain that my experience at that intersection is
included in the planning. | contacted INDOT some time
ago, but | don't have confidence that they paid much
attention to the information | provided.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Elaine Mittleman
Cell phone 202 297-2338

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman
2040 Arch Drive

Falls Church, VA 22043

(703) 734-0482
elainemittleman@msn.com

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.

From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2019 1:59 PM

To: ktaylorl@indot.in.gov <ktaylorl@indot.in.gov>

Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue

2
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| was very glad to talk with you.

Please see message below and documents.

| would be glad to provide additional information.
My cell phone is 202 297-2338.

Elaine Mittleman

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman
2040 Arch Drive

Falls Church, VA 22043

(703) 734-0482
elainemittleman@msn.com

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.

From: Elaine Mittleman <ElaineMittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2019 4:15 PM

To: baschmitt@evansville.in.gov; cweil@evansville.in.gov

Subject: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue

Hello - I have lived in Evansville and am visiting my daughter now.
She lives in Newburgh.

| read that there is a proposal for or possibility of an overpass at
Highway 41 and Washington Avenue.

| am writing to bring your attention to the traffic accident |

was involved in at that intersection. Attached are documents

and photos relating to the accident. The police report is not correct
to the extent that it states that the ambulance was driving south.
The ambulance was driving north on Highway 41 coming from
Henderson.

| will very briefly describe what happened, but would be glad
to provide additional information.

| was driving east on Washington Avenue and had not yet
reached Highway 41. An ambulance was driving north on
Highway 41 coming from Henderson. | had the green light.

The ambulance siren was on. However, the driver did not slow
down or take any action to avoid hitting me. | believe that there
was ample room for him to have changed lanes and avoided
hitting me.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 132 of 185



| believe | could have been killed if | had not taken measures

to avoid the oncoming ambulance. It seems that the ambulance
driver had no awareness that he was supposed to yield or use
caution when going through an intersection. He apparently
thought that all he had to do was have the siren on.

However, given his rate of speed, | believe that the siren did not
provide sufficient warning of the oncoming vehicle. There is
also a curve in the road which prevented seeing the ambulance
until it was very near Washington Avenue.

If there had been students crossing Highway 41, it seems highly
likely that the students would have been hit by this ambulance.

| would be very pleased and honored if | can contribute to
improved safety at this intersection. | was driving by Bosse
High School that day because | have fond memories of student
teaching at Bosse in 1969.

Please let me know if | can provide a statement or other information.
If you call, please use my cell phone. The number is 202 297-2338.

Thank you for your efforts at keeping Evansville streets safe.
Elaine Mittleman

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman
2040 Arch Drive

Falls Church, VA 22043

(703) 734-0482
elainemittleman@msn.com

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received
this message in error, please notify the sender immediately.
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