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WEATHER ALERT: River Flood Warning is in effect: Adams County 

Columbia City residents weigh in on changes to U.S. 30 
intersection 

October 8, 2019 11:36 pm Arielle Cadet

Uncategorized 

COLUMBIA CITY, Ind. (Fort Wayne’s NBC)- INDOT officials say drivers are three times more 
likely to get in a bad crash at the intersection of U.S. 30 and county road 500 in Whitley County, 
than they are at a similar intersection along a different road.

Media Relations Director for INDOT, Nichole Thomas said they plan to put a median u-turn in 
that intersection, to make it safer for drivers.

“So what the drivers would do would be pull directly out from the county road into a dedicated 
median U-turn lane, where they are protected and separated from that U.S. 30 traffic.” Thomas 
said.

Thomas said drivers will wait for a gap in traffic, and make the U-turn in the dedicated lane 
onto U.S. 30, or get to the right lane onto county road 500. The plan was presented to 
Columbia City residents Tuesday night for feedback.

“We want every single driver to go home safely every night.” Thomas said.

Some residents said they don’t think the plan will help. Aaron Oliver, the Fire Chief of the 
Union Township Fire Department in Columbia City says you have to come across the 
intersection to get to the station. He said the change will affect his team directly.

“So with the vehicles that we have, the apparatuses that we have negotiating the highway will 
be more of a challenge than it is already, and we already run with two people in a truck so you 
do have that passenger looking beside you, but just merging into traffic and crossing the 
general highway, there needs to be a lot more awareness with the general public.” Oliver said.

Another local, Dr. Ron Conley a veterinarian whose hospital is close to the the intersection. He 
said when animals are being transported to the hospital, the vehicles can not reach the best 
speed for a safe U-turn with the animals inside, and it would hurt his business.

“Those horse trailers have to accelerate very slowly and stop very slowly, those floors are awful 
slippery and the horses can slip and fall so that causes a traffic pattern a lot different than 
usual driving.” Conley said.

In the end, Oliver said better lighting and better driving by everyone, is best.

“Go back to the basics, defensive driving being courteous to your fellow drivers, don’t rush up 
on ’em, give ’em some room, just be the bigger person.” Oliver said.

INDOT officials said they will take more public comment on the issue in the future.

Arielle Cadet

Arielle Cadet joined WPTA in August 2019. The Atlanta, Georgia native graduated from the Univers
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Comment 
No. 

Name / Organization / 
Comment Date Comment Response 

1 Mayor Ryan Daniel Thank you INDOT for having this meeting and thanks 
everybody for showing up.............it was about two years 
ago that I had a meeting here with many of you talking 
about what the future of U.S. 30 could be presenting a 
concept and kind of what the long term approach is for 
U.S. 30. As you will remember at that meeting I also 
discussed that this is an INDOT road and INDOT can do 
what it wants with this road............certainly taking many 
things into consideration. So with that, I certainly 
appreciate the approach. I think one of the 
things..........well I guess I have a couple of things I have 
concerns about..........first and foremost, I‘m not the 
mayor of Coesse...........I‘m representing Columbia City 
but I’m also representing the U.S. 30 planning group 
which is made of many individuals, several of which, 4, 
5, or 6 of us represented in this room..............we’ve been 
focusing on the future of U.S. 30. 

Furthermore.............we also have a U.S. 30 Coalition, 
which is made up of many individuals.....2,3 or 4 of them 
in this room..................a group where many of not 
necessarily from Whitley County. So with that....my first 
question..........well it will be formed as a statement as 
we’re not taking questions. 

I think it is important to think about the long term health 
of U.S. 30, the long term vision..........and recognizing the 
many intersections along the way that make up the 
corridor........that have issues and figuring out what the 
long term plan is and whether or not this is a band-aid or 
something that will be here long term............so I’ve got 
questions about that. One of things that I’ve heard 
multiple times.....not only here but in other 
sessions........and to Jason Kaiser, I’m going to sound like 
a broken record, wherever you are..........there you 
are.................one of the concerns that we often hear in my 

1. Comparison of traffic at US 30 and CR 500 vs. US 30
and SR101 
The intersection of CR 500 and US 30 is being designed 
in accordance with the traffic counts at the CR500 
intersection 

2. Considerations for school buses and large trucks
The intersection has been designed to accommodate
both school buses and a WB-67 (interstate tractor-
trailer) design vehicle.

3. Intersection exhibit
Several different types of Median U-Turn
configurations are possible.  The configuration
presented for the study intersection did not include left
turns from the mainline.

4. Long term plans for US 30
Improving the safety of this intersection is an immediate
need.  The proposed improvements to the intersection do 
not preclude any long term changes to the corridor from
taking place.
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office is that at S.R. 101 and U.S. 30...........this is an 
example right............of where the median U-turn is and 
is built..............my biggest issue is as we look at 
it..............as a local county planning group is that when 
you look at that intersection, the cross traffic on U.S. 30, 
the actual east / west traffic is considerably less than is 
the case at this location, so you’re talking nine or ten 
thousand vehicles per day over there versus twenty-five 
to thirty thousand vehicles per day here.................so I do 
have some concerns about that as don’t know if the two 
locations are comparable...........let’s say that. Further, I 
appreciate that INDOT has worked with the school 
system as I know this has been a concern of theirs and 
lengthening those median lanes because of school 
buses............and frankly on the other side of the road, you 
have an industrial park with many semi-trucks coming in 
and out.....................I think those are the biggest things 
for me. I do have one other comment and that’s earlier 
today..............for those of you who follow me on social 
media is that I posted a report by WANE TV who had an 
intersection crossing type model that I think INDOT had 
provided to them.............there was one thing in there that 
was different from this plan and so I just want to make a 
comment about that. In that plan or in that traffic pattern 
simulation, it showed in the middle or in the 
median............where individuals who were heading 
westbound could actually turn in the median to head 
south.............or people heading east could turn in the 
middle to head north..............instead, that is not what this 
plan tonight has and it does not have any median cross 
traffic so you have to go to one end or the other to cross. 
Ok, certainly......on behalf of the U.S. 30 Coalition and on 
behalf of Columbia City and on behalf of our Whitley 
County planning group, our biggest concern is the long 
term vision for U.S. 30.................not only has the 
Governor mentioned it in his State of the State address 
about addressing the U.S. 30 long term 
vision.............certainly we have advocated for some long 
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term fixes to that....................so we need to make sure 
we’re focusing on the long term health of U.S. 30, the 
future of U.S. 30.............and frankly and more 
importantly for us, the residents that have to cross U.S. 
30 everyday..............thank you. 

2 Larry Weiss I’m a member of the Whitely County group that Mayor 
Daniel had talked about earlier.........I’m there as a 
representative of the Columbia City Planning 
Commission..................and if seem a little nervous it’s 
because I’m more comfortable sitting at a drafting table 
and drawing things out than standing in front of you folks. 
A couple of things that came to mind when I was looking 
at this....................I went down to library today to take a 
look at the drawings and in fact..............that 
environmental impact report you tallied about...............a 
couple of things that came to mind...........questions for 
the State.  First of all..........I’ve dealt with other 
locations...........not in this State where photo speed 
enforcement takes place during the active hours for the 
school system in the mornings and in the dismissal 
times.............is there going to consideration for the 
slower speed times that there would be photo traffic 
enforcement take place.........and I know in some 
areas.......today it reads 40 miles per hour out 
there.........and they usually give them a 5 mile per hour 
lee-way..........and I’m not speaking from experience 
there. But in any regard it could be something that if it’s 
not happening then maybe it’s something that could be 
looked at. Also, I noticed in the drawings that the right 
turns didn’t really have very extensive acceleration lane 
for the right turn traffic to take off from the intersection 
in their attempt to move to the left............so that was 
something that I noticed. I’d like to bring your attention 
also to the Carroll County.........your newest J-Turn, U-
Turn......whatever you want to call it at, I believe at 800 

1. Photo Enforcement of Speed Limit
Photo enforcement has not been considered as part of
this project.

2. Right turn acceleration lanes
The traffic turning right with the intent of making the
median u-turn will move directly into the left turn lane.
There will not be the need to accelerate up to mainline
speed.

3. Confusing Intersection Layout
The project will include several “diagrammatic” signs to
assist motorists in traveling through the intersection

4. Large Vehicles utilizing the intersection
The existing intersection is not large enough for large
vehicles to stack in the median in order to turn left.  This
means that left turns need to cross both eastbound and
westbound at the same time.  With the proposed
improvements large vehicles turning left will only need
to negotiate one direction at a time.   Acceleration times
onto US 30 are the same whether they are at the existing
intersection location, or the proposed MUT locations.
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West and S.R. 25............1 travel that about every two 
weeks and I’ve observed that on two occasions.........one 
time a gentleman came in............on the right turn in and 
out..........and he came out into the right-of-way and he 
couldn’t make it across...............so he made a U- turn 
about maybe 500 feet in front of me and went right back 
towards Delphi. And the other issue was that a gentleman 
pulled up there and he was perplexed.........and he backed 
up and then turned around and drove back to 
Delphi...............so I guess I’d say there are precautions 
that need to be considered. 

Also, I noticed in Cass County on S.R. 25 there at the AG 
complex where there are several grain facilities.......and 
they have reasonable truck traffic there and they have 
considerable acceleration for the trucks as they come out 
onto the roadway.....onto the right lane there. My main 
concern is that with this industrial park that they vehicles 
there that are going to try to utilize this that need to go 
back to the east........that they’re going to be challenged in 
an adequate amount of time to get over to utilize that turn. 
I understand the turn can be feasible.........useful.......but 
is it possible that it needs to be projected farther to the 
west to give that truck traffic the opportunity to do what 
you’re trying to achieve here. At this point..........that’s all 
I have.........thank you. 

3 Paul Johnson I’m Paul Johnson and my comment is that I’m glad Ryan 
brought up looking ahead and that‘s what I‘ve been 
thinking about in looking at all of this….....but also when 
he was mentioning the one you got over in Allen 
County…..............I’ve been through that one at 101 and 
30 and it’s case of that traffic flow is different than 
here…...........you’ve got to plan that and put down that 
road and see it almost a quarter mile in advance….....to 
see how much traffic coming and when you’re going to 
have time to do all that when you have to cross the two 
lanes on each side to get to the other side to make the 

1. Sight Distance to proposed intersection
The design of the proposed intersection meets all
required sight distance requirements.

2. Future of US 30 Corridor to be Interstate standard
There are no current plans to make US 30 an interstate

3. Make CR 500 an overpass
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turn….............to get to turn back to head in the opposite 
direction….........and the same way when you head back 
in the opposite direction to make you turns to get back 
across the intersection….......it can be a challenge. In this 
area, say down by 600….....the traffic gets through pretty 
good and we have a handle on things. The point 
is…......what’s Indiana going to do? Are they going to be 
make this an interstate? About 10 years ago I was told 
that they was considering an interstate from Fort Wayne 
to the Chicago between 30, 33 and 6. Well make up your 
mind now…...........because it’s like right now….if you 
put this in it just one of those things to get by for 
now….........l think you really think about the intersection 
as a whole….......are you going to go over the top, spend 
the money and do it. You’d already be solving your 
problem of trying to convert this to an interstate someday. 
I looked at this way back in 63 when this road was 
built….............I‘ve been in the trucking industry for a lot 
of years and traveled about 40 states from end to the 
other, from north to south….........but Indiana does not 
look forward far enough at things. You go to 
Ohio….......once you leave the east side of New Haven 
heading into Ohio, its non-stop…...........you can get to 
about Canton, Ohio which is about two-thirds of the way 
across…........going to Toledo is the same way. I say let’s 
look forward and look at keeping the trucks and traffic 
moving….......let’s get this over-head in 
here….................it may cost some money but let’s do it. 
I know I saw something a couple years ago where they 
had some plans and showed and over-head along here to 
take county traffic over 30…............I think that’s the way 
to go….........thank you. 

Making CR 500 an overpass would significantly 
increase cost and reduce access to US 30 for both 
residential and business users.  

4 Dr. Randall Conley Hi, I’m Dr. Randall Conley............I’m one of the owners 
of the horse hospital across the street. We have several 
horse trailers pulling in and out of there every day and 
I‘m just real concerned about having those horse trailers 
coming off that U-turn..........they can’t accelerate like 

1. Acceleration onto US 30
Acceleration times onto US 30 are the same whether
they are at the existing intersection location, or the
proposed MUT locations
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normal vehicles with those horses in the trailer. They 
could look out about half mile and not see anything 
coming and then get out there and then vehicles be right 
on top of them because it takes time for them to complete 
the turn........so that’s my biggest concern. When you 
have vehicles with livestock, hauling 
livestock..............your movements are different, slower 
and more deliberate so I’m concerned about 
that.............you know those vehicles cannot accelerate as 
quickly as regular cars since they’re loaded down with 
livestock. 

5 Aaron Oliver I’m Aaron Oliver, Union Township Fire Chief........l want 
to thank the State for putting this on...........this has been 
a great eye opener...........I can’t imagine the amount of 
work that went into this.........I’m sure most of you went 
to school for a long time to be civil engineers and traffic 
managers, etc, working within a bureaucracy, with 
environmental management, politics you have to go 
through....................which is ironic since the State owns 
all of the right-of-way and they’re not changing 
traffic...................the amount of the traffic, you’re 
changing the flow of traffic........so I think the 
environmental study is a little bit of a waste of money but 
I get it, I totally get it.  I understand all of the hoops that 
you have to go through and I do appreciate it..........l mean 
it’s kind of a thankless job sometimes.................ask 
Mayor Daniels............for all of the good the State, cities, 
towns do there are probably about 45,000 things people 
might hammer you on especially on social media which I 
refuse to be on. So just a little bit about myself..........my 
name is Aaron Oliver, 42 years......and I’ve been on the 
fire department here in Coesse since February 1997, so 
that’s about 22 years..........and I did a little research 
before coming to the meeting tonight and obviously you 
guys did too..............but I  went back a little further. I was 
able to go back to April of 2005 and this isn’t the only 
thing I’m talking about but just for reference because 

1. Eliminating the Environmental Study
The inclusion of the environmental study is in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA).

2. Long term plans for US 30
Improving the safety of this intersection is an immediate
need.  The proposed improvements to the intersection do 
not preclude any long term changes to the corridor from
taking place.

3. Traffic diverting to adjacent intersections
Traffic studies completed to date do not show that
significant numbers of vehicles will divert to adjacent
intersections.  Improvements at the adjacent
intersections are outside the scope of the improvements
proposed in this project.

4. Field of Vision of MUT vs. existing intersection
The required sight distance for a left turn at the MUT
intersection is the same as at the existing intersection.

5. Roundabout vs. MUT
A roundabout was not considered at this intersection due 
to the high speed nature of US 30.

G-83



Intersection Improvement at US 30 and CR 500E in Whitley County 
(Des. Nos. 1600515) 

Public Hearing Comments Summary October 8, 2019 

Page 7 of 27 

we’re very concerned about personal injury accidents, the 
safety of our students and our drivers, our students and 
our drivers, our citizens and people from other 
communities and even other states away that travel 
through this corridor. So since 2005, we‘ve gotten about 
71 total calls and my fire department is the first 
responders fire department there.................have I‘ve 
been on every call...........no sir. Of those calls.........have 
there been any fatalities in 22 years, no sir............no 
fatalities.  There’s been 15 unknown accidents which 
basically means somebody could be pulled off on the side 
of the road and then we get there and there’s not really 
anything but nonetheless somebody called it in. There 
were 8 personal injury accidents, of those....like I said 
before, no fatalities........and there were 48 property 
damage accidents so this basically means......a fender 
bender, cars hurt, people were not........my point is, that 
while you are very correct, that this has the potential of 
being an extreme safety hazard, life killer...whatever you 
want to call it intersection, people have learned to 
navigate fairly well.............and it just seems to me that 
putting a J-Turn in is............l don’t want to use the word 
band-aid..........because Mayor Daniels and I think 
everybody here has shared the differences between this 
and highway 101. I can‘t imagine the amount of research 
you can do, that you have to do, minus going out and 
trying to have an accident........it’s all got to be table top, 
it‘s got to look at other places that are not here.....and I 
get that. One particular incident or issue that I see out here 
is that industrial park. Park 30 Drive and Old Highway 
U.S. 30 / Lincolnway/ Washington Center..........whatever 
you’re familiar with calling it creates an intersecting 
issue. What it does, it will throw people one way or the 
other. Going to 600 East is not a bad thing......it’s a stop 
light. Going to 400 East is a horrible thing.  While you 
can see farther down the road in both directions, you will 
increase the traffic flow down there because are not going 
to want to go out and merge onto traffic and take on that 

6. Traversing through the intersection with a firetruck
It is acknowledged that the travel time through the
intersection will be increased due to the increase in
travel distance, however the proposed intersection will
eliminate conflict points that have to be crossed and will
result in an overall safer, free flowing facility.

7. Reasons for accidents in vicinity to the project
The purpose and need for the project is to address the
safety at the intersection of CR 500E.

8. Future of US 30 Corridor to be Interstate standard
There are no current plans to make US 30 an interstate.

9. Acceleration onto US 30
Acceleration times onto US 30 are the same whether
they are at the existing intersection location, or the
proposed MUT locations

10. Traffic Signal
The intersection does not meet the required warrants for
the inclusion of a stoplight.

11. Limit the improvements to Street Lights
Lighting the intersection will not adequately address the
safety issues and therefore does not meet the purpose
and need.
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extra hazard. I would like to say that I do appreciate that 
you’ve given a lot of thought about school buses, semis, 
farm machinery.....but I can tell you..........minus a school 
bus...that I’ve driven all of those things through that 
intersection and you just have to be cognizant of what 
you’re driving. I have no problems getting across the 
highway with something that is wider or longer than the 
highway itself. You just have to learn how to navigate 
it.............as I’m sure Mr. Johnson would tell you the same 
thing...........anybody that’s been a professional driver 
would tell you that. From the fire department point of 
view..........this is what I’d like to get at and try to sum this 
up. When you approach an intersection like this, you are 
90 degrees to the intersection............does this creates a T-
bone hazard and that right angle 
injury................absolutely. But your field of vision is 
tremendously better than the navigation skills that you 
have to do in order to do a J-turn..............and yes I‘ve 
been to Michigan and yes I’ve been to highway 101 so I 
know what you’re talking about. I was not a proponent 
roundabouts but right now after going through what I 
think was a dual lane roundabout on S.R. 19 ...............it 
worked. So I would rather see a roundabout out here 
before I’d like to see a J-turn.............but let me just give 
you my point of view on what it takes to get a fire truck 
through that intersection. First, we’re going to have to 
approach the intersection which is no different than what 
it is now. We‘ve got to make a right turn, which we do all 
the time, but now we have to make a lane 
change............and I’m to tell you that in 22 
years..........and my colleagues will tell you, this 
gentleman right here....Mr. Borgman will tell 
you........he’s 50 year operator of fire truck 
apparatus................they don’t watch the light, they don’t 
listen to the sirens..........it’s all on us........it's all on us and 
if we have an accident, it’s completely on us...............law 
suit included. So with that said, we have to be very careful 
how we drive. So now we have to make a right turn, make 
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a lane change, make a left turn and now look at our blind 
side to get into the passing lane of a dual lane highway 
with cars going about 60 miles per hour plus and then 
make another lane change, watching our blind side and 
then make a right hand turn on our blind side-. So all that 
said, that’s just what we have to do to get off of the 
highway not to mention that at this point and time, 75% 
of our membership is coming from the north side of the 
highway which means we have to all those negotiated 
turns just to get to the fire truck and before we even get 
going to help the person in need. So that’s my biggest 
problem with that........not only that but also the pure 
stress on the vehicles making that turn. Ok, let’s see what 
else...................I wrote down a lot of things as you were 
talking...............another point.............of all the accidents 
we’ve had out here, I’d say within a mile of that 
intersection or from U.S. 30 through Columbia City to the 
county line...........which we have a lot of bad 
intersections through here..........the number one cause of 
the accidents usually is the volume change.......when they 
is highway maintenance, which has to be done and I 
totally understand that. I also understand not seeing 
the flow of traffic 100% which means we’ve got to make 
a lane change and consolidate the traffic down to one 
lane..........that is where people speed up, slow 
down.............we’ve all seen it happen.............people can 
see the sign.....two miles ahead......but by golly I’m not 
going to let that car behind me get ahead of me or give 
them the room to get in..........that’s just the way people 
can be....................we’re creatures of habit. So I‘m not 
here to point fingers but what I am to say is that I 
understand............and I know I said this 3 times so 
far........l appreciate what you guys have done, I 
appreciate the time, the maps and all the ways you go 
about malting decisions...........it’s taxing, daunting and 
by all means you don‘t want to think about it when you 
get home at night because you’re probably burned out. 
But I think, leaving it alone.....in this particular instance, 
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this particular intersection.....is probably a better 
option......at least right now........l do agree with Mr. 
Johnson that the day is going to come where we’re going 
to have to pull the trigger on is it an interstate or isn’t it. 

Dr. Connelly is it? Absolutely agree with you as I‘ve got 
horses of my own that have been to your 
facility...............while you might have the power to take 
off fast, the horses don’t have the ability to stand that fast 
and I know we don’t need to make 100% of our highway 
maintenance decisions based on the 10 to 20 trailers per 
week or whatever might happen but it’s a great 
consideration. So I think that’s pretty much 
it..............yes, I think that‘s pretty much it. So I’d just like 
to reiterate that while it is a very nasty intersection, I think 
the discussion I always heard was why isn’t there a 
stoplight out there..............well it forces the cross traffic 
to do the thinking. You cannot just look at the light during 
the change and go which creates a less severe impact 
because people just take the stop light for granted and 
assume the cross traffic is going to stop. So I think for 
right now, from what I‘ve seen, just put some street lights 
up as it would help the intersection and also county line 
itself.................anyways with that, I’ll give you the 
microphone back............thank you. 

6 Vickie Himen Hello my name is Vickie Himen and I‘m a teaching here 
in this building and I appreciate Mr. Oliver’s comments 
about wanting to leave it alone but I am here to tell you 
that we cannot leave it alone. When we have dismissals 
and when the kids arrive…........this is a very dangerous 
intersection. We have families with children in their cars 
trying to cross 30 and it isn’t safe and I just we never have 
a day where we have a family that gets hit and there is a 
fatality. I do question, number one, the speed I mean I 
drive on 30 and I know how fast people go on 30 and I 
question the speed and being able to get into those left 
lanes to be able to do the U-turn….............and during 
certain times of the day, do we have enough break in 

1. Adequate Breaks in Traffic to get into turn lane
The needed breaks in traffic to get into the median u-
turn lane are similar or less than the breaks required in
order to make a right turn. This is due to not needing to
fully accelerate to highway speed when getting into the
median u-turn lane.
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traffic to be able to get safely across to the left lane? 
Those are just questions that I have…....but I don’t think 
we can afford to leave the intersection the way that it 
is…...........it is not safe for our kids to come to school. So 
people who are against it, I’d just like to encourage you 
to perhaps come and sit in our parking lot at 7:15 in the 
morning and at 3:30…........well we dismiss at 2:15 which 
is not so bad but when the industrial park releases at 3:30, 
it is hellacious to get across to go westbound on U.S. 
30…........so please take into consideration the further 
citizens of our county and their safety. 

7 Robert Koontz My name is Robert Koontz and my comments are similar 
to those of Chief Oliver’s..................you’re asking a car 
from a stop, make a right hand turn, switch two lanes of 
traffic, make a U-turn which takes significantly longer 
than the straight left turn...............and my question to our 
engineers is that you‘ve provided 4 examples in Indiana 
but that’s really anecdotal information...............do we 
have any concrete studies, long terms studies that actually 
show this is safer.............my second comment is that 
when you‘re asking large farm equipment to cross two 
lanes of traffic, how long does that take? Do we have any 
long term, large vehicle studies that show that the J- turn 
is safer and what is the turning radius that we’re going to 
need to make that U-turn with...............as Dr. Connelly 
pointed out, a horse trailers, semis, other 
vehicles......thank you. 

1. Acceleration onto US 30
Acceleration times onto US 30 are the same whether
they are at the existing intersection location, or the
proposed MUT locations

2. Safety Studies for Median U-Turns
Federal Highway has extensively studied U-turn based
intersections and has included them as a Proven Safety
Countermeasure.  A complete listing of the FHWA
research is available at the following link:
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/intersection/innov
ative/uturn/

3. Intersection Crossing time
The time needed for a vehicle to make a crossing
maneuver is dependent on the type of vehicle making
the maneuver.  A combination truck will need
approximately 12 to 13 seconds to make a right turn or
crossing maneuver.

8 Speaker did not give name I’ve got a sheet here that I’m going to turn in 
later.........filled out on both sides....pros and cons. I 
applaud you people for trying to do anything out here and 
it is really warranted............I will say that. A couple 
concerns I have is that I don‘t believe you’re going to do 
much of anything until you first slow down that truck 

1. Vehicle Speeds on US 30
Enforcement of legal speed limits is outside the scope of
this project. The existing school speed limits will
remain.

2. School buses on the MUT deceleration lane
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traffic out here. It goes too fast, all day long and all night. 
The other thing is........I was looking at your map 
here..........and you‘re going to take all these kids and their 
parents and the school buses that would normally line up 
on County Road 500 to get out to turn..........now you‘re 
going to stick them out in the middle of the median with 
traffic going both ways at 60 to 80 miles per 
hour..............and if they do have wreck at one of those 
turn points.........it’s going to be a major one because 
you’re going to wipe out 3 or 4 cars instead of just 1 or 2. 

Traffic will only be to one side of vehicles attempting to 
make a left turn.  Traffic stacked at the U-turns locations 
will be similar to what exists at the existing 
intersections.  Crash patterns do not currently show this 
queue as a safety concern. 

9 Jerry Bickle My name is Jerry Bickle and I guess my question is since 
this out to 2021..............I think it‘s already been 
stated.......how does this fit into the long term for U.S. 30. 
If you know you’re going to do something in 2022 or 
2023.......wouldn‘t you want to do it correctly instead of 
doing something in the short term. 

1. Long term plans for US 30
Improving the safety of this intersection is an immediate
need.  The proposed improvements to the intersection do 
not preclude any long term changes to the corridor from
taking place.

10 Marlin Leininger My concern is that if you’re going east here instead of 
trying turn back into traffic going down to 600 East where 
the stoplight is...........get this west bound traffic slowed 
down......and then on the other end extend that turning 
lane to get these trucks, so you can get up to speed before 
you’re trying to get out into traffic.................thank you. 

1. Vehicle Speeds on US 30
Enforcement of legal speed limits is outside the scope of
this project.

2. Acceleration onto US 30
Acceleration times onto US 30 are the same whether
they are at the existing intersection location, or the
proposed MUT locations

11 Trevor Shoda My name is Trevor Shoda and I live here in Coesse.........I 
heard from a lot of people here......you know we‘ve got 
the fire station right here, we’re in the school, farm 
equipment..........from the presentation that was given, 
compared to the U.S. 30 / 101 intersection that is already 
happened................didn’t really hear anything about 
large equipment, semis, the U.S. 30 traffic...........you 
know that’s going to be there but I guess something to 
thinly about is the 500 traffic. Yes....the industrial park, 
the equine hospital here..........school bus, the fire 

1. Considerations for school buses and large trucks
The intersection has been designed to accommodate
both school buses and a WB-67 (interstate tractor-
trailer) design vehicle.
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department, their trucks..........I didn’t hear anything 
about large vehicles or crossing U.S. 30........1 just kind 
of heard continuing down U.S. 30 one way or the 
other...........is this going to beneficial to be able to get 
north from 500 to the other side of 30 or what..............it’s 
something I feel wasn’t tallied about.........I hadn’t heard 
it mentioned............l feel it is important to think about in 
the process to making a decision on this. 

12 Terry Stetzel Hi my name is Terry Stetzel and I have a question or 
comment.................INDOT some the U-turns they have 
where you turn around, they have a stoplight right at the 
point you make the turn................I’m wondering if that 
would help any? If so, maybe we can look into that too. 
So at least when you get over to that lane, you can stop 
and hopefully they’ll stop at that stoplight and then you 
can make the turn and go from there. Hopefully that 18-
wheeler doing 60 will stop and let you make your turn. 

1. Inclusion of Stoplight at MUT intersections
The traffic volumes do not meet the warrants for the
inclusions of Traffic Signals.

13 Wilma Minnick I’m Wilma Minnick and I'd just like to make a suggestion 
that you evaluate the traffic at the stoplight at 
700.............or whatever the next light down on 30. See if 
the traffic there warrants that light..........maybe that light 
could be moved down to this 
intersection...........especially with the school and the fire 
department here. 

1. Traffic Signal
The intersection does not meet the required warrants for
the inclusion of a stoplight.

14 Mayor Ryan Daniel The one other thing I guess I wanted to mention here as 
part of the Whitley County Planning Group........we’ve 
been talking about this entire corridor. This corridor is 
very interesting because it’s really is kind of a quasi-mix. 
You have multiple industrial parks along the way, you 
have multiple schools, you have churches, you have a 
multitude of farmland in the area..........and certainly on 
the east side of Whitely County so as we looked at this 
corridor, one of the challenges that we saw 
is..............there are a lot of people coming to work, a lot 
of people coming to school, a lot of people dropping off 

1. Traffic diverting to adjacent intersections
Traffic studies completed to date do not show that
significant numbers of vehicles will divert to adjacent
intersections.  Improvements at the adjacent
intersections are outside the scope of the improvements
proposed in this project.
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horses.........doing all sorts of things right..............so one 
of the comments I guess I would make is, that as you look 
at this intersection, I hope that you also look at 400 and 
specifically how this intersection change will impact 400. 
As we look at it as a local planning group is that because 
of the issues of our schools, industrials parks, farms, we 
actually have an overpass here with an intersection or 
interchange down at 400. Of course we understand that it 
costs a lot of money but with that being said, you have a 
lot of traffic that I think is going to end up diverting down 
to 400 to the point of least resistance. So as you’re going 
through the final design.............Scott and American 
Structure- Point..............I don’t know if you guys looked 
at 400 as well....,..l think it would be interesting to see 
what is the perspective change of traffic over to 
400.........which I agree with the Fire Chief is that that 
intersection is a bit more challenging than this 
one...........thank you 

15 Tony Dee My name is Tony Dee and I have two daughters here at 
Coesse and we live just north of 500 and my comment is 
even though the bullet point was made that this 
intersection didn’t warrant a traffic signal...........you’re 
actually creating four new traffic signals without the 
hardware so when look at it in that perspective and also 
realizing that in the environmental study, you are 
continuing asking the trucks and the cars..........as they go 
all the way through.........as Mayor Daniels calls it, the 
corridor.............they are stopping and starting.....the 
horse trailers and starting and stopping, all of the Ford F 
350s, all of the being diesel trucks, they are starting and 
stopping the who way along here so any new traffic 
signals should be a detriment to the environmental 
documentation because we’re ruining our gas mileage 
while at the same time trying to make things more 
efficient. I’m not sure how that is quantified in the report 
and I‘ve not seen the report but I would just love to know 
how the State of Indiana is going eventually 

1. Configuration creates new traffic signals
The proposed intersection does create new intersection
points, however those locations are not signalized.

2. New traffic signal would decrease gas mileage
A traffic signal is not proposed at this location.  In the
proposed improvement through traffic on US 30 would
not have to stop.

3. Additional configurations such as interchanges should
be considered. 
The cost for a new interchange is in the vicinity or $30M 
and is cost prohibitive given the levels of traffic at the 
intersection 
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