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INTRODUCTION 
 The Presidents Neighborhood Association performed a historical study on a select 
corridor through the Presidents Neighborhood Association.  This study is to make an 
accounting of the historical complaints of U.S. 41 since it has been relocated from 
what is now known as Kentucky Avenue to its current position.   From Division Street 
to Southlane Drive (a k a Veterans Memorial Parkway).   
 
 
 

ABSTRACT 
This report is a historical gathering of information on a Major Arterial road through the 
southend of Evansville, Indiana.   
 
 
 

EXCEPTIONS 
There has been an incredible amount of accidents and deaths on Highway 41 in 
Evansville and Vanderburgh County.  100’s of articles were found about accidents and 
deaths on Highway 41.  Only articles found in relation to Highway 41 South running 
through Evansville are included in this report.   
 
 
AFEECTED AREA 
This report is specifically concerning U.S. Highway 41 from Division St. to Southlane 
Drive/Veterans Memorial Parkway.  And all abutting properties and thoroughfares. 
 
 

The TIMELINE of Events on U.S. Highway 41 
 
 

DATE – Brief Description 
 
06/11/1953 – Indiana Highway Commission makes suggestions to the City of Evansville including the 
relocation of Highway 41. 
 
08/23/1960 – City huddles up before meeting with State regarding relocating Highway 41. 
 
08/25/1960 – Relocating Highway 41 needed to meet “Super Highway” standards group told.  Businessmen 
object to relocating highway 41, claiming great loses to the local economy.  
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06/30/1961 – Henderson County makes plans to widen its business 41 district.  Business owners are happy to 
give up land for a new highway. 
 
07/06/1961 – President of the (old) Highway 41 Businessmen’s Association in Evansville declares that 
relocating Highway 41 from its current location will be bad for business. 
 
08/06/1963 – City delays voting on a modified and elevated Highway 41 proposal through a portion of the City.  
The “highway on stilts” idea is backed by the Mayor’s Traffic Commission, and was proposed by Traffic 
Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte. 
 
12/31/1964 – Mayor Frank McDonald says, “I see no reason for further delays” in reference to getting the 
Highway built through this area. 
 
02/12/1964 – Indiana Highway 41 Commission resubmits the same Relocation plans but included the plans to 
the rest of the highway segments.  Local Highway Engineers reject the proposal because it still closed Walnut 
and Bellemeade. 
 
01/13/1965 – Indiana Highway 41 Commission resubmits relocation plans from division to Southlane drive that 
still include closing Walnut and Bellemeade.  Evansville Traffic Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte says that this is the 
same proposal that they rejected in 1964.  It was rejected again. 
 
04/23/1965 – Local Highway planners demand that Walnut and Bellemeade remain open.  Indiana Highway 
Commission says that they will come back with an answer to the closure problems “within the year”. 
 
06/15/1965 – City and State discussions continue.  State will not pay for highway on stilts and says that this will 
be the cities responsibility. 
 
01/21/1966 – Indiana State Commission submits new plans of a redesigned Highway 41 with Walnut and 
Bellemeade remaining open at ground level. 
 
02/22/1966 – Final Hurdle for relocating 41.  Engineer Melvin Pohlkotte met with State Engineers about the 
details and is quoted as saying, “We can make do with it.” 
 
02/24/1966 – Final papers drawn up.  Relocation of Highway 41 is a go. 
 
12-01-1967 – City traffic engineer (and point man for the City to State negotiations) Melvin Pohlkotte dies 
unexpectedly in his home this morning.  Death ruled as a heart attack.  Mayor Frank McDonald originally hired 
Pohlkotte who worked for the Indianapolis Traffic Department over 6 years ago. 
 
12-02-1967 – City leaders commended Pohlkotte’s work and determination on City projects. 
 
1969-1972 – Relocated Highway 41 is built from Division Street to Southlane Dr. 
 
07/15/1972 – Businesses along old 41 slump, blamed on New 41 relocation. 
  
11/30/1972 – Highway 41 from division to Southlane opens. 
 
03/27/1973 – Homeowners along new Highway 41 wants their land rezoned to commercial and get away from 
the highway.  Traffic and Noise complaints dominates the meeting. 
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03/30/1973 – Homeowners complain about noise on Highway 41.  State says only grass will ever be planted.  
Evansville Realtors Association donates 500 trees to be planted along Highway 41.  No cooperation from the 
State as the mowing crews would just mow them down. 
 
04/22/1973 – Ray Andersen (Executive Director of the Redevelopment Commission) asks the State Highway 
Commission for a screen buffer and trees along Highway 41 to control the noise. 
 
05/10/1973 – Bosse High School students and officials finally get a crosswalk and sidewalk installed to cross 
highway 41 to go to school. 
 
05/15/1973 – Ray Anderson again asks for a screen/buffer from the State.  Additionally asks the State to fix the 
drainage problems on each side of the highway caused by the grade and construction of the highway.   Andersen 
receives letter from Indiana State Chief Highway Engineer N. W. Steinkamp that help was on the way. 
 
07/19/1973 – State official N.W. Steinkamp faces questioning from Ray Anderson.  Andersen complains that 
the State has done nothing to rectify problems along the highway. 
 
10/10/1973 – Evansville Press Staff writer Gene Clabes calls the deceased City Engineer Melvin Polkhotte a 
prophet in the early 1960’s when he predicted that the construction of the new U.S. 41 at ground level would 
“just hand the traffic problems to the city.”  
 
07/03/1974 – State highway department has agreed to build a drain for the pools which funnel rain water into 
the Lodge Avenue pump station near Southlane Drive. 
 
10/14/1975 – Rick Borries stumps for planting trees along both sides of the highway to block out traffic noise 
and ensure more privacy for residents along highway 41. 
 
04/14/1976 – Bellemeade-Bayard Park Neighborhood Association asks for $100,000 in federal funds to fix 
drainage problems created by the highway 41 construction. 
 
03/01/1977 – Evansville Urban Transportation releases study showing U.S. 41 crashes going up on the southend 
of town. 
 
08/18/1977 – Mrs. Fannie Riecken, 73, Owner and operator of Riecken’s Shoe Shops died in an accident along 
Washington and Highway 41 today.  A truck traveling on Highway 41 loaded with tombstones hit and trapped 
Mrs. Riecken and another passenger in the southbound lane.  158 accidents have been recorded this year alone 
from division to Southlane. 
 
09/02/1977 – Nation’s Top highway official said that the federal government won’t solve problems on U.S. 41 
through Evansville but is willing to help the state and city seek a solution. 
 
05/09/1978 – Evansville Urban Transporation recommends elevating Highway and changing light 
synchronization and speed limits. 
 
05/26/1978 – Federal funding for elevated highway unlikely. 
 
05/31/1978 – State surprises City officials and Mayor Russell Lloyd with a letter claiming that the City agreed 
to finance any future overpasses on highway 41. 
 
6/1/1978 – Former Mayor Frank McDonald responds and said that there “never was any agreement” with the 
state that any future U.S. 41 improvements would be financed by the city. 
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9/15/1978 – Circuit Judge proposes that highway 41 be elevated in certain areas. 
 
10/20/1978 – Panel considering elevation plan. 
 
10/30/1978 – County Commissioners order study of US 41 pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue. 
 
11/21/1978 – Hearing held.  A Majority in support of overpass at Washington Avenue. 
 
12/13/1978 – Banker proposes raising cross streets above 41 as opposed to 41 being elevated. 
 
02/02/1979 – County Councilman seeking the Washington Avenue overpass study. 
 
2/13/1979 – Evansville Urban Transportation outlines the top problem intersections on Highway 41.  All of 
them are on the southend. 
 
3/15/1979 – Petition drive seeks to increase taxes to fund pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue & 
Highway 41. 
 
04/02/1979 - Petitions with 762 names was presented today to the county commissioners by the president of the 
Bosse student council in support of a pedestrian overpass over highway 41 at Washington Avenue. 
 
04/15/1979 – Immediate action on highway 41 is urged. 
 
04/24/1979 – A resolution asking the State Highway Commission to act on the Urban Transportation report last 
week is being drawn up by city councilman Michael Vandeveer. 
 
05/10/1979 – Evansville Chamber of Commerce supports low-cost and immediate 41 improvements. 
 
05/17/1979 – 250 page report unveiled by Urban Transportation suggests elevating highway 41 and widening it 
in some areas. 
 
05/18/1979 – Bellemeade-Bayard Park Neighborhood Association endorses proposed changes. 
 
05/22/1979 – Executive Inn owner Robert Green comes out against the plan because of the tax increases 
proposed in the plan. 
 
05/30/1979 – Councilman David Koehler says some improvements could still be completed this year. 
 
08/09/1979 – Insurance Salesman Jesse Stock makes fun of Highway 41 problems on his Insurance billboard. 
 
08/09/1979 – Evansville Water Works Board instructed City Engineers to begin developing plans to widen 
streets along Highway 41. 
 
10/29/1980 – City making improvement plans along highway 41. 
 
02/07/1981 – Juror “Unsafe 41” delayed the verdict in a trial regarding a fatal accident on 41. 
 
07/29/1986 – Southlane is renamed to Veterans Memorial Pkwy to Honor Veterans. 
 
04/12/1990 – Elevating Highway 41 is again discussed. 
 
06/09/1990 – Evansville Urban Traffic Transportation study again suggests elevating Highway 41.   
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07/19/1995 – Paul Bitz former State Senator who lives near U.S. 41 off of Lincoln would like to see fewer 
trucks and less noise along the highway. 
 
08/26/1996 – Bosse student is injured when crossing Highway 41 going home from school. 
 
08/26/1996 –The Evansville School Board has proposed highway pedestrian overpasses several times over the 
last ten years to INDOT.  INDOT has been unreceptive to the requests. 
 
06/21/1997 – Mother pushes for Pedestrian overpass after daughter is hit on highway. 
 
1997 – 2006 Interest on U.S. 41 south wanes as INDOT focuses on the changes in traffic patterns around the 
new Toyota Plant. 
 
12/17/2006 – Neighborhood Flooding on the Southeast side.  Courier asks for community comments.  U.S. 41 
mentioned in problems. 
 
04/20/2006 – Students at Washington Middle School in the Project Citizen program stump for a Pedestrian 
overpass at Washington Avenue & 41. 
 
02/26/2007 – INDOT approves a new noise abatement policy that requires sound test to be performed along 
new AND existing highways (if they are ever significantly changed).  For an example of this noise barrier 
policy in action visit http://www.465-69northeast.in.gov/noise-wall.html  
 
07/04/2007 – INDOT is looking at purchasing property for a new interchange at the Lloyd and 41. 
 
09/02/2007 – Letter to the editor appealing for Pedestrian overpass at Washington Avenue. 
 
09/14/2007 - At the request of School Board member Mike Duckworth, has passed a resolution asking for a re-
evaluation of the need for a pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 near Washington Avenue. 
 
09/15/2007 – Pedestrian overpass gets another review. 
 
10/02/2007 – Courier & Press Opinion article encourages safe school routes including a new pedestrian 
overpass at Washington Avenue. 
 
04/12/2008 - Sara Anne Corrigan, a freelance writer, writes of all of the noise at the intersection of Lloyd and 
41. 
 
03/19/2009 – State proposes Cloverleaf at Lloyd and 41.  Most area residents are very receptive to it. 
 
05/06/2009 – Highway 41 from Lloyd to Veterans Memorial is included in the Front Door Pride Program 
footprint. 
 
10/21/2010 – Presidents Neighborhood Association asks State Representative for “NO Jake Braking” signs to 
be placed on Highway 41 due to all of the noise from the trucks at all hours of the night.  
 
11/06/2010 – Presidents Neighborhood Association performs a cleanup of the volunteer vegetation line along 
highway 41 between Covert and Washington Avenues.  Discover’s poor vegetation that will never properly 
provide shielding from the Highway.  INDOT agrees to replace the fence on a majority of the section. 
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01/09/2011 – The federal Department of Transportation cites the Washington and 41 intersections as one that is 
“exhibiting the most severe highway safety needs”. 
 
02/02/2011 – INDOT announces changes to the original Lloyd/41 interchange plan. 
 
02/04/2011 – City Officials claim, no body was consulted before any change of plans.  
 
06/04/2011 – Presidents Neighborhood Association conduct a sidewalk walkability study.  Discover that some 
of their sidewalk problems are related to the unfinished business of the highway 41 corridor. 
 
08/24/2011 – Presidents Neighborhood releases a report detailing the grim history of the Highway 41 corridor 
from Division to Southlane drive. 
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Projec t Cit izen can make commun ity better  
Thursda y, April 20, 2006  

Being a judge for We t he  P eo ple: Projec t Citizen  was n't a s  glam orous  as , s ay, judging "American  Idol" contes tan ts .  

But I en joyed  the  ta sk, a nd  my three -pers on pan e l, which a lso c ons is ted  of s tate Sen . Van eta  Bec ker and  Pat Tuley, 

Evan sville -Van de rburgh School Corp . d irec tor of  s upport s erv ices , did a  reas onable impe rsonation o f P au la,  Ran dy an d 

Simon, without the p ancake m akeu p.  

Projec t Citizen  offers  s tuden ts  in m idd le s chool a  ver y pe rsona l form  of civics  ed ucation . At a time w hen  citizen  

pa rticipa tion  in go vernm en t affairs  is  often  s pa rse, Projec t Citizen  en courage s  s tude nts  to e ssen tia lly a dopt a  community 

problem  an d d eve lop  plau s ible s olutions . 

Along the  wa y, s tuden ts  ar e requ ired  to tac kle t he  s ame rigorous  qu es tions  tha t confront pub lic officials  all the  time: How 

much will the s olution  cos t?  How will it be  funde d? What are t he  ad van tag es  an d disad vanta ges  of the s olution? Who 

would b e o pposed to the  s olution? Do es  it mee t cons titutiona l mus ter?  

The  probl em s  s tuden ts  chose t his  yea r were a  divers e lot. My pa ne l he ard t wo o ra l pres en tat ions , inc lud ing  one  from  

Glen wood  Midd le School s tuden ts , who  de cide d they were t ired  of be ing ha ras sed  while  wa lking  to an d from s chool by a 

group of winos  ha nging a round a n earb y liquor s tore.  

The y worked  on  a  plan  to e ncourag e m ore po lice  pa trols . 

P laza  P ark  Middle S choo l s tudents  told u s  ab out their vis ion  of a pilot progr am  to rep lac e trad ition a l, he avy te xtbooks  with 

computer pi xe ls  in s om e E VSC s chools . The y res ea rche d a s imilar ef fort in Da vie ss  Cou nty, Ky., s chools  an d the  grant  

unde r which it is  be ing funded . 

We also looked  over s om e o f the o the r projec ts , which inc lude d on e a bout the  ne ed for tor na do-safe s he lters  at mobile 

home p arks  (Thompkins  Middle S choo l) an d for a pe des trian  overpas s  at  U.S . 41  an d Was hington  Avenue ( Washington  

Middle S chool). 
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Studen ts  mus t develop a n eye -catc hing p ortfolio, which e ncourages  the m to no t jus t e xplain the ir is sue , but show it. The y 

ha ve t o s how the  de pth o f the ir res earc h b y pu tting  a ll of their mate rials  in a b inde r. 

During o ra l pres enta tions , the y mus t e xplain wha t they ha ve lea rned  ab out their chosen  prob lem  while  s tan ding  before 

some s kep tical judges  - a lthough o ur pa ne l s tayed away from  an y S imon -like rants . 

Tea ms  that pe rform the t as ks  mos t cap ab ly ge t to repres en t Indian a's  8th  Congress ional Dis trict at a  s tatewide  

compe tition . 

Projec t Citizen  is  a worthwhile e ffort, on e which ha s  the p oten tia l to mak e t he  community better. And for the  judge s , it 

prov ide s  an  opportun ity to lea rn m ore ab ou t life t hrou gh the  e yes  of young pe op le  an d m aybe  s ee  the  de velopm en t of 

some future "ido ls ." 

- John Martin 

464 -7594 or jmartin@ evan sville. ne t 

 

  © 2011 Scripps Newspa pe r Group — Online   
 
 

 

Clover lea f p lanned at Llo yd, U.S. 41  
By Joh n Mart in  

Wedne sda y, July 4, 2007  

State t ran sportat ion  officials  are pu shing  forward  plan s  to revam p the  interc ha nge a t U.S . 41  an d Lloyd Expres swa y a nd 

rem ove t raffic s ignals  there . 

Cons truc tion  on the $ 27 million p rojec t, which will make t he  inters ec tion a  full cloverle af, is  s che duled  to b eg in in 20 10.  

S tat e o fficials  are attem pting to ac quire  right-of-wa y for on a nd off ramps , inc luding a  piec e of Evan sville -Van derbur gh 

School Corp. pro pe rty at  Howard R oosa Elem en tary S chool, 12 30 E. Illino is  S t. 

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 105 of 246

mailto:jmartin@evansville.net


Howard Roos a,  which is  a t the  northe as t corner  of the inte rsec tion, s tan ds  to los e a few pa rking  plac es  a nd a  sec tion  of its  

pla yground. 

More t ha n a d ozen  hom es  are i n the  s am e ra mp's  pa th. S om e a re v ac ant.  

Also impa cted  are T rinity Luthera n Ch urch a nd Moore' s  Landscap ing  an d Gar de n Cen ter on Eas t Illinois  S treet.  

"The y will more tha n likely be  bought out and  re located," s a id J im Earl,  projec t e nginee r for the Ind ian a De pa rtmen t of 

Tran sportat ion  (INDOT). 

Righ t-of-wa y ac quis ition is  s impler at th e other thr ee  corner s  be cau se  fewer s truc tures  are pres en t, Ear l s aid. 

The  ne w clover lea f will req uire re locat ing  the  overhe ad p ede s trian b ridge o n the  Lloyd, which is  jus t e as t of U.S . 41  a nd 

us ed  by s om e Ho ward Roo sa c hildren.  

The  ne w bridge  will be  s everal  fee t farther ea s t, a nd  it is  to bec om e p art of  the Pigeo n Cre ek  Gree nwa y.  

"It will conne ct on the s outh s ide  of the Lloyd at Walnut, a nd  us e t ha t ne w pe des trian  bridge t o go  to  Virginia Stree t," s a id 

Glen n Bobe rg,  Evans ville Parks  &am p; Rec rea tion De pa rtmen t park s  plan ne r. 

All of that  work is  to be  funde d in the  cloverle af plan's  bu dget.   

"In es sen ce, we  ge t the t rail for free ," Boberg s aid.  

The  clover lea f ram p to b e b uilt near Howard R oosa will be  80 fee t to 1 00 fee t a way from  the s chool at  its  nea res t point, 

ac cording  to the  s ta te's  plans . 

INDOT officials  on  Monda y showed  School Board m embe rs  a dra wing a nd a eria l photograph . 

The  bo ard t ook no  ac tion  on the  matter at M onda y's  me eting . Membe rs  s aid they want  to s ee  firs tha nd how clos e t he  

ram p will be t o the  bu ilding an d he ar t he  views  of Howard Ro os a s taff. 

Howard Roos a Princ ipa l Pa t Da y-Kohlman  couldn 't be rea che d for c ommen t Tue sda y. 

Boa rd membe r Mike Du ckworth said h e wants  to  know ab out the  projec t's  no ise impa ct a nd  how the s chool will 

compe ns ate  for the  los t pa rking  an d pla yground s pa ces . 

Earl told the S choo l Boa rd tha t the  Howard Roos a prop erty is sue  ne ed s  to b e  res olved  to kee p the  projec t on sche dule.  

"Whe n is  your dea dline ?" Boa rd m embe r S ally Bec ker as ked . 
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"Las t month," Earl replied . 

The  Rev . Wad e B utler, pa s tor of  Trinity Lutheran C hurch, said the  church "ha s  be en  a pproa ched " by s tat e o fficia ls , but he  

de cline d to commen t further.  

Miche lle Avis , a n em ployee  of Moore's  Landscap ing  an d Gar de n Ce nte r, s a id the  bus ines s  ha s  be en  conta cted  by the  

s tate b ut "we h aven 't he ar d an ything  for s om e t ime."  
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Letters to the edito r:  
Staff Rep orts   

Sunda y, Sep tembe r 2, 2007  

Overpas s  is  nee de d ac ros s  41  nea r Bos se  

To the ed itor: 

A pe de s trian  over pa ss  linking  Wes selman  P ark  with the E van s ville S tate  Hos pita l groun ds  is  a nice ide a, but the re is  a 

greate r ne ed for an o ver pa ss  on  an othe r s tretc h of s tate -owne d h ighwa y. It is  only through the  grac e of God an d the  

common sen se o f the s tuden ts  that no o ne in rec en t memory has  be en  s erious ly injured or k illed o n their way to Bos se 

High  S chool.  

A pe de s trian  over pa ss  of U.S . 41 is  jus t a s  ne ces sar y to link the h om es  of the c hildren with Bos se a s  the  ex is ting  link for 

the  hom es  of the c hildre n with Harr ison . 

Now, I know tha t the  money is  ea rmarked  to link the p arks , but I'm s ure on e d oe s n't h ave to look too far into the  his tory of 

politics  to find  a n e xam ple where t he  e ar th at was  mark ed  mag ically moves  from the right to the le ft. This  is  usua lly 

ac complishe d with a  no d a nd a wink an d a s ha zam ! A big cam pa ign con tributor finds  his  pockets  line d with more money 

tha n he  ga ve.  
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So, jus t this  once, let's  wave o ur m ag ic wan d a nd do  what 's  ne ed ed a nd not what 's  nice. I'm s ure Ma yor J ona tha n 

Weinzap fel an d 8th Dis trict U.S . Rep . Brad  Ells worth would a gree  tha t it is  be tter t o p rote ct the  future o f ou r community 

tha n it is  to mak e it convenien t on o ur da y off. 

Bob Ba ldock 

Evan sville  
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Letters to the Edi tor fo r Septe mber  4, 2007  
Staff Rep orts   

Tue sda y, Sep tembe r 4, 2007  

Walkway over  U.S.  41 need ed  for Bosse  

To the  edi tor: 

I recen tly read where the Indiana  Dep artment  of Tran portat ion will releas e  $1 million in 
long-dorm an t fund s  to cons truct an  overpas s  walkway over  the  Lloyd Expres sway. The 
walkway will conne ct Wes selman  Par k to the Evans ville State  Hos pital grounds . 

This  is  all nice  and  dandy  and w ould be a good thing, but  what  about  a walkway over 
U.S.  41 at  Was hington Avenue? Bos se  s tuden ts  and  neig hbors  need  a walkway first. 

Mark  Chand ler 

Evans ville 
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Pedestrian  o ve rp as s  
The I ss ue: S chool Board a gai n look s at Boss e si tuation. Our 
View: De spi te  pe ss imism , anot her look could ha ve value.  

Staff Rep orts   

Friday, Sep tembe r 14, 2007  

An ide a t hat makes  common s en se t o the layman 's  e ye b ut ha s  failed  to earn t he  en dorsem en t of ex pe rt opinion  over the  

pa s t 20 years  is  with us  ag ain.  

The  S chool Boa rd, at the  reques t of membe r Mike Du ckworth, h as  pa ssed  a res olution a sking  for a r e -eva lua tion  of the 

ne ed  for a pe de s trian o verp as s  at  U.S . 41 ne ar Washington  Aven ue . 

If on e looks  at  this  bus y inters ec tion  where s tudents  cros s  da ily go ing  to and from  Bos se High School, a p ed es trian  

overp as s  that wou ld great ly improve t he s afety of thos e t ee na gers  wou ld ap pea r to m ake s en se. Tha t view is  further 

en ha nced  by the  fac t that a  po pular fas t-food res tau rant is  locate d a cros s  U.S . 41 from Bos se.  

Duckworth, a  form er dep uty s he riff, has  long conte nded tha t, g iven  the  numbe r of s tuden ts  who mus t cros s  the h ighway 

da ily, there i s  a t rag ic ac ciden t jus t wa iting  to hap pen . And he 's  right.  

But the re are i s sues  that  traffic plan ne rs  raise  tha t preven t them  from be ing  s ympath et ic to Duckworth's  cau s e.  

The  key on e, brought up ea ch time t his  prop os al res urfac es , is  that an o verp as s  wou ld n ot be  loca ted  ne ar th e 

inte rsec tion . 

The  plan ne rs  cla im that an  overp as s  wou ld ha ve t o b e  at lea s t 300 fee t from  the inters ec tion , s o a s  to no t to impe de  

motoris ts ' s ight line s  for traffic s ignals  a t the c orner . That mea ns  the o verp as s  wou ld h ave to be  the  length of on e footba ll 

field n orth from  the c orner  whe re s tude nts  cros s  U.S . 41 . 
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And tha t raises  the  s ec ond is sue . P lanners  have s aid tha t not only would m os t s tuden ts  not walk that far from the 

inte rsec tion  to u se  the  over pa ss , but tha t man y wou ld not use  it even  if it wer e a t the  corner . 

The  ne xt que s tion, then , would b e  whe the r the  s chool s ys tem  would o r could force h igh  s chool s tude nts  to use t he  

cros s ing , once  s tudents  ha ve left s chool an d s chool propert y for the da y. 

And the n, once you ge t by tha t que s tion , the re  is  the is sue  of nu mbe rs .  

In the p as t, traffic plan ners  ha ve c la imed  that the  numbe r of s tuden ts  cros s ing  that inte rsec tion d aily does  not jus tify the 

expe ns e of bu ilding  an  overpas s .  

In the p as t, those  nu mbe rs  ha ve b ee n 200 to 250 s tuden ts  cros s ing  twice a d a y. The  cos t/ben efit rat io was  not met,  s aid 

the  ex perts . In fac t, Bos se ha s  the  s malles t e nro llmen t of the c ity's  pu blic high  s chools . 

So, we c an not be  optimis tic ab out convinc ing the n um bers  crunche rs  that this  pro pos al s hould go  forwar d. All the  s am e, 

given  tha t this  idea  was  firs t discus sed  s om e 2 0 yea rs  ag o, it wou ld b e worth the e ffort to s ee  now if a re -eva lua tion  wou ld 

turn up  an y new inform ation  in s upport of  common s ens e.  
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Bosse walk way  g et s re view  
Student traffi c a worry  

By Joh n Mart in  

Satur da y, Sep tembe r 15, 2007  

Indian a  highway officials  s a id Fr ida y they are o pe n to more di scus s ion  ab out a  pe de s trian  wa lkwa y ne ar B os se High 

School, e ven though pas t s tudies  didn 't s how e nough ne ed  for one . 
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"We w ould be  willing  to mee t a nd ta lk ab out it," s a id J ohn Curr y, dep uty direc tor of plann ing  an d progr am ming for The  

Indian a  Dep artm en t of Tran sportat ion 's  Vincennes  Dis trict. 

The  overp as s  is sue  cam e b ac k into  pu blic view a ga in Monday, when  the  Evan sville -Van derbur gh S chool Board pa ssed  a 

res olution  in favor of  re -eva lua ting the s ituation . 

Boa rd membe r Mike Du ckworth, who wrote the  res olution , s aid h e  will as k Evan s ville a nd Van de rburgh C ounty govern ing  

bodies  to pa ss  s imilar s tatemen ts  of support. 

He s aid he  will try to o rgan ize a m ee ting  involving INDOT, the Metrop olitan P lanning  Orga nizat ion  an d Mayor J onath an  

Weinzap fel. 

Weinzap fel, through s pokes wom an  Audra L ev y, s a id he  would b e  "supportive o f tak ing  an other look" at  the  overp as s  

is sue . 

Metropolitan P lanning  Director Brad  Mills  was n't a va ilab le for c ommen t Frida y. 

Duckworth s aid h e b e lieves  the overpas s  is  warrante d, es pe cia lly given  the p res ence o f a McDona ld's , BP gas  s tat ion a nd 

Circle K convenience s tore ac ros s  U.S . 41 from Bos se.  

Erica R am os , a  cross ing  gu ard who  works  at  the inte rs ec tion  be fore a nd after s chool at Bos se, agreed .  

Ram os  s aid the  inters ec tion is  crowded  a t thos e h ours , a nd  e ven  more s tudents  go from the h igh  s chool to McDona ld's  

late r in the  afternoo n, when  after -school ac tivities  conc lude. Cros s ing  guar ds  aren't  pres en t the n. 

Adu lt ped es trian s  cros s  the  highwa y, too , s he a dded, and  num erous  drivers  go too fas t or pa y little a tten tion.  

"I tell you what , it's  a wful," Ram os  s aid. "The  drivers  don 't obe y the (30 m ph) s pe ed  limit. I almos t got hit the  other d ay. 

The y go  aroun d u s  like it's  nothing ." 

Severa l clus ters  of s tuden ts  cros sed  U.S . 41 o n Fr iday afterno on after t he  dismissal be ll at  Bos se. Fres hm an  P ierre 

Moore s a id a p ed es trian  walkwa y "sounds  like a  really go od ide a. " 

"You wouldn 't ha ve t o wa it for the traffic, you c ou ld jus t go  on a cros s ," he s aid.  

A pe de s trian  walkwa y over U.S.  41  would likely cos t s evera l hu ndred thousan d d ollars , pos s ibly e ven $ 1 million, Cur ry 

said.  
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He s aid there would b e  cos ts  for pr operty ac qu is ition  a s  we ll as  for c ons truc tion . An o verpas s  would h ave  to mee t height 

req uirem en ts  an d n ot block s ight line s . 

P lanners  in the  pas t have s aid an  overpas s  wou ld ha ve t o be  a t lea s t 300 fee t from  the inte rsec tion b ec au se of s ight line 

is sue s . 

Any firs t s tep s  toward b uilding  a n o verp as s  wou ld involve de ta iled  s tudies  of the inters ec tion  an d a  cos t/be nefit a na lys is , 

Cur ry s aid.  

Pas t s tud ies  haven 't jus tified the  projec t, Cu rry s aid, a lthough INDOT wou ld not ob jec t to a fres h look. 

He s aid h e  didn 't know wha t s tat is tical thres ho lds  would h ave to be m et to move t he  projec t forward, but if s tudies  jus tified  

the  projec t, fed eral  funding  might be a va ilab le.  

Duckworth, a  1974 Bos se g rad ua te, said h e h opes  it won't req uire a t rage dy a t the  inters ec tion  to draw at ten tion  to the  

is sue . 

Discus s ion  a bout the inte rs ec tion  is  hardl y new; Duckworth said it goe s  ba ck 20  years . 

Geral d Summers , the s chool corpor ation 's  s afety an d sec urity direc tor, s aid Bos s e a t one time o ffered b us  trans portat ion 

ac ros s  the inters ec tion, but "the y didn't have a  lot of ta kers " be caus e o f the time requ ired to load  the  bus . 

If the s tate bu ilt an  overpas s  "it wou ld h elp the s itua tion," Summers  s aid.  

Bos se's  firs t-year pr inc ipa l, William Rob erts , s aid h e s upports  ex ploring  the  overpa ss  op tion.  

"We w an t to be  proa ctive a nd do e ver ything  we c an  to prev ent a  trag ed y," Rob erts  s aid.  
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Walking to sc ho ol  T 
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he Is sue : Spe cial  da y e ncoura ges  c hildr en to go on f oot  
. Our V iew: Exe rc is e  c ould impro ve clas sr oom a cti vity. 

Staff Rep orts   

Tue sda y, October  2, 2007  

The re is  a ge ne rat ion o r s o of olde r American s  who will be  s tunned to learn th at Wed ne sday is  Interna tiona l Walk to 

School Day. 

How e lse, the y might a sk, doe s  on e g e t to s chool? T he reb y revealing  the y are of  a  vinta ge  going  bac k 40  years  or s o 

whe n ha lf of all s tude nts  walked  or b iked  to s chool, or maybe  even  further when  the  pro portion  was  higher.  

The re is  also a g ene rat ion or s o o f younger Am erican s  who  will be s tunne d to learn tha t it is  not only leg a l to walk to 

school, but officially en courag ed by the U. S. governm en t. 

Indeed , Unc le Sam  is  on e of the p rime m overs  be hind Walk to S chool Day, the h ope be ing  tha t it will go from  be ing  a one -

da y obser van ce  to a d a ily routine . Toda y, on ly 10  pe rcen t of s choolchildren  na tionwide  wa lk to s chool, an d of those who 

live c los e e nough to their s chools , within a m ile, to rea sonab ly do  s o,  on ly 25  pe rcen t walk or bike.  

The  prime reas on for trying  to get the k ids  ou t of the s chool bu ses  an d the ir pa ren ts ' cars  is  he alth. The  rea son for gett ing  

the  kids  into veh icles  in the  firs t plac e was  s afety — a  well-founded fea r of traffic an d a les s  well-founded fea r of preda tors  

— but no w the  au thorities  believe t hat is  be ing  outweighe d by the  da nge rs  of a sede ntar y lifes tyle.  

Over th e p as t 30  years  the pe rcen tage  of children a ge s  6 to 11 who a re over we ight ha s  more tha n do ubled , with all the 

late r-life h ealth risks  that en tails . Exerc ise improves  cla ss room pe rforman ce, but a bout ha lf of thos e 1 2 to 21 ge t no 

reg ular ex erc ise.  

Fed era l an d s tat e g over nmen ts  are putting h undreds  of millions  of do llars  into en s uring s afe ro ute s  to s chools  — be tte r 

s ide wa lks , s afer bi ke lan es , c ros s ing  gu ards . And the y are urg ing  ad ults  to wa lk their childre n to s chool on  the  groun ds  

tha t the  exerc ise will do  the  gro wn-ups  go od, too . 

We wou ld n ote tha t this  com es  at  a time whe n the e ffort is  jus t s tarting  a ga in to b etter e ns ure th e s afety of Bos se High 

School s tuden ts  who walk to s chool. S om e o fficials  are  propo s ing  a p ed es trian  overpas s  ac ros s  U.S . 41 n ea r the s chool. 

Pas t e fforts  ha ve  failed.  

As  for the nationa l effort, th ere are Web  s ites  to te ll you h ow to go  a bout wa lking  to s chool if you a re  of that gen erat ion 

tha t missed  it. The  bas ics  a re a t www.wa lktos chool-us a.o rg. The  Nationa l Ce nte r for Sa fe Ro ute s  to S choo l can  be 
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rea che d at saferoute s info.o rg. And the U. S. Cen ters  for Disea se C ontrol a nd  Preven tion  chec ks  in a t 

cdc .go v/nccdphp /dnpa /kids walk. 

You 'll be  doing  your kids  a favor, be cau s e o ne d ay the y'll be  ab le t o tell their own kids  thos e h oa ry tall ta les  of their youth 

tha t be gin, "Why, when  I was  your age  ...  ." 
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Wall o f n oise blo ck s spirit' s vie w o f the  d ivine  
By SARA ANNE CORRIGAN / Close r to God  

Satur da y, April 12, 2008  

I spe nt three hours  on a  rec en t Frida y night in the  cocktail lounge o f a fam ily-owned s mall-town res taurant.  

The  food wa s  great . 

But the  noise  ...  

The re w as  no  mus ic. The  cac ophony was  gen era ted  entire ly by ab out 100 ha pp y pe op le.  As  the e vening  wore o n,  the y 

got hap pier; as  the y got ha ppier, the y got no is ier.  

When  we  left, I rem ark ed  that I thought my ea rs  were going to s tart bl ee ding. I also was  rem inded  why I didn 't like g oing to 

ba rs  an ymore. A nd I de cide d the  ex pe rien ce ga ve a n ew la yer of  mea ning  to my claim to be  living  a  qu iet life.  

This  morning  I jus t cam e in from ha ving  coffee  in the g a rde n. It was n't e xac tly s ilent. In ad dition  to the  birds , the re was  a 

train whis tling  in the  dis tan ce. A jet  flew overh ea d. The  s low s tea dy roa r of veh icle s  on  U.S. 41 a nd the Lloyd Expres sway 

crea ted  a  du ll, white ba ckground  no ise. S till, in c om pa rison  to  tha t ba r ...  
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The n the  city rec ycling  truck mad e its  firs t pas s  on  the block ou t front. The  clatt ering  of glas s  s tartled the p regnan t s qu irrel 

tha t com es  da ily into m y ga rde n for a h an dout of s unflower s ee ds  a nd fres h a pple.  Tha t was  whe n I realized  jus t h ow 

quiet my world ha s  bec om e. 

And the n I thought ba ck to an  art icle I  rea d a num be r of years  ag o ab out a young man  who s pen t the  be tter p art of  a year 

trave ling  aroun d the c ountry trying to find a  s pot where , in a 2 4-hour pe riod , he  could rec ord n o man -mad e s ounds . 

He failed . As  I rec a ll, he  could ne ver f ind  a plac e tha t was  free  of airplan es  overh ea d. The re was  s om eth ing  inherent ly s ad  

ab ou t that.  We h uman s  ta ke u p an  awful lot of s pa ce on this  plan et , a nd we  make a n a wful lot of no ise.  

One  of the m ore i ntrus ive s ounds  in our neighborhood comes  from bo om  bo xes  blas ting  from pa ss ing  cars . The y 

broadc as t s ounds  tha t are so loud a nd s o dis torted  that they lie o uts ide a nything  even rem ote ly relate d to mus ic. S ounds  

so invas ive tha t ou r windows  ratt le in the ir m oorings . 

I have a t heo ry: P eo ple who d rive t hose vehicles  an d ge ne rate  all that noise t ruly fea r, a t s om e s emi-subconscious  leve l, 

tha t the y are invis ible. And  in m an y reg ards  (soc ia lly, politica lly, e conomically) they are.  If we t urn our hea ds  to no tice t he 

noise,  the y ha ve e vide nce t ha t the y ha ve  mad e a n impres s ion  on their e nvironmen t. Tha t they do , in fac t, e xis t.  

In my often  troubled a nd s tum bling  journey of the s pirit, in m y qu es t to know God , to "he ar " the s till s mall voice, I find  more 

an d m ore tha t it is  in the  qu iet momen ts , in the  quiet plac es , that  I know I exis t an d tha t I am  no t a lone.  

I would like t o tell thos e p eople in thos e c ars  that  the y are no t invis ible. Tha t the y are i n the  pres en ce  of the divine .  

But the y won't turn do wn the v olum e long e nough. 

Sara Anne C orriga n is  a  free lance writer l iving in E vansville.  Con tac t her b y e -mail at  Cor rigan Sara Anne@ gmail.com 
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Pub lic p ositive  o n road pl an  
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Clo ver leaf to re pla ce  s top light s  

By Joh n Mart in  

Thursda y, March 19 , 2009  

The  clover lea f inters ec tion planned a t U.S . 41 an d Lloyd Expres sway will continue t o he lp E vans ville s hed  its  "s toplight 

city" ide ntity, s pe ak ers  s aid a t a  public he ar ing  Thursday. 

Cons truc tion  is  te ntative ly sche du led  to beg in in 2011 on  the p rojec t tha t will replace s topligh ts  curren tly on the Lloyd both  

ea s t a nd wes t of U.S . 41 . 

The  total cos t is  $3 1.5  million . Tha t inc lude s  cons truc tion  as  well as  right-of-way acquis ition . 

"I'm all for it, es pe cia lly to g et  the s top lights  off at  Lloyd," s aid Ch ris  S chm idt, who once s erved  on  the  form er Evan sville 

Urba n Tran sportat ion  S tudy Boa rd,  ad ding h e h ope s  work can  move q uickly. "Diam ond Aven ue (c ons truc tion) took  wa y 

too  long." 

Res ide nt Mike Wilson  also said h e s upports  the p rojec t a nd  ho pe s  "we c an  pu t an  ex cellen t road  on  the  map ." 

Anothe r s pe ak er, E mily Ca mpton, took a s lightly differen t tac k, warning  an y ne arb y propert y owners  to "read  the s mall 

print" in their home-owner ins uranc e p olicies  to m ake s ure an y res idua l dam ag e rel at ed  to the c ons truc tion  is  covere d.  

The  traffic volum e a t U.S . 41 a nd the Lloyd is  projec ted  ev en tually to reac h 7 0,0 00 vehicles  pe r day, s aid e ngine er J am es  

Johns on of Bea m, Longes t & Neff of Indian ap olis . 

As  pa rt of the p rojec t, the  northbo und  an d s outhbound U.S . 41  bridges  no rth o f the  inters ec tion  will be  replac ed. And a n 

overh ea d p ede s trian  bridge  on  the  Lloyd jus t ea s t of U.S. 41 will s hift farther eas t an d link with the P igeo n Cree k 

Gree nwa y. 

The  right-of-wa y ac quis ition  proc es s  involves  17  homes , s even  commercial prop e rties  an d Trinity Wes leyan Churc h. 

INDOT also a cqu ired  a s lice o f Evan sville  Vander burgh S chool Corp. prop ert y ne ar Ho ward  Roo sa  Elem en tary School.  

The  s chool s ys tem  plan s  to clos e Ho ward R oosa in two years . 

New s torm  s ewers  are t o ru n n orth  from the inters ec tion to Pige on Creek . About half of the s torm  wate r is  to vee r off into  

tha t outlet,  while the  rem ainder is  to us e t he  ex is ting d rainag e pa ttern into  a com bine d s ewer  runoff. 

Thursda y night's  INDOT he aring on  the  projec t dre w 75 p eople t o the  S outhern In diana  Career  & Tec hnical Cent er.  
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The  ha ndful of pe op le who ros e t o s pe ak  ge ne rally wer e s upportive of the p rojec t. 

Car ter Cl ark e, vice c hairman  of the Kee p Evan sville Beau tiful bo ard of  direc tors , urge d INDOT to involve t he b ea utification 

organ ization  ea rly in the  cons truc tion  proc es s . 

Clark e s aid the  projec t brings  "gre at opportunities " for ne w flower  an d tree  plan ting.  

During c ons truc tion , traffic is  to be  mainta ined  on  ex is ting  routes . 

The  s tate will continue t o re ceive  public commen ts  ab out the p rojec t for two week s . 
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Fron t Door focus area  n amed  
It is  c enter ed ar ound Ha ynie' s Corner  

By Jimmy Nesb itt  

Wedne sda y, May 6, 2009  

The  Dep artm en t of Metropolitan  Developmen t plan s  to c oncen tra te ne ighborho od rev ita liza tion e fforts  in a  40- to 50-

square -block area c en tere d aroun d Ha ynie's  Corner  at  SE Sec ond Stree t an d Ada ms  Aven ue . 

The  Evans ville R ed eve lopmen t Commiss ion  ap proved a  res olution  Tue sda y de s ignat ing  a focus  area ins ide  the  Fron t 

Door P ride  ne igh borhood. The  area c ontains  1,3 11 p a rcels , m os tly eithe r blighted or in de clining  condition , with 775 o f the  

944 s ing le -fam ily dwe llings  in the  are a b uilt before 19 20.  

The  res olution  is  the  firs t s tep  in e s tablishing  the  area as  a tax  inc rem en t fina nc ing d is trict, or T IF dis trict, s a id J an e Ree l, 

de pu ty direc tor of  the D ep a rtmen t of Metropolitan De velopm en t. TIF dis tricts  allow municipa lities  to capture  taxes  ga ine d 

throug h inc rea ses  in a sses sed  prop erty va lues  for red eve lopm en t projec ts  within the  dis trict's  bo undarie s . 
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Reel  s aid the  de ve lopm en t dep artm en t s till will mak e improvemen ts  ou ts ide t he focus  area in the  Front Door Pri de 

ne ighborhoo d, bounde d b y the  Lloyd Expres s wa y to the n orth , U.S. 41 to the  ea s t, Veterans  Mem oria l P ark way to the 

south and Che rry Street to the  wes t.  

The  Front Doo r Pride p rogram  was  crea ted  in 2004 to revitalize t he  Goos eto wn n eighborhood. Re de velopmen t 

Com miss ion  membe r Les  White said the  progr am  ha s  progres sed  s lower t ha n he  ha d hoped , but he  ad ded , "I think it's  

coming aro und. ...  I think ev en tua lly, with the  turnarou nd of the  ec onom y, it will give folks  be tte r opportunities  for hou s ing  

in tha t area. " 

Com miss ion  membe r Ted  Ube lhor s a id focus ing  on  one  s ec tion  of the n e ighborhood will a llow the  Dep artm en t of 

Metropolitan De ve lopm en t to make n oticea ble  improvemen ts  qu icker.  

"I think it will be  a good thing," Ube lhor s a id.  

 

  © 2011 Scripps Newspa pe r Group — Online   
 

 

State 's ro ad li st po int s to d anger in 
Vanderbur gh  Cou nty  | PDF  
Some  s egment s ra nke d with Indiana 's  worst  

By Bill S trau b  

Sunda y, Jan ua ry 9, 2011  

WASHINGTON — Three s ec tions  of Van de rburgh Co unty roa ds  are am ong the mos t dan ge rous  in Indian a,  ac cording to 

a repo rt s ubm itted b y the  s tate  to the fed eral  De pa rtmen t of Tran sportat ion.  

The  rep ort, pre pa red  by the  Indian a De pa rtmen t of Trans porta tion  an d the Ce nte r for Road Safety at Purdu e Univers ity, 

lis ts  a 0.3 1-mile s ec tion  of Gree n River Roa d from Eas t Virginia Stree t to Carr iag e Drive, a 0 .15 -mile s ec tion of Gree n 

River Ro ad  from  Morga n C en ter Dr ive t o Boonville Highwa y an d a  0.3 -mile s ec tion o f Kratzville Roa d from Hob art Aven ue 

to Wes t Bue na Vis ta Drive am ong the  s tat e's  mos t hazardous  local roa d s eg men ts . 
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It also cites  four Van derbur gh Co unty s tat e roa d inte rs ec tions  "curren tly exhibiting the m os t s evere highwa y s afety 

ne ed s :" U.S. 41  a t Washing ton  Aven ue; Wes t Diamond Aven ue a t Krat zville Ro ad ; Wes t Lloyd Expres s wa y at  Fulton 

Aven ue; and  Wes t Lloyd Expres swa y at  Red  Bank Roa d. And it lis ts  three  local roa d inters ec tions  — Washington Avenue  

at South Weinbac h Aven ue , North wes t Rivers ide  Drive  at  Co urt S tree t an d Maxwell Aven ue a t North  Far es  Aven ue , a ll in 

Evan sville.  

The  roa ds  were lis ted in the Ind iana  2010 Five -Perc ent Re port, part of  the  na tional Highwa y S afety Improvemen t P rogram  

aimed  at  red uc ing  traffic fatalities  an d s er ious  injuries . Unde r the  program , e ver y s tate is  req uired  to submit a n a nnua l 

rep ort d es cribing n ot les s  than  5 p erc ent of its  highway locations  ex hibiting  the  mos t s evere  s afety nee ds . The c urren t 

rep ort us es  traffic s tat is tics  from 20 07 to 2009. 

The  inte nt of this  pa rticular rep orting  requirem en t, a ccording  to the  Dep artm en t of Tran sportat ion , is  to inc rea se p ub lic 

awaren es s  of the h ighwa y safety ne ed s  an d c ha llen ges  aroun d the  country. 

Indian a  rep orted  95,7 01 miles  of pu blic roa ds  in 2009, with tota l tra ve l on thos e b yways  rea ching a lmos t 74 b illion  miles . 

The  s tate e xpe rien ces  190,000 to 2 05,000 traffic cras hes  ea ch yea r, 600 to 800 of them  involving  fata lities . Another 

34 ,000 to 3 8,00 0 involve pers onal injury cras he s  while 1 50,0 00 to 17 0,0 00 res ult in propert y dam ag e . 

"The  pe rsonal, s oc ieta l, an d e conom ic cos ts  of thes e c ras he s  are s tag gering," ac cording  to the  report.  

The  rep ort al s o s aid Gr ee n River Ro ad  from  Eas t Virginia Street to Carr iage  Drive  s aw 8 9 tota l cras he s  during the  

rep orting  period, none  of which res ulted in fata lities  although there were t wo incapa cita ting injuries . Green  River Dr ive 

from Morga n Ce nter Dr ive to Old  Boonville Highway was  the s ite of 12  cras he s , with one fata lity an d on  incapac itat ing  

injury while the  Kratzville  Roa d s ec tion  s aw 11  cras hes  with zero f ata lities  bu t fou r incap ac itat ing injuries . 

On the  inters ec tion s ide: U.S. 41 a t Was hington Avenue e xpe rien ced 5 7 total cras he s , res ulting in four inc ap acitat ing  

injuries ; Wes t Diam ond Aven ue  at  Krat zville Roa d was  the s ite o f 24  ac cide nts  a nd five incap ac itat ing  injuries ; Wes t Lloyd 

Expres sway at Fulton Avenue  had  88 c ras he s  a nd thre e incapa citating  injuries ; a nd Wes t Lloyd Expres swa y an d R ed  

Ban k Roa d s uffered 7 5 a ccide nts , res ulting in thre e d eath s  an d o ne  incap ac ita ting injury. 

The  Washing ton  Aven ue a t S ou th Weinbac h Avenue s ite saw 50  cras hes  with two incap ac ita ting injuries . Northwes t 

Rivers ide  Drive a t Co urt S tree t had  17  cras he s  a nd two incapa citating  injuries  while Max well Aven ue a t North  Far es  

Aven ue h ad  18 c ras he s , one fata lity an d o ne incap ac itating injury. 

Of the c ounties  s urrounding Vander burgh , only Gibs on Co unty ha d a  prob lem  roa dwa y lis ted — a 0 .6-mile s tretc h o f 

Indian a  64  from  Cou nty Road  850 to Co unty Ro ad  800 s outhe as t of Eas t Mount Carm el. It was  the  s ite off 66  ac cide nts , a 

fata lity a nd three incapa cita ting  injuries . 
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INDOT anno un ce s ch anges to p lanned U.S. 
41-Lloyd i nterc hange  
Staff Rep orts   

Origina lly publishe d 02: 16  p.m., Fe brua ry 3, 2011  
Updated 03:07  p.m., Fe brua ry 3, 2011  

EVANSVILLE — An Ind ian a De partm en t of Tran sportat ion spokes wom an  an nounced  toda y that s tat e o fficia ls  ha ve 

modified  plans  for a ne w interc ha nge a t the  inters ec tion o f the Lloyd Expres s wa y an d U.S . 41 , but tha t cons truc tion  is  s till 

s che duled  to b e  finished  by the en d of 20 13 . 

INDOT s pokes wom an  Che r Goodwin s a id he r dep artm en t has  s crap pe d plan s  for a f ull cloverle af inte rchan ge  at  the b us y 

inte rsec tion  an d ins tea d will ins ta ll a p artia l cloverle af with two s lip ram ps . S he  s aid the us e o f pa rtial c loverlea f 

inte rcha nges  ha s  bee n tes ted  aro und the  s tate an d ha ve be en s afer for motoris ts  an d c hea per to build.  The  projec t was  

an nounced  as  pa rt of Gov. Mitch Dan ie ls  Major Moves  in 2006.  

She  es timate d the c ha nge would s las h $1 3 m illion  from  the p rojec t’s  origina l es timate d $ 30 million  price t ag . 

Goodwin s a id the  new plan will s till rem ove t wo s toplights  from the Lloyd Expres s way. 

“It will s till continue t o mee t the t rue p urpose a nd ne ed of the p rojec t which was  improv ing  mobility a nd s afet y of the 

motoring  pu blic on  the  Lloyd,” she  s aid.  

Cons truc tion  s hould s tart b y the m iddle of ne xt year, G oodwin s a id.  

 

  © 2011 Scripps Newspa pe r Group — Online   
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EDITORIAL: Lloyd/4 1 debate  jog s me mo ry.  
Staff Rep orts   

Tue sda y, Fe brua ry 22, 2011  

The  s tate o f Indian a h as  long bee n telling  us  that  it plans  to improve the  inters ec tion  of the  Lloyd Expres swa y an d U.S . 41  

by elimina ting traffic ligh ts  on  the Lloyd.  

To mos t Evan sville  res ide nts , th is  is  a s ymbolic inte rsection , litera lly the  cros s roa ds  of two m onum en ts  to po or plan ning . 

Indeed , both the  Lloyd a nd U.S . 41  were e nvis ione d long a go as  cros s town ex pre sswa ys , on ly in the  fina l planning  to b e  

s lowed  to a c rawl by those  an no ying traffic lights .  

Anywa y, we h ave b een  an ticipa ting  tha t the  Indiana  Depa rtmen t of Tran sportat ion  would s oon b e  fixing  the  inters ec tion , 

as  it did las t year with the Lloyd/Fu lton Avenue  inters ection . 

The n, a few wee ks  ag o, the  s tate s prun g a  s urprise o n a c ity where tr affic ta lk is  no t funny. Unde r a modificat ion  of its  

origina l plan , the ligh ts  wou ld b e t ak en  off the Lloyd a t 41 , but the  s tat e would a dd two more tr affic lights  to U.S. 41, nea r 

its  Lloyd inte rsec tion . 

According to a rep ort from Cou rier & Pres s  s taff writer Richa rd G ootee, both  city and county officials  were upset with the 

plan, such tha t the y s en t a letter to  INDOT ex pres s ing  disbe lief that the  s tat e would c ons ider ad ding  more tr affic lights  to 

41  as  a  wa y of improving traffic flow. 

But in turn, t he  s ta te told local officials  that if it do es  no t do  the  Lloyd-41 projec t, then  the m oney ea rmarked  for this  projec t 

— initially, $30 million  — would n ot likely s ta y in the  Evan s ville a rea, to be  us ed  for ano the r highwa y projec t. Rath er, s tate 

officials  s aid it would p roba bly go  ba ck in the s tate  po t for work elsewhe re . 

Local officials  ha ve s ugges ted  the m oney be  us ed to ins tea d improve t he  Indiana  62/Univers ity P ark way inter cha nge  ne ar 

the  Univers ity of S outhern I ndian a.  

With all tha t in mind, a llow us  to jog  the  loca l consciousne ss  ab out the  Lloyd Expre sswa y a nd s ta te highwa y jobs . 
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When  the Lloyd was  be ing planned, there was  little d isag ree men t tha t one o f the  bus ies t inters ec tions  wou ld be  at  the  

Lloyd an d Burkha rdt Road . Burkha rdt was  e nvis ione d for m ajor reta il/commercial de velopmen t, a nd it mad e s en s e, at 

lea s t to locals , tha t it ha ve a c loverlea f interc ha nge . 

Alas , the  de cis ion  was  mad e t o put off the inte rcha nge initia lly, in favor of  traffic lights . Later, we were t old, the s tate wou ld 

ins ta ll the  interc ha nge. Unfortuna tely, de ve lopmen t in tha t are a p roved  fas ter th an e xpres s wa y improvem en ts . 

Ground was  brok en  on  the  Lloyd in 1983, but it was n't until 2005 tha t the s tate  s aid it was  rea dy to d o the B urkha rdt 

inte rcha nge.  

The  rea ction  was  s imilar to the  rea ction  toda y to the  Lloyd/41 plan s , but mag nified . Car de alers  an d other bus ine ss  

owne rs  had  long s ince de velope d the  area with ingres s  an d e gres s  to the Lloyd and they didn 't want  to s ee t he ir 

improvem en ts  torn u p a nd the ir e ntry po ints  perm an en tly c los ed . The  on ce de s ired interc ha nge was  now be ing protes ted  

by bus ines s  lea de rs . 

The  s tate g ot the  mes sag e loud a nd c lear. P lans  for the Lloyd/Burkha rdt interc ha nge  were  s us pe nde d, but with a  prom ise 

to rev is it the  is sue  in the  year 203 5.  

And so we have to wonder, if the protest of the Lloyd/41 interchange is too long and loud, might it be moved 

aside only to show up in the state's 2040 traffic plan for Evansville. 
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From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com> 

Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 10:22 PM 

To: Christine Meador 

Cc: Erica Haas; Dan Thatcher; Arnold, Troy; Tiller, Jason 

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting 

Reminder 

 

Christine, 

 

Ramps were identified in the other alternative bridge locations, as well as the costs to build each 

ramp.  But the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location does not disclose that?  How can you 

estimate the costs of ramps at the other non-recommended bridge locations, but forgo the 

recommended one?!?  Wasn’t the “final costs” one of the Key Factors used in qualifying a bridge 

locations candidacy?!?  I  don’t understand how you come to your financial conclusions of how this 

bridge is cheaper without drilling down to the costs of the bridge ramps at the Washington Avenue 

location. 

 

Brent Jackson 

 

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>  

Sent: Thursday, December 3, 2020 2:29 PM 

To: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com> 

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy 

<TArnold1@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov> 

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder 

 

Brent –  

 

Thank you for the follow up – I included the project and task managers so everyone is in the loop. As we 

are so early in the design phase, the ramp configuration has not been determined yet, but will be 

identified during the preliminary design phase of the project.  A ramp configuration that minimizes 

project footprint while meeting ADA criteria will be used for our design. 

 

Chris 

 
Christine Meador 

Senior Project Manager 
Environmental Planning 
Cell (317) 459-3629  Direct (317) 917-5338 Email: cmeador@hntb.com 

 
 

From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 7:28 PM 

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com> 

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy 

<TArnold1@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov> 

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder 
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Thank You for responding Christine!   

 

I see you added recipients to this email.  I replied to ALL this time… 

 

Regarding the Washington Avenue proposed bridge.  Can you tell me more about the ramps that will be 

used there?  The online report says that there will be 3 runs of ramps used at Blackford, but mentions 

nothing about the Washington Avenue Bridge proposal.  I measured the distance and I am trying to 

gauge how many runs of ramps will be on each side of a Washington Avenue bridge.  Has that been 

determined?    Using ADA requirements, I am measuring 5 runs of ramps on the westside of 41?!?   

 

Thanks In Advance! 

 

Brent 

 

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>  

Sent: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 10:46 AM 

To: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com> 

Cc: Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Arnold, Troy 

<TArnold1@indot.IN.gov>; Tiller, Jason <JTiller@indot.IN.gov> 

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder 

 

Brent –  

  

Thank you for your participation in the project development process. “RCI” is an acronym for reduced 

conflict intersection which is a term used for a variety of different intersection designs that reduce the 

likelihood of vehicle crashes. Under the right traffic conditions, RCIs can improve safety and reduce 

delay by separating and simplifying traffic movements and reduce the number of traffic signal phases. 

 

The RCI at US 41 and Washington Avenue project is in the initial stages of project development and just 

recently secured funding. INDOT anticipates construction in 2025. In 2021, as part of the project 

development process, a study to evaluate different RCI intersection types and their effectiveness at this 

intersection will be developed and shared with the public.  The project will also be incorporated into the 

local Transportation Improvement Plan.   

 

If you have any further questions or comments please let us know.  

Chris 

 
Christine Meador 

Senior Project Manager 
Environmental Planning 
Cell (317) 459-3629  Direct (317) 917-5338 Email: cmeador@hntb.com 

 
 

From: Brent Jackson <brent@bdjackson.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, December 1, 2020 12:11 PM 

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com> 

Subject: RE: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder 
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Christine, 

 

Thank you for this.  I was in attendance at this meeting in Evansville a couple of weeks ago.  I thought I 

missed something during the course of the meeting and have reviewed everything that has been made 

public about the project.  However, at that meeting you talk about the “RCI Project” but never 

elaborated on what that acronym or project really is.  This is the first I heard of the RCI project.  Could 

you tell me what it is and the effective footprint of that project? 

 

I am preparing a formal written response. 

 

Thanks in Advance, 

 

Brent Jackson 

President of the Presidents Neighborhood Association 

 

From: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com>  

Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 8:05 AM 

To: Christine Meador <CMeador@HNTB.com> 

Cc: Dan Thatcher <DThatcher@HNTB.com>; Erica Haas <ehaas@hntb.com>; Arnold, Troy 

<TArnold1@indot.IN.gov> 

Subject: US 41 Pedestrian Crossing - Public Meeting - Des. No. 1902709 - Meeting Reminder 

 

DES# 1902709 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public meeting 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday November 18, 2020, at the Benjamin Bosse High 
School Cafeteria located at 1300 Washington Avenue, Evansville IN 47714. The public 
meeting presentation and comment period will also be broadcast via the INDOT: 
Southwest (@INDOTVincennesDistrict) Facebook page located at 
https://www.facebook.com/INDOTVincennesDistrict/, the INDOT Southwest 
(@INDOTSouthwest) Twitter page, or virtually via meeting invite. The purpose of the 
public meeting is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment on the 
recommended pedestrian crossing of US 41 location and type. The doors will be open 
at 5:00 p.m. to give meeting participants time to view displays and talk to project 
representatives prior to the start of the meeting. The intent of the project is to 
improve pedestrian safety for individuals trying to cross US 41.  
 
This project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight 
Township, Vanderburgh County, within INDOT’s Vincennes District. The High-Rail 
Pedestrian Trail runs along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and 
connects to the sidewalks on the north and south side of Washington Avenue. 
Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast corner of this intersection. A 
grade separated crossing is warranted at this location based on the safety concerns 
for pedestrian and bicycle traffic at the intersection. Two alternative structure 
configurations were considered, a below ground tunnel and a pedestrian bridge. Both 
options were considered at four locations within the project area; at East Chandler 
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Avenue, at East Powell Avenue, at East Blackford Avenue, and the north side of the 
intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue. Based on the preliminary Alternative 
Report and considering the project key factors and the comparative cost, a pedestrian 
bridge at Washington Avenue, is the recommended alternate. INDOT is seeking 
stakeholder and public input on this recommendation prior to proceeding with detailed 
design. A more detailed analysis of structure characteristics including structure type, 
span arrangement, and ramp layout will be evaluated as the next steps in early 2021. 
 
At present, both state and federal funds are available for construction of the project. 
A Categorical Exclusion Level 2 or 4 document will be prepared for this project to fully 
evaluate the project impacts. Project materials will be available to view at 
https://www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm or upon request.  

Persons with limited internet access may request project information be mailed to 
them. Please contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, 
Indianapolis IN 46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 for information.  

The in-person public meeting will include appropriate social distancing measures. 
Meeting attendees and the project team are required to wear masks per local 
ordinance and will practice social distancing. Attendees who do not have a mask will 
be provided one, and hand sanitation stations will be available. The public meeting 
presentation and formal comment period will also be broadcast live INDOT Southwest 
Facebook Live (@INDOTVincennesDistrict) and INDOT Southwest Twitter 
(@INDOTSouthwest), or virtually via WebEx, so that people may participate virtually. 
To request a link to the WebEx Meeting, email Christine Meador at cmeador@hntb.com. 

In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or 
need assistance with  accessibility to the above documents such as interpreters or 
readers, please contact Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, 
Indianapolis IN 46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 who can provide 
accommodations. 

Comments will be accepted in writing via a comment form or verbally at the public 
meeting or via U.S. Postal Service or E-mail. Comments can be submitted to Christine 
Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN 46204 or 
cmeador@HNTB.com or INDOT’s Project Manager, Troy Arnold, Indiana Department of 
Transportation Vincennes District, 3650 South U.S. Highway 41, Vincennes, IN 47591 
or TArnold1@indot.IN.gov. Comments will be accepted through Friday December 4, 
2020. 

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, 
Section 771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by 
the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 2) 23 CFR 
450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating: “Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the 
public involvement process to ensure that the process provide full and open access to 
all interested parties and revise the process, as appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Public 
Involvement Policies and Procedures were approved by the FHWA on August 16, 2012. 

Please share this notice with your constituents and other interested parties.  
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Thank you for your participation in the INDOT project development process and we 
look forward to talking with you.  
 
Chris  
 
 

 
Christine Meador 

Senior Project Manager 
Environmental Planning 
Tel (317) 636-4682    Direct (317) 917-5338     Email cmeador@hntb.com 
 
HNTB CORPORATION – CELEBRATING 80 YEARS IN INDIANA 

111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204  |  www.hntb.com  

■ 100+ YEARS OF INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS 

    

 

 

 
 

 

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this 
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you. 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this 
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you. 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this 
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you. 

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 127 of 246



From: Arnold, Troy <TArnold1@indot.IN.gov> 

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 7:40 AM 

To: Burton, Alex 

Cc: Elpers, Justin; Weaver, Jonathan; Trockman, Ben; Heronemus, Zac J; 

Schaefer, Steve; Dan Thatcher; Christine Meador; Erica Haas 

Subject: RE: Bosse Bridge Project  

 
 

City Councilors of Evansville, IN  

Ben Trockman 

Zac Heronemus  

Alex Burton 

Justin Elpers 

Jonathan Weaver  
 

Thank You for your comments and support.  We agree that safety of the public is very important, 

and we look forward to continuing our partnership with the City of Evansville through the 

development of this project.   
 

Thanks, 

Troy Arnold, PMP 

Project Manager 

3650 South U.S. Highway 41 
Vincennes, IN 47591 
Office: (812) 895-7348 

Cell: (812) 890-9047 

Email: tarnold1@indot.in.gov 

 

 

 

Click Here To Sign Up for INDOT Project Email and Text Alerts! 

 

From: Burton, Alex [mailto:aburton@evansville.in.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2020 9:36 AM 

To: Arnold, Troy <TArnold1@indot.IN.gov> 

Cc: Elpers, Justin <jelpers@evansville.in.gov>; Weaver, Jonathan <jweaver@evansville.in.gov>; 

Trockman, Ben <btrockman@evansville.in.gov>; Heronemus, Zac J <zjheronemus@evansville.in.gov>; 

Schaefer, Steve <sschaefer@evansville.in.gov> 

Subject: Bosse Bridge Project  

 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click 
links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

 
November 18, 2020 
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Troy Arnold 

INDOT 

Vincennes District 

3650 S. Hwy 41 

Vincennes, IN 47591 

  

Mr. Arnold: 

 

The safety of every resident in the City of Evansville is a concern of the Common 

Council. In order for our city to reach its fullest potential, we must ensure that proper 

safety measures exist and are continually improved. We proudly support all measures 

that make transit more efficient and to also increase the safety of pedestrians in our 

community.  

It is with great excitement, joy, and full support that the Evansville City Council 

proudly supports the efforts to construct a bridge over the busy intersection of 

Washington Avenue and U.S. Highway 41. Though this project is in its infancy, we 

fully support Alternate Option III, which is scheduled to begin construction in 

the spring 2023. 

 

Over the next few years, please know that the Evansville City Council is in full 

support of this project. As a body, we are grateful for community members, 

organizations, and Mayor Winnecke for carrying the conversation forward to become 

a reality to benefit pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles. Most importantly, students 

who attend Bosse High School and Washington Middle School will no longer have 

to worry about the dangers that crossing U.S. Highway 41 brings.  

 

This measure is needed and the bridge will be an asset to the City of Evansville.  

  

Humbly submitted,  

  
 

Ben Trockman 

Zac Heronemus  

Alex Burton 

Justin Elpers 

Jonathan Weaver  

 

City Councilors of Evansville, IN  
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Christine Meador

From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com>

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 5:26 PM

To: tarnold1@indot.in.gov; Christine Meador

Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue - Comments about proposed 

pedestrian overpass

Attachments: Indiana Officer's Standard Crash Report  12.29.2016.pdf; City of Henderson  letter and documents  

2.06.2017.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #1.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #2.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #3.pdf

Troy and Christine - I am submitting comments about the proposed 

pedestrian overpass at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue. 

 

Please see messages below. 

 

I am in favor of the overpass. 

 

I am very frustrated because I had previously contacted 

INDOT and other officials several times about my experience. 

I do not believe that my input was considered.  I was hoping 

that I would be given updates or notice of progress about 

the plans but that did not happen. 

 

I do not think that INDOT was at all responsive to my  

comments and input. 

 

As you can see from the documents attached, I had 

a very serious accident at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue. 

I was hit by an ambulance that was driving northbound 

on U.S. 41 from Henderson. 

 

The ambulance did not slow down at all or acknowledge 

that I had the right-of-way. 

 

I believe I could have been badly injured or killed if I had 

not been an alert driver.  The ambulance driver drove 

through the intersection at a high rate of speed, even 

though there was a red light. 

 

I would like to be kept informed about the plans so 

I can make substantive comments. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this. 

 

Elaine Mittleman 

Cell phone  202 297-2338 
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From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com> 

Sent: Friday, February 14, 2020 3:30 PM 

To: baschmitt@evansville.in.gov <baschmitt@evansville.in.gov> 

Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue  

  

https://www.courierpress.com/story/news/2020/02/13/formal-step-taken-toward-washington-41-

pedestrian-bridge-near-bosse/4753539002/ 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

Formal step taken toward construction 

of Washington Avenue, U.S. 41 bridge 

near Bosse 

A formal step was taken Thursday toward the eventual 

construction of a pedestrian walkway above U.S. 41, near 

Bosse High School and Washington Avenue. 

www.courierpress.com 

I have read that some progress may be occurring for the  

pedestrian walkway near Bosse. 

 

Please let me know about this progress.  I would like to 

be certain that my experience at that intersection is 

included in the planning.  I contacted INDOT some time 

ago, but I don't have confidence that they paid much 

attention to the information I provided. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Elaine Mittleman 

Cell phone  202 297-2338 

 

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.  

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman  

2040 Arch Drive  

Falls Church, VA 22043  

(703) 734-0482  

elainemittleman@msn.com  

 

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received 

this message in error, please notify the sender immediately. 

From: Elaine Mittleman <elainemittleman@msn.com> 

Sent: Thursday, May 9, 2019 1:59 PM 

To: ktaylor1@indot.in.gov <ktaylor1@indot.in.gov> 

Subject: Fw: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue  
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I was very glad to talk with you. 

 

Please see message below and documents. 

 

I would be glad to provide additional information. 

 

My cell phone is 202 297-2338. 

 

Elaine Mittleman 

 

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.  

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman  

2040 Arch Drive  

Falls Church, VA 22043  

(703) 734-0482  

elainemittleman@msn.com  

 

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received 

this message in error, please notify the sender immediately. 

From: Elaine Mittleman <ElaineMittleman@msn.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2019 4:15 PM 

To: baschmitt@evansville.in.gov; cweil@evansville.in.gov 

Subject: My traffic accident at Highway 41 and Washington Avenue  

  

Hello - I have lived in Evansville and am visiting my daughter now. 

She lives in Newburgh. 

 

I read that there is a proposal for or possibility of an overpass at 

Highway 41 and Washington Avenue. 

 

I am writing to bring your attention to the traffic accident I  

was involved in at that intersection.  Attached are documents 

and photos relating to the accident.  The police report is not correct 

to the extent that it states that the ambulance was driving south. 

The ambulance was driving north on Highway 41 coming from 

Henderson. 

 

I will very briefly describe what happened, but would be glad 

to provide additional information. 

 

I was driving east on Washington Avenue and had not yet 

reached Highway 41.  An ambulance was driving north on 

Highway 41 coming from Henderson.  I had the green light. 

The ambulance siren was on.  However, the driver did not slow  

down or take any action to avoid hitting me.  I believe that there 

was ample room for him to have changed lanes and avoided 

hitting me.   
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I believe I could have been killed if I had not taken measures 

to avoid the oncoming ambulance.  It seems that the ambulance 

driver had no awareness that he was supposed to yield or use  

caution when going through an intersection.  He apparently 

thought that all he had to do was have the siren on. 

However, given his rate of speed, I believe that the siren did not  

provide sufficient warning of the oncoming vehicle.  There is 

also a curve in the road which prevented seeing the ambulance 

until it was very near Washington Avenue. 

 

If there had been students crossing Highway 41, it seems highly 

likely that the students would have been hit by this ambulance. 

 

I would be very pleased and honored if I can contribute to  

improved safety at this intersection.  I was driving by Bosse 

High School that day because I have fond memories of student  

teaching at Bosse in 1969. 

 

Please let me know if I can provide a statement or other information. 

If you call, please use my cell phone.  The number is 202 297-2338. 

 

Thank you for your efforts at keeping Evansville streets safe. 

 

Elaine Mittleman 

 

Elaine Mittleman, Esq.  

Law Office of Elaine Mittleman  

2040 Arch Drive  

Falls Church, VA 22043  

(703) 734-0482  

elainemittleman@msn.com  

 

The information contained in this message may include sensitive or attorney work product information. If you received 

this message in error, please notify the sender immediately. 

 

 

Virus-free. www.avast.com  
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4/17/2019 Mail - Elaine Mittleman - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/search/id/AQMkADAwATIwMTAwAC0wMABhNi1iNjYAMS0wMAItMDAKAEYAAAPSboKgwfonQrT%2BPR7M6imIBwDNuk… 1/1
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4/17/2019 Mail - Elaine Mittleman - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/search/id/AQMkADAwATIwMTAwAC0wMABhNi1iNjYAMS0wMAItMDAKAEYAAAPSboKgwfonQrT%2BPR7M6imIBwDNuk… 1/1
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4/17/2019 Mail - Elaine Mittleman - Outlook

https://outlook.live.com/mail/search/id/AQMkADAwATIwMTAwAC0wMABhNi1iNjYAMS0wMAItMDAKAEYAAAPSboKgwfonQrT%2BPR7M6imIBwDNuk… 1/1
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Comments Received at Public Information Meeting 

November 18, 2020 
Jane Hackert from Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association 

Verbal Comment - I would think that the rest of the people in our neighborhood that is represented here would maybe 
agree with me that we would firmly agree with your recommendation for the crossover bridge to be built at 41 and 
Washington because it would have less impact on neighborhoods on either side of 41 and it seems like it would be using 
more of the public land and wouldn’t really require a lot of land acquisition at that point in time so that is my official 
recommendation.  

Written Comment – One of the people representing the consulting firm (HNTB) stated the recommendation being made 
to INDOT is at US 41 & Washington. I whole heartedly agree. This is the best placement for the school and the community. 

Response – No response required 

Reverend Gerald Arnold, President of the local branch of NAACP 

Verbal Comment - I concur with what she also said. In 2017, I drove through and watched a kid duck an 18-wheeler to 
avoid being hit. I immediately got on the phone and called Gail Riecken and Ryan Hatfield and other folks so it’s good to 
see that this is happening. The danger that the kids will escape also is that gas station, have to walk past that particularly 
for young women, young girls, harassed. So, this is going to be a very positive. The tunnel, itself would be a safety issue. 
We certainly wouldn’t want to what do to that. So we’re thankful, grateful and we’re looking forward to it so let’s get it 
done. Thank you.  

Written Comment – 2017 I witnessed a student from Bosse running for his trying to avoid being hit by an 18-wheeler. I 
immediately called Gail Riecken who referred me to Ryan Hatfield. It is exciting to see this is actually going to happen this 
time. Let’s get her done! 

Response – No response required 

Betsy Pruitt, President of Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association 

Written Comment Via Email: Good afternoon, Chris. 

I appreciate you sharing all of these details with me. We are so grateful for the work you have already done to ensure 
the safety of students and community members at this heavily traveled intersection. Building this bridge will not only 
give students and families a safe crossing to Bosse High School, but it will also allow members of our neighborhood to 
safely access businesses located on the west side of Highway 41 that we have previously been unable to walk to in the 
past even though they are so close to our neighborhood. 

The Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association would like to formally agree with INDOT’s recommendation that the 
pedestrian crossing bridge be placed at the corner of Highway 41 and Washington Avenue. 

Our Vice President, Michael Pruitt, will be representing GLNA virtually in tonight’s meeting because I am suffering from 
the Flu. My apologies that we are unable to join you in person. We are hopeful that we will be there for the next event 
surrounding this important project. 

Thank you again for all of your work, and we look forward to traversing this journey with you. 

Respectfully,  

President of Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association 

Response – No response required 
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Brent Jackson  

Written Comments Via Email:  

December 4, 2020: 

Regarding the Public Response to the newly Proposed US 41 Pedestrian Bridge 

INTRODUCTION: I am a professional IT Consultant who owns his own business. I am a certified Microsoft Partner and 
engineer. I build computers, servers, and networks. I have lived in Evansville, Indiana my whole life. I have lived at my 
current residence of 1401 Henning Avenue for over 27 years. I have been the President of the Presidents Neighborhood 
Association for 12 years. My neighborhood abuts Highway 41 and is just south of Washington Avenue. As well as 
President of the United Neighborhoods of Evansville from 2016 to 2018. I remain as a board member of UNOE.  

ABSTRACT: November 18th, 2020 was the first public meeting held at Bosse High School regarding the newly proposed 
pedestrian bridge that is to cross US Highway 41 at or near the Washington Avenue intersection. The meeting was 
hosted by HNTB design group from Indianapolis lead by Christine Meador 

GEOGRAPHY: Prior to 1971, the four lane highway 41 did not exist. OLD Highway 41 was a two lane road just 3-4 blocks 
west of the current highway and is now known as Kentucky Avenue (south of the Lloyd Expressway) and Fares Avenue 
(north of the Lloyd). Bosse High School was built in 1912 along Gilbert Avenue (now Highway 41) and Washington Ave. 
From 1924 to 1971 Bosse High School existed in a neighborhood where Washington Avenue was the greatest safety 
concern. 

HISTORY: Since 1972, just after Highway 41 was built through the neighborhood, segregating the safe walk to two 
schools, Bosse and Washington grade school, there have been several citizen initiatives to build a pedestrian bridge over 
Highway 41. A significant amount of debate and discussion has occurred over the last 50 years with INDOT and the State 
of Indiana political figure heads regarding the potential of building a pedestrian overpass. For your perusal, I have 
attached some news articles related to this specific subject. 

LATE IMPROVEMENTS: Starting in 2008 through to 2016, there has been a gracious amount of improvements to the 
intersection of 41 and Washington Avenue. Including but not limited to, dedicated turn lanes, longer turn lanes, 
improved turning radius, improved piano stripping at the crosswalk, ADA improvements, and improved pedestrian 
controls and lighting.  

THE NEW GREENWAY PROJECT: The Greenway project is an ongoing pedestrian and bike path project in the City/County 
of Evansville. In 2018, a new section of the “Evansville Greenway” was opened along Highway 41. The specific section is 
called the “Hi-Rail” because it was once where the Southern Illinois railroad ran. The hi-rail section runs parallel to 
Highway 41 from Walnut Avenue to Riverside Avenue. It is important to note this change. In that the Greenway path will 
eventually connect to all other major pedestrian paths. A bridge being built crossing 41 is more than just for grade or 
high school students, but for the entire community. I want you to know how epic of a decision this is going to be. 

DRIVING FACTORS: The Pedestrian Bridge Project is 100% citizen driven. Since 1972 when Highway 41 was built through 
the south end of Evansville, there have been citizens asking, pleading, and at times demanding changes be made to the 
area to accommodate the students and pedestrians that cross highway 41. 

THE BRIDGE PROPOSALS: At the first public meeting on November 18th, the HNTB design team revealed 4 locations 
along Highway 41 to build a bridge or tunnel. Washington, Blackford, Powell, and Chandler Avenues. Considering COVID 
restrictions, the presentation went quite well. Large poster boards spread around the perimeter of the room 
demonstrating the views and looks of 4 different locations along with a quick slideshow. Very 1st stage material. 
Designers were available for discussion and were on hand. Good job! I could not have done any better.  

PUBLIC TESTIMONY: At the end of the first public meeting, there were two oral comments given by the public. The first 
was given by Jane Hackert who claimed to represent the Greater Lincolnshire Neighborhood Association. Her comments 
were spoken out of turn and out of order. She did not get the neighborhood’s official opinion and was simply giving her 
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own. I spoke with her after the meeting and she retracted most of what she said on camera to me personally. She is a 
new board member at the neighborhood association and was not really authorized to speak on their behalf. I have 
called other GLNA neighborhood members, who happen to agree with me, and Ms. Hackert’s comments should be 
stricken from the record. Just so you know, I would have called a neighborhood meeting together about the bridge 
proposals to get an official vote, if I would have had more time to respond.  

The second commentator was Reverend Gerald Summers who is also head of the local NAACP. He too, spoke in favor of 
the bridge in general, and yes, the recommended Washington bridge location. I wanted to add some context to this for 
those of you who are not familiar with this subject. There have been accusations of racism because a bridge crossing 
over 41 has not been built to date. Some believe, myself included, that if Bosse High School was predominately white, 
the bridge would have been built by now. That has been the general rub on why the NAACP has interest in the bridge 
being built. I want to add that I spoke with Mr. Summers after the meeting and he said he would be in favor of any 
bridge built across highway 41, not just the recommended one. He also said no to tunnels, I agree.  

I did not give a rebuttal or public comment because I would have taken the mic for an hour. I did not feel this was the 
forum or the time & place to have this long-detailed discussion. 

PATHWAYS TO SCHOOL: The HBNT proposals seem to focus on the fact that most pedestrian traffic crosses at 
Washington Avenue. The language in the proposals then use this fact as one of the determining factors to decide where 
the bridge should go. This is a poor metric to use because pedestrians have no other real choice of where to cross in that 
area. All along Highway 41 there are right-of-way and access control fences. The fences are 9 feet tall on the Bosse High 
School property. These fences are designed to be access barriers. I believe, most students would choose to cross at 
Powell Avenue, if there was a way to do it. Principal Aaron Huff at Bosse High School agrees with me. More on that 
below. 

BRIDGE COSTS: In the details of proposal, the Washington Avenue location has a cheaper price tag when compared to 
the other alternatives. This is being used as another metric in choosing which bridge to build. However, I want to elevate 
the fact that citizens have been asking for a bridge to cross near the Washington Avenue intersection for 50 years. It is a 
little late to be concerned about the costs to rectify this long term problem. I know things are changing about street and 
highway designs today, but understand when this Highway was built, it was all about cars and trucks and not pedestrians 
back then. Today’s traffic plans are starting to include pedestrian and bicycle traffic, especially in urban areas. Building a 
pedestrian bridge is one of those things that would have been done had the highway been built today. We are just 
asking for our new safety standards to catch up to this old highway problem. 

HUMAN NATURE: It is well known among traffic engineers that for every percent longer it takes to use a pedestrian 
overpass, you lose that percentage of people in doing it (citation: Mark Fenton see link below). Based on this statistic 
and based on the time I estimate it would take to get across the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location, it 
would take a walker 140% longer to use the recommended bridge at Washington Avenue than to cross at grade. 
Distance and convenience is another metric being used by the design team as a qualifying factor. How does the 
Washington Avenue bridge location qualify as being convenient, on this metric?!?  

WASHINGTON AVE BRIDGE LOCATION PROPOSAL: Below I enumerate the list of reasons of why I believe the Washington 
Avenue proposal is not the best recommendation for this area. 

#1 I am not very confident that we will see the bridge used at all. See HUMAN NATURE above.  

#2 Bosse High School itself faces Washington Avenue. All of Bosse High School’s front doors are closed to staff and 
students. This is an Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation policy. Students that cross at Washington Avenue 
heading east to school, must also walk all the way around to the other end of the school to one of the side entrances 
that face Lodge Avenue, to gain entry. Adding a bridge at Washington Avenue will only give them a further distance to 
walk.  
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#3 Previous traffic experts and engineers who have looked at the Washington Avenue intersection say that a pedestrian 
bridge will not work at Washington Avenue. During the summer of 2011, Walking Evansville a non-profit organization, as 
well as the Welborn Baptist Foundation, hired Mark Fenton a Public Health and Planning Consultant from the greater 
Boston area. During a visit to Evansville, Fenton opined about several pedestrian bridges in town including one at 
Washington Avenue. He discussed why many do not work. In the video found in the links below, Part 1 and Part 2 of a 
documentary and educational piece that aired on WNIN channel 9 shortly after his visit. I wanted to share these videos 
with INDOT and the design team as he talks about pedestrian bridges in Evansville extensively. Around the five minute 
mark in Part 1, Mr. Fenton talks about the Washington Avenue intersection.  

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIpjpVkMraI  

Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P998mPWn1IY&t=351s 

#4 None of the estimates in the alternative report show the costs to relocate or rebuild the McDonald’s sign located on 
the west side of the highway. Based on the artwork and depiction, I am assuming that there will need to be a purchase 
of eminent domain and the sign will need to be moved or replaced. Shouldn’t the costs of eminent domain and the costs 
to move and possibly replace the McDonald’s sign, be added to the overall projected costs of a Washington Avenue 
Bridge location? What about the Dentist’s Office across the street?  

BRIDGE IDEA NOT SEEN AT PUBLIC MEETING: On February 21st, 2020 in an effort to kickstart the ideas committee on 
how and where to build a pedestrian bridge, I emailed the attached BRIDGE CONCEPT EXHIBIT A to Rusty Fowler, Deputy 
Commissioner with INDOT Vincennes District. This suggestion did not seem to go anywhere, as it was not one of the 
proposed bridge locations that HBNT design team revealed at the November 18th meeting. When I showed the my 
bridge idea to one of the HBNT designers at the meeting, he acted as if he had never seen the bridge suggestion or idea.  

Further, on November 24th, 2020, I met with Bosse High School Principal Aaron Huff to discuss the four HBNT proposals. 
During the course of the discussion, it was discovered that he and I had the same thoughts on where the bridge should 
be located. Principal Huff said that he discussed nearly this exact bridge and crossing location with HNTB consultants, 
and he does not know why it was not included in the original list of proposals presented at the November 18th meeting. 

BRIDGE CONCEPT EXHIBIT A: For the record, attached to this public response is Bridge Concept Exhibit A. This Exhibit 
depicts a pedestrian bridge crossing Highway 41, perpendicular to the highway and in between Powell and Blackford 
Avenues. The bridge would be 17.5 feet in height and span 160 feet across highway 41. It is just 275 feet north of the 
Washington Avenue bridge recommendation. The bridge depiction follows the ADA framework and federal highway 
guidelines.  

On the west side of the highway there would be two physical ramps. One descending north and one descending south. 
The southbound ramp would dump off/pickup just in front of McDonald’s on Washington. The northbound ramp would 
pick up and dump off between Chandler and Powell Avenues on the greenway. These ramps would be found in well lit 
areas due to the existing solar/LED lights recently installed on the newly opened hi-rail section of the greenway. 

On the east side of highway 41 the bridge ramp would descend heading east across the unused backside portion of the 
Bosse practice field as depicted in exhibit A. Then the ramp turns slightly north and follows the contour of the football 
field stadium finally transitioning to the street level on Powell Avenue. If any extra lighting is needed on the east side of 
the highway, it should be on the school to pitch in and provide the needed lighting on their property. The City of 
Evansville could add some additional street lighting at the dead end of Powell and around the concession areas that 
have been previously broken into. These are standard requests done through the City Engineering department. 

Using this bridge and ramp concept accomplishes the following things: 

• 100% of the bridge and ramp would be built on public property. Whether it be City, State, or school property, no
eminent domain would be required.

• Will avoid 100% of all overhead and buried public utilities.
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• Will avoid the Reduced Conflict Intersection projects. 

• 100% of Bosse students who live west of 41 could get to school or home faster using this bridge. 

• Requires no additional lighting to be built by INDOT/project planners. 

• A 100% participation rate is likely because there will be no faster way to school or to the other side of highway 
41, thusly safety to students and the community will be at 100%. 

• This bridge proposal is the only one that passes all of the “Key Factors” qualifiers that was used to vet the other 
alternative bridges & tunnels and in my opinion deserves a diligent review by the design team. 

MEETING WITH THE PRINCIPAL: On November 24th, 2020 I had a meeting with Principal Aaron Huff of Bosse High 
School. At that meeting, he agreed with me that the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location is unlikely to get 
used by his students. He also thought, as do I, that a Powell Avenue dump off would be more likely used. Principal Huff 
did express some concern about existing vandalism and crime behind Bosse High School on Powell Avenue around the 
concession stands and that there is potential that this bridge may bring more of that concern. Although I do not disagree 
with Mr. Huff, I do not feel that the weight of that problem outweighs the need of having this bridge dump off behind 
Bosse High School at Powell Avenue. I believe that Mr. Huff is only doing the right thing by defending his turf. Other 
crime prevention techniques should be employed to curb any crime behind Bosse school with or without the bridge 
being built there. Evansville PD can be requested to pickup patrols through the area. Additional lighting may be needed 
behind the school and this bridge could be the catalyst to getting that done.  

MY CONCLUSION: Other than the one time novelty of crossing a bridge at the Washington Avenue location, I do not 
believe that you could convince me that the Bosse area students or the area pedestrians would use a bridge built at the 
Washington Avenue recommended location in the years to come. I believe It would become a joke around town and 
INDOT, certain politicians, and some of us activists wanting a bridge over 41, would get blamed with a boondoggle. Let’s 
not make a hasty decision and build a bridge in which math and statistics tell us that nobody will use. 

MY RECOMMENDATIONS: I would like to move and recommend that INDOT and the HBNT design team revisit some of 
their designs and to vet the proposed Bridge Concept Exhibit A that I have brought to the table through the public 
comment process. 

Alternatively, I would also like to recommend that INDOT/HBNT design team consider ramps that run their full length in 
one direction north and south respectively on the west side of the highway in parallel along the hi-rail greenway. There 
is room. 

I would also like to recommend that INDOT/HBNT design team reconsider the other alternate bridge locations that could 
potentially dump off on Powell Avenue behind the school.  

DISCLAIMER: If by chance you do use any of my ideas or designs, I hold HBNT and INDOT free from any legal or financial 
obligation for using my ideas or concepts. I do and will give all credit to the designers and engineers. I am operating 
under my own free will and I have not been hired, employed, or paid by any person, business, or entity to act on this 
project. 

I am open for further discussion and a rebuttal. Please feel free to contact me using any of the below information. 

Brent Jackson 

1401 Henning Avenue 

Evansville, Indiana 47714 

TEXT or PHONE: (812) 457-3733 

EMAIL: brent@bdjackson.com 
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WEB: http://bdjackson.com 

Response – This alternate is similar to the alternate examined to Powel and will be considered. 

December 3, 2020: Ramps were identified in the other alternative bridge locations, as well as the costs to build each 
ramp. But the recommended Washington Avenue bridge location does not disclose that? How can you estimate the 
costs of ramps at the other non-recommended bridge locations, but forgo the recommended one?!? Wasn’t the “final 
costs” one of the Key Factors used in qualifying a bridge locations candidacy?!? I don’t understand how you come to 
your financial conclusions of how this bridge is cheaper without drilling down to the costs of the bridge ramps at the 
Washington Avenue location. 

Response Via Email on December 3, 2020: No response sent 

December 2, 2020: Thank You for responding Christine!  

I see you added recipients to this email. I replied to ALL this time… 

Regarding the Washington Avenue proposed bridge. Can you tell me more about the ramps that will be used there? The 
online report says that there will be 3 runs of ramps used at Blackford, but mentions nothing about the Washington 
Avenue Bridge proposal. I measured the distance and I am trying to gauge how many runs of ramps will be on each side 
of a Washington Avenue bridge. Has that been determined? Using ADA requirements, I am measuring 5 runs of ramps 
on the westside of 41?!?  

Response Via Email on December 3, 2020: Thank you for the follow up – I included the project and task 
managers so everyone is in the loop. As we are so early in the design phase, the ramp configuration has not 
been determined yet, but will be identified during the preliminary design phase of the project. A ramp 
configuration that minimizes project footprint while meeting ADA criteria will be used for our design. 

December 1, 2020: Thank you for this. I was in attendance at this meeting in Evansville a couple of weeks ago. I thought I 
missed something during the course of the meeting and have reviewed everything that has been made public about the 
project. However, at that meeting you talk about the “RCI Project” but never elaborated on what that acronym or 
project really is. This is the first I heard of the RCI project. Could you tell me what it is and the effective footprint of that 
project? 

I am preparing a formal written response. 

Response Via Email on December 2, 2020 - Thank you for your participation in the project development process. 
“RCI” is an acronym for reduced conflict intersection which is a term used for a variety of different intersection 
designs that reduce the likelihood of vehicle crashes. Under the right traffic conditions, RCIs can improve safety 
and reduce delay by separating and simplifying traffic movements and reduce the number of traffic signal 
phases. 

The RCI at US 41 and Washington Avenue project is in the initial stages of project development and just recently 
secured funding. INDOT anticipates construction in 2025. In 2021, as part of the project development process, a 
study to evaluate different RCI intersection types and their effectiveness at this intersection will be developed 
and shared with the public. The project will also be incorporated into the local Transportation Improvement 
Plan.  

If you have any further questions or comments please let us know. 

Evansville City Council 

Written Comment Via Email: The safety of every resident in the City of Evansville is a concern of the Common Council. In 
order for our city to reach its fullest potential, we must ensure that proper safety measures exist and are continually 
improved. We proudly support all measures that make transit more efficient and to also increase the safety of 
pedestrians in our community.  
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It is with great excitement, joy, and full support that the Evansville City Council proudly supports the efforts to construct 
a bridge over the busy intersection of Washington Avenue and U.S. Highway 41. Though this project is in its infancy, we 
fully support Alternate Option III, which is scheduled to begin construction in the spring 2023. 

Over the next few years, please know that the Evansville City Council is in full support of this project. As a body, we are 
grateful for community members, organizations, and Mayor Winnecke for carrying the conversation forward to become 
a reality to benefit pedestrians, bicyclists, and vehicles. Most importantly, students who attend Bosse High School and 
Washington Middle School will no longer have to worry about the dangers that crossing U.S. Highway 41 brings.  

This measure is needed and the bridge will be an asset to the City of Evansville. 

Humbly submitted,  

Ben Trockman 

Zac Heronemus  

Alex Burton 

Justin Elpers 

Jonathan Weaver  

City Councilors of Evansville, IN 

Response Via Email on December 4, 2020: Thank You for your comments and support. We agree that safety of 
the public is very important, and we look forward to continuing our partnership with the City of Evansville 
through the development of this project.  

Elaine Mittleman 

Written Comment Via Email: Troy and Christine - I am submitting comments about the proposed pedestrian 
overpass at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue. 

Please see messages below. 

I am in favor of the overpass. 

I am very frustrated because I had previously contacted INDOT and other officials several times about my 
experience. I do not believe that my input was considered. I was hoping that I would be given updates or 
notice of progress about the plans but that did not happen. 

I do not think that INDOT was at all responsive to my comments and input. 

As you can see from the documents attached, I had a very serious accident at U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue. 
I was hit by an ambulance that was driving northbound on U.S. 41 from Henderson. 

The ambulance did not slow down at all or acknowledge that I had the right-of-way. 

I believe I could have been badly injured or killed if I had not been an alert driver. The ambulance driver drove 
through the intersection at a high rate of speed, even though there was a red light. 

I would like to be kept informed about the plans so I can make substantive comments. 

Thank you for your attention to this. 

Elaine Mittleman 

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 153 of 246



Cell phone 202 297-2338 

Response via Email – Thank you for your comment. I have added your contact information to our project contact 
list and you will receive notices of future meetings or project updates via email.  
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Meeting Agenda 
Meeting Description: US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation – Evansville – Stakeholder Meeting 2 
Meeting Date: Wednesday April 28, 2021 – 12 am Eastern Time/11 am Central Time  
Location: Virtual Meeting Via Microsoft Teams   

Topics:  

I. Introduction/Opening

II. Review of where we’ve been

• Engineer’s Report

• Environmental steps, including 1st Public Meeting

III. Look at where we’re going

• Aesthetic considerations

• Public Open House 5/12

• Project Timeline

IV. Questions / Feedback
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11/10/2021

1

Stakeholder Meeting #2 

Welcome to the US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation

April 28, 2021

Review of Where We’ve Been
• Engineering

• Environmental

Agenda

Introductions

Review of Where We’re Going
• Aesthetics

• Project Timeline

• Public Open House – May 12, 2021

Questions / Feedback

Introductions and Project Participants

Indiana Department of Transportation

Federal Highway Administration

City of Evansville

Stakeholders

Project Team
3

Review of Where We’ve Been

Environmental Steps, including 1st Public Meeting

Engineering

Engineering

5

Locations Investigated

6

1

2

3

4

1. East Chandler Ave.

2. East Powell Ave.

3. East Blackford Ave.

4. Washington Ave.

1 2

3 4

5 6

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 156 of 246



11/10/2021

2

• Recommended

7

Alternate 3 Environmental Documentation

8

Early 
Coordination

Red Flag 
Investigation

Natural and 
Community 
Resources

Cultural 
Resources

Section 106 Consultation  Categorical Exclusion  

10

Disclosure of resources and impacts

Release Draft for Public Involvement

Final to document decision

11

Public Information Meeting #1

18 Attendees 2,000 Views of 
presentation

6 Comments

At Look at Where We’re Going

Aesthetic Considerations

Project Timeline

Public Open House (May 12, 2021)

7 8

9 10

11 12
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11/10/2021

3

Aesthetic Considerations

13

Aesthetic Considerations – Bridge Location Plan

Aesthetic Considerations – Option 1 Aesthetic Considerations – Option 2

Aesthetic Considerations – Option 3 Aesthetic Considerations – Railing Options

13 14

15 16

17 18
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11/10/2021

4

Schedule

Public Open House – May 12, 2021
• Process

• Open Discussion with Project Team

• Bridge Aesthetic Boards

• Aesthetics Voting Boards (multiple for social distancing)

• Logistics
• Location/Time – 4pm to 6pm

• Meeting Room – Bosse Cafeteria

• COVID supplies will be available
• Hand Sanitizer, Masks, Sneeze Guards, Signs

• Other Thoughts/Considerations

21

Thank You

•Questions/Feedback

19 20

21 22
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www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity 

Employer

100 North Senate Avenue
Room N642
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

855-INDOT4U
(855-463-6848)

Eric J. Holcomb, Governor
Joe McGuinness, Commissioner

DES# 1902709

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public open house on 
Wednesday May 12, 2021, at the Benjamin Bosse High School Cafeteria located at 1300 
Washington Avenue, Evansville, IN 47714. The purpose of this event is to offer all interested 
persons an opportunity to view and comment on the recommended pedestrian crossing at 
US 41. The intent of the project is to improve pedestrian safety for individuals trying to 
cross US 41. To provide participants time to view displays and speak with project 
representatives, doors will be open from 4-6 p.m. (CDT).

The project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight Township, 
Vanderburgh County, within INDOT’s Vincennes District. The High-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs 
along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and connects to the sidewalks on the north 
and south sides of Washington Avenue. Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast 
corner of this intersection. Based on safety concerns for pedestrian and bicycle traffic at the 
intersection, a grade separated crossing is warranted at this location. A pedestrian bridge is being 
recommended on the north side of the US 41 and Washington Avenue intersection. INDOT is 
seeking stakeholder and public input on the project.

At present, both state and federal funds are available for project construction. A Categorical 
Exclusion Level 2 or 4 document will be prepared for this project to fully evaluate the project 
impacts. Project materials, including display boards and information from this open house, will 
be available to view at https://www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm, or upon request. 

Persons with limited internet access can request project information be mailed to them. For more 
information, contact Christine Meador at  HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, 
Indianapolis, IN 46204; or at cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682. 

This in-person public open house will include appropriate social distancing measures. Meeting 
attendees and the project team are required to wear masks per local ordinance. Social distancing 
will be practiced. Attendees who do not have a mask will be provided one, and hand sanitation 
stations will be available. For those that would like to participate virtually, information from this 
open house, including display boards, will be available to view at 
https://www.in.gov/indot/2707.htm. 

In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or need 
assistance with accessibility such as document viewing, interpreters or readers, please contact 
Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 or 
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 regarding accommodations.
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www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal 
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Comments can be submitted in writing via a comment form or verbally at the public open house. 
Submissions can also be made through the U.S. Postal Service or E-mail. Comments should be 
addressed to Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis IN 
46204 or cmeador@HNTB.com. Comments can also be directed to Troy Arnold, INDOT Project 
Manager, Indiana Department of Transportation Vincennes District, 3650 South U.S. Highway 
41, Vincennes, IN 47591 or TArnold1@indot.IN.gov. Comments will be accepted through 
Friday June 4, 2021.

This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 
771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to 
carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.” 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating: 
“Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure 
that the process provide full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as 
appropriate.”; and 3) INDOT Public Involvement Policies and Procedures were approved by the 
FHWA on August 16, 2012.
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US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2

Pedestrian Bridge - Location Plan

Benjamin Bosse 
High School

Evansville Family 
Dentistry

Enlow Field

McDonald’s / Circle K

Washington Avenue 

H
ig

h 
R

ai
l T

ra
il £¤41

ºTraditional Truss

Pedestrian Bridge  
Ramp  

Ramp Touchdown Point  

Ramp Touchdown Point  

Ramp  

High Rail Trail 
Realignment

Business Sign to be Relocated  
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US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2

Railing Options
Standard Railing 

Local Example: Lloyd Expressway 
Pedestrian Bridge 

Other Railing Options:
Precedent Image:
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US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2

Bridge Pier Option

Formliner Pattern Options:

Precedent Images:

Primary Formliner Color Options:

Traditional Design

Gray Stone

Concrete Bridge Pier, w/ Formliner Texture

Cool Gray Winter Beige Spring Beige Autumn 
Beige

Sorrento Red Burnt Red Charcoal Westwood 
Brown

Large Sandstone Ashlar 

Adobe Tan Brownstone

Ashlar Stone 

Blackhawk 
Stone 

Chiseled Limestone 
w/ Joints 

Accent Formliner Color Options:

Random Cut Stone 
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US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2

EE

Bridge Pier Option

Hand Sketch Concept: Precedent Images:
Architectural Design

Dimensional Metal Emblem, Attached to Concrete 

Concrete Shield, Cast-in-place

Concrete Trim, Cast-in-place 

Concrete, Cast-in-place (Brick Pattern Formliner) 

Concrete Base, w/ 1” Chamfer Detail, Cast-in-place 

Emblem Color and Font Options:

Concrete Bridge Pier 

Benjamin Bosse High School - Architectural Details 
- Brick
- Limestone Shield
- Limestone Trim

E B
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US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2   

Bridge Pier Option

Community Design

Custom Metal Shroud 
around Pier 

Concrete Bridge Pier   

Precedent Images:

Side View (left) Road Side View
(front)

Side View (right)

Th is design was inspired by the 
community students and parents 
who linked arms to make this 
project a reality.  In the same way, 
the metal shroud with individual 
circles represents this group of 
people and the red metal “E” 
represents the diverse population 
of Evansville.  Th ey both are 
linked together and encompass the 
concrete pier.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 169 of 246



US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2   

Bridge Pier - Preference Board

Traditional Design Architectural Design Community Design

Place (1) Dot on the Design you Prefer! 
NOTE:  Images shown are for example only to portray design intent and are not the fi nal design.

Des No 1902709 Appendix F, Page 170 of 246



US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2

Construction

Final Design

Environmental Study and Analysis

Preliminary Design

Preliminary Alternatives
Screening Report

Public Information Meeting #1
Public Information Meeting #2

Abbreviated Engineer’s Report

Public Hearing

Project Letting

2020 2021 2022

Contract 
Administration 
and Advertisement

2023

Public Information Meeting #2 We Are 

Here!

Schedule
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US 41 Pedestrian Grade Separation    Public Information Meeting #2

Historic Resource Review

1. Initiating Section 106
Early coordination sent in January 8, 2021 with invitation to be a Consulting Party to local,
state and tribal parties. Identifi ed the State Historic Preservation Offi  cer, the Evansville
Historic Preservation Offi  cer, Indiana Landmarks, Miami Tribe of Oklahoma, and Shawnee
Tribe accepted consulting party status.

2. Identifying Historic Properties:
Below Ground – Project reviewed by an archaeologist and found to be disturbed

Above Ground - Historic Property Report identifi ed one property listed in the NRHP, the 
Lincolnshire Historic District which contains both Enlow Field and Benjamin Bosse High 
School. 

3. Assess Eff ects:
Prepare Eff ects Letter and Section 800.11 to document eff ects. Anticipate No Adverse Eff ect.

4. Achieve Resolution:
Consulting Parties concurrence with No Adverse Eff ect and Aesthetic Treatments.

02
0 

(2
9 

Ja
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y 

20
21

) N
R

D

Fi 10

Lincolnshire Historic District (NR-0908)

IHSSI# 163-196-41027)

Benjamin Bosse High School  (IHSSI# 163-196-41045)

Enlow Field (IHSSI# 163-196-41044)

IHSSI Outstanding Property

IHSSI Contributing Property

LEGEND

20132013 IndianaMap Data
Indiana University Spatial Data Portal

in13_Vanderburgh_EcwMosaicSPW_IN

IN-41

Bellemeade Avenue

Lincoln Avenue

Washington Avenue

feet0

meters0 60 120

225 450

NRHP-Listed District

The Section 106 Process

Our Timeline

Before a review 
begins, the federal 
agency must decide 
if Section 106 
applies.

1
START

HERE

2 3 4

Initiating 

Section 106
Th e federal agency 
identifi es who 
should be involved 
in consultation and 
plans to involve the 
public.

Identifying 

Historic 

Properties
Th e federal agency 
identifi es historic 
properties in the 
area where the 
projects could have 
eff ects.

Assessing 

Eff ects
Th e federal agency 
consults to assess 
the eff ects of the 
project on historic 
properties.

Achieving a 

Resolution
Th e federal agency 
explores alternatives 
to avoid, minimize, 
or mitigate adverse 
eff ects.

We Are 

Here!
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Phone Numbers and E-mail addresses redacted 
throughout document 
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From: Elaine Mittleman  

Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 5:20 PM 

To: Christine Meador; Dan Thatcher; tarnold1@indot.in.gov 

Subject: Comment on U.S. 41 Grade Separated Pedestrian Crossing  DES Number 

1902709 

Attachments: Indiana Officer's Standard Crash Report 12.29.2016.pdf; City of Henderson 

letter and documents 2.06.2017.pdf; Nissan Versa photo #1.pdf; NHTSA  

Lights_and_Sirens_Use_by_EMS_May_2017.pdf 

Hello - I attended the public information meeting at Bosse 

High School on May 12, 2021.  I appreciated the opportunity 

to view the displays and to speak with you. 

I am pleased that you are pursuing the project involving 

the pedestrian crossing.  However, my concern is broader 

than just the pedestrian crossing. 

As we discussed, I was involved in an accident at the intersection 

of U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue.  An ambulance heading 

north on U.S. 41 from Henderson, KY, went through the red light 

and did not yield or slow down.  I was driving east on Washington 

Avenue.  If I had not seen the ambulance and slammed on my 

brakes, I think I may have been seriously injured or killed. 

Attached are the police report, a letter from the City of 

Henderson and a photo of the car I was driving. 

The accident has been a motivation for me to study safety issues 

concerning emergency vehicles.  It appears that there are 

assumptions that drivers of emergency vehicles have the 

right-of-way as long as they turn on their lights and siren 

[L&S]. 

I believe that assumption is not correct.  The attached 

NHTSA study is very thorough and informative.  It 

states at page 49 that: 

 L&S merely request the right of way from other drivers, 

 but neither emergency warning lights nor siren are 

 very effective.  Do not assume that your vehicle has 

 been seen by other drivers, and always proceed with 

 caution and due regard. 

The police report for the accident I was involved in included 

the following statement from the ambulance driver: 
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 He stated as he was approaching the intersection he 

 changed the tone of the siren.  He stated he had the 

 red light but didn't come to a complete stop to make 

 sure all traffic had stopped for his lights and siren. 

I think a more accurate statement is that the ambulance 

driver did not slow down at all, even though there was 

a red light.  He did not attempt to move into another 

lane to avoid hitting me.  Further, I believe it was 

likely that he was driving over the speed limit. 

I understand that this accident is not directly related 

to the project for a pedestrian crossing.  However, 

I strongly believe that the accident shows how 

dangerous the intersections can be on U.S. 41. 

Drivers have the impression that they are on a 

major highway and they may not pay adequate 

attention to the many cross streets and intersections 

on U.S. 41.  The drivers also may not pay attention 

to or respect red and yellow lights.   

I think that the ambulance driver's statement is 

very revealing.  How did he think it was safe for 

him to go through an intersection when he had 

a red light?  As I have thought about this, the 

best explanation I can think of is that the driver 

somehow thought that the siren protected him  

and would magically prevent cars driving through 

the intersection from the cross street, even though 

those drivers had a green light. 

It also seems that the ambulance driver did not give 

adequate attention to the possible negative outcomes 

of his actions. Someone could have been killed or 

badly injured.  There was a delay in transporting 

the patient in the ambulance to the hospital because 

another ambulance had to be used.  The ambulance 

in the accident was not drivable. 

Another consideration is the layout of U.S. 41.  I 

believe that there is a curve in the highway south 

of Washington Avenue.  As a result, the vehicles 

driving north cannot see the intersection with  
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Washington Avenue until they are fairly close 

to the intersection. 

If you are planning a follow-up study, I think it 

would be very useful to evaluate the overall 

intersection of U.S. 41 and Washington Avenue. 

It would also be useful to study U.S. 41 through 

much of Evansville, because there are numerous 

intersections.  I believe that U.S. 41 is a highway 

that has presented safety concerns for many 

years. 

Thank you for your efforts on this project. 

I would be glad to discuss this with you or to 

provide additional information. 

Elaine Mittleman 

300 Main Street 

Suite 2A 

Evansville, IN  47708 
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To be published in the Evansville Courier on Monday, June 13, and Tuesday, June 21, 2022 

 

DES# 1902709 
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMENT ON THE 
PROPOSED DE MINIMIS SECTION 4(F) USE DETERMINATION 
Pedestrian Bridge at the intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue  
 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold an in-person public hearing on 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, at Benjamin Bosse High School, 1300 Washington Avenue, 
Evansville IN 47714. Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. (CDT) to allow participants time to view 
project displays and speak with project representatives before the formal presentation begins at 6 
p.m. (CDT). To accommodate those unable to attend in person, the public hearing presentation 
and comment session will also be broadcast live on the INDOT Southwest Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/INDOTVincennesDistrict/.  
 
This public hearing will include appropriate COVID-19 safety measures. Masks and sanitation 
stations will be made available for attendees. 
 
The purpose of the public hearing is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment on 
the environmental document and preliminary design plans for the pedestrian crossing at US 41 
and Washington Avenue. The project intends to improve safety for pedestrians attempting to 
cross US 41.  
 
The project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight Township, 
Vanderburgh County, within the INDOT Vincennes District. The Hi-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs 
along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and connects to the sidewalks on the north 
and south sides of Washington Avenue. Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast 
corner of this intersection. A grade-separated crossing is warranted at this location based on 
safety concerns for pedestrian and bicycle traffic.  
 
The project requires the reacquisition of 0.129 acre of permanent right-of-way and 0.098 acre of 
temporary right-of-way.  

Traffic on US 41 is anticipated to be maintained in both directions during construction except for 
a single temporary closure of US 41 to erect the new prefabricated bridge. The majority of 
construction is anticipated to occur outside of the travel lanes. Washington Avenue will remain 
open during construction. A detour for pedestrian traffic on the Hi-Rail trail through the bridge 
construction area will utilize E Blackford Avenue, S Kerth Avenue, and Washington Avenue. 
Pedestrians will be detoured around the Washington Avenue curb ramp construction in phase 2 
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via Washington Avenue, S Kerth Avenue, and Jefferson Avenue. The closures/lane restrictions 
will pose a temporary inconvenience to traveling motorists (including school buses and 
emergency services); however, no significant delays are anticipated. All disruptions and delays 
will cease upon project completion. 
 
Local, state, and federal funds are available for project construction. A Categorical Exclusion 
Level 4 document will be prepared to fully evaluate project impacts.  
 
Project materials including the DRAFT Categorical Exclusion Level 4 document are available to 
view online at https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/welcome-to-the-vincennes-
district/us-41-pedestrian-crossing-in-evansville/. The DRAFT Categorical Exclusion Level 4 is 
available for viewing in person at both the Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library Central (200 
SE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Evansville, IN 47713) and the Evansville Vanderburgh Public 
Library East (840 E. Chandler Ave., Evansville, IN 47713), or upon request.  
 
As part of the environmental evaluation of the community and natural resource impacts of the 
proposed project, any potential public recreation areas must be identified and evaluated for 
protection under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, 49 USC 303(c). 
As a publicly-owned and/or managed trail that is open to the public, the Hi-Rail Trail, located on 
the west side of US 41 extending from Riverside Drive to Walnut Street, is considered to be a 
Section 4(f) resource. This trail is a multi-use asphalt path with occasional park benches and 
amenities. Due to the construction of this project, 0.086 acre of temporary right-of-way from the 
Hi-Rail Trail and 0.118 acre of permanent right-of-way from the trail itself will be necessary. 
Permanent and temporary right-of-way is required for the relocation of 200 linear feet of the trail 
around the pedestrian bridge and ramp. The Hi-Rail Trail will be straightened and relocated to be 
adjacent to the existing right-of-way fence north of Washington Avenue. The Hi-Rail Trail will 
pass under the new pedestrian bridge between the right-of-way fence and the ramp to the 
pedestrian bridge. The pedestrian ramp connection to the trail will be at the south end of the 
ramp. The trail crossing at Washington Avenue will be straightened and upgraded on both sides 
of Washington Avenue to comply with current American with Disability Act (ADA) design 
standards. In addition, the trail will be temporarily closed during construction. The temporary 
closure will not be required for the duration of the project construction. These impacts will result 
in a Section 4(f) use of the trail.  
 
The purpose of the public notice for the Section 4(f) de minimis use determination is to offer all 
interested persons an opportunity to comment on the Section 4(f) use of the Hi-Rail Trail and to 
provide comments to the project team and the official with jurisdiction regarding the Section 4(f) 
use determination.  
 
The project is anticipated to be a de minimis impact on the trail. A de minimis impact is one that, 
after taking into account any measure to minimize harm (such as avoidance, minimization, 
mitigation, or enhancement measures), will not adversely affect the activities, features, or 
attributes qualifying a park, recreation area, or refuge for protection under Section 4(f). A de 
minimis impact determination requires public involvement and concurrence from the official 
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with jurisdiction. The official with jurisdiction for the trail is the City of Evansville. The City of 
Evansville Parks Department have expressed no concerns with the trail relocation.  
 
Information on this proposed action and its impacts, avoidance, minimization, mitigation, or 
enhancement measures at the Hi-Rail Trail is available in the Categorical Exclusion Level 4 
document. INDOT respectfully requests that comments on the Section 4(f) de minimis use 
determination be submitted by Monday, July 18, 2022. Comments will become part of the 
official record and will be considered when making future project-related decisions. 
 
Project information can be mailed to interested persons by contacting Christine Meador at 
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-917-5338. Written requests can also be mailed to her attention c/o 
HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204. 
 
Public statements will be recorded as part of this public hearing on both the Section 4(f) de 
minimis use determination and the Categorical Exclusion Level 4. All verbal statements recorded 
during the public hearing, and all written comments submitted before, during, and for 
approximately two (2) weeks following the hearing date, will be evaluated, considered, and 
addressed in subsequent environmental documentation.  
 
Comments written on the Facebook livestream video or other social channels will not be entered 
into public record and will not be considered.  
 
Written comments should be sent to Christine Meador at cmeador@HNTB.com or mailed to 
Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 OR to the 
INDOT Project Manager, Troy Arnold at tarnold1@indot.in.gov or mailed to Troy Arnold, 
INDOT Vincennes District, 3650 S US Highway 41, Vincennes, IN  47591. INDOT respectfully 
requests that comments on both the Section 4(f) de minimis use determination and the 
Categorical Exclusion Level 4 be submitted by Monday, July 18, 2022. 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, persons and/or groups who require project information in alternative languages or 
formats should contact Christine Meador at 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 
46204, or by calling 317-917-5338. 
 
This notice is published in compliance with: 1) Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 
771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) stating, “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to 
carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.”; 2) 23 CFR 450.210(a)(1)(ix) stating, 
“Provide for the periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure 
that the process provides full and open access to all interested parties and revise the process, as 
appropriate.”; and 3) The INDOT Public Involvement Policies and Procedures approved by the 
Federal Highway Administration on August 16, 2012. 
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DES# 2000186 
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE  
Intersection Improvement at US 41 at Washington Avenue  
 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public open house in 
conjunction with the public hearing for the US 41 and Washington Avenue Pedestrian Bridge on 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022, at Benjamin Bosse High School, 1300 Washington Avenue, 
Evansville IN 47714. Doors will be open from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (CDT) to allow 
participants time to view project displays and speak with project representatives. No formal 
presentation on the intersection improvement will be given.  
 
Local, state, and federal funds are available for project construction. A Categorical Exclusion 
document will be prepared to fully evaluate the project impacts.  
 
Project materials, including display boards and other information provided at this open house, 
will be available to view on the INDOT Vincennes District website after the open house or upon 
request. Persons with limited internet access can request that project information be mailed to 
them. For more information, contact Christine Meador at HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 
1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204; or at cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682.  
 
The purpose of the public open house is to introduce the public to the preliminary project design 
for the intersection improvement at the intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue and to 
offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment.  
 
The need for the project is based on the existing crash rates and safety concerns at this 
intersection. Between 2016 and 2018, there were 15 Fatal and/or Incapacitating Crashes, 15 Non-
Incapacitating and Possibly Injury Crashes and 85 Property Damage Only Crashes; which make 
this intersection a "high crash" location. The purpose of this project is to improve the safety and 
mobility of the intersection.  
 
The project is located on US 41 at the intersection of Washington Avenue in Knight Township, 
Vanderburgh County, within the INDOT Vincennes District. The High-Rail Pedestrian Trail runs 
along the west side of US 41 within the project limits and connects to the sidewalks on the north 
and south sides of Washington Avenue. Benjamin Bosse High School is located in the northeast 
corner of this intersection. Currently, the intersection of US 41 and Washington Avenue consists 
of two northbound and two southbound lanes on US 41with a left-turn lane for each direction 
separated by a grassy median. Washington Avenue consists of one westbound and one eastbound 
lane with a right turn lane and a left-turn lane in each direction. 
 
A Boulevard Left intersection will be constructed at the intersection of US 41 and Washington 
Avenue. The Boulevard Left intersection relocates left turns from all legs of the main 
intersection to signalized median U-turns located approximately 800 feet north and south of 
Washington Avenue. This intersection type retains east-west connectivity on Washington 
Avenue. The Boulevard Left intersection has fewer signal phases than other types of intersection 
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improvements and provides better mobility to eastbound-westbound traffic on Washington 
Avenue, which is a minor arterial. The project will also include directional signage, maintenance 
of drainage within the project extents, replacement of traffic signals at the main intersection, and 
the installation of new traffic signals at the median U-turn locations. There is no permanent or 
temporary right-of-way acquisition anticipated for this project. 
 
Traffic on US 41 is anticipated to be maintained in both directions during construction. To allow 
movements to remain open during construction, any median crossing work will be constructed 
before the intersection is closed. US 41 will be reduced to one lane in each direction during 
construction. Pedestrian maintenance of traffic will be required. The intersection improvement 
will be constructed in conjunction with the US 41 pedestrian bridge to minimize construction 
impacts on the public.  
 
Public statements will not be recorded as part of this public open house. Written comments 
submitted before, during, and for approximately two (2) weeks following the open house, will be 
evaluated, considered, and addressed in subsequent environmental documentation. Written 
comments should be sent to Christine Meador at cmeador@HNTB.com or mailed to Christine 
Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 OR to the INDOT 
Project Manager, Troy Arnold at tarnold1@indot.in.gov or mailed to Troy Arnold, INDOT 
Vincennes District, 3650 S US Highway 41, Vincennes, IN  47591. INDOT respectfully requests 
that comments be submitted by Monday, July 18, 2022. 
 
In accordance with the “Americans with Disabilities Act”, if you have a disability or need 
assistance with accessibility such as document viewing, interpreters, or readers, please contact 
Christine Meador, HNTB, 111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200, Indianapolis, IN 46204 or 
cmeador@HNTB.com or 317-636-4682 regarding accommodations. 
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1

Our presentation will begin shortly

WWELCOME
PPublicc Hearing

US 41 Pedestrian Bridge Project

June 29, 2022

Where We’ve Been

Agenda

Project Participants

Where We’re Going

Public Comments

Introductions and Project Participants

Indiana Department of Transportation

Federal Highway Administration

City of Evansville

Stakeholders

Project Team 4

Review of Where We’ve Been

Environmental Steps, including 1st and 2nd Public Meeting

Design

Aesthetic Considerations

Design

6

Design
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DDesignn -- BBridgee Locationn Plan DDesignn -- RRampp Schematic

8

EEnvironmentall Steps

• Reviewed by INDOT and FHWA

• Released for Public Involvement
on 5/17/2022

• Will be posted on INDOT
Website and available at the
public library

9

EEnvironmentall –– Culturall Resources

11

EEnvironmentall –– RRecreationall Use

Section 4(f) – Use of publicly owned parks and cultural resources

• Hi Rail Trail  - De minimis use due
to relocation

• Public Notice and comments

• Concurrence of Official with 
Jurisdiction

• Lincolnshire Historic District – No
Use

12

Publicc Informationn Meetingg #1

18 Attendees

21 Attendees

2,000 Views of 
presentation

6 Comments

Publicc Informationn Meetingg #2

8 Comments 17 Preference Results

Video played on this slide
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BBridgee Trusss Aesthetics PPierr Aesthetics

WWestt Pier Eastt Pier

Ramp & Railing Aesthetics AAtt Lookk att Wheree We’ree Going

Project Timeline

Public Comment Period

PProjectt Schedule Website

18

wwww.in.gov/indot/4099.htm
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19

PPublicc Participation

20

How Comments 
will be Addressed

All comments received during 
the public comment period will 
be addressed in the 
Environmental Document 

• All written and verbal comments 
received tonight

• Letters
• Emails
• Phone calls

Share Your Feedback

21

PPedestriann Bridgee Commentss duee byy Julyy 18,, 2022

cmeador@HNTB.com

Email

Subject Line: US 41 Ped Bridge Comment

Chris Meador
US 41 Ped Bridge Project 
111 Monument Circle, Suite 1200 
Indianapolis, IN 46204

USPS Mail

Make a verbal or written 
comment 
Visit the comment table, 
located in the display area

In-Person Comment

22

TThank Youu 
For Joining Us!
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