LEGAL NOTICE – DES 2100271 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), intends to proceed with a project that includes replacing two small culverts that that carry drainage under US 36 (CLV-30959 and CLV-30951) in Putnam County, Indiana. Both culverts are located along the northern border of Big Walnut Nature Preserve. The project is primarily restricted to INDOT right-of-way (ROW); however, due to the placement of the existing culverts, access to Big Walnut Nature Preserve ROW will be necessary.  
This project will likely require right-of-way along the US 36 road frontage of Big Walnut Nature Preserve. Approximately 155 feet along US 36 would be affected, extending into the Nature Preserve by an additional 15 feet and 45 feet respectively, compared to the existing right-of-way. In total, approximately 0.115 acre (0.022 acre at CLV-30959 and 0.093 acre at CLV-30951) of right-of-way from the Nature Preserve would be required. All land acquisition from the Nature Preserve would be in the form of a permanent highway easement, leaving Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) as the property owner, and giving INDOT access for construction work/rights for road related work.
The project will have a small impact on the Nature Preserve. Construction will be limited to the areas around the existing culvert outlets and the nearby space needed to remove and replace the existing structures, place new riprap on geotextile (for standard erosion control), and perform incidental ditch regrading. The existing fence within the construction area will also be affected, but it will be put back in its original location after the project is finished.
The Big Walnut Nature Preserve is a publicly owned property established for the purpose of wildlife preservation. As a public recreation resource, the Nature Preserve qualifies for protection under Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 and SAFETEA-LU Section 6009(a). This project will have a de minimis impact on the preserve.  A de minimis impact involves the use of Section 4(f) property that is generally minor in nature. A de minimis impact is one that, after accounting for avoidance, minimization, mitigation, and enhancement measures, results in no adverse effect to the activities, features, or attributes qualifying a park, recreation area, or refuge for protection under Section 4(f). A de minimis impact determination requires agency coordination with the official(s) with jurisdiction over the Section 4(f) property and opportunities for public involvement.
This project will not adversely impact the activities, features, or attributes that qualify the property for projection under Section 4(f). It is anticipated that the FHWA will approve this Section 4(f) use as a de minimis impact.  The appropriate authorities with the IDNR have been informed of the proposed project and will consider all public comments. In accordance with 23 CFR 774.5(b)(2) and SAFETEA-LU Section 6009(a), the views of the public are being sought regarding the effect of the proposed project on the Big Walnut Nature Preserve and the proposed Section 4(f) de minimis impact. Project information is available digitally or by mail upon request. Please respond with any comments no later than October 12, 2026 to: 
Marie Jaffe with Egis, at marie.jaffe@egis-group.com or 919-645-1157.
Data sensitivity - Public

Data sensitivity - Public



