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www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity Employer

100 North Senate Avenue
Room N642
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Eric J. Holcomb, Governor
Michael Smith, Commissioner

October 3, 2022

{See Attached List}

Re: Early Coordination
Designation Number (Des. No.) 1902855
Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Rest Area
I-70 Eastbound (EB), Mile Marker 2
Sugar Creek Township, Vigo County, Indiana

Dear Agency:

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) intend to proceed with 
a rest area modernization project in Vigo County. This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental 
review process. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects 
associated with this project. Please use the above designation number and description in your reply. We will incorporate 
your comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts.

The project is located on I-70 EB, in Vigo County, Indiana, between the Indiana State Line and Terre Haute, at mile marker
2. Specifically, the project is located in Sections 34 and 35, Township 12 North, Range 10 West of the Dennisville, Indiana
7.5-minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle. I-70 is classified as an Interstate Highway. A
typical cross section of I-70 EB in the project area consists of two 12-foot wide through-lanes, adjoined by variable width
paved shoulders in each direction. The posted speed limit on I-70 EB is 70 miles per hour (mph) for vehicles under 13 ton
and 65 mph for trucks over 13 ton. Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily residentiall and forested.

The existing I-70 EB Welcome Center opened in 1992, and it offers 77 parking spots for cars (including accessible parking)
and 50 spots for trucks as well as a sheltered picnic area. The existing facility, which encompasses approximately 52.5 
acres, has reached the end of its useful life. The Welcome Center and its adjacent parking lot are currently undersized for 
the demand required and are not in accordance with INDOT’s Long Range Plan for Rest Areas and Welcome Centers. This 
long-range plan calls for modernizing ten of the state’s welcome centers by 2031 to include family restrooms, ADA 
accessibility, pet areas, walking trails, and other design and tourism amenities. The existing facility does not offer most of 
these required modernization, and its water and sewer lines and parking lot are undersized for current demand and will 
not accommodate future needs. 

The preferred alternative is to demolish and replace the existing rest area building, including architectural, structural, and 
mechanical services (such as new water and sewer line installations), and to reconfigure the parking lot to increase parking 
spaces, reconstruct the entrance and exit ramps, add landscaping elements, and some utility work will also be required. 
It is unknown if right-of-way will need to be acquired at this time. The facility will also be incorporated into INDOT’s Truck 
Parking Information Management System, which provides drivers with information such as the number of available 
parking spots at rest areas in real time. The project area encompasses 52.5 acres and includes the addition of a sewer line.

The new sewer line line begins at the north driveway of the Clear Creek Rest Area, extending north along the transmission 
line corridor to the south side of West Old US 40. The sewer line turns east following West Old US 40 to about 100 feet 
west of Vigo County Bridge 252 (HB-2287), where the line diverts southeast about 225 feet. The line then turns northeast 
to parallel West Old US 40 for about 460 feet when the line turns north for about 230 feet to return to West Old US 40. 
The line continues to parallel West Old US 40 to where it terminates at South Thorpe Place. A tie-in line extends north at 
South Gorham Place extending the line to the 40 West Mobile Home Park on the north side of National Avenue. 
Construction of the wastewater pipe will involve horizontal directional drilling along the roads that make up the route. 
Utility easements will likely be needed along the roads as the apparent existing right-of-way does not extend beyond the 
edge of pavement. New temporary and permanent right-of-way will need to be purchased from land east of the project 
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area to accommodate the parking area expansion. The project will likely require IDEM 401 and USACE 404 waters permits. 
The maintenance of traffic will include a full closure of the existing rest area with unlighted advanced warning signage. All
signage will be removed upon project completion. The project letting date is Summer 2023 and construction is anticipated 
to begin in Fall 2023.  

Four mapped streams, representing Clear Creek and Unnamed Tributaries to Clear Creek, are located within the project 
area. Metric Environmental (Metric) will perform Waters of the US determination and coordinate with INDOT Ecology and 
Waterways Permitting Office (EWPO) to prepare a Waters Determination Report and submit the appropriate Clean Water 
Act permit applications. Portions of the project area are within floodplain polygons; therefore, coordination with the local
Floodplain Administrator will occur.

Tree removal will likely occur beyond 300 feet from the edge of I-70 pavement. Therefore, this project will not qualify for 
the application of the USFWS range-wide programmatic informal consultation for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared 
bat through USFW’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC). The project will be entered into IPaC and a species 
list will be generated. A standard informal consultation letter will be prepared by Metric and reviewed and approved by 
INDOT prior to sending the letter packet to USFWS for review and approval.   

This project will require Full Section 106. Metric is conducting cultural resource investigations for both above-ground and 
below-ground archaeological resources and coordinating with the INDOT Cultural Resources Office (CRO) and the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for concurrence of findings.

Should we not receive your response within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that 
your agency believes that there will be no adverse effects incurred as a result of the proposed project. However, should 
you find that an extension to the response time is necessary; a reasonable amount may be granted upon request. If you 
have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Joshua Netherton, NEPA Staff Scientist, at Metric 
Environmental LLC, 6958 Hillsdale Court, Indianapolis, Indiana 46250, by telephone at 317.981.3093, or 
JoshuaN@MetricEnv.com, or Lauren Wilburn, INDOT PM, at the INDOT Crawfordsville District office, 100 N. Senate 
Avenue, N758-FM, Indianapolis, IN 46204 or lwilburn@INDOT.in.gov or by telephone 219.841.1245. Thank you in advance 
for your input.

Sincerely,

X
Joshua Netherton

Joshua Netherton
NEPA Staff Scientist
Metric Environmental, LLC

cc: File No. 21-0049-о
Dave Hedlund, JSE PM, dhedlund@jsengr.com
Lauren Wilburn, INDOT PM, lwilburn@INDOT.in.gov

Attachments: Recipient List, Location Map, USGS Topographic Map, 2019 Aerial Photograph Map

a Netherton

Attachments were intentionally removed. Please refer to Appendix B in the CE document.
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Federal Highway Administration 
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k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov

Indiana Geological and Water Survey
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IDEM Groundwater Section 
Environmental Manager 
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Indiana Department of Natural Resources  
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
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Indiana Department of Transportation
Crawfordsville District 
Environmental Section Manager 
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Indiana Department of Transportation
Lauren Wilburn, INDOT PM 
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Natural Resource Conservation Service 
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John Allen, Acting State Soil Scientist 
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District 
RegulatoryApplicationsLRL@usace.army.mil 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 
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DNR #:

Requestor:

Project:

Request Received:ER-25046

Metric Environmental
Joshua Netherton
6958 Hillsdale Court
Indianapolis, IN  46250

October 3, 2022

I-70 EB rest area modernization at Clear Creek Rest Area at mile marker 2 with a new
sewer line; Des #1902855

County/Site info: Vigo

Regulatory Assessment: This proposal will require the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act (IC 14-28-1) for any proposal to construct, excavate, or fill in or on the
floodway of Clear Creek, unless it qualifies for a general license under Administrative
Rule 312 IAC 10-5 that applies to utility line crossings (see enclosure).  Please include
a copy of this letter with the permit application if the project does not meet the general
license criteria.

Natural Heritage Database: The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked.
The DNR, Division of Fish & Wildlife's Wabashiki Fish & Wildlife Area (FWA), Indiana
State University's Kieweg Woods, and a southwestern lowlands mesic upland forest
natural community are located within 1/2 mile of the project area.  The Division of
Nature Preserves does not anticipate any impacts to the natural community as a result
of this project.

Fish & Wildlife Comments: Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest
extent possible, and compensate for impacts.  The following are recommendations that
address potential impacts identified in the proposed project area:

1) Directional Boring:
We recommend that all creek or stream crossings be done using a trenchless method.
The length of the bore should include any forested riparian areas along the creek to
minimize impacts to forested habitat.  Install erosion control measures such as silt
fencing or other appropriate devices around directional drilling pits in order to prevent
drilling mud from leaving the immediate area of the pit or entering the stream.

If the open-trench method is necessary and the only feasible option at any of the
planned stream crossings due to the site conditions, then the following measures
should be implemented:
a. Any open-trench stream crossing should be timed to coincide with the low-water time
of year (typically mid- to late-summer).
b. Restore disturbed streambanks using bioengineering bank stabilization methods and
revegetate disturbed banks with native trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants.  Stream
bank slopes after project completion should be restored to stable-slope steepness (not
steeper than 2:1).
c. The cleared width through any forested area should be the minimum needed to install

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request.  Our agency offers the following comments for your
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this letter may become requirements of any permit issued.  If we do not
have permitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary.

State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

Attachments: A - Utility Exemption Criteria



State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

the line and no more than 20 feet wide through the forested area to allow the canopy to
close over the line.
d. Use graded stone or riprap to protect the section of trench below the normal water
level from scour or erosion (any stone or riprap fill in the streambed must not be placed
above the existing streambed elevation to avoid creating a fish passage obstruction).

2) Riparian Habitat:
In the tree clearing aerial overlay submitted, the green tree clearing polygon on the east
side of the rest area involves tree removal very close to the stream's banks (this is an
unnamed tributary to Clear Creek). A minimum 35' wide forested buffer should be
maintained between the cleared areas and the top of the bank on both sides of the
stream.  For any unavoidable habitat impacts that will occur, we recommend a
mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the permit application, if required).
The DNR's Habitat Mitigation Guidelines (and plant lists) can be found online at:
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/20200527-IR-312200284NRA.xml.pdf.

Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum
2:1 ratio.  If less than one acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting,
replacement should be at a 1:1 ratio based on area.  Impacts to non-wetland forest
under one (1) acre in an urban setting should be mitigated by planting five trees, 1 inch
to 2 inches in diameter-at-breast height (dbh), for each tree which is removed that is 10"
dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based on the number of large trees) or by using the 1:1
replacement ratio based on area depending on the type of habitat impacted (individual
canopy tree removal in an urban streetscape or park-like environment versus removal
of habitat supporting a tree canopy, woody understory, and herbaceous layer). Impacts
under 0.10 acre in an urban area may still involve the replacement of large diameter
trees but typically do not require any additional mitigation or additional plantings beyond
seeding and stabilizing disturbed areas. There are exceptions for high quality habitat
sites however.

The mitigation site should be located in the floodway, downstream of the one (1) square
mile drainage area of that stream (or another stream within the 8-digit HUC, preferably
as close to the impact site as possible) and adjacent to existing forested riparian
habitat.

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or
compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources:
1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas with a mixture of native grasses, sedges,
wildflowers, and also native hardwood trees and shrubs if any woody plants are
disturbed during construction as soon as possible upon completion. Do not use any
varieties of Tall Fescue or other non-native plants, including prohibited invasive species
(see 312 IAC 18-3-25).
2. Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing
of trees and brush.
3. Do not work in the waterway from April 1 through June 30 without the prior written
approval of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.
4. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat or Northern Long-eared bat roosting
(greater than 5 inches dbh, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks,
crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30.
5. Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be
implemented to prevent sediment from entering the waterbody or leaving the
construction site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all
disturbed areas are stabilized.
6. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other
methods that are 3:1 or steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty,
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize

Attachments: A - Utility Exemption Criteria



State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Fish and Wildlife
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

Christie L. Stanifer
Environ. Coordinator
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Date: November 2, 2022

the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles (follow
manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply mulch
on all other disturbed areas.

Contact Staff: Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service.  Please contact the above
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance.

Attachments: A - Utility Exemption Criteria

Christie L. Stanifer
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Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Last revised April 2020 Assessment Form

Metal None Concrete
Concrete Concrete Timber
Timber Steel
Open grid Timber
Other: Other:

Yes No

Box
Pipe/Round
Other: Other:

Bare ground Open vegetation
Rip-rap Closed vegetation
Flowing water Railroad
Standing water Road/trail - Type:
Seasonal water Other:

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Stone/Masonry

Notes:

Guano
Staining

Metal
Concrete
Plastic

Guano
Staining

Guano
Staining

Guano
Staining

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Visual - live #             dead #

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Visual - live #             dead #

Unknown

Bridge Construction Style Deck Material Beam Material End/Back Wall Material

Pre-stressed Girder 

Steel I-beam

Parallel Box Beam

Truss

Other:

Areas Assessed (check all that apply)

Residential-urban
Residential-rural
Woodland/forested

Grassland

Date & Time
of Assessment

DOT Project
Number County

Federal
Structure ID

Structure Coordinates
(latitude and longitude)

Structure
Length

Route/Facility
Carried

Structure Height
(approximate)

Structure Type (check one) Structure Material (check all that apply)

Commercial

Culvert Material

Creosote Evidence

Ranching
Riparian/wetland
Mixed use
Other:

Cast-in-place

Flat Slab/Box

Culvert Type

Stone/Masonry

Other Structure

Concrete surfaces (open roosting on 
concrete)

Spaces between concrete end walls 
and the bridge deck

Vertical surfaces on concrete I-beams

Crack between concrete railings on top 
of the bridge deck

Crossings Traversed (check all that apply) Surrounding Habitat (check all that apply)

Evidence of Bats (include photos if present)

Check all areas that apply. If an area is not present in the structure, check the “not present” box.
Document all bat indicators observed during the assessment. Include the species present, if known, and provide photo documentation as indicated.

Name: Signature:

Other:

Covered

All crevices and cracks:
Bridges/culverts: rough surfaces or 
imperfections in concrete 
Other structures: soffits, rafters, attic 
areas

All expansion joints

All guiderails

Weep holes, scupper drains, and 
inlets/pipes

Spaces between walls, ceiling joists

Agricultural

Assessment NotesArea (check if assessed)

Visual - live #             dead #
Guano

Visual - live #             dead #

Staining

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Visual - live #             dead #

g p

26 October 2022 1902855 N/A Vigo

Bldg ID # 840301 39.441713
-87.500270 30 Feet 176 Feet

Elijah Weber

Rest Area Welcome Center

Rest Area Welcome Center



Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Last revised April 2020 Assessment Form

etal None Concrete
Concrete Concrete imber

imber teel
O en grid imber
Other Other

es No

Bo
i e/Ro nd

Other Other

Bare gro nd O en egetation
Ri -ra Closed egetation
Flo ing ater Railroad

tanding ater Road/trail - e
easonal ater Other

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

tone/ asonr

Notes:

ano
taining

etal
Concrete

lastic

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

n no n

Bridge Construction Style Deck Material Beam Material End/Back Wall Material

re-stressed irder

teel I-beam

arallel Bo Beam

r ss

Other

Areas Assessed chec all that a l

Residential- rban
Residential-r ral
Woodland/ orested

rassland

Date ime
o Assessment

DO roject
N mber Co nt

Federal
tr ct re ID

tr ct re Coordinates
latit de and longit de

tr ct re
ength

Ro te/Facilit
Carried

tr ct re eight
a ro imate

Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec all that a l

Commercial

Culvert Material

Creosote Evidence

Ranching
Ri arian/ etland

i ed se
Other

Cast-in- lace

Flat lab/Bo

Culvert Type

tone/ asonr

Other Structure

Concrete s r aces o en roosting on
concrete

aces bet een concrete end alls
and the bridge dec

Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams

Crac bet een concrete railings on to
o the bridge dec

Crossings Traversed chec all that a l Surrounding Habitat chec all that a l

Evidence of Bats incl de hotos i resent

Chec all areas that a l . I an area is not resent in the str ct re chec the not resent bo .
Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.

Name ignat re

Other

Co ered

All cre ices and crac s
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s r aces or
im er ections in concrete
Other structures: so its ra ters attic
areas

All e ansion joints

All g iderails

Wee holes sc er drains and
inlets/ i es

aces bet een alls ceiling joists

Agric lt ral

Assessment NotesArea chec i assessed

Vis al - li e # dead #
ano

Vis al - li e # dead #

taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

g

26 October 2022 1902855 N/A Vigo

Bldg ID # 840302 39.441269
-87.500226 20 Feet 25 Feet

Elijah Weber

Rest Area Covered Picnic Area

Covered Picnic Area



Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Last revised April 2020 Assessment Form

etal None Concrete
Concrete Concrete imber

imber teel
O en grid imber
Other Other

es No

Bo
i e/Ro nd

Other Other

Bare gro nd O en egetation
Ri -ra Closed egetation
Flo ing ater Railroad

tanding ater Road/trail - e
easonal ater Other

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

tone/ asonr

Notes:

ano
taining

etal
Concrete

lastic

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

n no n

Bridge Construction Style Deck Material Beam Material End/Back Wall Material

re-stressed irder

teel I-beam

arallel Bo Beam

r ss

Other

Areas Assessed chec all that a l

Residential- rban
Residential-r ral
Woodland/ orested

rassland

Date ime
o Assessment

DO roject
N mber Co nt

Federal
tr ct re ID

tr ct re Coordinates
latit de and longit de

tr ct re
ength

Ro te/Facilit
Carried

tr ct re eight
a ro imate

Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec all that a l

Commercial

Culvert Material

Creosote Evidence

Ranching
Ri arian/ etland

i ed se
Other

Cast-in- lace

Flat lab/Bo

Culvert Type

tone/ asonr

Other Structure

Concrete s r aces o en roosting on
concrete

aces bet een concrete end alls
and the bridge dec

Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams

Crac bet een concrete railings on to
o the bridge dec

Crossings Traversed chec all that a l Surrounding Habitat chec all that a l

Evidence of Bats incl de hotos i resent

Chec all areas that a l . I an area is not resent in the str ct re chec the not resent bo .
Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.

Name ignat re

Other

Co ered

All cre ices and crac s
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s r aces or
im er ections in concrete
Other structures: so its ra ters attic
areas

All e ansion joints

All g iderails

Wee holes sc er drains and
inlets/ i es

aces bet een alls ceiling joists

Agric lt ral

Assessment NotesArea chec i assessed

Vis al - li e # dead #
ano

Vis al - li e # dead #

taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

g

26 October 2022 1902855 N/A Vigo

Bldg ID # 840310 39.442484
-87.498677 25 Feet 38 Feet

Elijah Weber

Rest Area O tb ilding # 1

Rest Area O tb ilding #1



Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Last revised April 2020 Assessment Form

etal None Concrete
Concrete Concrete imber

imber teel
O en grid imber
Other Other

es No

Bo
i e/Ro nd

Other Other

Bare gro nd O en egetation
Ri -ra Closed egetation
Flo ing ater Railroad

tanding ater Road/trail - e
easonal ater Other

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

tone/ asonr

Notes:

ano
taining

etal
Concrete

lastic

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

n no n

Bridge Construction Style Deck Material Beam Material End/Back Wall Material

re-stressed irder

teel I-beam

arallel Bo Beam

r ss

Other

Areas Assessed chec all that a l

Residential- rban
Residential-r ral
Woodland/ orested

rassland

Date ime
o Assessment

DO roject
N mber Co nt

Federal
tr ct re ID

tr ct re Coordinates
latit de and longit de

tr ct re
ength

Ro te/Facilit
Carried

tr ct re eight
a ro imate

Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec all that a l

Commercial

Culvert Material

Creosote Evidence

Ranching
Ri arian/ etland

i ed se
Other

Cast-in- lace

Flat lab/Bo

Culvert Type

tone/ asonr

Other Structure

Concrete s r aces o en roosting on
concrete

aces bet een concrete end alls
and the bridge dec

Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams

Crac bet een concrete railings on to
o the bridge dec

Crossings Traversed chec all that a l Surrounding Habitat chec all that a l

Evidence of Bats incl de hotos i resent

Chec all areas that a l . I an area is not resent in the str ct re chec the not resent bo .
Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.

Name ignat re

Other

Co ered

All cre ices and crac s
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s r aces or
im er ections in concrete
Other structures: so its ra ters attic
areas

All e ansion joints

All g iderails

Wee holes sc er drains and
inlets/ i es

aces bet een alls ceiling joists

Agric lt ral

Assessment NotesArea chec i assessed

Vis al - li e # dead #
ano

Vis al - li e # dead #

taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

g

26 October 2022 1902855 N/A Vigo

Bldg ID # 840314 39.442472
-87.498141 12 Feet 10 Feet

Elijah Weber

Rest Area O tb ilding #2

Rest Area O tb ilding #2



Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Last revised April 2020 Assessment Form

etal None Concrete
Concrete Concrete imber

imber teel
O en grid imber
Other Other

es No

Bo
i e/Ro nd

Other Other

Bare gro nd O en egetation
Ri -ra Closed egetation
Flo ing ater Railroad

tanding ater Road/trail - e
easonal ater Other

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

Not resent A dible ecies
Odor

hotos

tone/ asonr

Notes:

ano
taining

etal
Concrete

lastic

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

n no n

Bridge Construction Style Deck Material Beam Material End/Back Wall Material

re-stressed irder

teel I-beam

arallel Bo Beam

r ss

Other

Areas Assessed chec all that a l

Residential- rban
Residential-r ral
Woodland/ orested

rassland

Date ime
o Assessment

DO roject
N mber Co nt

Federal
tr ct re ID

tr ct re Coordinates
latit de and longit de

tr ct re
ength

Ro te/Facilit
Carried

tr ct re eight
a ro imate

Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec all that a l

Commercial

Culvert Material

Creosote Evidence

Ranching
Ri arian/ etland

i ed se
Other

Cast-in- lace

Flat lab/Bo

Culvert Type

tone/ asonr

Other Structure

Concrete s r aces o en roosting on
concrete

aces bet een concrete end alls
and the bridge dec

Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams

Crac bet een concrete railings on to
o the bridge dec

Crossings Traversed chec all that a l Surrounding Habitat chec all that a l

Evidence of Bats incl de hotos i resent

Chec all areas that a l . I an area is not resent in the str ct re chec the not resent bo .
Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.

Name ignat re

Other

Co ered

All cre ices and crac s
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s r aces or
im er ections in concrete
Other structures: so its ra ters attic
areas

All e ansion joints

All g iderails

Wee holes sc er drains and
inlets/ i es

aces bet een alls ceiling joists

Agric lt ral

Assessment NotesArea chec i assessed

Vis al - li e # dead #
ano

Vis al - li e # dead #

taining

ano
taining

Vis al - li e # dead #

Vis al - li e # dead #

g

26 October 2022 1902855 N/A Vigo

Bldg ID # 840313 39.442465
-87.498277 8 Feet 5 Feet

Elijah Weber

Rest Area O tb ilding #3

Rest Area O tb ilding #3



Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Last revised April 2020 Assessment Form

Metal None Concrete
Concrete Concrete Timber
Timber Steel
Open grid Timber
Other: Other:

Yes No

Box
Pipe/Round
Other: Other:

Bare ground Open vegetation
Rip-rap Closed vegetation
Flowing water Railroad
Standing water Road/trail - Type:
Seasonal water Other:

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Not present Audible Species
Odor
Photos

Stone/Masonry

Notes:

Guano
Staining

Metal
Concrete
Plastic

Guano
Staining

Guano
Staining

Guano
Staining

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Visual - live #             dead #

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Visual - live #             dead #

Unknown

Bridge Construction Style Deck Material Beam Material End/Back Wall Material

Pre-stressed Girder 

Steel I-beam

Parallel Box Beam

Truss

Other:

Areas Assessed (check all that apply)

Residential-urban
Residential-rural
Woodland/forested

Grassland

Date & Time
of Assessment

DOT Project
Number County

Federal
Structure ID

Structure Coordinates
(latitude and longitude)

Structure
Length

Route/Facility
Carried

Structure Height
(approximate)

Structure Type (check one) Structure Material (check all that apply)

Commercial

Culvert Material

Creosote Evidence

Ranching
Riparian/wetland
Mixed use
Other:

Cast-in-place

Flat Slab/Box

Culvert Type

Stone/Masonry

Other Structure

Concrete surfaces (open roosting on 
concrete)

Spaces between concrete end walls 
and the bridge deck

Vertical surfaces on concrete I-beams

Crack between concrete railings on top 
of the bridge deck

Crossings Traversed (check all that apply) Surrounding Habitat (check all that apply)

Evidence of Bats (include photos if present)

Check all areas that apply. If an area is not present in the structure, check the “not present” box.
Document all bat indicators observed during the assessment. Include the species present, if known, and provide photo documentation as indicated.

Name: Signature:

Other:

Covered

All crevices and cracks:
Bridges/culverts: rough surfaces or 
imperfections in concrete 
Other structures: soffits, rafters, attic 
areas

All expansion joints

All guiderails

Weep holes, scupper drains, and 
inlets/pipes

Spaces between walls, ceiling joists

Agricultural

Assessment NotesArea (check if assessed)

Visual - live #             dead #
Guano

Visual - live #             dead #

Staining

Guano
Staining

Visual - live #             dead #

Visual - live #             dead #

g p

26 October 2022 1902855 N/A Vigo

Bldg ID # 840311 39.442463
-87.498368 8 Feet 4 Feet

Elijah Weber

Rest Area Outbuilding #4

Rest Area Outbuilding #4
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December 13, 2022 

Robin McWilliams Munson 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, IN 47403 

Re: Programmatic Informal Consultation for the Indiana Bat and Northern LongπEared Bat  
Des. No. 1902855 
Clear Creek Welcome Center Modernization, Iπ70  
Vigo County, Indiana 

Dear Ms. McWilliams Munson: 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) is acting on behalf of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and 
submitting this letter for standard informal consultation for the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and Northern longπeared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB). Based on the determination key provided on pages 23 π 32 below, the project is within 
the scope of the Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects in the Range of the Indiana Bat and
Northern Long Eared Bat due to proposed tree clearing between 100 feet to 300 feet from edge of pavement. In addition, 
the NLEB will be uplisted to federally endangered after the beginning of the year, 2023. Therefore, reπinitiation of 
consultation may be required after January 30, 2023, when the new listing status takes effect. 

Background 
The project is located on Iπ70, in Vigo County, Indiana, at mile marker 1, approximately 4.1 miles west of Terre Haute. 
Specifically, the project is located within Sections 34 and 35, Township 12 North, Range 10 West of the Dennisville, 
Indiana 7.5πminute United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle. The need for the Iπ70 Clear Creek 
Welcome Center Modernization project is due to insufficient parking spaces and rest area facilities for the present and 
projected traffic volumes on Iπ70, as well as inadequate water supply and sewage for wastewater processing.  

The project study area was entered into the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and 
Construction (IPaC) website to obtain the Official Species List on December 9, 2022 (pages 7 to 22). A location map (page 
36), project plans (pages 47 π 49), and tree removal graphics (pages 44 π 46) are provided below. 

Proposed Improvements 
The preferred alternative is to demolish and replace the existing welcome center and to reconfigure the parking lots to 
increase truck parking spaces. New permanent light poles will be installed as part of this remodel. New wastewater and 
water main routes will be installed for the welcome center. The proposed sanitary sewer route will follow W Old US 40 
to connect with the existing lift station in the Town of Larimer Hill. The project area will encompass approximately 52.5 
acres. 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (317) 232-5113  
FAX: (317) 233-4929

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Michael Smith, Commissioner 
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A new wastewater pipe will be installed for the welcome center to connect it to the municipal utility in Larimer Hill. The 
wastewater pipe will begin at the welcome center and travel north below Iπ70 to W Old US 40, following W Old US 40 to 
until it terminates at South Thorpe Place. A tieπin line extends north at South Gorham Place extending the line to the 40 
West Mobile Home Park on the north side of National Avenue. The total length of the proposed wastewater pipe is 
approximately 1.2 miles. Construction of the wastewater pipe will involve horizontal directional drilling along the roads 
that make up the route. The Town of West Terre Haute will be responsible for maintaining traffic throughout the project 
area on local roads for the water line installation, but only temporary impacts are expected. Shortπterm lane closures 
may be required to place equipment or enable the boring equipment, in which case traffic will be maintained with the 
use of flaggers. Traffic will be maintained on Iπ70. The welcome center will be closed to traffic during construction, with 
standard barricades used to block off the entrances. Motorists will be advised of the work area with advanced sign 
placement, and signs that advertise the presence of the rest area will be placarded to indicate that the rest area is closed. 
No official or unofficial detour routes are anticipated during construction. No bridges or culverts are located within the 
project limits. 
 
A total of 6.15 acres of trees will be removed from the project area to expand the parking areas, allow construction of 
new rest areas, and installation of new sanitary sewer lines. Of these 6.15 acres, 1.89 acres will be removed from the 
existing edge of pavement to 100 feet and 4.25 acres will be removed between 100 to 300 feet from edge of pavement. 
An additional 0.01 acre will be removed for new sewer line construction. No trees will be removed beyond 300 feet of 
paved surface. 
 
RightπofπWay 
An estimated six easements will be needed along local roads outside of the Iπ70 RightπofπWay (ROW) for construction of 
the wastewater route. No new permanent or temporary ROW will be necessary for project construction. 
 
Construction Schedule  
The project is scheduled to begin in May 2023 and be completed by October 2024. Tree removal is planned to be 
conducted prior to March 31, 2023. 
 
Existing Habitat and Bat Data 
The project area includes grass and trees within approximately 52.5 acres. Adjacent land use includes primarily 
agricultural, fragmented forest, and residential.  
 
A review of the USFWS database did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species within 0.5 mile of the project 
area (page 6). 
 
On October 26, 2022, a qualified Metric biologist inspected the six buildings within the Iπ70 Clear Creek Welcome Center. 
No signs of bats were seen or heard (pages 50 to 56). 
 
On December 9, 2022, project information was submitted through the USFWS’s Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) portal, and an official species list was generated (pages 7 π 22). There are no additional species or 
critical habitats within the project area under the jurisdiction of USFWS.  
 
The Indiana Department of Natural Resource, Division of Fish and Wildlife (IDNRπDFW) responded on November 2, 2022, 
to the early coordination letter dated October 3, 2022. IDNRπDFW indicated that the Natural Heritage Program identified 
that the IDNRπDFW Wabashiki Fish & Wildlife Area (FWA), Indiana State University's Kieweg Woods, and a southwestern 
lowlands mesic upland forest natural community are located within 0.5 mile of the project area. The Division of Nature 
Preserves does not anticipate any impacts to the natural community as a result of this project. The IDNRπDFW response 
letter can be found on pages 33 to 35. 
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Water Resources and Wetland Impacts 
The project area was surveyed for the presence of Waters of the U.S. by Metric Environmental on April 25, 2022. Six 
streams, totaling 4,662 linear feet (LFT), and two wetlands, totaling 0.188 acre, were identified within the welcome center 
project limits during the field reconnaissance. A second visit was completed on June 28, 2022, to examine the proposed 
sanitary sewer route corridor for Waters of the U.S. Two streams, totaling 364 linear feet (LFT) were identified within the 
sanitary sewer route corridor during the field reconnaissance. No wetlands were observed. The stream and wetland 
features were determined Waters of the U.S. Owing to the use of HDD for installation, there will be no impacts to any 
streams during this project to include the installation of new water and sewer lines. 

The following stream features will be impacted as part of project construction at the Iπ70 Clear Creek Welcome Center. 
The streams are shown in the aerial photographs on pages 37 π 43 and are summarized below. 

Clear Creek Welcome Center 
¶ Stream: Unnamed Tributary (UNT) 1 to Clear Creek (2,006 LFT) is in the northeastern portion of the project area.
¶ Stream: UNT 5 to Clear Creek (227 LFT) is in the southeastern portion of the project area.

The following stream and wetland features will not be impacted as part of project construction at the Iπ70 Clear Creek 
Welcome Center. and wetlands 

Clear Creek Welcome Center 
¶ Stream: UNT 2 to Clear Creek (412 LFT) is in the northwestern portion of the project area.
¶ Stream: UNT 3 to Clear Creek (52 LFT) is in the northwestern portion of the project area and occurs outside of

the construction limits.
¶ Stream: UNT 4 to Clear Creek (1,650 LFT) is in the northern portion of the project area.
¶ Stream: UNT 6 to Clear Creek (315 LFT) is in the southwestern portion of the project area.
¶ Wetland A (0.163 acre) is in the eastern portion of the project area.
¶ Wetland B (0.025 acre) is in the western portion of the project area.

New Sewer Line – No impacts are anticipated to any feature owing to use of HDD for installation.
¶ Stream: Clear Creek (258 LFT)
¶ Stream: UNT 1 to Clear Creek (106 LFT)

Permanent Impacts 
Overall, there will be 163.91 cubic yards (CYS) of permanent impact within 0.051 acre of streams for a total of 205 linear 
feet (LFT) of stream impact.  

UNT 1 to Clear Creek will be permanently impacted by 111.11 CYS of permanent impact over 0.034 acre below the 
ordinary highπwater mark (OHWM), for a total of 150 LFT of permanent impact.   

UNT 5 to Clear Creek will be permanently impacted by 52.8 CYS of permanent impact over 0.017 acre below the OHWM, 
for a total of 55 LFT of permanent impact.   

UNT 2 to Clear Creek, UNT 3 to Clear Creek, UNT 4 to Clear Creek, and UNT 6 to Clear Creek, and Wetland A and Wetland 
B, will not be permanently impacted.  
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Habitat Impacts 
The dominant tree species at the project area are black walnut (Juglans nigra), pin oak (Quercus palustris), and eastern 
cottonwood (Populus deltoides). Based on the presence of forest that contains mature trees, it is considered likely 
“suitable summer habitat.” 
 
During construction, noise and vibrations within the project area will include removing portions of existing concrete to 
construct the improvements, which would increase above current levels. Tree clearing is needed to construct the 
additional parking areas and buildings. The proposed tree clearing is shown on the aerial photographs on page 44 π 46 
and is summarized below. The tree removal aerial for the welcome center on page 44 is expressed in distance from Iπ
70 and includes all areas within the project limits. Tree clearing will not exceed 20 acres per 5πmile section of roadway. 
The building demolitions will occur during active bat season. 
 

Table 1. Clear Creek Welcome Center – Iπ70 Tree Clearing Summary 
 Tree Removal Acreage by Distance from Existing Paved Surface 
 Within 0 to 100 feet Within 100 to 300 feet Greater than 300 feet Total Acres 

Welcome 
Center 1.89 4.25 0.00 6.14 

Sanitary 
Sewer Route 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 

Total 1.9 4.25 0.00 6.15 

 
The project will impact 4.25 acres of trees to be removed between 100 feet and 300 feet from edge of pavement. To 
mitigate for 4.25 acres of tree impacts between 100π300 feet from pavement edge, the amount to be paid to the Rangeπ
wide InπLieu Fee Program, to be administered by The Conservation Fund, shall be $78,302.00 (4.25 acres between 100 π 
300 feet x (1.75 County Multiplier) x $10,528.00 = $78,302.00). 
 
Commitments 
The following commitments are proposed as Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMM) to reduce potential impacts 
to the Indiana Bat and NLEB: 
 
¶ General AMM 1: Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed 

bat habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental commitments, including 
all applicable AMMs. 

¶ Lighting AMM 1: Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the active season. 
¶ Lighting AMM 2: When installing new or replacing existing permanent lights, use downwardπfacing, full cutπ

off2 lens lights (with same intensity or less for replacement lighting); or for those transportation the goal 
is to be as close to 0 for all three ratings with a priority of "uplight" of 0 and "backlight" as low as practicable. 

¶ Tree Removal AMM 1: Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) to the 
extent practicable to avoid tree removal in excess of what is required to implement the project safely. 

¶ Tree Removal AMM 2: Apply time of year (TOY) restrictions (April 1 π September 30) for tree removal when bats 
are not likely to be present, or limit tree removal to 10 or fewer trees per project at any time of year within 100 
feet of existing road/rail surface and outside of documented roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors; visual 
emergence survey must be conducted with no bats observed. 

¶ Tree Removal AMM 3: Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors 
understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., install bright colored flagging/fencing prior 
to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing limits). 

¶ Tree Removal AMM 4: Do not remove documented Indiana bat or NLEB roosts that are still suitable for roosting; 
or trees within 0.25 miles of roosts; or documented foraging habitat any time of year. 
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¶ Contractors must take care when handling dead or injured bats (regardless of species), and any other federally
listed species that are found at the Project site in order to preserve biological material in the best possible
condition and protect the handler from exposure to diseases, such as rabies. Project personnel are responsible
for ensuring that any evidence about determining the cause of death or injury is not unnecessarily disturbed.
Reporting the discovery of dead or injured listed species is required in all cases to enable the Service to determine
whether the level of incidental take exempted by the BO is exceeded, and to ensure that the terms and conditions
are appropriate and effective. Parties finding a dead, injured, or sick specimen of any bat (regardless of species),
or other endangered or threatened species, must promptly notify the USFWS Bloomington Field Office at (812)
334π4261.

¶ A “Reinitiation Notice” is required if: more than 6.15 acres of trees are to be cleared; the amount or extent of
incidental take of Indiana bat is exceeded; new information about listed species is encountered; new species is
listed or critical habitat designated that the project may affect; the project is modified in a manner that causes
an effect to the listed species; or, new information reveals that the project may affect listed species or critical
habitat in a manner not considered in the project information.

¶ The Project Sponsor will assure that $78,302.00 of Preliminary Engineering funds will be allocated to the Rangeπ
wide InπLieu Fee Program, administered by The Conservation Fund, to resolve formal consultation under the
Rangeπwide Programmatic (4.25 acres between 100π300 feet x (1.75 County Multiplier) x $10,528.00 = $78,302).
Payment shall be in process at the Ready for Contracts (RFC) date.

¶ Metric will reπinitiate coordination with USFWS, after January 30, 2023, when the new NLEB listing status takes
effect, to determine if an updated determination key is required.

Conclusion 
Based on the review of existing data, assessment of likely suitable summer habitats, tree removal between 100 feet to 
300 feet from edge of pavement, applied AMMs, and commitments, the FHWA has determined the proposed project has 
an effect finding of “Likely to Adversely Affect (LAA)” for the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the 
federally threatened northern longπeared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). The building demolitions will occur during active 
bat season. 

The FHWA is requesting USFWS concurrence with this project “LAA” determination. 

Please contact Jason Damm at (317) 605π2392 or Jasond@metricenv.com if you have any questions or require additional 
information. We appreciate your attention to this project. 

¢ƘŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ . ŀƴŘ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ C ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /9 ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ









INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
We Protect Hoosiers and Our Environment. 
100 N. Senate Avenue  •  Indianapolis, IN 46204 

(800) 451-6027   •  (317) 232-8603  •  www.idem.IN.gov
Eric J. Holcomb          Brian C. Rockensuess 

 Governor Commissioner 

Please Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

October 17, 2022 

Metric Environmental, LLC  
Attention: Joshua Netherton 
6958 Hillsdale Court 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 

Dear Joshua Netherton: 

Re: Wellhead Protection Area 
Proximity Determination 
Des No 1902855 
Rest Area Modernization Project, 
Clear Creek Rest Area 
I-70 Eastbound (EB), Mile Marker 2
Sugar Creek Township, Vigo County, Indiana

Upon review of the above referenced project site, it has been determined that the 
proposed project area is not located within a Wellhead Protection Area. However, the 
above referenced project site, it has been determined that the proposed project area is 
located within 3,200 feet of a Wellhead Protection Area. If the contact information is 
needed for the WHPA, please contact the reference located at the bottom of the letter 
for the appropriate information. The information is accurate to the best of our 
knowledge; however, there are in some cases a few factors that could impact the 
accuracy of this determination. Some Wellhead Protection Area Delineations have not 
been submitted, and many have not been approved by this office. In these cases, we 
use a 3,000-foot fixed radius buffer to make the proximity determination. To find the 
status of a Public Water Supply System’s (PWSS’s) Wellhead Protection Area 
Delineation please visit our tracking database at 
http://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/2456.htm and scroll to the bottom of the page.  

The project area is not located within a Source Water Assessment Area for a 
PWSS’s surface water intake. The Source Water Assessment Area relates to the 
surface water drainage area that water could potentially flow and influence water quality 
for a PWSS’s source of drinking water.  

In the future, please consider using this self-service tool if it suits your needs. 
The Drinking Water Branch has a self-service tool which allows one to determine 
wellhead proximity without submitting the application form. Go to 
https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead/ and use the instructions at the 
bottom of the page. 



Joshua Netherton
Page 2

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me at the address 
above or at 317-233-9158 and aturnbow@idem.in.gov.

Sincerely,

Alisha Turnbow, 
Environmental Manager
Ground Water Section
Drinking Water Branch
Office of Water Quality



 
Farm 
Production 
and 
Conservation 

Natural  
Resources 
Conservation  
Service 

Indiana State Office
6013 Lakeside Boulevard

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278
317π295π5800 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

October 27, 2022 

Joshua Netherton 
Metric Environmental 
6971 Hillsdale Court 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250 
joshuan@metricenv.com 

Dear Mr. Netherton: 

The proposed rest area modernization project in Vigo County, Indiana (Des. No. 1902855), as 
referred to in your letter received October 3, 2022, will not cause a conversion of prime farmland. 

If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859 or 
john.allen@usda.gov. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
JOHN ALLEN 
State Soil Scientist 

Enclosers  

 

JOHN ALLEN Digitally signed by JOHN ALLEN
Date: 2022.10.28 09:39:50 -04'00'



Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter - I-70 Clear Creek Rest Area Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des. 
No. 1902855)

From: Archer, Michael D <MArcher1@dnr.IN.gov>  
Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 10:23 AM 
To: Joshua Netherton <joshuan@metricenv.com> 
Cc: Weinzapfel, Steve J <sweinzapfel@dnr.IN.gov>; Ripley, Andrew B <ARipley@dnr.IN.gov> 
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter π Iπ70 Clear Creek Rest Area Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des. No. 1902855) 

Hello Joshua Netherton, 

I hope you are having a fantastic day.  My name is Michael Archer and I work as an Environmental Specialist for the 
Division of Reclamation’s Abandoned Mine Land program.  I generally review and respond to Agency Early Coordination 
requests for the division. 

I have reviewed the documents sent to this office on December 2nd, 2022 regarding the Iπ70 Clear Creek Rest Area 
Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des. No. 1902855), in Vigo County, Indiana.  After consulting our Coal Mine 
Information System (CMIS) web map, no surface or underground mines were found to be adjacent to the project 
boundary.  The closest are the Robinson Mine that had a start date of 1930 and an end date of 1935 that has a coal 
member that is found at 145ft deep and a seam thickness of 5.5 feet; as well as the National Mine that had a start date 
of 1911 and an end date of 1927 with a coal member at 184 feet deep and a seam thickness of 4.17ft.  The Abandoned 
Mine Land program has had no projects to address safety, health, or environmental hazards in relation to these mines 
and there have been no AML projects within the project limits of Des. No. 1902855.  Given the scope of Des. No. 
1902855, past mining activities should have no foreseeable impact on your work.  Furthermore, after review of the 
information sent I do not forsee any adverse effects incurred as a result of this project.  If you would like more detailed 
information on the mining history of this area, please see our CMIS web application.  CMIS provides a map view of 
where mining has occurred in the state of Indiana showing location, a mine record, and a mine map if available. 

CMIS Link: https://indnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f30ca6a781cb4209b6e614789ca7185b 
π Just type the address into the search bar or scroll to the location you’re looking for.  If you click on the surface 

mine (orange) or underground mine (blue), it will open an information box.  If you click more information, the 
mine record will open in a new tab.  

If you need written records, you will need to fill out a form to request additional information for the mine.   The 
directions to do this are below. 

 Form to request additional information on the mine: form (PDF) 
 Fill out Request for Public Record form and email to pac@dnr.in.gov 
 or mail to DNR, Public Record Request 
 Indiana Government Center South 
 402 W. Washington St., Room W256 
 Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
(317) 232π4200
(317) 233π6811

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this, and I hope you have a fantastic day as well as a fantastic weekend. 
ππ 



Michael Archer 
Environmental Specialist 2 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Office of Reclamation 
Office Phone: (812)665π2207 
Mobile Phone: (812)652π8365 
Marcher1@dnr.in.gov 
Dnr.in.gov 

From: Weinzapfel, Steve J <sweinzapfel@dnr.IN.gov>  
Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 8:00 AM 
To: Archer, Michael D <MArcher1@dnr.IN.gov>; Royer, Brian <BRoyer@dnr.IN.gov> 
Subject: FW: Early Coordination Letter π Iπ70 Clear Creek Rest Area Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des. No. 
1902855) 

Gentlemen, 

Please respond directly to Joshua Netherton if there are any AML or orphan well issues in the project area. 

Thanks. 

Steve Weinzapfel 
Director, Division of Reclamation 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
14619 State Road 48 West 
Jasonville, IN 47438 
(812)665π2207
www.dnr.IN.gov

* Please let us know about the quality of our service by taking this brief customer survey.







United States Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Indiana Field Office (ES) 
620 South Walker Street 

Bloomington, IN 47403-2121 
Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273 

December 30, 2022 

Ms. Karstin Carmany-George IPAC Project Code: 2023-0015386  
Federal Highway Administration 
575 N. Pennsylvania St. Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 (sent via email) 

RE:  Des. 1902855, Clear Creek Welcome Center Modernization, I-70, Vigo County, Indiana 

Dear Ms. Carmany-George: 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your letter dated December 19, 2022, 
regarding the proposed Clear Creek Welcome Center Modernization project (Project) located in 
Vigo County, Indiana. The Federal Highway Administration has determined the construction of 
the Project is likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and/or the threatened 
northern long-eared bat (NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis) due to winter tree clearing impacts 
between 100-300 feet from an existing roadway/parking area. You requested our concurrence 
that the Project may rely on the February 5, 2018, Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) for 
federally funded or approved transportation projects given the potential for adverse effects to 
these two listed bat species.  

This letter provides the Service’s response as to whether the Federal Highway Administration 
may rely on the PBO to comply with Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) for the Project’s effects to the Indiana 
bat and/or NLEB.  

Conclusion 

The Service has reviewed the effects of the proposed Project, which includes the Federal 
Highway Administration’s commitment to implement any applicable mitigation measures as 
indicated in their determination letter. We confirmed that the proposed Project’s effects are 
consistent with those analyzed in the PBO and we have determined that construction projects 
consistent with the conservation measures and scope of the program analyzed in the PBO are not 
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the Indiana bat and/or the NLEB. In coordination 
with your agency and the other sponsoring Federal Transportation Agencies, the Service will 
reevaluate this conclusion annually in light of any new pertinent information under the adaptive 
management provisions of the PBO. 
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Incidental Take 

Indiana Bat 

The Service anticipates that tree removal associated with the proposed Project will adversely 
affect Indiana bats resulting in take as defined in the ESA. As described in the Incidental Take 
Statement (ITS) of the PBO, such taking will be difficult to detect. The Service determined it is 
appropriate to use the loss of suitable habitat as a surrogate for the take of individual bats 
assessed under the PBO. 

The proposed Project will remove 6.15 acres of trees from habitat that is suitable for the Indiana 
bat. All tree removal will occur in winter (October 1 – March 30) and comply with all other 
conservation measures in the PBO. Based on the PBO, 1.9 acres of the removal are within 100 
feet of the edge of pavement and therefore not anticipated to result in any adverse effects; 4.25 
acre(s) are within 100- 300 feet and expected to result in adverse effects. 

The Federal Highway Administration will use the mitigation ratio of 1.75 from Table 3 of the 
PBO1 to calculate the compensatory mitigation required to offset these adverse impacts for a total 
of 7.4375 acres2 of trees that is suitable for the Indiana bat. 

To comply with the mitigation requirements of the PBO, the Federal Highway Administration 
will contribute $78,302.00 to The Conservation Fund (TCF) within 1 year of this letter or prior to 
the start of construction, whichever is earliest. These calculations are based on the mitigation 
identified above2 and the August – December 2022 Land Use Values in Table 2 of Exhibit E in 
TCF’s In-lieu Fee Instrument. If payment is made later than 1 year from the date of this letter, 
the mitigation cost may change because of updated land use values in Table 2 of Exhibit E3. At 
the time of payment, the Federal Highway Administration or designated non-federal 
representative shall notify the Service of compliance with the compensatory mitigation 
requirements as described above. The Federal Highway Administration or non-federal 
representative must notify TCF at least five days prior to payment so TCF can verify that the 
appropriate land value has been used. 

The purchase of species conservation credits and/or in-lieu fee contributions shall occur prior to 
construction of a transportation project covered under this programmatic consultation. Exceptions 
to this program stipulation include emergency projects that do not require a letting prior to 
construction. In these cases, purchase of credits and/or in-lieu fee contributions shall occur 
within three months of completion of the project. This timeframe allows for measuring the acres 
of habitat affected by the emergency project and for financial processing. 
1  https://www.fws.gov/media/compensatory-mitigation-ratios-indiana-bat-table-3-biological-
opinion 
2 XX acres * XX ratio 
3https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/fhwa/pdf/IBAT_ExhibitE_Table2 
FeeSchedule_LandValues.pdf 
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In addition, the Project may take up to five (5) Indiana bats that were not detected during 
bridge/culvert and structure bat assessments conducted prior to implementing the proposed work. 
In these instances, potential incidental take of Indiana bats may be exempted provided that the 
take is reported to the Service (refer to User Guide Appendix E - Post Assessment Discovery of 
Bats at Bridge/Structure Form). Although such take is reasonably certain to occur at up to 10 
projects per year as included in the scope of the PBO, it is a remote possibility for any individual 
project that is implemented consistent with the conservation measures of the PBO. 

The Service will add the acreage of Project-related tree removal to the annual total acreage 
attributed to the PBO as a surrogate measure of Indiana bat incidental take and exempted from 
the prohibitions of Section 9 of the ESA. Such exemption is effective as long as your agency 
implements the reasonable and prudent measure (RPM) and accompanying terms and conditions 
of the PBO’s ITS. 

The RPM of the PBO’s ITS requires the Federal Transportation Agencies to ensure that 
State/Local transportation agencies, who choose to include eligible projects under the 
programmatic action, incorporate all applicable conservation measures in the project proposals 
submitted to the Service for ESA section 7 compliance using the PBO. The implementing terms 
and conditions for this RPM require the Federal Transportation Agencies to offer training to 
appropriate personnel about using the PBO, and promptly report sick, injured, or dead bats 
(regardless of species) or any other federally listed species located in project action areas. 

Northern Long-eared Bat 

In March 2022, the Service proposed to reclassify the NLEB from its current status as federally 
threatened to federally endangered. The original NLEB listing and current reclassification 
proposal are due to dramatic population declines associated with white-nose syndrome (WNS), a 
deadly fungal disease affecting hibernating bats such as the NLEB.  On November 30, 2022, the 
reclassification action was finalized, and the new listing will go into effect January 30, 2023. 
Once the new classification is effective, re-initiation on this project due to the change in listing 
status for the NLEB will be required. At that time, an updated 2023 Programmatic Consultation 
and determination key (via the Information for Planning and Consultation website; IPAC) will be 
available for use. 

The Service anticipates that tree removal associated with the Project will cause incidental take of 
NLEBs. However, the Project is consistent with the current PBO, and such projects will not cause 
take of NLEBs that is prohibited under the ESA section 4(d) rule for this species (50 CFR 
§17.40(o). Therefore, until the time the reclassification rule becomes effective, incidental take of
NLEBs resulting from this Project does not require exemption from the Service.

Reporting Dead or Injured Bats 

The Federal Highway Administration, its State/Local cooperators, and any contractors must take 
care when handling dead or injured Indiana bats and/or NLEBs, or any other federally listed 
species that are found at the Project site to preserve biological material in the best possible 
condition and to protect the handler from exposure to diseases, such as rabies. Project personnel 
are responsible for ensuring that any evidence about determining the cause of death or injury is 
not unnecessarily disturbed. Reporting the discovery of dead or injured listed species is required 
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in all cases to enable the Service to determine whether the level of incidental take exempted by 
this PBO is exceeded, and to ensure that the terms and conditions are appropriate and effective. 
Parties finding a dead, injured, or sick specimen of any endangered or threatened species must 
promptly notify this Service Office. 

Reinitiation Notice 

This letter concludes consultation for the Project, which qualifies for inclusion in the PBO issued 
to the Federal Transportation Agencies. To maintain this inclusion, a reinitiation of this Project-
level consultation is required where the Federal Highway Administration discretionary 
involvement or control over the Project has been retained (or is authorized by law) and if/when: 

1. the amount or extent of incidental take of Indiana bat is exceeded;
2. new information reveals that the Project may affect listed species or critical habitat in

a manner or to an extent not considered in the PBO;
3. the Project is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to listed species

or designated critical habitat not considered in the PBO; or
4. a new species is listed or critical habitat designated that the Project may affect.

Per condition #1 above, the anticipated incidental take is exceeded when: 
¶ the Project removes more than the requested 4.25 acre(s) of suitable Indiana bat habitat 

between 100-300 feet from the edge of pavement; or 
¶ the Project takes more than 5 Indiana bats resulting from work on bridges/structures. 

Per condition #4 above, the NLEB will be reclassified from threatened to endangered on January 
30, 2023 and re-initiation of consultation may be required.   

In instances where the amount or extent of incidental take is exceeded, the Federal Highway 
Administration is required to immediately request a reinitiation of this Project-level consultation. 

We appreciate your continued efforts to ensure that this Project is fully consistent with all 
applicable provisions of the PBO. If you have any questions regarding our response or if you 
need additional information, please contact Robin McWilliams Munson at 
Robin_Mcwilliams@fws.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Patrice Ashfield 
Acting Field Supervisor 

Cc (via email): 
Sandy Bowman, INDOT, Indianapolis, IN  
Benjamin Neild, INDOT, Crawfordsville, IN 
Susan Castle, Metric, Indianapolis, IN 
Ibat ILF coordinator – to be sent by INDOT at later date 

PATRICE 
ASHFIELD

Digitally signed by 
PATRICE ASHFIELD 
Date: 2022.12.30 
15:18:18 -05'00'

























































































































































Hudziak
November 15, 2022
Page 2

14-21-1-27 and -29 does not obviate the need to adhere to applicable federal statutes and regulations, including but not
limited to 36 C.F.R. Part 800.

The Indiana SHPO staff’s archaeological reviewer for this project is Wade T. Tharp, and the structures reviewer is Caitlin 
Lehman.  However, if you have a question about the Section 106 process, please contact initially the INDOT Cultural 
Resources staff members who are assigned to this project.

In all future correspondence about the Interstate 70 Clear Creek Rest Area project in Vigo County (Des. No. 1902855), 
please refer to DHPA No. 29400.

Very truly yours,

Beth K. McCord
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

BKM:CML:cml

emc:  Kari Carmany-George, FHWA
Matt Coon, INDOT
Susan Branigin, INDOT
Candace Hudziak, Metric Environmental
Wade T. Tharp, DNR-DHPA
Caitlin Lehman, DNR-DHPA
Marla Flowers, Vigo County History Center
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