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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 North Senate Avenue Eric J. Holcomb, Governor

Room N642 Michael Smith, Commissioner
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

October 3, 2022

Sample Early Coordination Letter
{See Attached List} P y inati

Re: Early Coordination
Designation Number (Des. No.) 1902855
Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Rest Area
I-70 Eastbound (EB), Mile Marker 2
Sugar Creek Township, Vigo County, Indiana

Dear Agency:

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) intend to proceed with
a rest area modernization project in Vigo County. This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental
review process. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects
associated with this project. Please use the above designation number and description in your reply. We will incorporate
your comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts.

The project is located on I-70 EB, in Vigo County, Indiana, between the Indiana State Line and Terre Haute, at mile marker
2. Specifically, the project is located in Sections 34 and 35, Township 12 North, Range 10 West of the Dennisville, Indiana
7.5-minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle. I-70 is classified as an Interstate Highway. A
typical cross section of I-70 EB in the project area consists of two 12-foot wide through-lanes, adjoined by variable width
paved shoulders in each direction. The posted speed limit on I-70 EB is 70 miles per hour (mph) for vehicles under 13 ton
and 65 mph for trucks over 13 ton. Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily residentiall and forested.

The existing I-70 EB Welcome Center opened in 1992, and it offers 77 parking spots for cars (including accessible parking)
and 50 spots for trucks as well as a sheltered picnic area. The existing facility, which encompasses approximately 52.5
acres, has reached the end of its useful life. The Welcome Center and its adjacent parking lot are currently undersized for
the demand required and are not in accordance with INDOT’s Long Range Plan for Rest Areas and Welcome Centers. This
long-range plan calls for modernizing ten of the state’s welcome centers by 2031 to include family restrooms, ADA
accessibility, pet areas, walking trails, and other design and tourism amenities. The existing facility does not offer most of
these required modernization, and its water and sewer lines and parking lot are undersized for current demand and will
not accommodate future needs.

The preferred alternative is to demolish and replace the existing rest area building, including architectural, structural, and
mechanical services (such as new water and sewer line installations), and to reconfigure the parking lot to increase parking
spaces, reconstruct the entrance and exit ramps, add landscaping elements, and some utility work will also be required.
It is unknown if right-of-way will need to be acquired at this time. The facility will also be incorporated into INDOT’s Truck
Parking Information Management System, which provides drivers with information such as the number of available
parking spots at rest areas in real time. The project area encompasses 52.5 acres and includes the addition of a sewer line.

The new sewer line line begins at the north driveway of the Clear Creek Rest Area, extending north along the transmission
line corridor to the south side of West Old US 40. The sewer line turns east following West Old US 40 to about 100 feet
west of Vigo County Bridge 252 (HB-2287), where the line diverts southeast about 225 feet. The line then turns northeast
to parallel West Old US 40 for about 460 feet when the line turns north for about 230 feet to return to West Old US 40.
The line continues to parallel West Old US 40 to where it terminates at South Thorpe Place. A tie-in line extends north at
South Gorham Place extending the line to the 40 West Mobile Home Park on the north side of National Avenue.
Construction of the wastewater pipe will involve horizontal directional drilling along the roads that make up the route.
Utility easements will likely be needed along the roads as the apparent existing right-of-way does not extend beyond the
edge of pavement. New temporary and permanent right-of-way will need to be purchased from land east of the project
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area to accommodate the parking area expansion. The project will likely require IDEM 401 and USACE 404 waters permits.
The maintenance of traffic will include a full closure of the existing rest area with unlighted advanced warning signage. All
signage will be removed upon project completion. The project letting date is Summer 2023 and construction is anticipated
to begin in Fall 2023.

Four mapped streams, representing Clear Creek and Unnamed Tributaries to Clear Creek, are located within the project
area. Metric Environmental (Metric) will perform Waters of the US determination and coordinate with INDOT Ecology and
Waterways Permitting Office (EWPO) to prepare a Waters Determination Report and submit the appropriate Clean Water
Act permit applications. Portions of the project area are within floodplain polygons; therefore, coordination with the local
Floodplain Administrator will occur.

Tree removal will likely occur beyond 300 feet from the edge of I-70 pavement. Therefore, this project will not qualify for
the application of the USFWS range-wide programmatic informal consultation for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared
bat through USFW’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC). The project will be entered into IPaC and a species
list will be generated. A standard informal consultation letter will be prepared by Metric and reviewed and approved by
INDOT prior to sending the letter packet to USFWS for review and approval.

This project will require Full Section 106. Metric is conducting cultural resource investigations for both above-ground and
below-ground archaeological resources and coordinating with the INDOT Cultural Resources Office (CRO) and the State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for concurrence of findings.

Should we not receive your response within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that
your agency believes that there will be no adverse effects incurred as a result of the proposed project. However, should
you find that an extension to the response time is necessary; a reasonable amount may be granted upon request. If you
have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Joshua Netherton, NEPA Staff Scientist, at Metric
Environmental LLC, 6958 Hillsdale Court, Indianapolis, Indiana 46250, by telephone at 317.981.3093, or
JoshuaN@MetricEnv.com, or Lauren Wilburn, INDOT PM, at the INDOT Crawfordsville District office, 100 N. Senate
Avenue, N758-FM, Indianapolis, IN 46204 or lwilburn@INDOT.in.gov or by telephone 219.841.1245. Thank you in advance
for your input.

Sincerely,

X Clocteca pethoiton

Joshua(/Netherton

Joshua Netherton
NEPA Staff Scientist
Metric Environmental, LLC

cc: File No. 21-0049-0

Dave Hedlund, JSE PM, dhedlund@jsengr.com
Lauren Wilburn, INDOT PM, Iwilburn@INDOT.in.gov

Attachments: Recipient List, Location Map, USGS Topographic Map, 2019 Aerial Photograph Map

Attachments were intentionally removed. Please refer to Appendix B in the CE document.



Room N642

Federal Highway Administration
Kari CarmanynGeorge
k.carmanygeorge@dot.gov

Indiana Geological and Water Survey
https://igws.indiana.edu/eAssessment

IDEM Groundwater Section
Environmental Manager
aturnbow@idem.in.gov

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov

Indiana Department of Transportation
Crawfordsville District

Environmental Section Manager
RKurtz@indot.in.gov

Indiana Department of Transportation
Lauren Wilburn, INDOT PM
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Natural Resource Conservation Service
Indiana Suboffice

John Allen, Acting State Soil Scientist
John.Allen@usda.gov

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Louisville District
RegulatoryApplicationsLRL@usace.army.mil

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Bloomington Indiana Field Office

Robin McWilliamstMunson, Field Supervisor
robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov

100 North Senate Avenue

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Eric J. Holcomb, Governor
Michael Smith, Commissioner

Vigo County Floodplain Administrator
Sydney.shahar@vigocounty.in.gov

Vigo County Commissioners
brendan.kearns@vigocounty.in.gov
mike.morris@vigocounty.in.gov
chris.switzer@vigocounty.in.gov

Vigo County Surveyor
Don.Furnas@VigoCounty.In.Gov

Vigo County Highway Department
larry.robbins@vigocounty.in.gov

Vigo County Emergency Management
ema@vigosheriff.in.gov

Terre Haute Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
Executive Director
jweir@terrehauteedc.com

Sugar Creek Consolidated Elementary School
4226 W Old US 40
West Terre Haute, IN 47885

Big Sprouts PrenSchool
3995 W Old US 40,
West Terre Haute, IN 47885

IDNR Reclamation Division
Director, Abandoned Mine Lands
cturpin@dnr.IN.gov
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THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

DNR #: ER-25046

Request Received: October 3, 2022

Requestor: Metric Environmental
Joshua Netherton
6958 Hillsdale Court
Indianapolis, IN 46250

Project:

County/Site info:

Regulatory Assessment:

Natural Heritage Database:

Fish & Wildlife Comments:

|I-70 EB rest area modernization at Clear Creek Rest Area at mile marker 2 with a new
sewer line; Des #1902855

Vigo

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced
project per your request. Our agency offers the following comments for your
information and in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations
contained in this letter may become requirements of any permit issued. If we do not
have permitting authority, all recommendations are voluntary.

This proposal will require the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act (IC 14-28-1) for any proposal to construct, excavate, or fill in or on the
floodway of Clear Creek, unless it qualifies for a general license under Administrative
Rule 312 IAC 10-5 that applies to utility line crossings (see enclosure). Please include
a copy of this letter with the permit application if the project does not meet the general
license criteria.

The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked.

The DNR, Division of Fish & Wildlife's Wabashiki Fish & Wildlife Area (FWA), Indiana
State University's Kieweg Woods, and a southwestern lowlands mesic upland forest
natural community are located within 1/2 mile of the project area. The Division of
Nature Preserves does not anticipate any impacts to the natural community as a result
of this project.

Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest
extent possible, and compensate for impacts. The following are recommendations that
address potential impacts identified in the proposed project area:

1) Directional Boring:

We recommend that all creek or stream crossings be done using a trenchless method.
The length of the bore should include any forested riparian areas along the creek to
minimize impacts to forested habitat. Install erosion control measures such as silt
fencing or other appropriate devices around directional drilling pits in order to prevent
drilling mud from leaving the immediate area of the pit or entering the stream.

If the open-trench method is necessary and the only feasible option at any of the
planned stream crossings due to the site conditions, then the following measures
should be implemented:

a. Any open-trench stream crossing should be timed to coincide with the low-water time
of year (typically mid- to late-summer).

b. Restore disturbed streambanks using bioengineering bank stabilization methods and
revegetate disturbed banks with native trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants. Stream
bank slopes after project completion should be restored to stable-slope steepness (not
steeper than 2:1).

c. The cleared width through any forested area should be the minimum needed to install

Attachments: A - Utility Exemption Criteria
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

Attachments:

the line and no more than 20 feet wide through the forested area to allow the canopy to
close over the line.

d. Use graded stone or riprap to protect the section of trench below the normal water
level from scour or erosion (any stone or riprap fill in the streambed must not be placed
above the existing streambed elevation to avoid creating a fish passage obstruction).

2) Riparian Habitat:

In the tree clearing aerial overlay submitted, the green tree clearing polygon on the east
side of the rest area involves tree removal very close to the stream's banks (this is an
unnamed tributary to Clear Creek). A minimum 35' wide forested buffer should be
maintained between the cleared areas and the top of the bank on both sides of the
stream. For any unavoidable habitat impacts that will occur, we recommend a
mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the permit application, if required).
The DNR's Habitat Mitigation Guidelines (and plant lists) can be found online at:
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/20200527-IR-312200284NRA .xml.pdf.

Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum
2:1 ratio. If less than one acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting,
replacement should be at a 1:1 ratio based on area. Impacts to non-wetland forest
under one (1) acre in an urban setting should be mitigated by planting five trees, 1 inch
to 2 inches in diameter-at-breast height (dbh), for each tree which is removed that is 10"
dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based on the number of large trees) or by using the 1:1
replacement ratio based on area depending on the type of habitat impacted (individual
canopy tree removal in an urban streetscape or park-like environment versus removal
of habitat supporting a tree canopy, woody understory, and herbaceous layer). Impacts
under 0.10 acre in an urban area may still involve the replacement of large diameter
trees but typically do not require any additional mitigation or additional plantings beyond
seeding and stabilizing disturbed areas. There are exceptions for high quality habitat
sites however.

The mitigation site should be located in the floodway, downstream of the one (1) square
mile drainage area of that stream (or another stream within the 8-digit HUC, preferably
as close to the impact site as possible) and adjacent to existing forested riparian
habitat.

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or
compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources:

1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas with a mixture of native grasses, sedges,
wildflowers, and also native hardwood trees and shrubs if any woody plants are
disturbed during construction as soon as possible upon completion. Do not use any
varieties of Tall Fescue or other non-native plants, including prohibited invasive species
(see 312 IAC 18-3-25).

2. Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing
of trees and brush.

3. Do not work in the waterway from April 1 through June 30 without the prior written
approval of the Division of Fish and Wildlife.

4. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat or Northern Long-eared bat roosting
(greater than 5 inches dbh, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks,
crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30.

5. Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be
implemented to prevent sediment from entering the waterbody or leaving the
construction site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all
disturbed areas are stabilized.

6. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other
methods that are 3:1 or steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty,
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize

A - Utility Exemption Criteria
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State of Indiana
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment

the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles (follow
manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply mulch
on all other disturbed areas.

Contact Staff: Christie L. Stanifer, Environ. Coordinator, Fish & Wildlife
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service. Please contact the above
staff member at (317) 232-4080 if we can be of further assistance.

W L SW/M, Date: November 2, 2022
/

Christie L. Stanifer
Environ. Coordinator
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Attachments: A - Utility Exemption Criteria



United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Indiana Ecological Services Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273

In Reply Refer To: December 09, 2022
Project Code: 2023-0015386

Project Name: Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center
along I-70

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Region 3
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section?7/
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s7process/index.html. This website contains step-by-step instructions which will help you
determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species and will help lead you
through the Section 7 process. For all wind energy projects and projects that include
installing towers that use guy wires or are over 200 feet in height, please contact this field
office directly for assistance, even if no federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are
present within your proposed project or may be affected by your proposed project.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(©)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional,
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to-
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of
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Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the
header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
» Migratory Birds
» Wetlands
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Indiana Ecological Services Field Office
620 South Walker Street

Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

(812) 334-4261
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Project Summary

Project Code:
Project Name:

Project Type:
Project Description:

2023-0015386

Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome
Center along I-70

Road/Hwy - Maintenance/Modification

The Indiana Department of Transportation, with funding from Federal
Highway Administration, intends to proceed with a Rest Area
Modernization project at the Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70,
Vigo County, Indiana (Des. No. 1902855).

The project is located at a welcome center on I-70 in Vigo County
southwest of Terre Haute. The welcome center is located at mile marker 1
along the eastbound side of the highway. The project scope includes the
demolishing and replacement of the existing rest area buildings and the
reconfiguration of the parking areas to increase the number of car and
truck parking spaces. Current wastewater treatment at the welcome center
is carried out via a small package plant that discharges into a nearby
stream. A new wastewater pipe will be installed for the welcome center to
connect it to the municipal utility in Terre Haute. The wastewater pipe
will begin at the welcome center and travel north and east along Old US
40. A new submersible lift station will be installed along Old US 40; the
connection point for the wastewater pipe to tie into the municipal system
is being evaluated, with the most likely point being a mobile home park
on Gorham Place and the alternate point being a lift station at Darwin
Road. Construction of the wastewater pipe will involve horizontal
directional drilling along the roads that make up the route. Short-term lane
closures may be required to place the boring equipment. In that case,
traffic will be maintained with the use of flaggers. No lane closures will
be required on I-64. The welcome center will be closed to traffic during
construction. Utility easements will likely be needed along the roads as
the apparent existing Right-Of-Way (ROW) does not extend beyond the
edge of pavement. New ROW will also need to be purchased from land
east of the welcome center to accommodate the parking area expansion.
Temporary lighting may be required during construction. New permanent
light poles will be installed at the welcome center and rest area as part of
this remodel.

There is suitable summer habitat located within the project area. It is
anticipated that approximately 8.12 acres of trees will be removed from
the project area during the inactive season for bats in spring 2023. Of the
8.12 acres, 6.18 occur from 0 — 100 feet of paved surface. The remaining
1.94 acre is located within 100 to 300 feet of paved surface. A total 0.01
ac will be removed for new sewer line construction. No trees will be
removed beyond 300 ft of paved surface. The dominant tree species to be
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Project Location:

removed are black walnut (Juglans nigra), pin oak (Quercus palustris),
and eastern cottonwood (Populus deltoides). To mitigate for 1.94 acre of
tree impacts between 100 through 300 feet from edge of pavement, an in
lieu payment of $35,743.00 will be made to The Conservation Fund. This
generated amount is based on the following: 1.94 acres between 100-300
ft. x (1.75 County Multiplier) x $10,528.00 = $35,742.56 = $35,743.00.

A June 7, 2022, a review of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service database
did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species within 0.5 mile of
the project area. A total of six (6) building structures are located within
the project and will be demolished as part of project construction. A
Metric Environmental biologist completed an inspection of the buildings
on October 26, 2022. No evidence of use by bats was observed.

The project is scheduled to begin in May 2023 and be completed by
October 2024.

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/@39.4468248959999996,-87.49467544305207,14z

Wi Aarsh Bsam Tir

Counties: Vigo County, Indiana
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Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 3 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Ciritical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of

Commerce.
Mammals
NAME STATUS
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Insects
NAME STATUS
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S
JURISDICTION.
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Migratory Birds

Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act!' and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act?.

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below.

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918.
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940.
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the
USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your
project location. To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this
list is generated, see the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location,
nor a guarantee that every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact
locations of where birders and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project
area, visit the E-bird data mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species
on your list). For projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing
the relative occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to
additional information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your
migratory bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be
found below.

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and
breeding in your project area.

BREEDING
NAME SEASON
Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Breeds Sep 1 to
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention Jul 31
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types
of development or activities.
Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus Breeds May 20

This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  to Jul 31
and Alaska.

Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica Breeds Mar 15
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA  to Aug 25
and Alaska.
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NAME

Eastern Whip-poor-will Antrostomus vociferus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Field Sparrow Spizella pusilla
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Henslow's Sparrow Ammodramus henslowii
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3941

Kentucky Warbler Oporornis formosus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Prairie Warbler Dendroica discolor
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Red-headed Woodpecker Melanerpes erythrocephalus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions
(BCRs) in the continental USA

Wood Thrush Hylocichla mustelina
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA
and Alaska.

Probability Of Presence Summary

BREEDING
SEASON

Breeds May 1
to Aug 20

Breeds Mar 1 to
Aug 15

Breeds May 1
to Aug 31

Breeds Apr 20
to Aug 20

Breeds May 1
to Jul 31

Breeds Apr 1 to
Jul 31

Breeds May 10
to Sep 10

Breeds
elsewhere

Breeds May 10
to Aug 31

The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the
FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting

to interpret this report.

Probability of Presence ()

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week
months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see
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below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher
confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high.

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps:

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is
0.25.

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence
in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2.

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the
probability of presence score.

Breeding Season ()

Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project
area.

Survey Effort (/)

Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys.

No Data (-)
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week.

Survey Timeframe

Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse.

probability of presence breeding season | survey effort — no data
SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Bald Eagle
Non-BCC W R M- M R e - -l e e
Vulnerable
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Additional information can be found using the following links:

» Birds of Conservation Concern https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-birds/species

* Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/
collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds

= Nationwide conservation measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/nationwide-standard-conservation-measures.pdf

Migratory Birds FAQ

Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts
to migratory birds.
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Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly
important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits
may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site.

What does IPaC use to generate the list of migratory birds that potentially occur in my
specified location?

The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern
(BCC) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location.

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding,
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or
development.

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list
of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the Rapid Avian Information
Locator (RAIL) Tool.

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds
potentially occurring in my specified location?

The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing

collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets.

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me
about these graphs" link.

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering or migrating in my area?

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding,
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may query your location using the RAIL Tool and look
at the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each
bird in your results. If a bird on your migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated
with it, if that bird does occur in your project area, there may be nests present at some point
within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not
breed in your project area.

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds?
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Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern:

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands);

2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles)
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing).

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made,
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles,
please see the FAQs for these topics.

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects

For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical
Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage.

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring.

What if I have eagles on my list?
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur.

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report

The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of
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certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities,
should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell
me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page.
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Wetlands

Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

RIVERINE
» R2UBH

FRESHWATER FORESTED/SHRUB WETLAND
= PFO1A
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: Indiana Department of Transportation
Name: Jason Damm

Address: 6958 Hillsdale Court

City: Indianapolis

State: IN

Zip: 46250

Email  jasond@metricenv.com

Phone: 3176052392

Lead Agency Contact Information
Lead Agency: Department of Transportation
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Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Date & Time DOT Project Route/Facility .
of Assessment 26 October 2022 Number 1902855 Carried N/A e VIgO
Federal Structure Coordinates 39.441713 Structure Height Structure
Structure 1D Bldg ID # 840301 (latitude and longitude) -87-500270 (approximate) 30 Feet Length 176 Feet
Structure Type (check one) Structure Material (check all that apply)
Bridge Construction Style Deck Material |Beam Material |End/Back Wall Material
) { ) ‘ ” Metal None Concrete
IO Cast-in-place W f']fmo Pre-stressed Girder AL AL JC L Conorete Concreis -
X I—I—I Timber Steel Stone/Masonry
|O Flat Slab/Box | [ ~L__ |Q|steel I-beam Gpon ond S Sther
Other: Other: ;
|O Truss %% O)covered @ [] [] Creosote Evidence
l : ; OlYes |®[No
IO Parallel Box Beam | O Other: Culvert Material b Unknown
Culvert Type Other Structure getal Nofes:
oncrete
| O[Box Plastic
gpipemound (®|Rest Area Welcome Center [Jstone/Masonry
Other: Other:
__ L - =
Crossings Traversed (check all that apply) Surrounding Habitat (check all that apply)
Bare ground Open vegetation Agricultural Grassland
Rip-rap Closed vegetation Commercial Ranching
Flowing water Railroad Residential-urban Riparian/wetland
Standing water Road/trail - Type: Residential-rural X | Mixed use
Seasonal water X | Other: Rest Area Welcome Center X | Woodland/forested Other:
_____________ ___

Areas Assessed (check all that apply)
Check all areas that apply. If an area is not present in the structure, check the “not present” box.
Document all bat indicators observed during the assessment. Include the species present, if known, and provide photo documentation as indicated.

Area (check if assessed) Assessment Notes Evidence of Bats (include photos if present)
All crevices and cracks: Not present Audible | Species
Bridges/culverts: rough surfaces or Visual - live # dead # Odor
imperfections in concrete Guano Photos
Other structures: soffits, rafters, attic Staining
areas
Not present Audible |Species
Concrete surfaces (open roosting on Visual - live # dead # Odor
concrete) Guano Photos
Staining
X | Not present Audible |Species
I:I Spaces between concrete end walls Visual - live # dead # Odor
and the bridge deck Guano Photos
Staining
Crack between concrete railings on top | X ] Not present Audible [Species
D of the bridge deck Gap Visual - live # dead # Odor
- Guano Photos
Ralllng—ﬂzﬂ:ﬂ Staining
X | Not present Audible |Species
D Vertical surfaces on concrete I-beams Visual - live # dead # Odor
Guano Photos
Staining
X JNot present Audible |Species
e Visual - live # dead # Odor
|:| Spaces between walls, ceiling joists Goaro rotos
Staining
X fNot present Audible |Species
I:] Weep holes, scupper drains, and Visual - live # dead # Odor
inlets/pipes Guano Photos
Staining
X || Not present Audible |Species
. . Visual - live # dead # Odor
D All guiderails Goaro rotos
Staining
X | Not present Audible |Species
L Visual - live # dead # Odor
|:| All expansion joints Goaro rolos
Staining
Name: Elijah Weber Signature: C‘Z/ﬁ/ﬁ L(/aé%

Last revised April 2020 C-24 Assessment Form



Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Date ime DO roject Ro_te/Facilit .

o Aossssmant 26 October 2022 |§ oo 1902855 corica N/A Co nt_Vigo
Federal tr_ct re Coordinates 39441269 tr ct re eight tr ct re

tr ct re ID Bldg ID # 840302 latit de and longit de -87.500226 a_ro imate 20 Feet ength 25 Feet
Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec allthata |

O r ss
|ISide View

Co ered @

[ ]

I:I Other

Creosote Evidence

Bridge Construction Style Deck Material |Beam Material |End/Back Wall Material
. | . ‘ ’ etal None Concrete
IO Cast-in- lace i f']fmo re-stressed irder AL AL JC L Conorte Concrots ber
I—I—I imber teel tone/ asonr
|O Flat lab/Bo [ [ ~L__17 |O)| teel l-beam S onord . Sther
O Other

IO arallel Bo Beam 1 h l Other Culvert Material 8 es [®[no
n no n
Culvert Type Other Structure Cetal Nofes:
oncrete

O[Bo L. lastic

i e/Ro_nd (®|Covered Picnic Area fone/_asonr
§Other _Other
Crossings Traversed chec allthata | Surrounding Habitat chec allthata |

Bare gro nd O en egetation Agric It ral rassland

Ri -ra Closed egetation Commercial Ranching

Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and

Flo ing ater Railroad Residential- rban Ri arian/ etland
tanding ater Road/trail - e Residential-r ral X] ied se
easonal ater X | Other Rest Area Covered Picnic Area X Woodland/ orested Other

_____________ __

Areas Assessed chec allthata |
Chec allareasthata | .| anareais not resentinthe str ct re chec the not resent bo .

ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.

Area chec i assessed

Assessment Notes

Evidence of Bats incl de hotosi resent

All cre ices and crac s

Not resent A dible | ecies
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s races or Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
im er ections in concrete ano hotos
Other structures: so its raters attic taining
areas
Not resent A dible ecies
Concrete s races o en roosting on Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
concrete ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:I aces bet een concrete end alls Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
and the bridge dec ano hotos
taining
Crac bet een concrete railings onto [ X]Not resent A dible ecies
|:| o the bridge dec Gap Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
- ano hotos
Ralllng—ﬂzﬂ:ﬂ —
taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
D Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
|:| aces bet een alls ceiling joists Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]Wee holes sc  erdrains and Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
inlets/ i es ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]A” g iderails Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
|:|AII e ansion joints Vis al-lie# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining

Name Elijah Weber

ignat re C‘Z/M We,ém

Last revised April 2020
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Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Date ime DO roject Ro_te/Facilit .
o Assassmont 26 October 2022 [N mmer - 1902855 oo N/A Co nt_Vigo
Federal tr_ct re Coordinates 39.442484 tr ct re eight tr ct re
tr ct re ID Bldg ID # 840310 latit de and longit de -87.498677 a_ro imate 25 Feet ength 38 Feet
Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec allthata |
Bridge Construction Style Deck Material |Beam Material |End/Back Wall Material
) { ) ‘ ” etal None Concrete
IO Cast-in- lace W f']fmo re-stressed irder ,_[| { & Conorote Concrote bor
I—I—I imber teel tone/ asonr
|O Flat lab/Bo | | [ O teel I-beam O en grid imber Other
Other Other ;
|O rss %% O)|co ered @ [] [] Creosote Evidence
IO arallel Bo Beam h l O Other Culvert Material 8 es [©INo
n no n
Culvert Type Other Structure Cetal Nofes:
oncrete
OlBo o lastic
§ i e/Ro nd @ Rest Area O tb |Id|ng #1 tone/ asonr
Other Other
__ L - =
Crossings Traversed chec allthata | Surrounding Habitat chec allthata |
Bare gro nd O en egetation Agric It ral rassland
Ri -ra Closed egetation Commercial Ranching
Flo ing ater Railroad Residential- rban Ri arian/ etland
tanding ater Road/trail - e Residential-r ral X] ied se
easonal ater X JOther RestArea 0 b ilding # 1 XJWoodland/ orested Other
_____________ __

Areas Assessed chec all thata

Chec all areas that a

| .1 anareais not resentinthe str ct re chec the not resent bo .

Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.
Area chec i assessed Assessment Notes Evidence of Bats incl de hotosi resent
All cre ices and crac s Not resent A dible | ecies
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s r aces or Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
im er ections in concrete ano hotos
Other structures: so its raters attic taining
areas
Not resent A dible ecies
Concrete s races o en roosting on Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
concrete ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:I aces bet een concrete end alls Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
and the bridge dec ano hotos
taining
Crac bet een concrete railings onto [ X]Not resent A dible ecies
|:| o the bridge dec Gap Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
- ano hotos
Ralllng—ﬂzﬂ:ﬂ taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
D Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
|:| aces bet een alls ceiling joists Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]Wee holes sc  erdrains and Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
inlets/ i es ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]A” g iderails Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
|:|AII e ansion joints Vis al-lie# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
Name Elijah Weber ignat re (‘Zi«d/ﬁ Weber

Last revised April 2020
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Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Date ime DO roject Ro_te/Facilit .
o Assassmont 26 October 2022 [N mmer - 1902855 oo N/A Co nt_Vigo
Federal tr ct re Coordinates 39442472 tr ct re eight tr ct re
tr ct re ID Bldg ID # 840314 latit de and longit de -87.498141 a_ro imate 12 Feet ength 10 Feet
Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec allthata |
Bridge Construction Style Deck Material |Beam Material |End/Back Wall Material
) { ) ‘ ” etal None Concrete
IO Cast-in- lace W f']fmo re-stressed irder ,_[| L & Conorote Concrote bor
I—I—I imber teel tone/ asonr
|O Flat lab/Bo | | [ O teel I-beam O en grid imber Other
Other Other ;
|O rss %% O)|co ered @ [] [] Creosote Evidence
IO arallel Bo Beam h l O Other Culvert Material 8 es [©INo
nno n
Culvert Type Other Structure Cetal Nofes:
oncrete
OlBo o lastic
§ i e/Ro nd @ Rest Area O tb |Id|ng #2 tone/ asonr
Other Other
__ - - =
Crossings Traversed chec allthata | Surrounding Habitat chec allthata |
Bare gro nd O en egetation Agric It ral rassland
Ri -ra Closed egetation Commercial Ranching
Flo ing ater Railroad Residential- rban Ri arian/ etland
tanding ater Road/trail - e Residential-r ral X] ied se
easonal ater X JOther RestAreao i ilding #2 XJWoodland/ orested Other
N _

Areas Assessed chec all thata

Chec all areas that a

| .1 anareais not resentinthe str ct re chec the not resent bo .

Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.
Area chec i assessed Assessment Notes Evidence of Bats incl de hotosi resent
All cre ices and crac s Not resent A dible | ecies
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s r aces or Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
im er ections in concrete ano hotos
Other structures: so its raters attic taining
areas
Not resent A dible ecies
Concrete s races o en roosting on Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
concrete ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:I aces bet een concrete end alls Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
and the bridge dec ano hotos
taining
Crac bet een concrete railings onto [ X]Not resent A dible ecies
|:| o the bridge dec Gap Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
- ano hotos
Ralllng—ﬂzﬂ:ﬂ taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
D Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
|:| aces bet een alls ceiling joists Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]Wee holes sc  erdrains and Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
inlets/ i es ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]A” g iderails Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
|:|AII e ansion joints Vis al-lie# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
Name Elijah Weber ignat re C‘Z/@é Weber

Last revised April 2020
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Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Date ime DO  roject Ro te/Facilit .
o Assessment 26 October 2022 [N moer . 1902855 comied —~ N/A Co nt \/igo
Federal tr_ct re Coordinates 39442465 tr ct re eight tr ct re
tr ct re ID Bldg ID # 840313 latit de and longit de -87.498277 a_ro imate 8 Feet ength S Feet
Structure Type chec one Structure Material chec allthata |
Bridge Construction Style Deck Material |Beam Material |End/Back Wall Material
) { ) ‘ ” etal None Concrete
IO Cast-in- lace W f']fmo re-stressed irder AL AL JC L Conoreie Conarete bor
I—I—I imber teel tone/ asonr
|O Flat lab/Bo [ [ ~L__17 |O)| teel l-beam 5 onond e Sther
Other Other ;
|O rss %% O)|co ered @ [] [] Creosote Evidence
IO arallel Bo Beam | | O|other Culvert Material Qf es [©[no
6 n no n
tal N
Culvert Type Other Structure Ce 2 Nofes:
oncrete
OlBo o lastic
i e/Ro_nd (®|Rest Area O tb ilding #3 fone/_asonr
Other _Other
________
Crossings Traversed chec allthata | Surrounding Habitat chec allthata |
Bare gro nd O en egetation Agric It ral rassland
Ri -ra Closed egetation Commercial Ranching
Flo ing ater Railroad Residential- rban Ri arian/ etland
tanding ater Road/trail - e Residential-r ral X] ied se
easonal ater X JOther RestAreao i ilding #3 X | Woodland/ orested Other
_____________ __
Areas Assessed chec allthata |
Chec allareasthata | .| anareais not resentinthe str ct re chec the not resent bo .
Doc ment all bat indicators obser ed d ring the assessment. Incl de the s ecies resent i no n and ro ide hoto doc mentation as indicated.
Area chec i assessed Assessment Notes Evidence of Bats incl de hotosi resent
All cre ices and crac s Not resent A dible | ecies
Bridges/culverts: ro gh s races or Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
im er ections in concrete ano hotos
Other structures: so its raters attic taining
areas
Not resent A dible ecies
Concrete s races o en roosting on Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
concrete ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:I aces bet een concrete end alls Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
and the bridge dec ano hotos
taining
Crac bet een concrete railings onto [ X]Not resent A dible ecies
|:| o the bridge dec Gap Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
- ano hotos
Ralllng—ﬂzﬂ:ﬂ taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
D Vertical s r aces on concrete I-beams Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X JNot resent A dible ecies
|:| aces bet een alls ceiling joists Vis al-le# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]Wee holes sc  erdrains and Vis al-li e # dead # Odor
inlets/ i es ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
I:]A” g iderails Vis al-li e# dead # Odor
ano hotos
taining
X Not resent A dible ecies
[ Jane ansion joints Vis al-li e # dead # Qdor
ano hotos
taining
Name Elijah Weber ignat re C'_Zi’dé Waém
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Bridge/Structure Bat Assessment Form

Date & Time DOT Project Route/Facility .
of Assessment 26 October 2022 Number 1902855 Carried N/A County VIgO
Federal Structure Coordinates 39.442463 Structure Height Structure
Structure 1D Bldg ID # 840311 (latitude and longitude) -87-498368 (approximate) 8 Feet Length 4 Feet
Structure Type (check one) Structure Material (check all that apply)
Bridge Construction Style Deck Material |Beam Material |End/Back Wall Material
) { ) ‘ ” Metal None Concrete
IO Cast-in-place i f']fmo Pre-stressed Girder AL AL JC L T Concreis -
X I—I—I Timber Steel Stone/Masonry
|O Flat Slab/Box | | [ O Steel I-beam Open grid Timber Other:
Other: Other: .
|O Truss M ALY O|covered @ ] (] Creosote Evidence
. ; OlYes [®©]No
IO Parallel Box Beam m O Other: Culvert Material OlUnknown
Culvert Type Other Structure '\Cnetal Nofes:
oncrete
| O[Box o Plastic
§Pipe/Round (®|Rest Area Outbuilding #4 | stoneMasony
Other: Other:
__ L - -
Crossings Traversed (check all that apply) Surrounding Habitat (check all that apply)
Bare ground Open vegetation Agricultural Grassland
Rip-rap Closed vegetation Commercial Ranching
Flowing water Railroad Residential-urban Riparian/wetland
Standing water Road/trail - Type: Residential-rural X ] Mixed use
Seasonal water X JOther: Rest Area Outbuilding #4 X | Woodland/forested Other:
_____________ __

Areas Assessed (check all that apply)
Check all areas that apply. If an area is not present in the structure, check the “not present” box.
Document all bat indicators observed during the assessment. Include the species present, if known, and provide photo documentation as indicated.

Area (check if assessed) Assessment Notes Evidence of Bats (include photos if present)
All crevices and cracks: Not present Audible | Species
Bridges/culverts: rough surfaces or Visual - live # dead # Odor
imperfections in concrete Guano Photos
Other structures: soffits, rafters, attic Staining
areas
Not present Audible |Species
Concrete surfaces (open roosting on Visual - live # dead # Odor
concrete) Guano Photos
Staining
X JNot present Audible |Species
I:I Spaces between concrete end walls Visual - live # dead # Odor
and the bridge deck Guano Photos
Staining
Crack between concrete railings on top [ X ] Not present Audible | Species
D of the bridge deck Gap Visual - live # dead # Odor
- Guano Photos
Ralllng—ﬂzﬂ:ﬂ Staining
X | Not present Audible |Species
D Vertical surfaces on concrete I-beams Visual - live # dead # Odor
Guano Photos
Staining
X JNot present Audible |Species
e Visual - live # dead # Odor
|:| Spaces between walls, ceiling joists Goaro rotos
Staining
X | Not present Audible |Species
I:] Weep holes, scupper drains, and Visual - live # dead # Odor
inlets/pipes Guano Photos
Staining
X | Not present Audible |Species
. . Visual - live # dead # Odor
D All guiderails Goaro rotos
Staining
X ]| Not present Audible |Species
L Visual - live # dead # Odor
|:| All expansion joints Goaro rotos
Staining
Name: Elijah Weber Signature: C‘Z/«M Weben
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

IPaC U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Endangered Species Act Review

EVALUATING: FHWA, FRA, FTA PROGRAMMATIC CONSULTATION FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS AFFECTING NLEB OR INDIANA BAT

Qualification interview

The following questions will determine whether this key applies to your project and provide guidance to help you make
appropriate determinations for the species covered by this key.

1. Is the project within the range of the Indiana bat!'1? 001

[1] See Indiana bat species profile

(@ Automatically answered

Yes

2. Is the project within the range of the Northern long-eared bat!'1? 002

[1] See Northern long-eared bat species profile

(@ Automatically answered

Yes

3. Which Federal Agency is the lead for the action? 003

(@ A) Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)

C-30
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

4. Are all project activities limited to non-constructiont™ activities only? (examples of non-construction activities 004
include: bridge/abandoned structure assessments, surveys, planning and technical studies, property inspections, and
property sales)

[1] Construction refers to activities involving ground disturbance, percussive noise, and/or lighting.

« No

5. Does the project include any activities that are greater than 300 feet from existing road/rail surfaces!'? 005

[1] Road surface is defined as the actively used [e.g. motorized vehicles] driving surface and shoulders [may be pavement, gravel, etc.]
and rail surface is defined as the edge of the actively used rail ballast.

@ No

6. Does the project include any activities within 0.5 miles of a known Indiana bat and/or NLEB hibernaculum('’? 007

[1] For the purpose of this consultation, a hibernaculum is a site, most often a cave or mine, where bats hibernate during the winter
(see suitable habitat), but could also include bridges and structures if bats are found to be hibernating there during the winter.

« No

7.1s the project located within a karst area? 010

W« No

8. Is there any suitablel'l summer habitat for Indiana Bat or NLEB within the project action areal?? (includes any 012
trees suitable for maternity, roosting, foraging, or travelling habitat)

[1] See the Service’'s summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

C-31
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM

10.

11.

IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

[2] The action area is defined as all areas to be affected directly or indirectly by the Federal action and not merely the immediate area
involved in the action (50 CFR Section 402.02). Further clarification is provided by the User's Guide for the Range-wide Programmatic

Consultation for Indiana Bat and Northern Long-eared Bat.

W Yes

. Will the project remove any suitable summer habitat!" and/or remove/trim any existing trees within suitable 013

summer habitat?

[1] See the Service’'s summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

(¥ Yes

Will the project clear more than 20 acres of suitable habitat per 5-mile section of road/rail? 014
W« No

Have presence/probable absence (P/A) summer surveys!'?l been conducted®1 within the suitable habitat 017

located within your project action area?

[1] See the Service's summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

[2] Presence/probable absence summer surveys conducted within the fall swarming/spring emergence home range of a documented
Indiana bat hibernaculum (contact local Service Field Office for appropriate distance from hibernacula) that result in a negative finding
requires additional consultation with the local Service Field Office to determine if clearing of forested habitat is appropriate and/or if
seasonal clearing restrictions are needed to avoid and minimize potential adverse effects on fall swarming and spring emerging
Indiana bats.

[3] For projects within the range of either the Indiana bat or NLEB in which suitable habitat is present, and no bat surveys have been
conducted, the transportation agency will assume presence of the appropriate species. This assumption of presence should be based
upon the presence of suitable habitat and the capability of bats to occupy it because of their mobility.

[4] Negative presence/probable absence survey results obtained using the summer survey guidance are valid for a minimum of two

years from the completion of the survey unless new information (e.g., other nearby surveys) suggest otherwise.
C-32
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

¥ No

12. Does the project include activities within documented Indiana bat habitat['1]? 022.Q

[1]1 Documented roosting or foraging habitat - for the purposes of this consultation, we are considering documented habitat as that
where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been captured and tracked using (1) radio telemetry to roosts; (2) radio telemetry
biangulation/triangulation to estimate foraging areas; or (3) foraging areas with repeated use documented using acoustics.
Documented roosting habitat is also considered as suitable summer habitat within 0.25 miles of documented roosts.)

[2] For the purposes of this key, we are considering documented corridors as that where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been
captured and tracked to using (1) radio telemetry; or (2) treed corridors located directly between documented roosting and foraging
habitat.

¥ No

13. Will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees occur within suitable but undocumented Indiana bat 026.Q
roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors?

v Yes

14. What time of year will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees within suitable but undocumented Indiana 027
bat roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors occurt'l?

[1] Coordinate with the local Service Field Office for appropriate dates.

(@ B) During the inactive season

15. Does the project include activities within documented NLEB habitat!'121? 030.Q

[1]1 Documented roosting or foraging habitat - for the purposes of this consultation, we are considering documented habitat as that
where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been captured and tracked using (1) radio telemetry to roosts; (2) radio telemetry
biangulation/triangulation to estimate foraging areas; or (3) foraging areas with repeated use documented using acoustics.
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

Documented roosting habitat is also considered as suitable summer habitat within 0.25 miles of documented roosts.)

[2] For the purposes of this key, we are considering documented corridors as that where Indiana bats and/or NLEB have actually been
captured and tracked to using (1) radio telemetry; or (2) treed corridors located directly between documented roosting and foraging
habitat.

« No

16. Will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees occur within suitable but undocumented NLEB 034.Q
roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors?

(¥ Yes

17. What time of year will the removal or trimming of habitat or trees within suitable but undocumented NLEB 035
roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors occur?

(@ B) During the inactive season

18. Will any tree trimming or removal occur within 100 feet of existing road/rail surfaces? 043
@ Yes

19. Will any tree trimming or removal occur between 100-300 feet of existing road/rail surfaces? 044
W Yes

20. Are alltrees that are being removed clearly demarcated? 047
v Yes

C-34
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM
21

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

. Will the removal of habitat or the removal/trimming of trees include installing new or replacing existing

permanent lighting?

(@ Yes

Does the project include wetland or stream protection activities associated with compensatory wetland
mitigation?

W« No

Does the project include slash pile burning?

« No

Does the project include any bridge removal, replacement, and/or maintenance activities (e.g., any bridge repair,
retrofit, maintenance, and/or rehabilitation work)?

@ No

Does the project include the removal, replacement, and/or maintenance of any structure other than a bridge?
(e.g., rest areas, offices, sheds, outbuildings, barns, parking garages, etc.)

W Yes

s there any suitable habitat!"! for Indiana bat or NLEB within 1,000 feet of the structure? (includes any trees
suitable for maternity, roosting, foraging, or travelling habitat)

[1] See the Service's current summer survey guidance for our current definitions of suitable habitat.

W Yes

C-35

049

053

055

057

089

090

6/10



12/9/22, 9:15 AM

27.

28.

29.

IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

Has a structure assessment!'! been conducted within the last 24 months[?! to determine if bats are using the 091
structure(s)?

[1] Structure assessment for occupied buildings means a cursory inspection for bat use. For abandoned buildings a more thorough
evaluation is required (See User Guide Appendix D for bridge/abandoned structure assessment guidance).

[2] Assessments must be completed no more than 2 years prior to conducting any work on the structures, regardless of whether
assessments have been conducted in the past. Due to the transitory nature of bat use, a negative result in one year does not
guarantee that bats will not use that structure in subsequent years.

(@ Yes

(&l Bat Inspection Map.jpg

21-0049-3_1902855_Metric Bat InspF_10262022.pdf
21-0049-3 1902855_Metric Bat InspD_10262022.pdf
21-0049-3 1902855 _Metric Bat InspC _10262022.pdf
21-0049-3_1902855_Metric Bat InspA_10262022.pdf
21-0049-3_1902855_Metric Bat InspB_10262022.pdf

Did the structure assessment detect any signs of Indiana bats and/or NLEBs roosting in/under the structure 092
(bats, guano, etc.)['1?

[1]11f bridge assessment detects signs of any species of bats, coordination with the local FWS office is needed to identify potential
threatened or endangered bat species. Additional studies may be undertaken to try to identify which bat species may be utilizing the

bridge prior to allowing any work to proceed.

« No

Will the structure removal, replacement, and/or maintenance activities include installing new or replacing 108.Q
existing permanent lighting?

(@ Yes
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

30. Will the project involve the use of temporary lighting during the active season? 110
(¥ Yes

31. Is there any suitable habitat within 1,000 feet of the location(s) where temporary lighting will be used? 111
v Yes

32. Will the project install any new or replace any existing permanent lighting in addition to the lighting already 117

indicated for habitat removal (including the removal or trimming of trees) or bridge/structure removal, replacement
or maintenance activities?

(@ Yes

33. Is there any suitable habitat within 1,000 feet of the location(s) where permanent lighting (other than the 118
lighting already indicated for habitat removal (including the removal or trimming of trees) or bridge/structure
removal, replacement or maintenance activities) will be installed or replaced?

(@ Yes

34. Does the project include percussives or other activities (not including tree removal/trimming or 119.Q
bridge/structure work) that will increase noise levels above existing traffic/background levels?

« No

35. Are all project activities that are not associated with habitat removal, tree removal/trimming, bridge and/or 129.Q

structure activities, temporary or permanent lighting, or use of percussives, limited to actions that DO NOT cause any
additional stressors to the bat species?

Examples: lining roadways, unlighted signage , rail road crossing signals, signal lighting, and minor road repair such as asphalt fill of
potholes, etc.

C-37
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70

( Yes

36. Will the project raise the road profile above the tree canopy? 131

¥ No

37. Are the project activities that are not associated with habitat removal, tree removal/trimming, bridge and/or B020-NE
structure activities, temporary or permanent lighting, or use of percussives consistent with a No Effect determination

in this key?
(@ Automatically answered

Yes, other project activities are limited to actions that DO NOT cause any additional stressors to the bat
species as described in the BA/BO

38. Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Not Likely to Adversely Affect determination BO69-NLAA
in this key?

(@ Automatically answered

Yes, because the tree removal/trimming that occurs outside of the Indiana bat's active season occurs greater
than 0.5 miles from the nearest hibernaculum, is less than 100 feet from the existing road/rail surface,
includes clear demarcation of the trees that are to be removed, and does not alter documented roosts
and/or surrounding summer habitat within 0.25 miles of a documented roost.

39. Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Likely to Adversely Affect determination in BO72-LAA
this key?
(@ Automatically answered

Yes, because the tree removal that occurs outside the Indiana bat's active season is 100-300 feet from the
existing road/rail surface, and is not in documented roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors.
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12/9/22, 9:15 AM IPaC: ESA Determination Key interview - Des. 1902855, Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Welcome Center along I-70
40. Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Not Likely to Adversely Affect determination B083-NLAA

in this key?
(@ Automatically answered

Yes, because the tree removal/trimming that occurs outside of the NLEB's active season occurs greater than
0.5 miles from the nearest hibernaculum, is less than 100 feet from the existing road/rail surface, includes
clear demarcation of the trees that are to be removed, and does not alter documented roosts and/or
surrounding summer habitat within 0.25 miles of a documented roost.

41. Is the habitat removal portion of this project consistent with a Likely to Adversely Affect determination in BO91-LAA
this key?
(@ Automatically answered

Yes, because the tree removal that occurs outside the NLEB's active season is 100-300 feet from the existing
road/rail surface, and is not in documented roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors.

42. Is the structure removal, replacement, or maintenance activities portion of this project consistent with a No  B105-NE
Effect determination in this key?

(@ Automatically answered
Yes, because the structure has been assessed using the criteria documented in the BA and no signs of bats

were detected

EVALUATION PROGRESS

The Service reclassified the NLEB as an endangered species on November 30, 2022. As a result,
the 2018 PBO requires reinitiation under 50 CFR 8402.16. A revised 2022 PBO will be available in
early 2023. Therefore, we recommend you use the 2022 FHWA, FRA, FTA PBO to complete
consultation on your project.

C-39
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 North Senate Avenue PHONE: (317) 232-5113 Eric Holcomb, Governor

Room N758-ES FAX: (317) 233-4929 Michael Smith, Commissioner
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

December 13, 2022

Robin McWilliams Munson
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403

Re: Programmatic Informal Consultation for the Indiana Bat and Northern LongnEared Bat
Des. No. 1902855

Clear Creek Welcome Center Modernization, 1170

Vigo County, Indiana

Dear Ms. McWilliams Munson:

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) is acting on behalf of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
submitting this letter for standard informal consultation for the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and Northern longneared bat
(Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB). Based on the determination key provided on pages 23 1 32 below, the project is within
the scope of the Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects in the Range of the Indiana Bat and
Northern Long-Eared Bat due to proposed tree clearing between 100 feet to 300 feet from edge of pavement. In addition,
the NLEB will be uplisted to federally endangered after the beginning of the year, 2023. Therefore, reminitiation of
consultation may be required after January 30, 2023, when the new listing status takes effect.

Background
The project is located on I170, in Vigo County, Indiana, at mile marker 1, approximately 4.1 miles west of Terre Haute.

Specifically, the project is located within Sections 34 and 35, Township 12 North, Range 10 West of the Dennisville,
Indiana 7.51minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle. The need for the In70 Clear Creek
Welcome Center Modernization project is due to insufficient parking spaces and rest area facilities for the present and
projected traffic volumes on I170, as well as inadequate water supply and sewage for wastewater processing.

The project study area was entered into the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and
Construction (IPaC) website to obtain the Official Species List on December 9, 2022 (pages 7 to 22). A location map (page
36), project plans (pages 47 149), and tree removal graphics (pages 44 146) are provided below.

Proposed Improvements

The preferred alternative is to demolish and replace the existing welcome center and to reconfigure the parking lots to
increase truck parking spaces. New permanent light poles will be installed as part of this remodel. New wastewater and
water main routes will be installed for the welcome center. The proposed sanitary sewer route will follow W Old US 40
to connect with the existing lift station in the Town of Larimer Hill. The project area will encompass approximately 52.5
acres.

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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A new wastewater pipe will be installed for the welcome center to connect it to the municipal utility in Larimer Hill. The
wastewater pipe will begin at the welcome center and travel north below 1170 to W Old US 40, following W Old US 40 to
until it terminates at South Thorpe Place. A tietin line extends north at South Gorham Place extending the line to the 40
West Mobile Home Park on the north side of National Avenue. The total length of the proposed wastewater pipe is
approximately 1.2 miles. Construction of the wastewater pipe will involve horizontal directional drilling along the roads
that make up the route. The Town of West Terre Haute will be responsible for maintaining traffic throughout the project
area on local roads for the water line installation, but only temporary impacts are expected. Shortiterm lane closures
may be required to place equipment or enable the boring equipment, in which case traffic will be maintained with the
use of flaggers. Traffic will be maintained on I170. The welcome center will be closed to traffic during construction, with
standard barricades used to block off the entrances. Motorists will be advised of the work area with advanced sign
placement, and signs that advertise the presence of the rest area will be placarded to indicate that the rest area is closed.
No official or unofficial detour routes are anticipated during construction. No bridges or culverts are located within the
project limits.

A total of 6.15 acres of trees will be removed from the project area to expand the parking areas, allow construction of
new rest areas, and installation of new sanitary sewer lines. Of these 6.15 acres, 1.89 acres will be removed from the
existing edge of pavement to 100 feet and 4.25 acres will be removed between 100 to 300 feet from edge of pavement.
An additional 0.01 acre will be removed for new sewer line construction. No trees will be removed beyond 300 feet of
paved surface.

RightrofniWay
An estimated six easements will be needed along local roads outside of the 1170 Rightrofiway (ROW) for construction of

the wastewater route. No new permanent or temporary ROW will be necessary for project construction.

Construction Schedule
The project is scheduled to begin in May 2023 and be completed by October 2024. Tree removal is planned to be
conducted prior to March 31, 2023.

Existing Habitat and Bat Data
The project area includes grass and trees within approximately 52.5 acres. Adjacent land use includes primarily
agricultural, fragmented forest, and residential.

A review of the USFWS database did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species within 0.5 mile of the project
area (page 6).

On October 26, 2022, a qualified Metric biologist inspected the six buildings within the I170 Clear Creek Welcome Center.
No signs of bats were seen or heard (pages 50 to 56).

On December 9, 2022, project information was submitted through the USFWS’s Information for Planning and
Consultation (IPaC) portal, and an official species list was generated (pages 7 1 22). There are no additional species or
critical habitats within the project area under the jurisdiction of USFWS.

The Indiana Department of Natural Resource, Division of Fish and Wildlife (IDNRIDFW) responded on November 2, 2022,
to the early coordination letter dated October 3, 2022. IDNRTIDFW indicated that the Natural Heritage Program identified
that the IDNRIDFW Wabashiki Fish & Wildlife Area (FWA), Indiana State University's Kieweg Woods, and a southwestern
lowlands mesic upland forest natural community are located within 0.5 mile of the project area. The Division of Nature
Preserves does not anticipate any impacts to the natural community as a result of this project. The IDNRIDFW response
letter can be found on pages 33 to 35.

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Water Resources and Wetland Impacts

The project area was surveyed for the presence of Waters of the U.S. by Metric Environmental on April 25, 2022. Six
streams, totaling 4,662 linear feet (LFT), and two wetlands, totaling 0.188 acre, were identified within the welcome center
project limits during the field reconnaissance. A second visit was completed on June 28, 2022, to examine the proposed
sanitary sewer route corridor for Waters of the U.S. Two streams, totaling 364 linear feet (LFT) were identified within the
sanitary sewer route corridor during the field reconnaissance. No wetlands were observed. The stream and wetland
features were determined Waters of the U.S. Owing to the use of HDD for installation, there will be no impacts to any
streams during this project to include the installation of new water and sewer lines.

The following stream features will be impacted as part of project construction at the In70 Clear Creek Welcome Center.
The streams are shown in the aerial photographs on pages 37 143 and are summarized below.

Clear Creek Welcome Center
!  Stream: Unnamed Tributary (UNT) 1 to Clear Creek (2,006 LFT) is in the northeastern portion of the project area.
1 Stream: UNT 5 to Clear Creek (227 LFT) is in the southeastern portion of the project area.

The following stream and wetland features will not be impacted as part of project construction at the In70 Clear Creek
Welcome Center. and wetlands

Clear Creek Welcome Center

Stream: UNT 2 to Clear Creek (412 LFT) is in the northwestern portion of the project area.

Stream: UNT 3 to Clear Creek (52 LFT) is in the northwestern portion of the project area and occurs outside of
the construction limits.

Stream: UNT 4 to Clear Creek (1,650 LFT) is in the northern portion of the project area.

Stream: UNT 6 to Clear Creek (315 LFT) is in the southwestern portion of the project area.

Wetland A (0.163 acre) is in the eastern portion of the project area.

Wetland B (0.025 acre) is in the western portion of the project area.

= —=

= —a —a —a

New Sewer Line — No impacts are anticipated to any feature owing to use of HDD for installation.
T Stream: Clear Creek (258 LFT)
T Stream: UNT 1 to Clear Creek (106 LFT)

Permanent Impacts
Overall, there will be 163.91 cubic yards (CYS) of permanent impact within 0.051 acre of streams for a total of 205 linear
feet (LFT) of stream impact.

UNT 1 to Clear Creek will be permanently impacted by 111.11 CYS of permanent impact over 0.034 acre below the
ordinary highnwater mark (OHWM), for a total of 150 LFT of permanent impact.

UNT 5 to Clear Creek will be permanently impacted by 52.8 CYS of permanent impact over 0.017 acre below the OHWM,
for a total of 55 LFT of permanent impact.

UNT 2 to Clear Creek, UNT 3 to Clear Creek, UNT 4 to Clear Creek, and UNT 6 to Clear Creek, and Wetland A and Wetland
B, will not be permanently impacted.

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Habitat Impacts

The dominant tree species at the project area are black walnut (Juglans nigra), pin oak (Quercus palustris), and eastern
cottonwood (Populus deltoides). Based on the presence of forest that contains mature trees, it is considered likely
“suitable summer habitat.”

During construction, noise and vibrations within the project area will include removing portions of existing concrete to
construct the improvements, which would increase above current levels. Tree clearing is needed to construct the
additional parking areas and buildings. The proposed tree clearing is shown on the aerial photographs on page 44 1 46
and is summarized below. The tree removal aerial for the welcome center on page 44 is expressed in distance from It
70 and includes all areas within the project limits. Tree clearing will not exceed 20 acres per 5tmile section of roadway.
The building demolitions will occur during active bat season.

Table 1. Clear Creek Welcome Center — In70 Tree Clearing Summary
Tree Removal Acreage by Distance from Existing Paved Surface

Within 0 to 100 feet Within 100 to 300 feet Greater than 300 feet Total Acres
Welcome 1.89 4.5 0.00 6.14
Center
Sanitary 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01
Sewer Route
Total 1.9 4.25 0.00 6.15

The project will impact 4.25 acres of trees to be removed between 100 feet and 300 feet from edge of pavement. To
mitigate for 4.25 acres of tree impacts between 1001300 feet from pavement edge, the amount to be paid to the Rangern
wide IntLieu Fee Program, to be administered by The Conservation Fund, shall be $78,302.00 (4.25 acres between 100 1
300 feet x (1.75 County Multiplier) x $10,528.00 = $78,302.00).

Commitments
The following commitments are proposed as Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMM) to reduce potential impacts
to the Indiana Bat and NLEB:

1 General AMM 1: Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed
bat habitat are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental commitments, including
all applicable AMMs.

f Lighting AMM 1: Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the active season.

T Lighting AMM 2: When installing new or replacing existing permanent lights, use downwardnfacing, full cutn
off2 lens lights (with same intensity or less for replacement lighting); or for those transportation the goal
is to be as close to 0O for all three ratings with a priority of "uplight” of 0 and "backlight™ as low as practicable.

1 Tree Removal AMM 1: Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) to the
extent practicable to avoid tree removal in excess of what is required to implement the project safely.

1 Tree Removal AMM 2: Apply time of year (TOY) restrictions (April 1 1 September 30) for tree removal when bats
are not likely to be present, or limit tree removal to 10 or fewer trees per project at any time of year within 100
feet of existing road/rail surface and outside of documented roosting/foraging habitat or travel corridors; visual
emergence survey must be conducted with no bats observed.

f  Tree Removal AMM 3: Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors
understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.qg., install bright colored flagging/fencing prior
to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing limits).

f  Tree Removal AMM 4: Do not remove documented Indiana bat or NLEB roosts that are still suitable for roosting;
or trees within 0.25 miles of roosts; or documented foraging habitat any time of year.

www.in.gov/dot/

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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f Contractors must take care when handling dead or injured bats (regardless of species), and any other federally
listed species that are found at the Project site in order to preserve biological material in the best possible
condition and protect the handler from exposure to diseases, such as rabies. Project personnel are responsible
for ensuring that any evidence about determining the cause of death or injury is not unnecessarily disturbed.
Reporting the discovery of dead or injured listed species is required in all cases to enable the Service to determine
whether the level of incidental take exempted by the BO is exceeded, and to ensure that the terms and conditions
are appropriate and effective. Parties finding a dead, injured, or sick specimen of any bat (regardless of species),
or other endangered or threatened species, must promptly notify the USFWS Bloomington Field Office at (812)
33414261.

1 A “Reinitiation Notice” is required if: more than 6.15 acres of trees are to be cleared; the amount or extent of
incidental take of Indiana bat is exceeded; new information about listed species is encountered; new species is
listed or critical habitat designated that the project may affect; the project is modified in a manner that causes
an effect to the listed species; or, new information reveals that the project may affect listed species or critical
habitat in a manner not considered in the project information.

I The Project Sponsor will assure that $78,302.00 of Preliminary Engineering funds will be allocated to the Ranger
wide IntLieu Fee Program, administered by The Conservation Fund, to resolve formal consultation under the
Rangenwide Programmatic (4.25 acres between 1001300 feet x (1.75 County Multiplier) x $10,528.00 = $78,302).
Payment shall be in process at the Ready for Contracts (RFC) date.

1 Metric will reminitiate coordination with USFWS, after January 30, 2023, when the new NLEB listing status takes
effect, to determine if an updated determination key is required.

Conclusion
Based on the review of existing data, assessment of likely suitable summer habitats, tree removal between 100 feet to
300 feet from edge of pavement, applied AMMs, and commitments, the FHWA has determined the proposed project has
an effect finding of “Likely to Adversely Affect (LAA)” for the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the
federally threatened northern longreared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). The building demolitions will occur during active
bat season.

The FHWA is requesting USFWS concurrence with this project “LAA” determination.

Please contact Jason Damm at (317) 60512392 or Jasond@metricenv.com if you have any questions or require additional
information. We appreciate your attention to this project.
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Organization and Project Information

Project ID: 21-0049-3

Des. ID: 1902855

Project Title: [-70 Eastbound (EB) - Clear Creek Rest Area Modernization
Name of Organization: Metric Environmental, LLC.

Requested by: Joshua Netherton

Environmental Assessment Report

1. Geological Hazards:
e Potential Mine Subsidence (CMIS)
e High liquefaction potential
e Floodway

2. Mineral Resources:
e Bedrock Resource: High Potential
e Sand and Gravel Resource: High Potential

3. Active or abandoned mineral resources extraction sites:
e Petroleum Exploration Wells
e Underground Coal Mines
e Surface Coal Mines
e Abandoned Industrial Minerals Sand Gravel Pits

*All map layers from Indiana Map (maps.indiana.edu)

DISCLAIMER:

This document was compiled by Indiana University, Indiana Geological Survey, using data believed to be accurate; however, a degree of error is
inherent in all data. This product is distributed "AS-IS" without warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but not limited to
warranties of suitability to a particular purpose or use. No attempt has been made in either the design or production of these data and document to
define the limits or jurisdiction of any federal, state, or local government. The data used to assemble this document are intended for use only at the
published scale of the source data or smaller (see the metadata links below) and are for reference purposes only. They are not to be construed as a
legal document or survey instrument. A detailed on-the-ground survey and historical analysis of a single site may differ from these data and this
document.

This information was furnished by Indiana Geological Survey

Address: 1001 E. 10th St., Bloomington, IN 47405

Email: IGSEnvir@indiana.edu

Phone: 812 855-7428 Date: November 08, 2022
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Metadata:

¢ https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Petroleum Wells.html

¢ https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Coal Mines Entries.html

* https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Coal Mines Underground.html

¢ https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Coal Mines Surface.html

¢ https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Industrial Minerals Sand Gravel Pits Abandoned.html
* https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Seismic_Earthquake Liquefaction Potential.html

¢ https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Industrial Minerals Sand Gravel Resources.html

¢ https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Hydrology/Floodplains FIRM.html

* https://maps.indiana.edu/metadata/Geology/Bedrock Geology.html
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
We Protect Hoosiers and Our Environment.

100 N. Senate Avenue - Indianapolis, IN 46204
(800) 451-6027 « (317)232-8603 * www.idem.IN.gov

Eric J. Holcomb Brian C. Rockensuess
Governor Commissioner

October 17, 2022

Metric Environmental, LLC
Attention: Joshua Netherton
6958 Hillsdale Court
Indianapolis, IN 46250

Dear Joshua Netherton:

Re: Wellhead Protection Area
Proximity Determination
Des No 1902855
Rest Area Modernization Project,
Clear Creek Rest Area
I-70 Eastbound (EB), Mile Marker 2
Sugar Creek Township, Vigo County, Indiana

Upon review of the above referenced project site, it has been determined that the
proposed project area is not located within a Wellhead Protection Area. However, the
above referenced project site, it has been determined that the proposed project area is
located within 3,200 feet of a Wellhead Protection Area. If the contact information is
needed for the WHPA, please contact the reference located at the bottom of the letter
for the appropriate information. The information is accurate to the best of our
knowledge; however, there are in some cases a few factors that could impact the
accuracy of this determination. Some Wellhead Protection Area Delineations have not
been submitted, and many have not been approved by this office. In these cases, we
use a 3,000-foot fixed radius buffer to make the proximity determination. To find the
status of a Public Water Supply System’s (PWSS’s) Wellhead Protection Area
Delineation please visit our tracking database at
http://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/2456.htm and scroll to the bottom of the page.

The project area is not located within a Source Water Assessment Area for a
PWSS’s surface water intake. The Source Water Assessment Area relates to the
surface water drainage area that water could potentially flow and influence water quality
for a PWSS'’s source of drinking water.

In the future, please consider using this self-service tool if it suits your needs.
The Drinking Water Branch has a self-service tool which allows one to determine
wellhead proximity without submitting the application form. Go to
https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead/ and use the instructions at the
bottom of the page.

Please Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
A State that Works
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Joshua Netherton
Page 2

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me at the address
above or at 317-233-9158 and aturnbow@idem.in.gov.

Sincerely,

Aishe. b

Alisha Turnbow,
Environmental Manager
Ground Water Section
Drinking Water Branch
Office of Water Quality
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USDA . Farm Natural Indiana State Office
—_— United States Production Resources 6013 Lakeside Boulevard

‘/ Department of and Conservation Indianapolis, Indiana 46278
Agriculture Conservation Service 317129515800

October 27, 2022

Joshua Netherton

Metric Environmental

6971 Hillsdale Court
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250
joshuan@metricenv.com

Dear Mr. Netherton:

The proposed rest area modernization project in Vigo County, Indiana (Des. No. 1902855), as
referred to in your letter received October 3, 2022, will not cause a conversion of prime farmland.

If you need additional information, please contact John Allen at 317-295-5859 or
john.allen@usda.gov.

Sincerely,
JOHN ALLEN 53505700 55 003050 000
JOHN ALLEN

State Soil Scientist

Enclosers

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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IDNR Office of Reclamation Early Coordination Response

Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter - [-70 Clear Creek Rest Area Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des.
No. 1902855)

From: Archer, Michael D <MArcherl@dnr.IN.gov>

Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 10:23 AM

To: Joshua Netherton <joshuan@metricenv.com>

Cc: Weinzapfel, Steve J <sweinzapfel@dnr.IN.gov>; Ripley, Andrew B <ARipley@dnr.IN.gov>

Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter 1 In70 Clear Creek Rest Area Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des. No. 1902855)

Hello Joshua Netherton,

| hope you are having a fantastic day. My name is Michael Archer and | work as an Environmental Specialist for the
Division of Reclamation’s Abandoned Mine Land program. | generally review and respond to Agency Early Coordination
requests for the division.

| have reviewed the documents sent to this office on December 2", 2022 regarding the 1170 Clear Creek Rest Area
Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des. No. 1902855), in Vigo County, Indiana. After consulting our Coal Mine
Information System (CMIS) web map, no surface or underground mines were found to be adjacent to the project
boundary. The closest are the Robinson Mine that had a start date of 1930 and an end date of 1935 that has a coal
member that is found at 145ft deep and a seam thickness of 5.5 feet; as well as the National Mine that had a start date
of 1911 and an end date of 1927 with a coal member at 184 feet deep and a seam thickness of 4.17ft. The Abandoned
Mine Land program has had no projects to address safety, health, or environmental hazards in relation to these mines
and there have been no AML projects within the project limits of Des. No. 1902855. Given the scope of Des. No.
1902855, past mining activities should have no foreseeable impact on your work. Furthermore, after review of the
information sent | do not forsee any adverse effects incurred as a result of this project. If you would like more detailed
information on the mining history of this area, please see our CMIS web application. CMIS provides a map view of
where mining has occurred in the state of Indiana showing location, a mine record, and a mine map if available.

CMIS Link: https://indnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f30ca6a781ch4209b6e614789ca7185b
n Just type the address into the search bar or scroll to the location you’re looking for. If you click on the surface
mine (orange) or underground mine (blue), it will open an information box. If you click more information, the

mine record will open in a new tab.

If you need written records, you will need to fill out a form to request additional information for the mine. The
directions to do this are below.

Form to request additional information on the mine: form (PDF)

Fill out Request for Public Record form and email to pac@dnr.in.gov

or mail to DNR, Public Record Request

Indiana Government Center South

402 W. Washington St., Room W256

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

(317) 23214200

(317) 23316811

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you for taking the time to read this, and | hope you have a fantastic day as well as a fantastic weekend.
m
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Michael Archer

Environmental Specialist 2

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Office of Reclamation

Office Phone: (812)66512207

Mobile Phone: (812)65218365
Marcherl@dnr.in.gov

Dnr.in.gov

From: Weinzapfel, Steve J <sweinzapfel@dnr.IN.gov>

Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 8:00 AM

To: Archer, Michael D <MArcherl@dnr.IN.gov>; Royer, Brian <BRoyer@dnr.IN.gov>

Subject: FW: Early Coordination Letter 1 In70 Clear Creek Rest Area Modernization Project, EB Mile 2.0 (Des. No.
1902855)

Gentlemen,

Please respond directly to Joshua Netherton if there are any AML or orphan well issues in the project area.

Thanks.

Steve Weinzapfel

Director, Division of Reclamation

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
14619 State Road 48 West

Jasonville, IN 47438

(812)66512207

www.dnr.IN.gov

* Please let us know about the quality of our service by taking this brief customer survey.
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Vigo County Surveyor's
Office

Bruce Allen Jr.

Vigo County Surveyor

143 Oak Street ¢ Terre Haute e Indiana « 47807 » Phone (812}462-3380  Fax (812)234-1154 « Email: bruce.allen@vigocounty.in.gov

October 18, 2022

Re:
Des No: 1902855

Dear Josh Netherton:

Our office has reviewed the information included in your letter regarding Des No 1902855. We have
identified Four (4) existing survey markers located in the proposed construction area of Des. No.
1902855 Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Rest Area, Vigo County, Indiana. We have
reason to believe that said survey markers may be disturbed or damaged due to the proposed construction.

There are no Legal Drains Maintained by this office in the proposed construction area.

We have identified One (1) existing Benchmark located in the proposed construction area of Des. No.
1902855 Rest Area Modernization Project, Clear Creek Rest Area, Vigo County, Indiana.

We have reason to believe that said Benchmark will be destroyed or damaged due to the proposed
construction. We would like to see said Benchmark preserved, if possible. If not and it is destroyed, we
would like to see the information transferred to a New Benchmark and that information filed in our office.

We have included a Map of the subject area and info from our stone books and Benchmark files for your
review. Also we further require that if a Survey Marker is disturbed or destroyed that it be reset with a
Harrison Survey Marker, supplied by this office. We also ask that paperwork be filed in our office
showing tie-in information before the points are disturbed, and then paperwork showing coordinates at the
time of resetting said monuments.

If you have any further questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact our office at:
812-462-3380.

Sincerely,

T See—
Bruce Allen Jr.
Vigo County Surveyor
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United States Department of the Interior [rou¥ia-
Fish and Wildlife Service

Indiana Field Office (ES)
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
Phone: (812)334-4261 Fax: (812)334-4273

December 30, 2022

Ms. Karstin Carmany-George IPAC Project Code: 2023-0015386
Federal Highway Administration

575 N. Pennsylvania St. Room 254

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 (sent via email)

RE:  Des. 1902855, Clear Creek Welcome Center Modernization, I-70, Vigo County, Indiana
Dear Ms. Carmany-George:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your letter dated December 19, 2022,
regarding the proposed Clear Creek Welcome Center Modernization project (Project) located in
Vigo County, Indiana. The Federal Highway Administration has determined the construction of
the Project is likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and/or the threatened
northern long-eared bat (NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis) due to winter tree clearing impacts
between 100-300 feet from an existing roadway/parking area. You requested our concurrence
that the Project may rely on the February 5, 2018, Programmatic Biological Opinion (PBO) for
federally funded or approved transportation projects given the potential for adverse effects to
these two listed bat species.

This letter provides the Service’s response as to whether the Federal Highway Administration
may rely on the PBO to comply with Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) for the Project’s effects to the Indiana
bat and/or NLEB.

Conclusion

The Service has reviewed the effects of the proposed Project, which includes the Federal
Highway Administration’s commitment to implement any applicable mitigation measures as
indicated in their determination letter. We confirmed that the proposed Project’s effects are
consistent with those analyzed in the PBO and we have determined that construction projects
consistent with the conservation measures and scope of the program analyzed in the PBO are not
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the Indiana bat and/or the NLEB. In coordination
with your agency and the other sponsoring Federal Transportation Agencies, the Service will
reevaluate this conclusion annually in light of any new pertinent information under the adaptive
management provisions of the PBO.
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Incidental Take

Indiana Bat

The Service anticipates that tree removal associated with the proposed Project will adversely
affect Indiana bats resulting in take as defined in the ESA. As described in the Incidental Take
Statement (ITS) of the PBO, such taking will be difficult to detect. The Service determined it is
appropriate to use the loss of suitable habitat as a surrogate for the take of individual bats
assessed under the PBO.

The proposed Project will remove 6.15 acres of trees from habitat that is suitable for the Indiana
bat. All tree removal will occur in winter (October 1 — March 30) and comply with all other
conservation measures in the PBO. Based on the PBO, 1.9 acres of the removal are within 100
feet of the edge of pavement and therefore not anticipated to result in any adverse effects; 4.25
acre(s) are within 100- 300 feet and expected to result in adverse effects.

The Federal Highway Administration will use the mitigation ratio of 1.75 from Table 3 of the
PBO! to calculate the compensatory mitigation required to offset these adverse impacts for a total

of 7.4375 acres2 of trees that is suitable for the Indiana bat.

To comply with the mitigation requirements of the PBO, the Federal Highway Administration
will contribute $78,302.00 to The Conservation Fund (TCF) within 1 year of this letter or prior to
the start of construction, whichever is earliest. These calculations are based on the mitigation
identified above? and the August — December 2022 Land Use Values in Table 2 of Exhibit E in
TCF’s In-lieu Fee Instrument. If payment is made later than 1 year from the date of this letter,
the mitigation cost may change because of updated land use values in Table 2 of Exhibit E>. At
the time of payment, the Federal Highway Administration or designated non-federal
representative shall notify the Service of compliance with the compensatory mitigation
requirements as described above. The Federal Highway Administration or non-federal
representative must notify TCF at least five days prior to payment so TCF can verify that the
appropriate land value has been used.

The purchase of species conservation credits and/or in-lieu fee contributions shall occur prior to
construction of a transportation project covered under this programmatic consultation. Exceptions
to this program stipulation include emergency projects that do not require a letting prior to
construction. In these cases, purchase of credits and/or in-lieu fee contributions shall occur
within three months of completion of the project. This timeframe allows for measuring the acres
of habitat affected by the emergency project and for financial processing.

I https://'www.fws.gov/media/compensatory-mitigation-ratios-indiana-bat-table-3-biological-

opinion

XX acres * XX ratio
Shttps://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/thwa/pdf/IBAT ExhibitE_Table2
FeeSchedule LandValues.pdf
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In addition, the Project may take up to five (5) Indiana bats that were not detected during
bridge/culvert and structure bat assessments conducted prior to implementing the proposed work.
In these instances, potential incidental take of Indiana bats may be exempted provided that the
take is reported to the Service (refer to User Guide Appendix E - Post Assessment Discovery of
Bats at Bridge/Structure Form). Although such take is reasonably certain to occur at up to 10
projects per year as included in the scope of the PBO, it is a remote possibility for any individual
project that is implemented consistent with the conservation measures of the PBO.

The Service will add the acreage of Project-related tree removal to the annual total acreage
attributed to the PBO as a surrogate measure of Indiana bat incidental take and exempted from
the prohibitions of Section 9 of the ESA. Such exemption is effective as long as your agency
implements the reasonable and prudent measure (RPM) and accompanying terms and conditions
of the PBO’s ITS.

The RPM of the PBO’s ITS requires the Federal Transportation Agencies to ensure that
State/Local transportation agencies, who choose to include eligible projects under the
programmatic action, incorporate all applicable conservation measures in the project proposals
submitted to the Service for ESA section 7 compliance using the PBO. The implementing terms
and conditions for this RPM require the Federal Transportation Agencies to offer training to
appropriate personnel about using the PBO, and promptly report sick, injured, or dead bats
(regardless of species) or any other federally listed species located in project action areas.

Northern Long-eared Bat

In March 2022, the Service proposed to reclassify the NLEB from its current status as federally
threatened to federally endangered. The original NLEB listing and current reclassification
proposal are due to dramatic population declines associated with white-nose syndrome (WNS), a
deadly fungal disease affecting hibernating bats such as the NLEB. On November 30, 2022, the
reclassification action was finalized, and the new listing will go into effect January 30, 2023.
Once the new classification is effective, re-initiation on this project due to the change in listing
status for the NLEB will be required. At that time, an updated 2023 Programmatic Consultation
and determination key (via the Information for Planning and Consultation website; IPAC) will be
available for use.

The Service anticipates that tree removal associated with the Project will cause incidental take of
NLEBs. However, the Project is consistent with the current PBO, and such projects will not cause
take of NLEBs that is prohibited under the ESA section 4(d) rule for this species (50 CFR
§17.40(0). Therefore, until the time the reclassification rule becomes effective, incidental take of
NLEBs resulting from this Project does not require exemption from the Service.

Reporting Dead or Injured Bats

The Federal Highway Administration, its State/Local cooperators, and any contractors must take
care when handling dead or injured Indiana bats and/or NLEBs, or any other federally listed
species that are found at the Project site to preserve biological material in the best possible
condition and to protect the handler from exposure to diseases, such as rabies. Project personnel
are responsible for ensuring that any evidence about determining the cause of death or injury is
not unnecessarily disturbed. Reporting the discovery of dead or injured listed species is required
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in all cases to enable the Service to determine whether the level of incidental take exempted by
this PBO is exceeded, and to ensure that the terms and conditions are appropriate and effective.
Parties finding a dead, injured, or sick specimen of any endangered or threatened species must

promptly notify this Service Office.

Reinitiation Notice

This letter concludes consultation for the Project, which qualifies for inclusion in the PBO issued
to the Federal Transportation Agencies. To maintain this inclusion, a r