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DES# 1600517
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) announces a proposed US 20 road improvement, from State Road (SR) 15 to County Road (CR) 35, approximately 4.4 miles in length, located west of the town of Middlebury in Elkhart County.
A public hearing will be held in regard to the proposed US 20 road improvement project on Thursday, July 18, 2019, at the Northridge High School Cafeteria (enter doors 15 or 21), 56779 Northridge Drive, Middlebury, IN 46540.  The doors are open to the public at 5:30 p.m. with the presentation beginning at 6:00 p.m. The intent of the public hearing is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to comment on the environmental document and preliminary plans for the proposed project. The purpose of the project is to improve the operating conditions by addressing congestion, improve safety, and provide adequate separation between motorized vehicles and non-motorized modes of transportation consisting largely of horse drawn buggies.
The project proposes to reconstruct the existing 2-lane US 20 to a 5-lane section including two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction, a middle 14-foot two way left turn lane, and two 10-foot paved shoulders. The paved shoulders are specifically designed to support long term buggy traffic without forming ruts. The widening will occur primarily to the south of the existing alignment. The design will include but not limited to minimization of impacts to wetlands, both in-ditch detention and retention basins, modification of culverts, improvements at county road intersections with the addition of dedicated left turn lanes from CR 35 to US 20 in both directions, and improved traffic signal timing. The preferred alternative will improve visibility throughout by flattening steep hills through the corridor. The project also straightens the curve of US 20 just west of CR 31.
An estimated 90.8 acres of new right-of-way is proposed to be acquired with 19 residential relocations, two businesses, and four farms. Exact mitigation for wetland and stream impacts are unknown at this time but will be determined by the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) during the permitting process. Other environmental impacts will include 5.5 acres of tree removal (separate contract) with mitigation for migratory birds and other wildlife. This project is likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat and or the federally threatened northern long-eared bat and will be mitigated by payment into the Range-wide-In-lieu Free Program.
The preferred maintenance of traffic (MOT) plan will most likely occur in two phases, allowing two lanes of traffic, one in each direction, to be maintained during construction. Phase one will be accomplished by constructing the entire southern portion of US 20.  On completion of the southern portion, phase two will switch traffic over to the newly constructed half, while the northern half of the project can be constructed.  Note this MOT will provide access for buggy traffic and other non-motorized traffic with a separate travel lane and will not close more than one consecutive county road at a time. This proposed MOT will also provide increased worker safety by separating construction activities from travel lanes. Construction is anticipated to span two construction seasons. Access to all adjacent properties will be maintained during construction. Disruption of emergency services and school bus routes may occur but will be notified prior to any construction that would block or limit access. 

The environmental document includes information regarding community and environmental impacts related to the proposed project. The environmental document summary and the preliminary designs are available to view prior to the public hearing at https:                                       or at the following locations:
    1.  Middlebury Community Public Library, 101 Winslow St., Middlebury, IN 46540
   2.  INDOT Fort Wayne District office at 5333 Hatfield Rd., Fort Wayne, IN 46808
   3.  Hearings Examiner, Room N642 of the IGCN, 100 N. Senate Ave., Indianapolis, IN 
        46204‑2216, Phone # (317) 234-0796 

Verbal statements will be accepted during a public comment session for the official public record immediately following the formal presentation. Verbal comments may be restricted to time limitations based on the number of speakers. In addition, written comments in regard to the projects may be submitted prior to the public hearing and within the comment period to: INDOT Public Hearings, IGCN Room N642, 100 N, Senate Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46204. E-Mail: mwright@indot.in.gov 

With advance notice, INDOT can provide special accommodation for persons with disabilities and/or limited English speaking ability and persons needing auxiliary aids or services such as interpreters, signers, readers, or large print. Should special accommodation be needed please contact Rickie Clark, Office of Public Involvement at (317) 232-6601, or email rclark@indot.in.gov  preferably by Thursday, July 11, 2019.   

This notice is published in compliance with Code of Federal Regulations, Title 23, Section 771 (CFR 771.111(h)(1) states: “Each State must have procedures approved by the FHWA to carry out a public involvement/public hearing program.”  23 CFR 450.212(a)(7) states: “Public involvement procedures shall provide for periodic review of the effectiveness of the public involvement process to ensure that the process provides full and open access to all and revision of the process as necessary.”, approved by the Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation on August 16, 2012.  INDOT, Mary Wright, Public Hearings Examiner, Phone # (317) 234-0796
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