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Greenfield District
32 South Broadway
Greenfield, IN 46140

PHONE: 1-855-463-6848 
FAX: (317) 467-3957

Eric Holcomb, Governor
Joe McGuinness, 
Commissioner

October 6, 2017 

[NAME]
[AGENCY]
[ADDRESS]

Dear [NAME],

RE: Des. 1400075
Clear Path 465 (I-465/I-69 Interchange Modification and Added Travel Lanes) 
Marion County, Indiana

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), has initiated project planning, including an Environmental Assessment (EA), for the proposed 
I-465/I-69 Interchange Modification and Added Travel Lanes project in Marion County, Indiana, hereinafter
referred to as “Clear Path 465”.

A Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was prepared in 2003 for the “Indianapolis Northeast 
Corridor”, which included an I-465/I-69 interchange modification and added travel lanes within the current 
project area.  A Record of Decision (ROD) was approved in February 2004.  After the approval of the FEIS and 
ROD, various portions of the Indianapolis Northeast Corridor were constructed as separate projects.  
Furthermore, growth within the region was significantly higher than anticipated.  Therefore, revisions to the 
interchange modifications are required.  Due to the age of the document, the various other projects that have 
already been broken off from the original Indianapolis Northeast Corridor scope, and the revisions necessary to 
the interchange modification, FHWA has determined that an EA, resulting in a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) being issued, will be required for the proposed work. This letter is part of the early coordination phase 
of the environmental review process.  

Project Description 

The proposed Clear Path 465 project is located on the northeast side of Indianapolis.  The proposed project 
includes added travel lanes on I-465 from the White River Bridge (approximately 2.4 miles west of I-69) to Fall 
Creek (approximately 2.15 miles south of I-69).  Portions of I-69 will be reconstructed between I-465 and 82nd 
Street to accommodate a modified I-465/I-69 interchange configuration.  The attached Figure 1 shows the 
project limits.

Resource Agency Meeting 

INDOT invites you to attend the first Resource Agency Meeting, to be held:

Tuesday, November 14, 2017
10:00 to 11:30 am EST
101 West Ohio Street
7th Floor Conference Room
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Example 
Coordination Letter
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Participants will also have the opportunity to join via WebEx. Prior to the meeting, we will send an agenda, 
teleconference details, and an initial environmental screening memorandum.  Please let us know if hard copies 
are needed, otherwise, materials will be sent via email.  If you wish to designate an individual from your 
organization, other than yourself, to be the point of contact throughout the duration of this project, please let us 
know who that person will be and their contact information.

Follow Us 

The project website is www.clearpath465.indot.in.gov. Interested parties can sign-up to receive project 
updates via text or email.  You can also follow the Clear Path project on social media at @ClearPath465 on
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.

Tentative/Preliminary Project Schedule 

Spring 2019 Finalize Environmental Assessment (EA), Hold Public Hearing

Summer 2019 Receive Finding of No Significant Impact

Spring 2020 Begin construction

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project. If you have any questions or would like to discuss
the project or our organizations’ respective roles and responsibilities during the preparation of the EA, please
contact Nicole Gearlds at ngearlds@indot.in.gov or (317) 467-3986.

Sincerely,

Nicole Gearlds
Project Manager
INDOT, Greenfield District

Attachments
List of Resource Agencies
Figure 1. Clear Path 465 Project Limits
ConNECTions FEIS 2003 (enclosed CD)

Figure 1 and FEIS were 
intentionally omitted. See 
Appendix B-1. The 2003 FEIS is 
available upon request - please 
contact 
daniel.j.miller@parsons.com
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List of Resource Agencies 
 
Ms. Deborah Snyder  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Indianapolis Regulatory Office 
8902 Otis Ave., Suite S106B 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46216 
 

 Ms. Christie Stanifer 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
402 West Washington St, IGC South, Rm 
W264 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 Ms. Robin McWilliams-Munson  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Bloomington Field Office 
620 S. Walker St. 
Bloomington, Indiana 47403 
 

Dr. Todd Thompson  
Indiana Geological Survey 
611 North Walnut Grove 
Bloomington, Indiana 47405 
 

 Mr. Randy Braun  
IDEM Section 401 WQC Program 
100 N. Senate IGCN 1255 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 

 Mr. Jim Sullivan 
Office of Water Quality/Drinking Water 
100 N. Senate, IGCN 1201 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Ms. Jane Hardisty  
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
6013 Lakeside Boulevard 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 
 

 Mr. Nicholas Chevance  
National Park Service 
Midwest Regional Office 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, Nebraska 68102 
 

 Ms. Debra Jenkins  
Marion County Surveyor 
Suite 742 
200 East Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 

Ms. Lisa Broadfoot  
Indianapolis Parks and Recreation 
Administration 
City-County Building 
200 East Washington Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 Mr. Jeff Harrison  
Citizens Energy Group 
2020 North Meridian Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202 
 

 Ms. Melanie Castillo  
U.S. Dept of Housing & Urban Dvlpmt 
Chicago Regional Office 
77 West Jackson Boulevard, Rm 2401 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
 

Ms. Anna Gremling  
Indy MPO 
200 East Washington Street, Suite 1922 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 

 Mr. Rickie Clark  
Public Involvement 
100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 

 Ms. Virginia Laszewski  
USEPA Region 5 
77 W Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
 

Ms. Venetta Keefe  
Rail Office 
100 North Senate Avenue, IGCN 955 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 

 Mr. Adam French  
Office of Aviation 
100 N Senate Ave, Rm N955 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
 

 Mr. Mitch Zoll  
IDNR-DHPA 
402 W Washington Street, W274 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
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From: French, Adam
To: Port, Juliet
Subject: RE: Clear Path 465 RAM 1400075
Date: Tuesday, October 17, 2017 12:54:11 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Juliet –
 
Thank you for the invitation. I will not be attending the meeting, but please feel free to forward any
tall structure questions or reviews my way.
 
Regards,
 
Adam French
Chief Airport Inspector
INDOT Office of Aviation
(317) 232-1477
 
 

From: Port, Juliet [mailto:Juliet.Port@parsons.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 06, 2017 3:03 PM
To: French, Adam <AFrench2@indot.IN.gov>
Subject: Clear Path 465 RAM 1400075
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or
click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

RE:     Clear Path 465 (I-465/I-69 Interchange Modification with Added Travel Lanes)
          Marion County
          Des. No. 1400075
 
Adam,
 
We are sending you the attached invitation to attend the Resource Agency Meeting (RAM)
for the Clear Path 465 Project.  An Outlook Calendar item is attached, which you can open
and elect to “copy to my calendar”.  A hard copy of this letter is being mailed to you with
an enclosed CD of the referenced 2003 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).
 
We look forward to working with you on this important project.
 
Thank You,
 
Juliet Port, LPG
Senior Environmental Planner
110 W Ohio St., Suite 2121 - Indianapolis, IN 46204
juliet.port@parsons.com - P: +1 317.616.4693
                  
PARSONS - Envision More
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RAM Meeting Summary – Clear Path 465 Page 1 of 6 

Resource Agency Meeting (RAM) Meeting Summary 
Clear Path  (I-465/I-69 Interchange Improvement Project with Added Travel Lanes) Des. 
No. 1400075 (Lead) 
November 14, 2017, 10:00am, 101 W. Ohio Street, 7th Floor Conference Room 

ATTENDANTS 
NName  EEmail  
Mark Perron Mark.Perron@parsons.com 
Robin McWilliams-Munson Robin_McWilliams@fws.gov 
Linda Weintraut Linda@weintrautinc.com 
Julie Evans  JulEvans@indot.in.gov 
Deborah Snyder Deborah.d.snyder@usace.army.mil 
Virginia Laszewski Laszewski.virginia@epa.gov 
Diane Hunter   Ddhunter@miamination.com 
Kim Penrod Kpenrod@delawarenation.com 
John Carr Jcarr@dnr.in.gov 
Wade Tharp Wtharp1@dnr.in.gov 
JoAnn Wooldridge  JWooldridge@indot.in.gov 
Andre Denman Andre.denman@indy.gov 
Donald Colvin Donald.colvin@indy.gov 
Joe Nagy JNagy@citizensenergygroup.com 
Anuradha Kumar AKumar@indot.in.gov 
Shaun Miller  SMiller@indot.in.gov 
Michelle Allen Michelle.Allen@dot.gov 
Brian Boszor BBoszor@dnr.in.gov 
Eryn Fletcher Eryn.Fletcher@dot.gov 
Anthony Ross Aross3@indot.in.gov 
Mark Zwoyer Mark.Zwoyer@indy.gov 
Stephanie Belch Stephanie.Belch@indympo.org 
Rich Miller Rmiller@citizensenergygroup.com 
Carl Chaifetz Carl.Chaifetz@parsons.com 
Juliet Port Juliet.Port@parsons.com
Hannah Marriott Hannah.Marriott@parsons.com 
Ron Bales RBales@indot.in.gov 
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MEETING SUMMARY 
Welcome and Introductions (PowerPoint slides 1 to 2). Presenter: Juliet Port, Parsons 

Members of the Resource Agency Meeting (RAM) were welcomed. The project team was introduced.  

There was a safety moment about emergency exits and stairs.  

RAM members introduced themselves. 

The project website and meeting sign-in sheets were discussed. 

Project Overview (PowerPoint slides 3 to 11)  

The 2003 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the “ConNECTions Study” was discussed.  The 
boundaries were much larger than the current Clear Path 465 project.  The study area extended from north of 
Noblesville, Hamilton County, to downtown Indianapolis, Marion County, and also included the towns of Fishers, 
Carmel and Lawrence.  The preferred alternative was “H-5 Intermediate Freeway Expansion.” 

Several portions of the ConNECTions Study have been constructed as separate projects after the program was 
cancelled. Since 2004, there was an interchange justification study for the I-465 Northeast Reconstruction/ 
Added Travel Lanes project, which was approved by FHWA in 2010. The I-465/I-69 interchange portion was 
cancelled in 2011. 

The Draft Purpose and Need was discussed. The need for this project stems from congestion and safety issues. 
The purpose of the project is to increase capacity and improve safety.  The draft statement was provided to RAM 
attendees ahead of the meeting, and we are seeking comments on that document. 

The project development process was discussed. FHWA determined that preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment (EA), likely resulting in a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), was appropriate for this project.  
Currently, four alternatives are under consideration: three build alternatives plus the “Do Nothing” alternative. As 
part of the engineering Interchange Access Document (IAD), a Draft Alternatives Analysis Report was submitted 
to FHWA in September 2017. This engineer’s assessment considered many factors including safety, 
environmental impacts, traffic operations, value optimization, constructability, and public and stakeholder in-put. 
Please note, the IAD is a separate and distinct process from the NEPA process. Further environmental analyses 
are needed on all three of the build alternatives. The final alternative will not be determined until NEPA is 
completed. 

The proposed alternatives were discussed.  In order to minimize impacts and maximize value, it is INDOT’s intent 
to keep the project within existing right-of-way as much as possible.  There are many common elements between 
the alternatives, such as added travel lanes on I-465.  The main differences between build alternatives are the 
traffic patterns for the two main interchanges: I-465/I-69 and I-69/East 82nd Street.  The proposed footprint of 
each of the build alternatives is essentially the same.  The only proposed new right-of-way under consideration is 
west of I-69 between I-465 and 86th Street.  The east side of I-69 was considered, but was dismissed during 
project scoping for a variety of reasons, including environmental, residential, and business impacts, as well as 
traffic operations and constructability.  

Screening Process (PowerPoint slides 12 to 15)  

Outreach Activities were discussed.  A Community Advisory Committee (CAC) and Public Open House were 
organized in August of 2017 to gather public and stakeholder feedback. The public open house was well 
attended and widely advertised by traditional media outlets. Additionally, several platforms of social media, 
including a project website, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram sites, have been setup to provide the 
public information and to gather feedback.  

Initial Environmental Studies were discussed. A preliminary Red Flag Investigation, preliminary water resource 
field investigations, a preliminary Environmental Justice Memorandum, and a cultural resources preliminary 
record check and above ground survey have been conducted. An Environmental Screening Memorandum was 
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Proposal Title 3 RAM Meeting Summary – Clear Path 465    Page 3 of 6 

prepared for the Alternatives Analysis, which summarized the initial studies and compared the four alternatives 
under consideration. At this time, there are no discernible differences in environmental impacts between the 
three build alternatives.  This memorandum was provided to the RAM attendees ahead of the meeting, and we 
are seeking comments on that document. 

There are several potential Section 4(f) properties along the alignment.  Currently, only one, the 71st Street Trail, 
is anticipated to be impacted.  The bridge over this trail and local road needs to be widened, and it does not 
meet current criteria for height clearance.  It is anticipated that this will result in a de minimis impact finding.  
The project team will work with the City of Indianapolis to minimize impacts to trail users.   

Next steps were discussed, which include additional environmental studies and outreach activities.  The project 
is in its initial stages, and the project team is seeking input from the resource agencies to help avoid and 
minimize impacts to environmental resources. 

MEETING QUESTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS  
Virginia Laszewski –United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)  

Question: Could you give a rundown of all three alternatives? 

Response:   All three alternatives have approximately the same foot print and could impact right-of-way on the west side 
of I-69. The east side was evaluated and later eliminated because of the increased number of impacts on that side.  

Deborah Snyder – US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

Question: Has tolling been considered for this project? 

Response: Tolling will not be a part of this project. 

Virginia Laszewski –USEPA 

Question: Has the open area north of the I-465/I-69 interchange been accounted for as forested land? Who owns the 
forested area north of I-465/I-69?  

Response: Yes, this area was counted as forested land in the environmental screening memorandum. Field 
investigations for water resources have been conducted.  There are portions of the forested parcel that contain forested 
wetlands, but much of that parcel did not meet wetland criteria. This parcel is owned by a private developer.   

Juliet Port - Parsons  

Question: Weintraut & Associates, Inc. is the cultural resource consultant on this project.  Linda, has your team started on 
below ground studies? 

Response: Yes, they are out there today so they can complete the work before the ground freezes. 
 

Andre Denman – IndyParks 

Question: Could the existing noise walls on I-465 incur impacts?  

Response: Noise studies for this project are pending.  We anticipate at least some of the noise walls along I-465 will need 
to be moved further back from the roadway to accommodate the additional travel lanes. 

Mark Zwoyer – City of Indianapolis, Department of Public Works (DPW) 

Question: Will more noise walls be added? 

Response: Additional noise walls will likely be reasonable and feasible, particularly near residential areas. Noise analysis 
will be conducted as part of this project.  Noise meetings will be held with potentially affected stakeholders, before the EA 
and public hearing.  

Don Colvin -- IndyParks 

Question: Last time noise walls were constructed it ended at Fall Creek Road. Will the new noise walls include Skiles Test 
Nature Preserve? We are improving the connectivity of the existing trails, which already have a lot of users. There is a 
new trail currently being designed that will connect the East 71st Street Trail to Skiles Test Park via Johnson Road. 
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Proposal Title 4 RAM Meeting Summary – Clear Path 465    Page 4 of 6 

Response: Noise analysis has not been performed. The plans for the proposed trail and trail use counts were requested 
to assist the team with their analysis. The Project Team will follow up with IndyParks. 

Question: Are nature parks taken into consideration for noise walls? 

Response: Public parks are taken into consideration.  It was restated that noise analysis has not been conducted, but will 
be performed later in the environmental process.  Additional information on parks is welcome. 

Brian Boszor – Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 

Question: Can we look at the existing mitigation areas located along I-465 compared to the proposed alternatives? 

[This area was zoomed-in on Google Earth. It is between I-465 and Shadeland Avenue, and south of Fall Creek Road.] 

Response: Based on the location reviewed during the meeting, the existing mitigation areas are not within the project 
limits.  Copies of maps or plans that show the existing mitigation areas near the alignment were requested. 

Mark Zwoyer – IndyParks 

Question: Regarding the existing railroad west of I-69 (aka State Fair Train/ Nickel-Plate Line), could you build the road 
with the assumption the railroad tracks will be a trail? Would there be a huge cost savings? 

Response: The railroad is owned by Hamilton County, but it is not yet abandoned.  There have been media reports about 
it being redeveloped as a trail.  However, since it’s still technically a functional railroad, if the bridge is not designed to 
accommodate trains, INDOT would be building the roadway at great risk.  Therefore, at this time, the roadway is being 
designed with the assumption that it will remain a railroad. Preliminary estimates do not imply a “huge” cost saving if the 
bridge was designed instead for a trail. 

Virginia Laszewski –USEPA 

Question: Do you know where the existing stormwater lines are? Are there any drinking water intakes or wells that the 
stormwater would go into?  

Response: Most of the utility coordination, hydraulic analyses, and analyses of potential drinking water impacts are 
pending.  The project area does not have a combined sewer system.  We do not believe it’s located within a wellhead 
protection area, or near a surface water intake [confirmed via IDEM’s Wellhead Proximity GIS application 
http://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead/]. Most of the storm water discharges to the existing streams and 
the White River. There are likely residences and businesses that are still on individual wells, and there may be a few 
septic systems (although most of those have been upgraded to municipal sewer).  These studies will be conducted as 
part of the EA and project design.   

Robin McWilliams-Munson – USFWS  

Question: What is the plan for the forested area north of the I-465/I-69 interchange? 

Response: We anticipate a ramp through this area.  It also may be used for storm water retention. We have received a lot 
of public comments on the drainage issues in this area. 

Virginia Laszewski –USEPA 

Question: What is the quality of the forested parcel and wetlands north of the I-465/I-69 interchange? Doesn’t Wheaton 
Van Lines back-up to the forested parcel, are you going to affect it? What about the other businesses near there? 

Response: The forested parcel was farmed as recently as the 1970s/1980s. [Specifically, 1979 based on aerial 
photographs].  It contains a lot of bush honeysuckle, so the wetlands will likely be classified as low quality.   

Coordination with Wheaton Van Lines has been initiated. The anticipated impacts to that business does not include any 
buildings; a strip of right-of-way may be needed.  The nearby commercial building between Castleton Road and I-69 is 
vacant [8011 Castleton Road].  That building and the one that was south of it were purchased by INDOT before the 2010 
project was cancelled. INDOT demolished the former office building, and still owns half of the remaining, vacant building 
[8011 Castleton Road].  The other commercial buildings east of Castleton Road and south of East 82nd Street are likely to 
be impacted by this project.  Business surveys are pending. 

Question: Are there schools or daycares nearby? Will there be air quality health issues associated with this project? 

Response: There are daycares, schools, and churches near the project area. Currently, this portion of Marion County is in 
attainment for all national air quality standards, therefore individual analyses are not required.  Standard dust control 
measures will be employed during construction.  The project team will coordinate with the Interagency Consultant Group. 
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Donald Colvin -- IndyParks 

Question: There have been early conversations on putting in a nature center along the Skiles Test trail. As of now, this is 
just a consideration. Would this be considered a different impact? IndyParks has trail counts. 

Response: There is a specific equation for noise walls in place for trails. There are more receptors in play then just the 
trail. This is applied to the area within 500 feet of the roadway. The number of users does play a role for the trail.  The 
Project Team will follow-up with IndyParks about this. 

Virginia Laszewski –USEPA 

Question: Will the environmental assessment include a storm water management plan for construction and for the use of 
the roadway? Will it consider the risk for more intense events in the future? 

Response: This project will follow Rule 5 for erosion and sediment control. Hydraulics will be analyzed by professional 
engineers according to FHWA and INDOT standards. A storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) will be created for 
this project.  Typically, permitting is completed after the preferred alternative is selected, so the EA will include these 
measures as project commitments. 

Question: When should we expect an EA draft? Does the public get to review the EA? Did you meet with EJ communities? 

Response: There is no draft EA; it has a different process than environmental impact statements. We will complete the EA 
in spring of 2019. The EA will be published and then there will be a public hearing. After the public hearing is held, the 
project team will complete the FONSI, unless an amendment to the EA is needed.  

We have not yet held specific EJ meetings. We conducted a preliminary EJ analysis to identify potential communities 
based on census data, and we requested information on potential populations during the CAC and public open house. 
We also had an internal meeting with INDOT and FHWA. The Project Team will meet with EJ communities. 

Question: What happened to the transit study recommended in the ConNECTions study? Was there a separate transit 
study as result? 

Response: Stephanie from Indy MPO stated at that time, there was a study of transit corridors, but it did not move 
forward. During the last 5 years, there has been increased transit planning, including the “Indy Connect” Central Indiana 
Transit Plan. For this area the “Green Line” bus rapid transit has been planned, but it is currently on-hold. 

Question: Would an additional transit help with the level of service on the roadway? 

Response: Yes, increased transit would likely alleviate some congestion. However, most of the area already has 
unacceptable levels of service, and the region continues to grow. Therefore, transit is unlikely to solve the project needs.   

Deborah Snyder –USACE 

Question: Would the Waters Report be completed before the EA? 

Response: Yes, and we are anticipating a field check with USACE.  

Virginia Laszewski –USEPA 

Question: Any idea on the type of permits that will be needed? 

Response: Deb from USACE stated this project will likely qualify under the RGP, but that’s not certain.  [Construction in a 
Floodway permits, and IDEM Section 401 Individual permit, and IDEM Isolated Wetlands permit, and an IDEM Rule 5 
permit are anticipated.] 

Anuradha Kumar – INDOT CRO 

Question: What additional investigations for the cemetery are planned? 

Response: We have coordinated with CRO because there was no report submitted to SHPO.  Shaun Miller (INDOT) 
instructed the team to not investigate anything. 5-meter interval probe testing were proposed, but INDOT did not think 
that was necessary. The company that preformed the work was coordinated with, and they confirmed there is no report. 
The only information found was a journal article. 
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Virginia Laszewski –USEPA 

Question: When do we need to submit comments?  Do you need separate comments on the meeting materials disturbed 
beforehand? 

Response: We are requesting comments 30 business days from the date we distribute this summary.  It is acceptable to 
group your comments. 

The above-summary and attached PowerPoint Slides represent our recollection of the pertinent discussion points, 
decisions, and action items from the meeting.  Please contact the preparer, Juliet Port, at Juliet.port@parsons.com, 
within 30 business days from your receipt of this document if you wish to make any additions or corrections.  If revisions 
are made, the updated summary will be re-sent to all the attendants.  Otherwise, this summary shall stand as the official 
record of the meeting. 
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Clear Path 465
Resource Agency Meeting

November 2017

• Please sign‐in

• Safety Moment
• Emergency Exits, Stairs

• Project Team Introductions

• Project website:
www.clearpath465.indot.in.gov

Resource Agency Meeting (RAM) Welcome
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• Indianapolis Northeast Corridor
“ConNECTions Study”

• FEIS 2003

• Record of Decision (ROD) February
2004

• Purpose and Need

• Substantially Larger Project

Previous Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)

• Preferred Alternative
“H5 – Intermediate Freeway
Expansion” (10 lanes on I‐465; Add
lanes to SR 37, I‐69, and I‐70)

• Several portions of the project have
been broken off and constructed as
separate projects

FEIS Continued
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• Interchange Justification Study for I‐465 Northeast Side Road
Reconstruction/ Added Travel Lanes approved by FHWA 2010.

• I‐465/I‐69 Interchange portion was cancelled 2011.

• Clear Path 465
• “Alternatives Analysis” draft September 2017
• Included results of Environmental Screening Memorandum

Since 2004

Draft Purpose and Need (Summary)
The need for the Clear Path 465 project stems from insufficient capacity that causes 
backups during the peak hours and safety concerns due to a high volume of crashes 
within the project area.
• Congestion.  There is insufficient existing and future capacity in critical roadway

segments of the Project Limits, resulting in congestion issues. There are
unacceptable levels of service (LOS) for both base‐year (2015) and design‐year
(2040) traffic in each direction along critical roadway segments within the project
corridor.

• Safety. Between 2013 and 2015, over 1,058 crashes were reported within the
Project Limits – an average of nearly one crash per day. Contributing factors
include traffic congestion and weaving movements. There are also substandard
shoulder widths along I‐69.

The purpose of the Clear Path 465 Project is to improve overall traffic operation by 
increasing capacity to meet an acceptable LOS (at least LOS D), and to improve 
safety.
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Project Limits
N

Project Development Process 

Project Selection

Environmental 
phase begins

Develop 
Purpose & Need 

Analyze 
Alternatives

Early 
Coordination

Preliminary 
design phase 

Finalize 
Environmental 
Assessment and 

hold Public 
Hearing

Finding of No 
Significant 

Impact (FONSI)

Finalize Real 
Estate 

Acquisition
Complete 
Design

Construction  

• Environmental 
Analysis currently 
underway

• Fall 2017:
Recommended 
Alternative

• Spring 2019:
Finalize 
Environmental 
Assessment (EA)

• Spring 2019:  Hold 
Public Hearing

• Summer 2019:
Receive Finding of 
No Significant 
Impact (FONSI)

• Spring 2020:  Begin 
Construction

FHWA determined an EA is warranted for the Clear Path 465 project.
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Draft Alternative Analysis Report
Alternatives Analysis is based on many factors including:
• Safety
• Environmental considerations
• Traffic Operations analysis
• Optimize Value
• Constructability
• Public and Stakeholder Input
Four Alternatives are under evaluation: The “Do Nothing” and three 
build alternatives; Alternatives A, B, and C.

10

Common Design Elements (All Build Alternatives)
ROADWAY SEGMENT (SEE ADJACENT MAP)

# LANES
SEGMENT # DESCRIPTION

1 EB I-465: White River to Allisonville Road 4+1 Aux.

2 EB I-465: Allisonville Road off-ramp 1

3 EB I-465: Inside Allisonville Road Interchange 4

4 EB I-465: Allisonville Road on-ramp 2

5 EB I-465: Allisonville Road to I-69 Ramps 4+1 Aux.

9 NB I-465: 56th Street to I-69 Ramps 4+2 Aux.

11 WB I-465: I-69 Ramps to Allisonville Road 5+1 Aux.

12 WB I-465: Allisonville Road off-ramp 2

13 WB I-465: Allisonville Road to White River Br. 5

14 WB I-465: Allisonville Road on-ramp 1

16 NB I-69: 82nd Street on-ramp 1

17 NB I-69: north of 82nd Street 5

19 SB I-69: 82nd Street off-ramp 1

20 SB Binford Boulevard: South of 75th Street 3

25 71st Street: Under I-465 2
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Three Build Alternatives

Public Involvement Plan (initial draft June 2017) 

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) August 16, 2017
• Transportation officials, elected officials, emergency management,

schools, neighborhood advocate

Public Open House August 23, 2017
• Over 200 people attended; media attention

Social Media
• Website, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram

Outreach Activities 
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• Preliminary Red Flag Investigation (RFI),
April 2017

• Preliminary field investigations,
September 2016 and September 2017

• Preliminary Environmental Justice
Memorandum, July 2017

• Preliminary record check and above‐
ground survey for cultural resources,
February 2017

Initial Environmental Studies

Environmental Screening Memorandum
• No discernible

differences in
environmental impacts
between the three
build alternatives.
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Additional Environmental 
Studies:
• Waters of the US Report
• Cultural Resources/Section 106
• Hazardous Materials
• Noise Studies
• Section 4(f)

Next Steps
Additional Outreach:
• Environmental Justice Outreach

• Transportation Management
Plan Meetings

• Noise Meetings

• Public Hearing (Anticipated
Spring 2019)

EA Spring 2019

FONSI Summer 2019

Questions & Discussion

www.clearpath465.indot.in.gov
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Natural Resources Conservation Service
Indiana State Office

6013 Lakeside Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46278

317-290-3200

Helping People Help the Land.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

June 3, 2019

Keaton Veldkamp
Parsons
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Dear Mr. Veldkamp:

The proposed project to move forward with clear path 465 in Marion County, Indiana (Des. No
1400075), as referred to in your letter received April 25, 2019, will not cause a conversion of 
prime farmland.

If you need additional information, please contact Daniel Phillips at 317-295-5871.

Sincerely, 

JERRY RAYNOR
State Conservationist

JERRY RAYNOR Digitally signed by JERRY RAYNOR 
Date: 2019.06.05 09:08:51 -04'00'
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Natural Resources Conservation Service

PART I (To be completed by Federal Agency)

1. Name of Project

2. Type of Project

PART II (To be completed by NRCS)

3. Date of Land Evaluation Request

5. Federal Agency Involved

6. County and State

1. Date Request Received by NRCS

YES                NO

4.
Sheet 1 of

NRCS-CPA-106
(Rev. 1-91)

2. Person Completing Form

4. Acres Irrigated Average Farm Size

7. Amount of Farmland As Defined in FPPA

Acres: %

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING
FOR CORRIDOR TYPE PROJECTS

6. Farmable Land in Government Jurisdiction

Acres: %

3.  Does the corridor contain prime, unique statewide or local important farmland?
(If no, the FPPA does not apply - Do not complete additional parts of this form).

5. Major Crop(s)

8. Name Of Land Evaluation System Used 9. Name of Local Site Assessment System 10. Date Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS

Alternative Corridor For Segment
Corridor A            Corridor B Corridor C            Corridor D

PART III (To be completed by Federal Agency)

A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly, Or To Receive Services
C. Total Acres In Corridor

PART IV (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information

 A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmland
C. Percentage Of Farmland in County Or Local Govt. Unit To Be Converted
D. Percentage Of Farmland in Govt. Jurisdiction With Same Or Higher Relative Value
PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information Criterion Relative 
value of Farmland to Be Serviced or Converted (Scale of 0 - 100 Points)
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Corridor
Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(c))

1. Area in Nonurban Use
2. Perimeter in Nonurban Use
3. Percent Of Corridor Being Farmed
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government
5. Size of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average
6. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland

Maximum
Points

15
10
20
20
10
25
57. Availablility Of Farm Support Services

8. On-Farm Investments
9. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services

10. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

20
25
10

160TOTAL CORRIDOR ASSESSMENT POINTS

PART VII (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100

Total Corridor Assessment (From Part VI above or a local site
assessment) 160

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260

1. Corridor Selected: 2. Total Acres of Farmlands to be
Converted by Project:

5. Reason For Selection:

Signature of Person Completing this Part:

3. Date Of Selection: 4. Was A Local Site Assessment Used?

YES NO

DATE

NOTE: Complete a form for each segment with more than one Alternate Corridor

Clear Path 465 Des. 1400075

Interchange Modification/Added Travel Lanes

4/25/19
1

FHWA

Marion County, Indiana

✔ 66 Ac

Corn 257,818 69 166,453 65

LESA 5/17/2019

8.585
0.155
361

8.47
0
0.003
14

83

0
4
0
0
0
0
4

0
0
0
8 0 0

83 0 0 0

0

8 0 0 0

91 0 0 0

A 8.59 8/15/19 ✔

Meets purpose and need and provides best value.

8/15/19
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Veldkamp, Keaton

From: Veldkamp, Keaton
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2019 2:39 PM
To: Ruffner, Shelby - NRCS, Indianapolis, IN
Subject: RE: NRCS Response Letter - Des No 1400075
Attachments: Submit Des1400075.pdf

Hi Shelby, 
 
Please find the attached NRCS‐CPA‐106 Form for Des. No. 1400075. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Keaton Veldkamp 
Associate Environmental Planner 
 

From: Ruffner, Shelby ‐ NRCS, Indianapolis, IN <shelby.ruffner@usda.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 7, 2019 10:01 AM 
To: Veldkamp, Keaton <Keaton.Veldkamp@parsons.com> 
Subject: NRCS Response Letter ‐ Des No 1400075 
 

Please find attached NRCS Response Letter - Des No 1400075. 
 
Thanks, 
 

Shelby Ruffner 
 

Indiana State Office Administrative Support Assistant 
United States Department of Agriculture  
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
6013 Lakeside Boulevard  
Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 
Office: (317) 295-5842 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any 
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the law and 
subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email immediately.  
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TO: Juliet Port DATE: February 6, 2019 
 Parsons 
 
FROM:  Kathy Allen 
 Contractor to the City of Indianapolis    
 
SUBJECT:  Environmental Early Coordination for Des 1400075 Clear Path 465 
 
 
Ms. Port, 
 
This letter summarizes stormwater comments for the Environmental Early Coordination 
for the project referenced above.  
 

1. The project must comply with the City of Indianapolis Storm Water Design and 
Construction Manual including Chapter 700 Stormwater Quality and Chapter 
600 Erosion and Sediment Control. 

2. Projects within the 100-year floodplain must submit plan information to the 
Department of Business and Neighborhood Services for a FLD permit.  If this 
project is within a 100-year floodplain, please refer to attached design memo 
no. 2017.11. 
 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at 
317-327-8428 or by email at Kathy.allen@indy.gov. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy Allen, PLA, CPESC, CPMSM  
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Indiana Ecological Services Field Office

620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

Phone: (812) 334-4261 Fax: (812) 334-4273
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2019-SLI-0201 
Event Code: 03E12000-2019-E-03393  
Project Name: Clear Path 465, Des. 1400075

Subject: Updated list of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed 
project location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed project or may be affected by your 
proposed project. The list also includes designated critical habitat if present within your proposed 
project area or affected by your project. This list is provided to you as the initial step of the 
consultation process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also referred to 
as Section 7 Consultation.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat. To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representative) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project may affect  listed species or critical habitat.

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally. You may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list. As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates.

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/ 
s7process/index.html. This website contains step-by-step instructions which will help you 

March 18, 2019
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determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species and will help lead you 
through the Section 7 process.

For all wind energy projects and projects that include installing towers that use guy wires or 
are over 200 feet in height, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within your proposed project or may 
be affected by your proposed project.

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles are 
protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.) and Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles. Projects affecting these species may 
require measures to avoid harming eagles or may require a permit. If your project is near an 
eagle nest or winter roost area, see our Eagle Permits website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/ 
midwestbird/EaglePermits/index.html to help you determine if you can avoid impacting eagles or 
if a permit may be necessary.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Indiana Ecological Services Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121
(812) 334-4261
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2019-SLI-0201

Event Code: 03E12000-2019-E-03393

Project Name: Clear Path 465, Des. 1400075

Project Type: TRANSPORTATION

Project Description: The Clear Path 465 project is located on the northeast side of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. It begins along I-465 approximately 2.2 miles south 
of I-69 at the I-465 bridge over Fall Creek Road, continues through the 
I-69 interchange, and terminates approximately 2.4 miles west of I-69 at 
the White River Bridge. In the southwest, the project begins 0.8 mile 
south of the 75th Street/Binford Boulevard intersection and travels north 
along I-69, terminating approximately 1.4 miles north of I-465. The 
project includes the following interchanges: the I-465/Allisonville Road 
interchange, the I-465/I-69 interchange and the I-69/82nd Street 
interchange. The need for the Clear Path 465 project stems from 
insufficient capacity that causes backups during the peak hours and safety 
concerns due to a high volume of crashes within the project area. 
Alternative C Modified is the recommended alternative from the approved 
engineering document entitled Interstate Access Document. This 
alternative includes added travel lanes along I-465 and I-69, and 
reconfiguration of the I-465/I-69 and I-69/82nd Street interchanges. 
The majority of the project would occur within existing, previously 
disturbed right-of-way. Approximately 11.7 acres of permanent right-of- 
way and 4.0 acres of temporary right-of-way would be acquired. The 
proposed right-of-way consists of a portion of a 16.3-acre wooded parcel, 
six commercial properties, and a strip of commercial land. This project 
involves 20 existing bridges and 26 existing culverts. All of the bridges 
and culverts have been inspected for the presence of bats. 
Seven structures would be acquired: a vacant office building, two small 
commercial buildings, a hotel, a mini-barn, shelter, and a car dealership. 
The interior of these structures have not been inspected for evidence of 
bats. 
The project is tentatively scheduled to begin in 2020 and expected to last 
year-round for up to 5 years. The traffic management plan (TMP) is 
currently under development. To the extent practicable, construction will 
occur off-line to minimize lane closures and other impacts to motorists. 
The project would move and upgrade permanent lighting along the 
roadways. Temporary lighting may be used during construction.

Project Location:
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Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/place/39.89117656513456N86.05824167562872W

Counties: Marion, IN
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Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 1 of these species should be 
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
Species survey guidelines:  

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/1/office/31440.pdf

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:

Incidental take of the NLEB is not prohibited here. Federal agencies may consult using the 
4(d) rule streamlined process. Transportation projects may consult using the programmatic 
process. See www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/mammals/nleb/index.html

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
Species survey guidelines:  

https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/10043/office/31440.pdf

Threatened

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1
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Greenfield District
32 South Broadway
Greenfield, IN 46140

PHONE: 1-855-463-6848 
FAX: (317) 467-3957

Eric Holcomb, Governor
Joe McGuinness, 
Commissioner

April 12, 2019

Robin McWilliams-Munson
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Bloomington Field Office
620 South Walker Street
Bloomington, IN 47403-2121

RE:  Informal Consultation for the Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat
Des. 1400075
Clear Path 465 (I-465/I-69 Interchange Modification and Added Travel Lanes) 
Marion County, Indiana
Consultation Code: 03E12000-2019-SLI-0201

Dear Ms. McWilliams-Munson,

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)  is submitting this letter for
 informal consultation for the Indiana bat, Myotis sodalis, and northern long-eared bat, Myotis

septentrionalis (NLEB). Agency coordination for this project was initiated with a resource agency meeting
(RAM) held on November 14, 2017. Based on the project description and aerials below, this project does not 
adhere to the Range-wide Programmatic Consultation due to proposed tree clearing greater than 300 feet from
existing paved surfaces. 

Background
The Clear Path 465 project (Proposed Action) is located on the northeast side of Indianapolis, Indiana. It
begins along I-465 approximately 2.2 miles south of I-69 at the I-465 bridge over Fall Creek Road, continues
through the I-69 interchange, and terminates approximately 2.4 miles west of I-69 at the White River Bridge. In
the southwest, the project begins 0.8 mile south of the 75th Street/Binford Boulevard intersection and travels 
north along I-69 terminating approximately 1.4 miles north of I-465. The project includes the following 
interchanges: the I-465/Allisonville Road interchange, the I-465/I-69 interchange and the I-69/82nd Street 
interchange. The need for the Clear Path 465 project stems from insufficient capacity that causes backups
during the peak hours and safety concerns due to a high volume of crashes within the project area. A site
location map is provided as Figure 1.

The project study area was initially entered into the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for
Planning and Construction (IPaC) website to obtain the Official Species List; an updated list was obtained
March 18, 2019 (Attachment 2, pp1-6). The project area construction limits were uploaded to the IPaC website;
the file is entitled “I465I69ClearPathsConstructionLimits.shp.kmz”.

Existing Roadway Conditions
I-465 west of the I-69 interchange consists of three travel lanes in each direction plus auxiliary lanes for ramps.
East/south of the I-69 interchange, I-465 has four travel lanes in each direction. Noise barrier walls are present
along the west side of I-465 between 65th Street and 75th Street. I-69 consists of four travel lanes in each
direction. Binford Boulevard has two travel lanes in each direction. The existing bridges are summarized in
Table 2 in Attachment 3. The I-465/Allisonville Road interchange was reconfigured in 2014 from a diamond
style to a single point urban interchange. The I-465/I-69 interchange is a partial cloverleaf with a semi-
directional ramp. The I-69/82nd Street interchange is a folded diamond interchange.

www.in.gov/dot/
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Figure 1. Site Location Map

Alternatives
In addition to the No Build Alternative, a range of alternatives that would meet the project’s purpose and need
are being analyzed, which were discussed at the November 2017 RAM and shown in the Environmental 
Screening Memorandum. Alternative C Modified is the recommended alternative from the approved
engineering document entitled Interstate Access Document. This alternative is an adjustment of Alternative C.
The key design elements associated with the recommended alternative are summarized below.

Eastbound/Southbound I-465 Mainline
Eastbound I-465 between the White River bridge and Allisonville Road would have four mainline lanes,
one auxiliary lane, and an option lane.
Eastbound I-465 between Allisonville Road and the I-69 ramps would have four mainline lanes and one
auxiliary lane.
Southbound I-465 south of I-69 would have four mainline lanes and three lanes from the southbound I-
69 to southbound I-465 ramp.

Northbound/Westbound I-465 Mainline
Northbound I-465 from the 56th Street/Shadeland Avenue on-ramp would have four mainline lanes and
two auxiliary lanes.
Westbound I-465 would have six lanes between the I-69 ramps and Allisonville Road.
Westbound I-465 from the Allisonville off-ramp to the west end of the project area would have five
through lanes and would tie into the existing five lanes on the westbound I-465 bridge over the White
River.

Northbound/Southbound Binford Boulevard
Northbound Binford Boulevard north of 75th Street would split from two lanes to three lanes.
Southbound Binford Boulevard would exit southbound I-69 as a barrier-separated collector distributor
(C-D) between 96th Street and 82nd Street. Southbound Binford Boulevard would then continue along
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the two-lane C-D over 82nd Street and then along the west side of I-69 before crossing under the 
southbound I-69 to westbound I-465 ramp and I-465 mainline.
A signalized intersection would be installed at the eastbound I-465 to southbound Binford Boulevard
ramp to control traffic merging south onto Binford Boulevard.
A third lane would be added to southbound Binford Boulevard at 75th Street.

Northbound/Southbound I-69
From the I-465 interchange there would be six mainline northbound I-69 lanes to 82nd Street. The right
lane would drop after 82nd Street and before the 82nd street on-ramp and five northbound I-69 lanes
would continue north.
Southbound I-69 would have four mainline lanes and one auxiliary lane on the north end of the project
area.
The ramp from 82nd Street to southbound I-69 would be reconstructed to tie into the proposed four
southbound I-69 lanes.

I-465/I-69 System Interchange Ramps
A two-lane ramp would travel under I-465 and provide a direct connection from eastbound I-465 to
northbound I-69.
Northbound I-465 to northbound I-69 would be a three-lane ramp which passes over the northbound
Binford Boulevard to 82nd Street ramp.
The eastbound I-465 and northbound I-465 ramps to northbound I-69 would be completely separated
from local traffic heading to 82nd Street.
The southbound I-69 to southbound I-465 ramp would be reconstructed to the inside of its existing
alignment to provide room to construct the new southbound Binford Boulevard roadway.
The southbound I-69 to westbound I-465 ramp would provide two lanes.

I-465/I-69 Service Interchange Ramps and Local Roads
A service interchange ramp from eastbound I-465 to southbound Binford Boulevard would be provided.
The existing loop ramp from eastbound I-465 to northbound Binford Boulevard would be reconstructed
as a single-lane loop ramp for eastbound I-465 to 82nd Street traffic.
The northbound Binford Boulevard to westbound I-465 ramp would be a single lane loop ramp that
would be barrier separated.
There would be a dedicated barrier-separated C-D for all traffic to 82nd Street from I-465 and Binford
Boulevard.
A single lane ramp would be added from the northbound I-465 to northbound I-69 ramp to the
northbound 82nd Street off-ramp.
A new southbound I-69 off-ramp would be constructed north of 82nd Street to provide access from
southbound I-69 to 82nd Street and southbound Binford Boulevard.
An exit ramp from the southbound C-D to southbound Binford Boulevard would provide full access from
southbound I-69 to 82nd Street.
71st Street would be lowered under I-465 to meet the minimum vertical clearance requirements along
71st Street. The 71st Street Multi-Use Trail would be barrier-separated.
Castleton Road would be realigned.

Right-of-Way 
The majority of the project would occur within existing, previously disturbed right-of-way. Approximately 11.7
acres of permanent right-of-way and 4.0 acres of temporary right-of-way would be acquired. The proposed 
right-of-way consists of a portion of a 16.3-acre forested parcel, six commercial properties, and a strip of 
commercial land. 
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Structures
This project involves 20 existing bridges and 26 existing culverts. All of the bridges and culverts have been 
inspected for the presence of bats. The structure number, inspection date, crossing/location, and proposed 
scope of work are summarized in Tables 2 and 3 in Attachment 3.

Seven structures would be acquired: a vacant office building, two small commercial buildings, a hotel, a mini-
barn, shelter, and a car dealership. The interior of these structures have not been inspected for evidence of
bats. The buildings are shown in the Building Removals figure (Attachment 1, p6).

The analysis of noise impacts is underway. In order to accommodate added travel lanes, it is likely that
existing noise barriers will be moved near the edge of existing right-of-way or placed on new retaining walls,
and additional noise barriers may be installed along the project area. There are also several communication 
towers and billboards that would be relocated or demolished for this project.

Construction Schedule and Maintenance of Traffic
The project is tentatively scheduled to begin in 2020 and expected to last year-round for up to 5 years. The 
traffic management plan is currently under development. To the extent practicable, construction will occur off-
line to minimize lane closures and other impacts to motorists.

Existing Habitat and Bat Data
The project area consists mostly of previously disturbed right-of-way within a suburban area. Adjacent land
use generally consists of a mixture of commercial, residential, and wooded land. The study area includes a
16.3-acre wooded parcel located adjacent to the northwest of the I-465/I-69 interchange, where a new ramp is
proposed. Approximately 8.59 acres of land is proposed from this parcel. The western project terminus is at
the West Fork White River, which has a wooded riparian floodway. The southern terminus is at Fall Creek
Road, where Skiles Test Nature Preserve is adjacent to the west. Woolen Gardens Nature Preserve/Fall 
Creek Greenway is less than 0.2 mile to the south, and Fort Benjamin Harrison State Park is approximately 0.5
mile to the east. Relatively smaller strips of wooded land are also present within the project area along
streams, drainage ways, and fencerows.

The USFWS database was checked, and there are no reports of bats within a half-mile radius of the project
area. Based on verbal consultation with USFWS on March 13, 2019, there are records of bats not far from the 
southern project terminus near Fall Creek.  

The Indiana Department of Natural Resource, Division of Fish and Wildlife (IDNR-DFW), responded to early
coordination on October 6, 2017 (Attachment 2, pp7-10). The Natural Heritage Program identified Fort
Harrison State Park and the Bluffs of Fall Creek Nature Preserve within 0.5 mile of the southern project area.
IDNR-DFW did not identify records of the Indiana bat or NLEB within 0.5 mile of the project area.

Structures
The 20 existing bridges were inspected by INDOT for evidence of bats. The date of the most recent inspection 
is shown in Table 2 (Attachment 3).  Bridge No. 10, the I-69 northbound bridge over 82nd Street (I69-200-
05307 BNBL) was reported to have evidence of “birds and/or nests” and “heavy amounts of pigeon” in the 
INDOT bridge inspection report dated September 26, 2017 (Attachment 4, p1). Parsons inspected this bridge 
and the abutting southbound bridge on March 29, 2019 and verified the presence of pigeons, nests, and 
pigeon guano. No evidence of bat guano (i.e., mouse-like pellets) was observed (Attachment 4, p9).
Additionally, Bridge No. 25, the I-465 westbound bridge over White River and hiking trail (I465-127-05255
CWBL) was reported to have signs of “birds/swallows/nests” in the October 29, 2018 inspection report.  Lastly, 
Bridge No. 26, the I-465 northbound over Fall Creek Road and Fall Creek Trail bridge (I465-123-04864 CNBL) 
was reported to have signs of “birds/swallows/nests” in the June 25, 2018 inspection report. No other evidence
of wildlife using the bridges was reported in the bridge inspection reports. Excerpts of the bridge inspection
reports are provided in Attachment 4.

The 26 culverts were inspected by Parsons for evidence of bats in April and November 2018. No evidence of
bats or other wildlife was reported. The dates of the inspections and the results are summarized in Table 3
(Attachment 3).
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The six commercial structures that would be acquired are not yet accessible.  Once acquired, they will be 
inspected prior to demolition for evidence of bats as well as other concerns such as regulated asbestos 
containing materials.

Water Resources and Wetlands
The project area was surveyed for the presence of waters of the U.S., such as streams and wetlands.  
Excerpts from the approved Waters of the U.S. Report are provided in Attachment 5.  Additionally, an 
addendum is being prepared for the northern project terminus along I-69 where project limits may be extended
due to maintenance of traffic. (Note, this area is within existing right-of-way and within 100 feet of existing 
pavement.) 

Definition of Suitable Summer Habitat
In consultation with the USFWS Field Office, the project area was reviewed for the presence of suitable 
summer habitat for the bat species as defined by Appendix A of the USFWS 2018 Summer Survey 
Guidelines1. These definitions include the following: 

“Suitable summer habitat for Indiana bats consists of a wide variety of forested/wooded habitats where they 
roost, forage, and travel and may also include some adjacent and interspersed nonforested habitats such 
as emergent wetlands and adjacent edges of agricultural fields, old fields and pastures…Suitable summer 
habitat for NLEB consists of a wide variety of forested/wooded habitats where they roost, forage, and travel 
and may also include some adjacent and interspersed non-forested habitats such as emergent wetlands 
and adjacent edges of agricultural fields, old fields and pastures… 

Examples of unsuitable habitat: Trees found in highly-developed urban areas (e.g., street trees)… 

Assessment of Potential Suitable Summer Habitat 
The project area was split into four areas for the purposes of analyzing suitable summer habitat: the western 
project area, the forested parcel, the southern project area, and developed areas.  

WESTERN PROJECT AREA
The construction limits within the western project area, from the White River to Allisonville Road (Attachment 1, 
p1), were narrowed to avoid impacts to the forested floodplain and unnamed tributaries. This will be achieved 
by using mechanically-stabilized earth (MSE). All of the construction limits in this area are within 100 feet of 
existing paved surfaces. Therefore, the western project area is not considered likely “suitable summer habitat”. 

FORESTED PARCEL
The forested parcel northwest of the I-465/I-69 interchange (Attachment 1, p2) is a total of 16.3 acres. Based 
on aerial photographs2, much of this area was last farmed circa 1975, except for an area of mature trees that 
was identified in the approved Waters of the U.S. Report3 as containing forested wetlands (Wetlands 25 to 27,
Attachment 5, p2). 

Tree species identified within the forested parcel include silver maple (Acer saccharinum), American elm 
(Ulmus americana), green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), red maple (Acer rubrum), autumn olive (Elaeagnus 
umbellate), honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii), swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor), eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoides), and northern white oak (Quercus alba).  Based on the presence of a block of forest that contains
mature trees and forested wetlands, the forested parcel is considered likely “suitable summer habitat.” 

1 Range-Wide Indiana Bat Survey Guidelines, April 2018. Appendix A, pp13-14 https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/
mammals/inba/ surveys/pdf/2018RangewideIBatSurveyGuidelines.pdf
2 http://maps.indy.gov/MapIndy/index.html
3 Waters of the U.S. Report - Clear Path 465, Des. No. 1400075, October 2, 2018; prepared by Parsons on behalf of INDOT.
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SOUTHERN PROJECT AREA
From East 65th Street to the southern terminus at the bridge over Fall Creek Road, the project area is adjacent
to Skiles Test Nature Preserve (Attachment 1, p3). All work in this area is confined within existing interstate
right-of-way. As discussed above, there are many habitat resources along Fall Creek, and USFWS indicated 
there are records of protected bats not far from this area. Therefore, the wooded areas within this portion of the 
project area is considered likely “suitable summer habitat”.

DEVELOPED AREAS
As visible on aerial photographs (Attachment 1, pp1-5), much of the land surrounding the project area is highly-
developed with residential neighborhoods, retail centers, office parks, and warehouses. The project area
adjacent to the highly-developed areas consists of existing interstate right-of-way.  These areas are similar to 
the “Examples of unsuitable habitat:…Trees found in highly-developed urban areas (e.g., street 
trees)…”(USFWS 2018, p14).  Therefore, the portions of the project area adjacent to highly-developed areas 
are not considered likely “suitable summer habitat”.

Impacts
During construction, noise and vibrations throughout the project area would increase above current levels.
Bridges and culverts would be repaired, replaced, extended, or left as-is, as summarized in Tables 2 and 3 
(Attachment 3). Commercial structures would be demolished. Additionally, tree clearing is needed to 
accommodate the added travel lanes and interchange ramps. The proposed tree clearing is shown on the 
Tree Clearing figures in Attachment 1 and are summarized below. 

Table 1. Tree Clearing Summary

Area
Acres of Trees with 

100 ft of existing 
paved surfaces

Acres of Trees more 
than 100 ft, but less 

than 300 ft from 
existing paved surfaces

Acres of Trees more 
than 300 ft from 

existing paved surfaces

Total Acres of 
Trees

Entire Project Area 14.23 5.77 0.49 20.49
Within Suitable Summer Habitat

Forested Parcel 1.78 4.39 0.49 6.66
Southern Project 
Area 2.15 0.18 0.00 2.33

The project would move and upgrade permanent lighting along the roadways. Temporary lighting may be used 
during construction. Temporary lighting would be directed away from suitable habitat during the bats’ active 
season. All permanent lighting would be directed away from suitable habitat during the active season. All
permanent lighting would be downward facing. Replacement lighting would use the same intensity or less than 
the existing lighting. 

The proposed impact to streams and wetlands were identified in the Waters of the U.S. Report (Attachment 5).
These impacts will be minimized and mitigated for through the Section 401/404 permitting process.

Commitments
The following commitments are proposed as Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMMs) to reduce 
potential impacts to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat.

Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed bat habitat
are aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental commitments, including all
applicable avoidance and minimization measures.

All phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) would be modified, to the
extent practicable, to avoid tree removal in excess of what is required to implement the project safely.

Tree removal would be limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors would
understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., bright colored flagging/fencing
would be installed prior to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing limits).
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All tree removal activities would be restricted to when Indiana bats and northern long-eared bats are not
likely to be present (e.g., the inactive season) October 1 – March 30.

All temporary lighting would be directed away from suitable habitat during the active season.

When installing new or replacing existing permanent lights, use downward-facing, full cut-off lens lights
(with same intensity or less for replacement lighting); or for those transportation agencies using the
BUG system developed by the Illuminating Engineering Society, the goal is to be as close to 0 for all
three ratings with a priority of "uplight" of 0 and "backlight" as low as practicable.

The interior of commercial structures would be inspected for evidence of bats prior to demolition.
Bridge and culvert structures would be re-inspected for the presence of bats at least 24 months prior to
any work to the structure or roadway above/below the structure. If bat activity or signs of frequent bat
activity (e.g., guano stains) are observed, further coordination with USFWS would occur.

A “Reinitiation Notice” is required if: more than 20.49 acres of trees are to be cleared; the amount or
extent of incidental take of Indiana bat is exceeded; new information about listed species is
encountered; new species is listed or critical habitat designated that the project may affect; the project
is modified in a manner that causes an effect to the listed species; or, new information reveals that the
project may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner not considered in the project information.

Conclusion
In consultation with USFWS, it was determined that the Proposed Action is not within the scope of the
Programmatic Biological Opinion for Transportation Projects in the Range of the Indiana Bat and Northern 
Long-Eared Bat and will be processed as standard informal consultation.

Based on the review of existing data, structure inspections, assessment of likely  suitable summer 
habitat , tree clearing quantities/mapping, and applied AMMs, the FHWA has determined the proposed project
has an effect finding of “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect - with AMMs” for the endangered
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and the threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis).

The FHWA is requesting USFWS concurrence with this project “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect -
with AMMs” determination.

Please contact Juliet Port at (317) 616-4693 or Juliet.Port@parsons.com if you have any questions or require 
additional information. We appreciate your attention to this project.

Certain attachments 
intentionally omitted. Refer 
to Appendix B for graphics.
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Table 2. Clear Path 465 Bridges

Bridge No. Structure No. Date Inspected for Bats Evidence of Bats? Location/Crossing  Scope of Work

1
I465‐125‐02377 BNBL 
(existing) TBD (new)

6/14/2018 No
I‐465 westbound over I‐69 southbound to I‐465 

southbound Ramp, railroad, southbound Binford Boulevard
Demolish existing. New bridge moved off‐line to the north 

(3 spans)

2
I465‐125‐02377 JCSBL 

(Existing)
TBD (New)

6/14/2018 No
I‐465 eastbound over I‐69 southbound to I‐465 

southbound Ramp, railroad, southbound Binford Boulevard
Demolish existing. New bridge moved off‐line to the north 

(3 spans)

3
I465‐125‐05270 BNBL 

(Existing)
TBD (New)

6/25/2018 No
I‐465 westbound over I‐69, Binford Boulevard, I‐465 

eastbound to I‐69 northbound ramp

Demolish existing. New bridge moved off‐line to the north 
(2 spans)

4
I465‐125‐05270 JCSBL 

(Existing)
TBD (New)

6/25/2018 No
I‐465 eastbound over I‐69, Binford Boulevard, I‐465 

eastbound to I‐69 northbound ramp
Demolish existing. New bridge moved off‐line to the north 

(2 spans)

5
I465‐125‐05271 B

(Existing)
TBD (New)

6/26/2018 No
I‐69 southbound to I‐465 southbound ramp over 

northbound Binford Boulevard
Demolish existing. New bridge moved off‐line to the north 

(inside of existing) (2 spans)

6 TBD N/A No
I‐465 eastbound Ramp to I‐69 northbound over I‐69, 

railroad, southbound Binford Boulevard
New bridge (3 span)

7 TBD N/A No
I‐69 southbound to I‐465 westbound over railroad, 

southbound Binford Boulevard 
New bridge
(2 spans)

8 TBD N/A No
I‐465 northbound ramp to I‐69 northbound over 

northbound Binford Boulevard 
New bridge

(assumed 1 span)

9 TBD N/A No I‐69 northbound collector‐distributor (C‐D) ramp to 82nd 

Street over 82nd Street
New bridge 

(assumed 2 spans)

10 I69‐200‐05307 BNBL 3/29/2019
No (pigeon guano was 

observed)
I‐69 northbound over 82nd Street

Deck replacement and widening with semi‐integral 
endbents

11 I69‐200‐05307 JCSBL 3/29/2019
No (pigeon guano was 

observed)
I‐69 southbound over 82nd Street

Deck replacement and widening with semi‐integral 
endbents

12 TBD N/A N/A
82nd Street southbound on‐ramp to southbound Binford 

Boulevard over 82nd Street
New bridge (assumed 2 spans)

13 TBD N/A N/A
I‐69 southbound ramp to southbound Binford Boulevard 

over 82nd Street
New bridge (assumed 2 spans)

14 TBD N/A N/A
I‐69 southbound ramp to southbound Binford Boulevard 

over southbound 82nd Street on‐ramp
New bridge (assumed 2 spans)

15 I465‐124‐05268 CNBL 6/25/2018 No I‐465 northbound over 71st Street
Deck replacement and widening with semi‐integral 

endbents 

16 I465‐124‐05268 CSBL 6/25/2018 No I‐465 southbound over 71st Street
Deck replacement and widening with semi‐integral 

endbents 
17 I465‐125‐02377 DRB 6/14/2018 No I69 SB to I465 WB over the railroad Bridge Removal and new bridge
18 I465‐123‐05267CNBL 6/25/2018 No I‐465 northbound over Fall Creek Road Temporary Striping
19 I465‐123‐05267 JCSB  6/25/2018 No I‐465 southbound over Fall Creek Road Temporary Striping

20 I465‐124‐09121 6/25/2018 No E 75th Street over I‐465
No work on the bridge. Added travel lanes/resurfacing 

beneath.
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Bridge No. Structure No. Date Inspected for Bats Evidence of Bats? Location/Crossing  Scope of Work

21 I465‐125‐09122 EBL 6/14/2018 No
 E 82nd Street eastbound over I‐465 

eastbound/westbound
No work on the bridge. Added travel lanes/resurfacing 

beneath.

22 I465‐125‐09630 WBL 6/14/2018 No
E 82nd Street westbound over I‐465 

eastbound/westbound
No work on the bridge. Added travel lanes/resurfacing 

beneath.

23 I465‐126‐09117 6/15/2018 No Allisonville Road over I‐465 eastbound/westbound
No work on the bridge. Added travel lanes/resurfacing 

beneath.
24 I465‐127‐05255 CEBL 10/29/2018 No I‐465 eastbound over White River and hiking trail Temporary Striping

25 I465‐127‐05255 CWBL 10/29/2018
No (birds/swallows/ 
nests were noted)

I‐465 westbound over White River and hiking trail Temporary Striping

26 I465‐123‐04864 CNBL 6/25/2018
No (birds/swallows/ 
nests were noted)

I‐465 northbound over Fall Creek and Fall Creek Trail Temporary Striping

27 I465‐123‐04864 JDSB 6/25/2018 No I‐465 southbound over Fall Creek and Fall Creek Trail Temporary Striping
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Table 3. Clear Path 465 Culverts

No. Structure No. Location Waterbody Parsons Inspection 
Date

Evidence of 
bats?

Est’m 
Cover (ft)

Existing 
Structure Length Work Type Des. No.

1 CV I465-049-34.78 1.530 mile east of 
Keystone Avenue near UNT 2 to White River 11/30/2018 No 10 50" x 31" CMP 280 Repair - Extend host pipe 

and line 1801636

2 CV I465-049-34.96 1.710 mile east of 
Keystone Avenue UNT 2 to White River 4/5/2018 No 10 91" x 58" 

RCPE 280 Repair - Extend pipe 1801637

3 CV I465-049-35.31 L
located below Allisonville 

Road just north of 
intersection.

UNT 2 to White River 4/12/2018 No 10 72" RCP 180 Repair - Extend pipe 1801638

4 CV I465-049-35.31 R
located below Allisonville 

Road just south of 
intersection.

UNT 2 to White River 4/5/2018 No 10 91” x 58” 
RCEP 180 Repair - Extend pipe 1801640

5 CV I465-049-35.76 R located below W. end of 
82nd Street bridge near UNT 1 to Allison Run 11/30/2018 No 3 3' X 6' RC Box 120 Existing structure remain in 

place 1801641

6 CV I465-049-35.77 2.550 mile east of 
Keystone Avenue UNT 1 to Allison Run 4/5/2018 No 4 53" x 34" 

RCEP 300 Repair - Extend pipe 1801642

7 CV I465-049-35.85 2.620 mile east of 
Keystone Avenue UNT 2 to Allison Run 4/5/2018 No 2  30"x51" RCEP 320 Repair - Extend pipe 1801643

8 CV I465-049-36.15 2.920 mile east of 
Keystone Avenue Howland Ditch 4/5/2018 No 4

16'-7 x 10'-1 
SPPA w/ steel 

liner 
240

Existing structure remain in 
place.  No hydraulic 

evaluation
1801644

9 Str. 465-77  (no asset tag) 3.1 mi east of Keystone 
Avenue UNT 1 to Howland Ditch 11/30/2018 No 3 30” RCP 165 Replacement - Type 1, 42" 

Circular pipe 1801639

10 CV I465-049-36.72 R 3.500 mile east of 
Keystone Avenue UNT 1 to Hillsdale Run 4/5/2018 No 6 8'-9 x 6'-3 

CMP 185 Replacement - Type 1, 
14'x5' RCB 1801645

11 CV I465-049-36.75 3.510 mile east of 
Keystone Avenue UNT 1 to Hillsdale Run 11/30/2018 No 10 84" CMP 340 Replacement - Type 1, 

12'x5' RCB 1801646

12 CV I465-049-36.86 R
3.620 mile east of 

Keystone Avenue (located 
under Binford Boulevard)

UNT 2 to Hillsdale Run 4/5/2018 No 5 48” CMP 255 Replacement - Type 1, 60" 
Circular pipe 1801647

13 CV I465-049-37.41 0.600 mile south of I69 Blue Creek 11/30/2018 No 5 9'-9 x 6'-7 
CSPA 300 Replacement - Type 1, 

14'x8' RCB 1801648

14 CV I465-049-37.50 0.690 mile south of I69 UNT 3 to Blue Creek 11/30/2018 No 7 72" X 44 CMP 280 Replacement - Type 1, 84" 
Circular Pipe 1801649

15 CV I465-49-37.88 1.070 mile south of I69 UNT 5 to Blue Creek 4/5/2018 No 12 84" x 48" 
CSPA 320 Replacement - Type 1, 

Deformed Pipe, 35 SFT 1801650

16 Str. 465-79.1   (no asset tag) 1.2 mile south of I69 Near UNT 5 to Blue Creek 11/30/2018 No 3 36” CMP 335 Replacement - Type 1, 42" 
Circular pipe 1801651

17 CV I465-049-38.22 1.360 mile south of I69 Wetland AX /AW 11/30/2018 No 3 48" x 33" CMP 300 Replace to provide cover.  
Type 1, 6'x3' RCB 1801652

18 Str. 465-82 (Asset Tag Req'd) 1.5 mile south of I-69 Wetland AY/UNT 1 to 
Garden Run 11/30/2018 No 3 36” CMP 250 Replacement - Type 1, 

Deformed Pipe, 8.9 SFT 1801653

19 CV I69-049-200.11 0.110 mile north of I465 Wetland AI/AH 4/12/2018 No 3
48" x 33" CMP 

w/ 36" x 24" 
Liner

80 Replacement - Type 1 with 
span > 48" 1801654

20 CV I69-049-200.15 0.155 mile north of I465 UNT 1 to Hillsdale Ditch 4/12/2018 No 2 8'-7 x 5'-11 
CMP 320 Structure will be removed 1801655
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No. Structure No. Location Waterbody Parsons Inspection 
Date

Evidence of 
bats?

Est’m 
Cover (ft)

Existing 
Structure Length Work Type Des. No.

21 CV I69-049-200.18 R 0.178 mile north of I465 UNT 1 to Hillsdale Ditch 4/12/2018 No 1 9'-0 x 6'-0 
CMP 80 Replacement - Type 1,  

RCB w/ span ~ 6-ft 1801656

22 CV I69-049-200.71 0.702 mile north of I465 UNT 7 to Howland Ditch 4/12/2018 No 12 58" x 36" 
CSPA 350 Replacement - Type 1, 7'x4' 

RCB 1801657

23 CV I69-049-200.90 L 0.900 mile north of I465 Howland Ditch 4/12/2018 No 4 Twin 60" CMP 160
Repair or Replace.  Utilizing 
onsite detention, pipe may 

be lined.
1801658

24 CV I69-049-200.92 0.920 mile north of I465 Howland Ditch 4/12/2018 No 15 Twin 54" CMP 468
Repair or Replace.  Utilizing 
onsite detention, pipe may 

be extended and lined.
1801659

25 CV I69-049-200.93 R 0.930 mile north of I465 Howland Ditch 4/12/2018 No 4 Twin 54" CMP 205
Repair or Replace.  Utilizing 
onsite detention, pipe may 

be extended and lined.
1801660

26 Str. 69-5.1 (Asset Tag Req'd) 1.18 mile N of I465 UNT 9 to Howland Ditch 11/30/2018 No 2 43” x 27” 
CSPA 210

Replacement - Type 1, 
10'x4' RCB on new 

alignment
1801661

27 CV CSAW-2 0.08 mile N of I465 Wetland Z 2/28/2019 No 28 33" CMP 298 TBD TBD
28 CV B-1 0.2 mile S of 75th Street UNT 3 to Howland Ditch 2/28/2019 No 3 24" CMP 217 TBD TBD

29 CV B-2 0.06 mile S of 75th Street UNT 5 to Howland Ditch 2/28/2019 No 4 30" CMP 151 TBD TBD

UNT = unnamed tributary; CMP = corrugated metal pipe; RCEP = reinforced concrete elliptical pipe; SSPA = structural steel plate arch; RCP= reinforced concrete pipe; RC box = reinforced concrete box; CSPA= corrugated steel 
pipe arch
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Attachment 4 – Excerpts from Bridge Inspection Reports 
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Port, Juliet

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] DES 1400075 Clear Path Bat Coordination I-465 and I-69
Attachments: LetterUSFWS reBats ClearPath465 1400075 4-17-19.pdf

 

From: McWilliams, Robin [mailto:robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2019 3:07 PM 
To: Hinkle, Meghan <MHinkle@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] DES 1400075 Clear Path Bat Coordination I‐465 and I‐69 
 
**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Dear Ms. Hinkle,  
 

These comments have been prepared under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (l6 
U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) and are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 
l969, the Endangered Species Act of l973, as amended, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
Mitigation Policy. 

  

According to information you provided our office, the proposed project consists of I-465/I-69 
interchange modification and added travel lanes on the northeast side of Indianapolis, Indiana. It begins along I-
465 approximately 2.2 miles south of I-69 at the I-465 bridge over Fall Creek Road, continues through the I-69 
interchange, and terminates approximately 2.4 miles west of I-69 at the White River Bridge. In the southwest, 
the project begins 0.8 mile south of the 75th Street/Binford Boulevard intersection and travels north along I-69 
terminating approximately 1.4 miles north of I-465. Alternative C Modified is the recommended alternative.  

 

The project area consists mostly of previously disturbed right-of-way within a suburban area. Adjacent land use 
generally consists of a mixture of commercial, residential, and wooded land. The study area includes a 16.3-acre 
wooded parcel located adjacent to the northwest of the I-465/I-69 interchange, where a new ramp is proposed. 
Approximately 8.59 acres of land is proposed from this parcel. The western project terminus is at the West Fork 
White River, which has a wooded riparian floodway. The southern terminus is at Fall Creek Road, where Skiles 
Test Nature Preserve is adjacent to the west. Woolen Gardens Nature Preserve/Fall Creek Greenway is less than 
0.2 mile to the south, and Fort Benjamin Harrison State Park is approximately 0.5 mile to the east. Relatively 
smaller strips of wooded land are also present within the project area along streams, drainage ways, and 
fencerows.  

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Based on a review of the information you provided, we recommend the following mitigation measures 
be included in the final project plans to minimize adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources: 

  

1.   Avoid all work within the inundated part of the stream channel (in  perennial streams 
and larger intermittent streams) during the fish spawning season (April 1 through June 30), 
except for work within sealed structures such as caissons or cofferdams that were installed 
prior to the spawning season. No equipment should be operated below Ordinary High Water 
Mark during this time unless the machinery is within the caissons or on the cofferdams.  

  

2.  Restrict below low-water work to placement of piers, pilings and/or footings, shaping of the 
spill slopes around the bridge abutments, and placement of riprap. 

  

3.  Restrict channel work and vegetation clearing to the minimum necessary. 

  

4.  Construct new structures with a widened span and benches on one or both sides 
to    provide for wildlife crossing, if practical.  The crossing should be above normal high water, 
relatively flat and with natural substrate suitable for use by a wide variety of wildlife. 

  

5.  If riprap is utilized for bank stabilization, extend it below low-water elevation to provide 
aquatic habitat. 

  

6.  Implement temporary erosion and siltation control devices such as placement of riprap 
check dams in drainage ways and ditches, installation of silt fences, covering exposed areas 
with erosion control materials, and grading slopes to retain runoff in basins. 

  

7.   Re-vegetate all disturbed soil areas immediately upon project completion, using native 
trees and shrubs in the riparian zone wherever feasible. 

  

             8.  Post DO NOT DISTURB signs at the construction zone boundaries and do not clear trees 
or understory vegetation outside the boundaries.  

              

Des. No. 1400075 Appendix C Page C-81



3

             9.  To protect water quality we recommend using pollutant-trapping technology such as storm 
drain inserts, etc. on any new roadway sections to                   reduce runoff of urban pollutants to 
local stream systems. 

 

 

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES 

 

The proposed project is within the range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and 
the federally threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) (NLEB). There are records of 
both species in Marion County.  

  

Indiana bats hibernate in caves then disperse to reproduce and forage in relatively undisturbed 
forested areas associated with water resources during spring and summer. Recent research has 
shown that they will inhabit fragmented landscapes with adequate forest for roosting and 
foraging.  Young are raised in nursery colony roosts in trees, typically near drainage-ways in 
undeveloped areas.  Like all other bat species in Indiana, the Indiana bat diet consists exclusively of 
insects. 

  

The northern long-eared bat is listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.  At this time, 
no critical habitat has been proposed for the NLEB.  The entire state of Indiana is within the known 
range of the NLEB. During the summer, NLEBs typically roost singly or in colonies in cavities, 
underneath bark, crevices, or hollows of both live and dead trees and/or snags (typically ≥3 inches 
dbh).  Males and non-reproductive females may also roost in cooler places, like caves and 
mines.  This bat seems opportunistic in selecting roosts, using tree species based on presence of 
cavities or crevices or presence of peeling bark.  It has also been occasionally found roosting in 
structures like barns and sheds (particularly when suitable tree roosts are unavailable).  They forage 
for insects in upland and lowland woodlots and tree lined corridors.  During the winter, NLEBs 
predominately hibernate in caves and abandoned mine portals. Additional habitat types may be 
identified as new information is obtained. 

  

There is suitable summer habitat for both of these species present throughout the area surrounding 
the project site, including wooded areas within the project boundary. The project will not eliminate 
enough habitat to affect these species, but to avoid incidental take from removal of an occupied roost 
tree we recommend that tree-clearing be avoided during the period April 1 - September 30.  If this 
measure is implemented we concur that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect the 
Indiana bat or the northern long-eared bat.  
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This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act of l973, as amended.  However, should new information arise pertaining to 
project plans or a revised species list be published, it will be necessary for the Federal agency to 
reinitiate consultation. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment at this early stage of project planning.  If project plans 
change such that fish and wildlife habitat may be affected, please re-coordinate with our office as 
soon as possible.  If you have any questions about our recommendations, please call Robin 
McWilliams Munson at (812) 334-4261 (Ext. 207). 

 

Sincerely, 

Robin 
 
Robin McWilliams Munson  
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
620 South Walker Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 46403 
812-334-4261 x. 207 Fax: 812-334-4273 
 
 
Monday, Tuesday - 7:30a-3:00p 
Wednesday, Thursday - telework 8:30a-3:00p 
 
 
 
On Tue, Apr 16, 2019 at 10:14 AM Hinkle, Meghan <MHinkle@indot.in.gov> wrote: 

Good Morning Robin, 

  

Attached is the updated letter for DES 1400075 Clear Path for your review.   

  

Let me know if you have any questions or comments. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Meghan Hinkle 
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Major Projects / LPA Review Liaison  

Environmental Services Division  

Indiana Department of Transportation 

100 N Senate Ave N 642 

Indianapolis, IN 46204‐2216 

317‐232‐1490 

Email: MHinkle@indot.IN.gov 

[in.gov] 

  

From: McWilliams, Robin [mailto:robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2019 11:11 AM 
To: Hinkle, Meghan <MHinkle@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] DES 1400075 Clear Path Bat  
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From: Nguyen, Long
To: Jones, Larry; Chappell, Bill; Port, Juliet
Subject: RE: Clear Path 465 Request for Information
Date: Thursday, December 07, 2017 2:24:31 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

 

From: Jones, Larry 
Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2017 2:15 PM
To: Chappell, Bill <Bill.Chappell@indy.gov>; Nguyen, Long <Long.Nguyen@indy.gov>
Subject: FW: Clear Path 465 Request for Information
 
Was the sidewalk to the INDOT exit ramp a part of the original project or did we extend it during
construction?
 

From: Port, Juliet [mailto:Juliet.Port@parsons.com] 
Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2017 2:08 PM
To: Jones, Larry <Larry.Jones@indy.gov>
Cc: Zwoyer, Mark <Mark.Zwoyer@Indy.Gov>; Park, Melody <Melody.Park@Indy.Gov>; Nicholson,
Angela <Angela.Nicholson@indy.gov>; Chaifetz, Carl <Carl.Chaifetz@parsons.com>
Subject: RE: Clear Path 465 Request for Information
 
Larry,
 
We appreciate your quick response.   We were aware DPW had discussions with INDOT about
the 82nd St sidewalks; that’s one of the reasons we reached out to you for more information. 
 
We would like a copy of the plans for the new sidewalk on the north side of E 82nd (west of the
interchange).  Is that something you can email? Alternatively, we can probably look it up
ourselves if you can share the INDOT contract number.
 
Thank You,
 
Juliet Port
 
From: Jones, Larry [mailto:Larry.Jones@indy.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, December 07, 2017 10:28 AM
To: Port, Juliet <Juliet.Port@parsons.com>
Cc: Zwoyer, Mark <Mark.Zwoyer@Indy.Gov>; Park, Melody <Melody.Park@Indy.Gov>; Nicholson,
Angela <Angela.Nicholson@indy.gov>

Des. No. 1400075 Appendix C Page C-85

mailto:Larry.Jones@indy.gov
mailto:Bill.Chappell@indy.gov
mailto:Juliet.Port@parsons.com
mailto:Juliet.Port@parsons.com
mailto:Larry.Jones@indy.gov
mailto:Mark.Zwoyer@Indy.Gov
mailto:Melody.Park@Indy.Gov
mailto:Angela.Nicholson@indy.gov
mailto:Carl.Chaifetz@parsons.com
mailto:Larry.Jones@indy.gov
mailto:Juliet.Port@parsons.com
mailto:Mark.Zwoyer@Indy.Gov
mailto:Melody.Park@Indy.Gov
mailto:Angela.Nicholson@indy.gov

oA RemsrLITaTION (a8/3m sTaDaRDS)
Finia seseniat (Fremvay/Bepsessvay)

e v maze

Revsza awe e e




Parsons PLUS
envision more





Subject: RE: Clear Path 465 Request for Information
 
Juliet,
 

82nd Street at I-69
 

We are currently wrapping up the construction of the resurfacing of 82nd Street from Allisonville
Road to Bash Road a Federally Funded project that includes 9,300 Lft. of new sidewalk providing

pedestrian access along both sides of 82nd Street. The new sidewalk on the north side of 82nd Street

extends to the current INDOT ramp from SB I-69 to 82nd Street. On the south side our new sidewalk
connects to existing sidewalk at Bash Street. This existing sidewalk extends under the I-69 bridges

over 82nd Street and extending to existing sidewalk on the south side of 82nd Street at Shadeland

Ave. We also just completed the widening of 82nd Street from Hague Road to Lantern Road. This

added travel lane project also included 11,200 feet new sidewalk on both sides of 82nd Street. In

January we are bidding the 82nd Street Added Travel Lanes project from Lantern Road to Fall Creek
Road (Des No. 1383172). This project provides another 4,300 feet of new sidewalk extending

pedestrian connectivity along 82nd Street to Fall Creek Road.
 
DPW currently has no projects in development to provide pedestrian facilities for the north side of

82nd Street within the limits of the I-69 interchange. We were aware of the upcoming INDOT
interchange project that is now  being called Clear Path 465 and felt anything we constructed prior
to it would only be temporary. In our previous meetings with INDOT we have been very clear that we

want them to connect to the existing sidewalks on the north side of 82nd Street both east and west
of I-69 as a part of their Clear Path 465 project.
 

75th Street and Binford Blvd. (Des No. 1401015)
 

We currently have an HSIP project in design on Binford Blvd from 38th Street to I-69 that is funded
for construction FY 2019. As a part of that project one of goals was to connect to the existing
sidewalk at Kitley Ave. on the east side of Heritage Christian School campus and extend pedestrian

facilities to the west along the south side of 75th Street through the Binford Blvd. intersection. We
are still in preliminary engineering with the details of this goal. Mark Zwoyer is the point person for
that project.  
 
I hope this has answered your questions. If not feel free to give me a call.
 
 

From: Port, Juliet [mailto:Juliet.Port@parsons.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 3:45 PM
To: Jones, Larry <Larry.Jones@indy.gov>
Subject: FW: Clear Path 465 Request for Information
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Larry – I tried to copied you, but I didn’t use the correct email address.  Sorry about that.  Please
see below.
 
Juliet Port
 
From: Port, Juliet 
Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2017 3:42 PM
To: Mark Zwoyer <mark.zwoyer@indy.gov>
Cc: Perron, Mark <Mark.Perron@parsons.com>; Chaifetz, Carl <Carl.Chaifetz@parsons.com>; Larry
Jones <larryjones@indy.gov>
Subject: Clear Path 465 Request for Information
 
RE:       Clear Path 465
             Request for Information from DPW
            Pedestrian Improvement Projects / Existing Sidewalks
             Des. 1400075
 
Mark,
 
As you know, we are working on behalf of INDOT on this project.  We would like additional
information on the existing and proposed sidewalks in these areas:

Along E 82nd Street beneath the I-69 bridge and interchange ramps
The intersection of E 75th Street and Binford Blvd

 
We were told there are plans to widen the southern sidewalk along E 82nd Street (for ADA?). 
Also, is there a sidewalk planned beneath the bridge and across the ramps for the north side of
E. 82nd Street?   Are there any plans or scoping documents you can share?    Likewise, is there
anything you can send us on 75th and Binford?
 
We appreciate your time and assistance on this project.  Please do not hesitate to contact us
with any questions or concerns.
 
Thank You,
 
Juliet Port, LPG
Senior Environmental Planner
101 W Ohio St., Suite 2121 - Indianapolis, IN 46204
juliet.port@parsons.com - P: +1 317.616.4693
                  
PARSONS - Envision More
www.parsons.com | LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook           
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Port, Juliet

From: Miller, Daniel J
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 8:46 AM
To: Denman, Andre T
Cc: Colvin, Don; Sheets, Nathan; Zortman, Gretchen S.; Borden, David; 'Shi, Runfa'; Ronald Bales; Miller, 

Brandon; Perron, Mark; Port, Juliet
Subject: RE: Clear Path 465; INDOT Des. No. 1400075; Section 4(f)

Good morning Andre’, 
The comment period for the East 71st Street Multi‐Use Trail Legal Notice ended on July 10, 2020.   The only comments 
received were about the design of the project (unrelated to the trail).  We will be finalizing the EA and preparing for the 
public hearing.  I will notify you when a date is set.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  I hope all is well. 
 
Thanks, 
Dan 
 
Daniel J. Miller 
Project Manager/Environmental Services Manager 
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121 - Indianapolis, IN  46204 
Daniel.J.Miller@Parsons.com  
Direct:  317.616.4663 / Mobile:  812.987.1578 

PARSONS – Envision More 
www.parsons.com | LinkedIn | Twitter | Facebook 

 

 

 

 
 
 

From: Denman, Andre T <Andre.Denman@indy.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 11:44 AM 
To: Miller, Daniel J <Daniel.J.Miller@parsons.com> 
Cc: Colvin, Don <Donald.Colvin@indy.gov>; Sheets, Nathan <Nathan.Sheets@Indy.Gov>; Zortman, Gretchen S. 
<Gretchen.Zortman@Indy.Gov>; Borden, David <David.Borden@indy.gov>; 'Shi, Runfa' <rshi@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Clear Path 465; INDOT Des. No. 1400075; Section 4(f) 
 

daniel, 
 
see attached signed letter.  Since federally funded johnson rd trail will be completed soon, i still have concerns 
that INDOT will close off users from this new connection with no usable detour sidewalks or temporary gravel. 
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