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All,
 
The NEPA standard language for Categorical Exclusions (CE) has been updated (Effective September 1,
2019).  Now available is NEPA standard language for the CE1 form (New) and NEPA standard language for
the CE2-EA form (Revised). Refer to the Environmental Policy Website.  Some of the updates to the
standard language for the CE2-EA form include: additional notes throughout to provide clarity, the language
of presence updated throughout, an update on early coordination with IDEM about wellhead protection areas
and source water, an update on language to include in the permits section of the CE, and the addition of
environmental commitment information.
 
There have been questions recently about the definition of “presence.”  Below is updated definitions to help
define “presence” when writing CE document.
 
Construction Limits: The farthest limits of construction as measured perpendicular to a base line (e.g., toe
of slope, top of ditch backslope).  The construction limits are usually the farthest extent of ground
disturbance at a project site.   
Presence:  A resource should be considered present if the resource is within the project area or directly
adjacent to the project area.  If the resource could be directly or indirectly impacted by the project, it should
be listed in the NEPA document as present.
Project Area: That area involved in a highway improvement that will be directly impacted by the project. 
This area can either be within existing right-of-way or include new right-of-way.
Study Area: The boundary of the study area is based on the logical geographic termini, the project purpose
and need, and the expected limits of potential impacts. It is important that the study area be large enough to
encompass the range of alternatives that will be developed to meet the project purpose and need. The area
within which transportation impacts can be measured will likely be substantially larger than the area within
which direct environmental impacts are measured. It is important to ensure that the forecasting is extensive
enough in its geographic reach to reasonably estimate the transportation and land development impacts.
 
New CE document submittals after September 1, 2019 should use the new CE standard language.   Thank
you.
 
Meghan Hinkle
Major Projects / LPA Review Liaison
Environmental Services Division
Indiana Department of Transportation
100 N Senate Ave N642-ES
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2216
317-232-1490
Email: MHinkle@indot.IN.gov

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your
Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or
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This service is provided to you at no charge by Indiana Department of Transportation.

Click here to receive Silver Alerts.

 

mailto:indot@subscriptions.in.gov
mailto:rbales@indot.IN.gov
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc5NzIxNyZlbWFpbGlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&100&&&https://www.in.gov/indot/2523.htm
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc5NzIxNyZlbWFpbGlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&101&&&https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/INDOT/subscriber/new?preferences=true
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc5NzIxNyZlbWFpbGlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&102&&&https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc5NzIxNyZlbWFpbGlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&103&&&http://www.in.gov/indot/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc5NzIxNyZlbWFpbGlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&104&&&http://www.in.gov/silveralert/


This email was sent to rbales@indot.in.gov using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Indiana Department of
Transportation · 100 N. Senate Ave., IGCN 755 · Indianapolis, IN 46204 · 866-849-1368 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODAyLjg3MzAwNzEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc5NzIxNyZlbWFpbGlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXJiYWxlc0BpbmRvdC5pbi5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&106&&&https://subscriberhelp.granicus.com/

