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Part I – Public Involvement 
 

Every Federal action requires some level of public involvement, providing for early and continuous opportunities throughout the 
project development process. The level of public involvement should be commensurate with the proposed action. 

  Yes  No 

Does the project have a historic bridge processed under the Historic Bridges PA*?   X 

If No, then:     

    Opportunity for a Public Hearing Required?  X   

 

*A public hearing is required for all historic bridges processed under the Historic Bridges Programmatic Agreement between INDOT, 

FHWA, SHPO, and the ACHP. 
 

Discuss what public involvement activities (legal notices, letters to affected property owners and residents (i.e. notice of entry), 

meetings, special purpose meetings, newspaper articles, etc.) have occurred for this project. 

Notice of Entry letters were mailed to potentially affected property owners near the project area on December 1, 2023, notifying them 
about the project and that individuals responsible for land surveying and field activities may be seen in the area. A sample copy of 
the Notice of Entry letter is included in Appendix G, page 1. 
 
The project will meet the minimum requirements described in the current Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) Project 

Development Public Involvement Procedures Manual which requires the project sponsor to offer the public an opportunity to submit 
comments and/or request a public hearing. Therefore, a legal notice will appear in a local publication contingent upon the release of 
this document for public involvement. This document will be revised after the public involvement requirements are fulfilled. 

 

Public Controversy on Environmental Grounds 
Discuss public controversy concerning community and/or natural resource impacts, including what is being done during the project to 

minimize impacts. 

At this time, there is no substantial public controversy concerning impacts to the community or to natural resources. 

 

Part II - General Project Identification, Description, and Design Information 

 
Sponsor of the Project: INDOT  INDOT District: Fort Wayne 

Local Name of the Facility: SR 9 

 

Funding Source (mark all that apply): Federal X State X Local  Other*  

 

*If other is selected, please identify the funding source:  

 

PURPOSE AND NEED: 

The need should describe the specific transportation problem or deficiency that the project will address. The purpose should describe 

the goal or objective of the project.  The solution to the traffic problem should NOT be discussed in this section.   

 

Need: The need for this project is due to the deteriorated condition of the existing Culvert (CV) 009-092-157.02. The existing 
structure has a condition rating of 4 (Poor) out of 9 (Excellent). According to the December 19, 2024, INDOT Culvert Inspection 

Report, there are areas of bituminous coating missing in the invert, cracks in the bituminous coating, and exposed steel in the invert 
with heavy pitting and significant thinning. Additionally, sections of the floor are missing on both ends of the structure and there is 
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undermining on both ends of the structure and a large scour hole at the structure outlet (Appendix I, pages 1 to 3). 
 
Purpose: The purpose of the project is to address the deficiencies and improve the condition rating of the structure to at least 7 
(Good) out of 9 (Excellent) and provide a structure with a service life of approximately 75 years. 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION (PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE): 

 
County: Whitley  Municipality: N/A 

 
Limits of Proposed Work: SR 9, approximately 230 feet north and 223 feet south of the center of the existing structure. 

 
Total Work Length:   0.10 Mile(s) Total Work Area: 1.5 Acre(s) 

 
 Yes1     No  

Is an Interstate Access Document (IAD)1 required?   X 

If yes, when did the FHWA provide a Determination of Engineering and Operational 
Acceptability?  

Date:  

1If an IAD is required; a copy of the approved CE/EA document must be submitted to the FHWA with a request for 

final approval of the IAD. 

 

Describe location of project including township, range, city, county, roads, etc.  Existing conditions should include current conditions, 

current deficiencies, roadway description, surrounding features, etc. Preferred alternative should include the scope of work, anticipated 

impacts, and how the project will meet the Purpose and Need. Logical termini and independent utility also need discussed.  

The INDOT Fort Wayne District, with funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), intend to proceed with the small 
structure replacement project along SR 9. 
 
Location: 
The project is located on SR 9, 2.19 miles south of US 33, in Thorncreek Township, Whitley County, Indiana. More specifically, the 
project is in Sections 2 and 3, Township 32 North, and Range 9 East, as shown on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-
Minute Merriam, Indiana, Topographic Quadrangle Map (Appendix B, pages 1 to 3). 
 
Existing Conditions: 
SR 9 is functionally classified as a Minor Arterial and has a posted speed limit of 55 miles per hour (MPH). The typical roadway 
section in this portion of SR 9 includes two 12-foot-wide travel lanes (one in each direction) with 8-foot-wide paved outside shoulders 
and aluminum guardrail along the outside of the shoulders. Land use in the vicinity of the project area is primarily agricultural land 
with occasional woodlots and scattered rural residential homes. CV 009-092-157.02 is a 48-inch bituminous-coated corrugated metal 
pipe (CMP) with a length of 130 feet. One gravel residential drive is located in the southeast quadrant of the project area and has an 
unnamed 36-inch-diameter CMP beneath it conveying roadside drainage. Another gravel residential driveway is located in the 
northwest quadrant of the project area and has an unnamed 24-inch-diameter reinforced concrete pipe (RCP) beneath it conveying 
roadside drainage. One stream, Unnamed Tributary (UNT) to Tippecanoe River, is located within the project area and is conveyed 
beneath SR 9 through CV 009-092-157.02. Additionally, a 0.05-acre emergent wetland, Wetland A, is located on the east side of SR 
9. Five roadside ditches (RSDs) are located within the project area. RSD 1 is a 271-foot-long riprap and concrete-lined ditch located 
in the southwestern portion of the project area. RSD 2 is a 133-foot-long riprap-lined ditch located in the northwestern portion of the 
project area. RSD 3 is a 148-foot-long riprap-lined ditch located in the northeastern portion of the project area. RSD 4 is a 310-foot-
long riprap and concrete-lined ditch located in the southeastern portion of the project area. RSD 5 is a 138-foot-long ditch located on 
the southern side of the private drive within the project area. 
 
According to the December 19, 2024, INDOT Culvert Inspection Report, the general condition rating of 4 (Poor) out of 9 (Excellent) 
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is due to areas of bituminous coating that are missing or cracking in the invert, and the exposed steel in the invert that has heavy 
pitting, significant thinning, and some perforations. Additionally, sections of the floor are missing on both ends of the structure, there 
is moderate-to-heavy corrosion on the exposed steel at the external lap band joints, a slight snag near the mid-span, and 
undermining on both ends of the structure. A large scour hole has formed at the outlet of the structure. A general condition rating of 5 
(Fair) out of 9 (Excellent) for the channel is due to an eroded bank and major damage (Appendix I, pages 1 to 3). 

Preferred Alternative: 
The preferred alternative involves the replacement of CV 009-092-157.02 with a 6-foot-span by 5-foot-rise four-sided precast 
reinforced concrete box (RCB) with a 6-inch sump. The new structure has a proposed length of 115 feet. Headwalls and wingwalls 
will be installed at the structure inlet and outlet. Revetment riprap will be placed at the inlet and Class II riprap will be placed at the 
outlet of the structure for scour protection. Full-depth pavement replacement of the travel lanes and paved shoulders will extend 
approximately 13 feet south and 12 feet north from the center of the structure, for a total of 25 feet. Beyond this, surface milling of 
the travel lanes and paved shoulders will extend an additional 183 feet south and 195 feet north and a hot mix asphalt (HMA) overlay 
will be placed. A 3.5-foot-wide compact aggregate shoulder will be placed along both sides of the HMA overlay. Along the 
southbound lane of SR 9, 385 feet of existing guardrail will be removed, and approximately 329.5 feet of W-beam guardrail will be 
installed. Along the northbound lane of SR 9, 200 feet of existing guardrail on both sides of the field entrance will be removed, and 
approximately 155 feet of W-beam guardrail south of the residential drive and 192 feet of W-beam guardrail north of the residential 
drive will be installed. Both residential drives will receive compact aggregate overlays and the mailboxes at the drives will be reset. 
The 36-inch CMP drive culvert in the southeast quadrant will be replaced with an 18-inch-diameter CMP with a proposed length of 
59 feet to slow the velocity of roadside drainage to reduce erosion at the inlet of CV 009-092-157.02. Side slope regrading will occur 
on both sides of SR 9 for the length of the project area (Appendix B, pages 8 to 17). 

The project is anticipated to acquire approximately 0.73 acre of permanent right-of-way (ROW). The area to be acquired is 
approximately 0.21 acre residential, 0.37 acre agricultural, and 0.15 acre forested. No temporary ROW acquisition is anticipated. 
Approximately 0.25 acre of tree clearing at the structure inlet and outlet will be required for this project and will occur between 0 and 
100 feet from the roadway. No permanent lighting will be added or changed. Temporary lighting may be used during construction, 
but all lighting will be directed away from potential bat roosts. 

The proposed Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) will require a full closure of SR 9, utilizing an official detour on US 30, SR 109, and US 
33. Access to the residential drives will be maintained throughout construction. For additional details, please see the Maintenance of 
Traffic (MOT) section below (Appendix B, page 14).

Impacts to UNT to Tippecanoe River and Wetland A are expected as part of this project. Impacts have been minimized to the 
greatest extent possible by utilizing the minimum amount of riprap necessary, installing temporary erosion control measures around 
construction limits, revegetating bare areas after project completion, and directing temporary lighting away from suitable bat habitat. 

The preferred alternative meets the purpose and need by addressing the deficiencies, improving the condition rating of the structure 
to at least 7 (Good) out of 9 (Excellent), and providing a structure with a service life of approximately 75 years. 

Logical Termini/Independent Utility: 
The project termini are logical because the limits are restricted to only what is necessary to satisfy the purpose and need and to 
meet current design standards. Project termini extend approximately 230 feet north and 223 feet south of the center of the existing 
structure along SR 9, and approximately 90 feet west and 85 feet east of the center of the roadway. The project is an independent 
and complete project because it is not dependent on any other projects to meet its purpose and need. 
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OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

Provide a header for each alternative.  Describe all discarded alternatives, including the No Build Alternative.  Explain why each discarded 

alternative was not selected.  Make sure to state how each alternative meets or does not meet the Purpose and Need and why. 

 

The March 17, 2020, INDOT Hydraulic Review lists the alternatives considered for the project (Appendix I, pages 4 to 5) and are 
further described below. 
 

No Build Alternative: 
The no build alternative proposed continued use of the culvert in current conditions. If selected, this alternative will lead to further 
degradation of the structure. This alternative does not meet the purpose and need of the project as it would not address the 
deficiencies, improve the condition rating of the structure to at least 7 (Good) out of 9 (Excellent), or provide a structure with a 
service life of at least 75 years. As a result, the no build alternative was eliminated. 
 
High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) Liner Alternative: 

This alternative would rehabilitate the existing culvert by installing an HDPE liner. Although this alternative would address structural 
deterioration, the rehabilitated structure would not meet roadway serviceability criteria for a 100-year storm event and would create 
hazardous roadway conditions. Therefore, it was eliminated from further consideration. 
 
Cured-in-Place Pipe (CIPP) Liner Alternative: 

This alternative would rehabilitate the existing culvert by installing a CIPP liner. Although this alternative would address structural 
deterioration, the rehabilitated structure would not meet roadway serviceability criteria for a 100-year storm and would create 
hazardous roadway conditions. Therefore, it was eliminated from further consideration. 
 
CMP Replacement Alternative: 

This alternative would replace the existing culvert with an 84-inch-diameter CMP. The proposed structure would meet roadway 
serviceability criteria for a 100-year storm event and address the structural deficiencies of the existing culvert. However, the service 
life of this structure is less than that of the preferred alternative and would require a larger construction area which would increase 
environmental impacts. Therefore, this alternative was not selected. 
 
Circular Smooth Pipe Replacement Alternative: 

This alternative would replace the existing culvert with an 84-inch-diameter circular smooth pipe. The proposed structure would meet 
roadway serviceability criteria for a 100-year storm event and address the structural deficiencies of the existing culvert However, the 
service life of this structure is less than that of the preferred alternative and would require a larger construction area which would 
increase environmental impacts. Therefore, this alternative was not selected. 

 

The No Build Alternative is not feasible, prudent or practicable because (Mark all that apply):
 

It would not correct existing capacity deficiencies;    

It would not correct existing safety hazards;  

It would not correct the existing roadway geometric deficiencies;  

It would not correct existing deteriorated conditions and maintenance problems; or   X 

It would result in serious impacts to the motoring public and general welfare of the economy.    

Other (Describe):  
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ROADWAY CHARACTER: 

If the proposed action includes multiple roadways, complete and duplicate for each roadway. 

 
Name of Roadway SR 9 

Functional Classification: Minor Arterial 

Current ADT: 2,513 VPD (2026) Design Year ADT: 2636 VPD  (2046) 

Design Hour Volume (DHV): 267 Truck Percentage (%) 7.98% 

Designed Speed (mph): 55 Legal Speed (mph): 55 

                                              
 Existing Proposed 

Number of Lanes: 2 2 

Type of Lanes: Travel Travel 

Pavement Width: 40 ft. 47 ft. 

Shoulder Width: Two 8-foot paved 
shoulders and two 2-

foot aggregate 
shoulders (NB & SB) 

ft. Two 8-foot paved 
shoulders and two 
3.5-foot aggregate 

shoulders (NB & SB)  

ft. 

Median Width: N/A ft. N/A ft. 

Sidewalk Width: N/A ft. N/A ft. 

 

Setting:  Urban  Suburban X Rural 

Topography: X Level  Rolling  Hilly 

 

BRIDGES AND/OR SMALL STRUCTURE(S): 

If the proposed action includes multiple structures, complete and duplicate for each bridge and/or small structure.  Include both 

existing and proposed bridge(s) and/or small structure(s) in this section. 

 
Structure/NBI Number(s): CV 009-092-157.02 /  

National Bridge Inventory (NBI) 
#93001776 

Sufficiency Rating: 4 (December 19, 2024, INDOT 

Culvert Inspection Report) 

    (Rating, Source of Information) 
 
 Existing Proposed 

Bridge/Structure Type: CMP RCB 

Number of Spans: 1 1 

Weight Restrictions: N/A ton N/A ton 

Height Restrictions: N/A ft. N/A ft. 

Curb to Curb Width: N/A ft. N/A ft. 

Outside to Outside Width: N/A ft. N/A ft. 

Shoulder Width: N/A ft. N/A ft. 

 

Describe impacts and work involving bridge(s), culvert(s), pipe(s), and small structure(s).  Provide details for small structure(s): 

structure number, type, size (length and dia.), location and impacts to water.  Use a table if the number of small structures becomes 

large.  If the table exceeds a complete page, put it in the appendix and summarize the information below with a citation to the table. 

CV 009-092-157.02 is a 48-inch CMP with a length of 130 feet. The structure conveys an UNT to Tippecanoe River below SR 9. The 
proposed project will replace the existing structure with a 6-foot span by 5-foot rise, four-sided precast RCB with a proposed length 
of 115 feet, and a sump of 6-inches (Appendix B, pages 8 to 17). Headwalls and wingwalls will be installed at the structure inlet and 



Indiana Department of Transportation 

 

County Whitley              Route SR 9                 Des. No. 2200663  

 

 

This is page 7 of 25    Project name: SR 9 Small Structure Replacement Date: May 1, 2026 

 

Version: December 2021 

 

outlet. Revetment riprap will be placed at the inlet and Class II riprap will be placed at the outlet of the structure for scour protection. 
UNT to Tippecanoe River flows through the structure and will be permanently impacted due to the replacement of the structure and 
the placement of riprap below the ordinary high-water mark (OHWM). UNT to Tippecanoe River will also be temporarily impacted 
due to dewatering activities. 
 
One unnamed 36-inch-diameter CMP drive culvert is located in the southeast quadrant conveying RSD 5 and one unnamed 24-inch-
diameter RCP is located in the northwest quadrant conveying drainage to RSD 2. The unnamed 24-inch-diameter RCP will not be 
affected; however, the unnamed 36-inch-diameter CMP will be replaced with an 18-inch-diameter CMP with a proposed length of 
159 feet (Appendix B, pages 8 to 17). 

 

MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC (MOT) DURING CONSTRUCTION: 

 
 Yes  No 

Is a temporary bridge proposed?     X 

Is a temporary roadway proposed?     X 

Will the project involve the use of a detour or require a ramp closure? (describe below) X   

     Provisions will be made for access by local traffic and so posted.   X   

     Provisions will be made for through-traffic dependent businesses. X   

     Provisions will be made to accommodate any local special events or festivals. X   

Will the proposed MOT substantially change the environmental consequences of the action?   X 

Is there substantial controversy associated with the proposed method for MOT?   X 

Will the project require a sidewalk, curb ramp, and/or bicycle lane closure? (describe below)   X 

     Provisions will be made for access by pedestrians and/or bicyclist and so posted (describe below).    

 
Discuss closures, detours, and/or facilities (if any) that will be provided for maintenance of traffic.  Any known impacts from these 

temporary measures should be quantified to the extent possible, particularly with respect to properties such as Section 4(f) resources 

and wetlands.  Discuss any pedestrian/bicycle closures. Any local concerns about access and traffic flow should be detailed as well. 

The MOT for the project will require a full closure of SR 9, utilizing an official detour on US 30, SR 109, and US 33. The detour route 
will add approximately 16.4 miles and 23 minutes of travel time. The MOT for the project will be in place for up to 45 days. Details 
regarding the MOT plan can be found in Appendix B, page 14. 
  
The closure will pose a temporary inconvenience to traveling motorists (including school buses and emergency services); however, 
no significant delays are anticipated, and all inconveniences and delays will cease upon project completion. 

 

ESTIMATED PROJECT COST AND SCHEDULE: 

 

Engineering: 
 
$ 

 
155,000.00 

 
(2026) 

 
Right-of-Way: 

 
$ 

 
61,000.00 

 
(2025) 

 
Construction: 

 
$ 

 
 3,152,801    (2027) 

 
Anticipated Start Date of Construction: Fall 2026 
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RIGHT OF WAY: 

 

 Amount (acres) 

Land Use Impacts Permanent Temporary 
 

Residential 0.21 N/A 

Commercial N/A N/A 

Agricultural 0.37 N/A 

Forest 0.15 N/A 

Wetlands N/A N/A 

Other:  N/A N/A 

Other:  N/A N/A 

TOTAL 0.73 N/A 

 
Describe both Permanent and Temporary right-of-way and describe their current use.  Typical and Maximum right-of-way widths 

(existing and proposed) should also be discussed. Any advance acquisition, reacquisition or easements, either known or suspected, 

and their impacts on the environmental analysis should be discussed. 

The approximate existing ROW varies 20 feet to 70 feet from the centerline of SR 9 to the west and is 60 feet from the centerline of 
SR 9 to the east. The existing ROW is comprised of the roadway, maintained and unmaintained roadside, stream corridor, and 
residential driveways. 
 
The project requires approximately 0.73 acre of permanent ROW acquisition from properties on both the west and east side of SR 9. 
The area to be acquired is approximately 0.21 acre residential, 0.37 acre agricultural, and 0.15 acre forested (Appendix B, pages 8 
to 17). The project does not require temporary ROW acquisition. No relocation of businesses or residents is required. No building 
demolition is required. 
 
In order to maintain the project schedule, the INDOT project manager has requested that the project proceed with early acquisition of 
ROW (100% state funded ROW) so that real estate can advance their work in tandem with completing National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) requirements. At risk acquisitions must comply with the Uniform Act and must not influence the decision of the 
environmental review process of the project required under NEPA.  
 
If the scope of work or permanent or temporary right-of-way amounts change, the INDOT Environmental Services Division (ESD) 
and the INDOT District Environmental Section will be contacted immediately. 

 

Part III – Identification and Evaluation of Impacts of the Proposed Action 
 

SECTION A - EARLY COORDINATION: 
 

List the date(s) coordination was sent and all resource agencies that were contacted as a part of the development of this Environmental 

Study.  Also, include the date of their response or indicate that no response was received.  

 

Early coordination letters were sent on January 9, 2025 (Appendix C, pages 1 to 2). 
 

Agency Date Sent Date Response  

Received 

Appendix 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Fort 
Wayne District 

January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 
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Indiana Geological & Water Survey  
(IGWS) 

March 17, 2025 March 17, 2025 Appendix C, pages 3 to 4 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources, 
Division of Fish & Wildlife (IDNR-DFW) 

January 9, 2025 February 7, 2025 Appendix C, pages 5 to 8 

US Department of Housing & Urban 
Development 

January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

INDOT Fort Wayne District, Environmental 
Section Manager 

January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

INDOT Fort Wayne District, Project Manager January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Natural Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS) 

January 9, 2025 February 7, 2025 Appendix C, pages 9 to 10 

US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Detroit 
District 

January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Highway Department January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Commissioners Office January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Emergency Management 
Agency (EMA) 

January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Surveyor’s Office January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Consolidated Schools 
Corporation 

January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Soil & Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) 

January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Sheriff’s Department January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Thorncreek Township Fire Department January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Whitley County Council, District 2 January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

Thorncreek Township Trustee January 9, 2025 No response received N/A 

 
All applicable recommendations are included in the Environmental Commitments section of this CE document. 

 
  

SECTION B – ECOLOGICAL RESOURCES: 

 

 Presence       Impacts 

   Yes  No 

Streams, Rivers, Watercourses & Other Jurisdictional Features  X  X   

     Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers       

     State Natural, Scenic or Recreational Rivers       

     Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) listed      

     Outstanding Rivers List for Indiana      

     Navigable Waterways      

 

Total stream(s) in project area: 315 Linear feet Total impacted stream(s): 175 Linear feet 

 

 

Stream Name Classification Total Size in 
Project Area 
(linear feet) 

Impacted 
linear feet 

Comments (i.e. location, flow direction, likely Water of the 
US, appendix reference) 
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Stream Name Classification Total Size in 
Project Area 
(linear feet) 

Impacted 
linear feet 

Comments (i.e. location, flow direction, likely Water of the 
US, appendix reference) 

UNT to 
Tippecanoe River 

Intermittent 315 175 UNT to Tippecanoe River is an intermittent stream that 
flows from east to west through the project area below 
SR 9 through CV 009-092-157.02. Due to its connection 
to a Traditional Navigable Waterway (TNW), this stream 
is likely a Water of the US (WOTUS) (Appendix F, pages 
1 to 36). 

 

Describe all streams, rivers, watercourses and other jurisdictional features adjacent or within the project area.  Include whether or not 

impacts (both permanent and temporary) will occur to the features identified.  Include if the streams or rivers are listed on any federal 

or state lists for Indiana. Include if features are likely subject to federal or state jurisdiction.  Discuss measures to avoid, minimize, and 

mitigate if impacts will occur.    

Based on the desktop review, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, page 3), and the RFI report (Appendix E, pages 1 to 8) 
there are three streams, rivers, watercourses, or other jurisdictional features within the 0.5-mile search radius. There is one stream 
within or adjacent to the project area. That number was confirmed by the site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc. 
 
A Waters of the US Determination / Wetland Delineation Report was approved by INDOT Ecology, Waterway Permitting, and 
Stormwater Office (EWPSO) on August 23, 2024. Please refer to Appendix F, pages 1 to 36 for the Waters of the US Determination / 

Wetland Delineation Report. It was determined that there is one jurisdictional stream within the project area. The USACE makes all 
final determinations regarding jurisdiction. 
 
UNT to Tippecanoe River is an intermittent stream that flows east to west through the investigated area for approximately 315 feet. 
StreamStats reports the estimated upstream drainage area of UNT to Tippecanoe River as 0.241 square mile. The OHWM of UNT to 
Tippecanoe River is 11.5 feet wide by 2.7 feet deep. The stream substrate consists of silt and sand. UNT to Tippecanoe River is a 
poor-quality stream that flows into Crooked Lake, which flows into Big Lake, which flows into Tippecanoe River, which flows into the 
Wabash River, a TNW. Due to its connection to a TNW, this stream is likely a WOTUS.  
 
There are no Federal Wild and Scenic River, a State Natural, Scenic and Recreational River, Navigable Waterway, National Rivers 
Inventory waterway, or Indiana’s listing of Outstanding Rivers and Streams within or adjacent to the project area.  
 
The replacement of the structure, Class II riprap, and revetment riprap will permanently impact approximately 175 linear feet (0.05 
acre) of UNT to Tippecanoe River. Dewatering activities, including the placement of cofferdams and pump-around equipment, will be 
necessary to work within the waterbody and will cause approximately 10 linear feet (0.002 acre) of temporary impacts to UNT to 
Tippecanoe River. A Section 401 permit from the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) and a Section 404 
permit from the USACE will be required due to permanent and temporary stream impacts from the small structure replacement, 
riprap placement, and dewatering activities. No mitigation is likely to be required as impacts are not anticipated to exceed 300 linear 
feet and/or 0.1 acre. This will be determined during the permitting process.  
 
Stream impacts are unavoidable as the small structure replacement work is necessary to address the deterioration of CV 009-092-
157.02, in order to achieve the purpose and need of the project. Stream impacts have been minimized to the greatest extent possible 
by using the minimum amount of riprap necessary, installing temporary erosion control measures around the stream, and 
revegetating bare areas after project completion. 
 
IDNR–DFW responded on February 7, 2025, with recommendations pertaining to erosion and sediment control measures, riparian 
habitat mitigation plans, waterway impact permitting, bank stabilization, minimization of in-stream channel work, culvert design, and 
evaluation of wildlife (Appendix C, pages 5 to 8). 
 
All applicable recommendations are included in the Environmental Commitments section of this CE document. 
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   Presence  Impacts  

Open Water Feature(s)    Yes  No  

     Reservoirs       

     Lakes       

     Farm Ponds       

     Retention/Detention Basin       

     Storm Water Management Facilities       

     Other:         

 

Describe all open water feature(s) identified adjacent or within the project area.  Include whether or not impacts (both permanent and 

temporary) will occur to the features identified. Include if features are likely subject to federal or state jurisdiction.  Discuss measures 

to avoid, minimize, and mitigate if impacts will occur.  

Based on the desktop review, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, page 3), and the RFI report (Appendix E, pages 1 to 
8), there are seven open water features within the 0.5-mile search radius. There are no open water features within or adjacent to the 
project area, which was confirmed by the site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc. Therefore, no impacts are expected. 

 

   Presence  Impacts  

     Yes  No  

Wetlands X  X    

 

Total wetland area: 0.05 Acre(s) Total wetland area impacted: 0.05 Acre(s) 
 

(If a determination has not been made for non-isolated/isolated wetlands, fill in the total wetland area impacted above.) 
 

Wetland No. Classification Total Size 
(Acres) 

Impacted Acres Comments (i.e. location, likely Water of the US, appendix 
reference) 

Wetland A Palustrine 
Emergent 

0.05 0.05 East of SR 9, south of the private drive within the project 
area, and aligns with a concrete-lined RSD. Likely a 
WOTUS (Appendix F, pages 1 to 36) 

 

 

 

Documentation 

   

   ESD Approval Dates 

Wetlands (Mark all that apply)   

     Wetland Determination    

     Wetland Delineation  X  August 23, 2024 

     USACE Isolated Waters Determination    

 

Improvements that will not result in any wetland impacts are not practicable because such avoidance 

would result in (Mark all that apply and explain): 
 

 Substantial adverse impacts to adjacent homes, business or other improved properties;  

Substantially increased project costs;  

Unique engineering, traffic, maintenance, or safety problems;  

Substantial adverse social, economic, or environmental impacts, or   

The project not meeting the identified needs. X 

 

Describe all wetlands identified adjacent or within the project area.  Include whether or not impacts (both permanent and temporary) 

will occur to the features identified.  Include if features are likely subject to federal or state jurisdiction.  Discuss measures to avoid, 

minimize, and mitigate if impacts will occur. 

Based on the desktop review, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, page 3), and the RFI report (Appendix E, pages 1 to 8) 
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there are twenty wetlands within the 0.5-mile search radius. There are no wetlands within or adjacent to the project area. That 
number was updated to one by the site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc. 
 
A Waters of the US Determination / Wetland Delineation Report was approved by INDOT EWPSO on August 23, 2024. Please refer 
to Appendix F, pages 1 to 36, for the Waters of the US Determination / Wetland Delineation Report. It was determined that there is 
one jurisdictional wetland, Wetland A, within the project area. The USACE makes all final determinations regarding jurisdiction. 
 
Wetland A is a palustrine emergent wetland that is located east of SR 9 and south of the private drive within the project area. 
Wetland A is approximately 0.05 acre and is partially within a concrete-lined RSD. Wetland A is a poor-quality wetland due to low 
species diversity and exposure to runoff from SR 9 and agricultural land. Wetland A is hydraulically connected to UNT to Tippecanoe 
River via the culvert that passes under the private drive east of SR 9. UNT to Tippecanoe River contributes a surface water 
connection to the Wabash River, a TNW. Since Wetland A is hydrologically connected to a TNW, it is likely a WOTUS. 
 
The project is anticipated to permanently impact 0.05 acre of Wetland A for construction access and ditch regrading. Impacts to 
Wetland A will likely require the issuance of a Section 401 permit from IDEM and a Section 404 permit from USACE. Mitigation will 
likely not be required as impacts are anticipated to remain below 300 linear feet and/or 0.1 acre.  
 
There is no practical impact avoidance alternative due to the space needed to access and complete the culvert replacement 
activities in order to meet the purpose and need of the project.  
 
IDNR-DFW responded on February 7, 2025, with recommendations pertaining to erosion and sediment control measures, riparian 
habitat mitigation plans, revegetation measures, waterway impact permitting, bank stabilization, culvert design, and evaluation of 
wildlife (Appendix C, pages 5 to 8). 
  
All applicable recommendations are included in the Environmental Commitments section of this CE document.  
 

 

 Presence  Impacts 

   Yes  NO 

Terrestrial Habitat  X  X   

 

 

Total terrestrial habitat in project area: 0.80 Acre(s) Total tree clearing: 0.25 Acre(s) 

 

Describe types of terrestrial habitat (i.e. forested, grassland, farmland, lawn, etc) adjacent or within the project area.  Include whether 

or not impacts will occur to habitat identified.  Include total terrestrial habitat impacted and total tree clearing that will occur.  Discuss 

measure to avoid, minimize, and mitigate if impacts will occur. 

Based on the desktop review, a site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc., and the aerial map of the project area (Appendix 
B, page 3), there is forested riparian habitat, wetland habitat, and vegetated roadside slopes in the project area. Dominant species 
present in the project area consists of Black Willow (Salix nigra), Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), Hackberry (Celtis 

occidentalis), and Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii), Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris arundinacea), Annual Bluegrass (Poa annua), and 
Wild Teasel (Dipsacus fullonum). The structure replacement, riprap placement, side slope regrading, and construction access will 
result in approximately 0.25 acre of tree clearing (including Black Willow (Salix nigra), Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), 
Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), and Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii)) at the inlet and outlet of the proposed structure, and 
approximately 0.65 acre of impacts to vegetated roadside habitat and wetland habitat (including Reed Canary Grass (Phalaris 

arundinacea), Annual Bluegrass (Poa annua), and Wild Teasel (Dipsacus fullonum)) along SR 9. For tree clearing, 0.15 acre of tree 
clearing will occur within the proposed permanent ROW and 0.10 acre will occur within the existing ROW. 
 
Terrestrial habitat impacts have been minimized to the greatest extent possible to complete the proposed scope of work by 
minimizing the work area to that only needed to complete construction and meet the purpose and need of the project. All disturbed 
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areas will be reseeded according to the current INDOT standard specifications. Mitigation for impacts to terrestrial habitat is not 
anticipated.  
 
IDNR-DFW responded on February 7, 2025, with recommendations to avoid and minimize tree removal to the greatest extent 
possible, revegetation recommendations, and measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical 
resources (Appendix C, pages 5 to 8).   
 
All applicable recommendations are included in the Environmental Commitments section of this CE document. 
 

Protected Species   

Federally Listed Bats    Yes       No 

     Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) determination key completed X   

     Section 7 informal consultation completed (IPaC cannot be completed) X   

     Section 7 formal consultation Biological Assessment (BA) required    X 

 
 

Determination Received for Listed Bats from USFWS: NE   NLAA X  LAA  

 
 

Other Species not included in IPaC   Yes     No 

     Additional federal species found in project area (based on IPaC species list) X   

     State species (not bird) found in project area (based upon consultation with IDNR) X   

 
 

Migratory Birds Yes  No 

     Known usage or presence of birds (i.e. nests)    X 

     State bird species based upon coordination with IDNR   X 

  

Discuss IDNR coordination and species identified.  Describe USFWS Section 7 consultation and determination received for Indiana 

bat and northern long-eared bat impacts.  Discuss if other federally listed species were identified.  If so, include consultation that has 

occurred and the determination that was received. Discuss if migratory birds have been observed and any impacts.    

Based on a desktop review and the RFI report (Appendix E, pages 1 to 8), completed by Burgess & Niple, Inc., on July 10, 2024, the 
IDNR Whitley County Endangered, Threatened and Rare (ETR) Species List has been checked. According to the IDNR-DFW early 
coordination response letter dated February 7, 2025 (Appendix C, pages 5 to 8), the Natural Heritage Programs Database has been 
checked and the following properties, communities, and species have been documented within 0.5 mile of the project area. The 
IDNR-DFW does not anticipate any significant impacts to the property, high quality natural communities, or flora. An INDOT 0.5-mile 
bat review occurred on April 12, 2024, and did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species. 
 
Properties  
Crooked Lake Nature Preserve  
  
Communities  
Lake  
Northern Lakes Dry-Mesic  
Northern Lakes Mesic  
  
Flora  
Fries’ Pondweed (Potamogeton friesii), State endangered  
Illinois Hawthorne (Crataegus iracunda), State endangered  
Flatleaf Pondweed (Potamogeton robbinsii), State threatened   
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Lesser Bladderwort (Utricularia minor), State threatened   
Small Purple-fringe Orchid (Platanthera psycodes), State threatened  
Shining Ladies’-tresses (Spiranthes lucida), State threatened  
Straight-leaf Pondweed (Potamogeton strictifolius), State threatened  
White-stem Pondweed (Potamogeton praelongus), State threatened  
  
Fauna  
Blanding’s Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), State endangered  
Cisco (Coregonus artedi), State endangered  
Common Mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus), State special concern   
 
Project information was submitted through the USFWS’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) portal, and an official 
species list was generated (Appendix C, pages 11 to 23). The project is within range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis 

sodalis) and the federally threatened Northern long-eared bat (NLEB) (Myotis septentrionalis). Other species were generated in the 
IPaC species list along with the Indiana bat and NLEB. Refer to paragraph below.  
 
The official species list generated from IPaC indicated four other listed species present within the project area: the Salamander 
Mussel (Simpsonaias ambigua), the Whooping Crane (Grus americana), the Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus), and the Eastern 
Prairie Fringed Orchid (Platanthera leucophaea). The Whooping Crane is listed as endangered wherever found, except where listed 
as an experimental population according to the Environmental Conservation Online System (https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758). 
The Whooping Crane is listed as an experimental population in this location. The Monarch Butterfly is identified as a proposed 
species and is not yet listed. The Salamander Mussel is proposed for listing. Therefore, these species were not considered as part of 
this project and the project will not jeopardize the continued existence of the species. The Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid is listed as 
threatened; however, there is no critical habitat identified for the orchid, and it was not found within the project area. INDOT, on 
behalf of FHWA, has determined that the project will not jeopardize the continued existence of the Salamander Mussel, Monarch 
Butterfly, Whooping Crane, or Eastern Prairie Fringed Orchid or their critical habitat because no critical habitat overlaps with the 
project location. No further coordination is needed with USFWS. 
 
The project qualifies for the Programmatic Biological Opinion/Conference Opinion for Transportation Projects in the Range of the 

Indiana Bat, Northern Long-Eared Bat, and Tricolor Bat, dated December 2024, between FHWA, Federal Railroad Administration 
(FRA), Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and USFWS. A culvert inspection occurred on April 9, 2024, and did not find bats/birds 
or signs of bats/birds using the structure (Appendix I, pages 1 to 3). An effect determination key was completed on February 18, 
2025, and based on the responses provided, the project was found to “Not Likely to Adversely Affect” (NLAA) the Indiana bat and/or 
the NLEB (Appendix C, pages 24 to 31). INDOT reviewed and verified the effect finding on February 21, 2025, and requested 
USFWS’s review of the finding. On February 24, 2025, the USFWS concurred with the effect finding (Appendix C, page 32). The 
IPaC submittal form provided AMMs for the project, including General AMM 1, Tree Removal AMM 1, Tree Removal AMM 2, Tree 
Removal AMM 3, and Lighting AMM 1. AMMs and/or commitments are included as firm commitments in the Environmental 

Commitments section of this document.  
 
A culvert inspection occurred on December 19, 2024, and found no bats or signs of bats using the culvert (Appendix I, pages 1 to 3). 
USFWS Bridge/Structure Assessments are only valid for two years. If construction will begin after December 19, 2026, an inspection 
of the structure by a qualified individual must be performed. Inspection of the structure should check for presence of bats/bat 
indicators and/or presence of birds. The results of the inspection must indicate no signs of bats or birds. If signs of bats or birds are 
documented during this inspection, the INDOT District Environmental Manager must be contacted immediately. This firm 
commitment is included in the Environmental Commitments of this document. 
 
Culvert inspections for the unnamed drive culverts were not required as they do not meet the size requirements for the Indiana bat or 
NLEB roosting as outlined in the March 2024 Rangewide Indiana bat and NLEB Survey Guidelines.  
 
Structure No CV 009-092-157.02, located 2.17 miles south of US 33, and the project’s surrounding habitat is conducive for use (i.e. 
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nests) by a bird species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). Prior to the start of nesting season (May 1) the 
structure must be inspected for birds or signs of birds. If birds or signs of birds are found during the inspection avoidance and 
minimization measures must be implemented prior to the start of and during the nesting season. Nests without eggs or young should 
be removed prior to construction during the non-nesting season (September 8 – April 30) and during the nesting season if no eggs or 
young are present. Nests with eggs or young cannot be removed or disturbed during the nesting season (May 1 – September 7). 
Nests with eggs or young should be screened or buffered from active construction. Details of the required procedures are outlined in 
the “Potential Migratory Bird on Structure” USP/RSP. 
 
This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, as 
amended. If new information on endangered species at the site becomes available, or if project plans are changed, USFWS will be 
contacted for consultation. 

 
 
Geological and Mineral Resources Yes  No 

     Project located within the Indiana Karst Region   X 

     Karst features identified within or adjacent to the project area   X 

     Oil/gas or exploration/abandoned wells identified in the project area   X 

 

Date Karst Evaluation reviewed by INDOT EWPO (if applicable): N/A 

 

Discuss if project is located in the Indiana Karst Region and if any karst features have been identified in the project area (from RFI).  

Discuss response received from IGWS coordination.  Discuss if any mines, oil/gas, or exploration/abandoned wells were identified 

and if impacts will occur.  Include discussion of karst study/report was completed and results.  (Karst investigation must comply with 

the current Protection of Karst Features during Planning and Construction guidance and coordinated and reviewed by INDOT EWPO) 

Based on a desktop review and the Indiana Karst Region Map, the project is located outside the designated Indiana Karst Region as 
outlined in the most current Protection of Karst Features during Project Development and Construction. According to the topo map of 
the project area (Appendix B, page 2) and the RFI report (Appendix E, pages 1 to 8) there are no karst features identified within or 
adjacent to the project area. In the early coordination response dated March 17, 2025, the IGWS did not indicate that karst features 
exist in the project area (Appendix C, pages 3 to 4). The IGWS response indicated that the project area has 1% annual chance flood 
hazard and moderate liquefaction potential for geological hazards and high potential for bedrock resources and low potential for sand 
and gravel resources for mineral resources. No active or abandoned mineral resource extraction sites are documented in the area. 
Response from IGWS has been communicated to the designer on March 17, 2025. No impacts are expected.   
 

 

SECTION C – OTHER RESOURCES 

 

 Presence              Impacts  

Drinking Water Resources     Yes  No  

     Wellhead Protection Area(s)       

     Source Water Protection Area(s)       

     Water Well(s)       

     Urbanized Area Boundary       

     Public Water System(s)       

       



Indiana Department of Transportation 

 

County Whitley              Route SR 9                 Des. No. 2200663  

 

 

This is page 16 of 25    Project name: SR 9 Small Structure Replacement Date: May 1, 2026 

 

Version: December 2021 

 

   Yes  No  

Is the project located in the St. Joseph Sole Source Aquifer (SSA):     X  

     If Yes, is the FHWA/EPA SSA MOU Applicable?       

     If Yes, is a Groundwater Assessment Required?       

 

 

 

 

 

Check the appropriate boxes and discuss each topic below.  Provide details about impacts and summarize resource-specific 

coordination responses and any mitigation commitments.  Reference responses in the Appendix. 

Sole Source Aquifer: 

The project is located in Whitley County, which is not located within the area of the St. Joseph Sole Source Aquifer, the only legally 
designated sole source aquifer in the state of Indiana. Therefore, the FHWA/EPA/INDOT Sole Source Aquifer Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) is not applicable to this project, a detailed groundwater assessment is not needed, and no impacts are 
expected. 
 
Wellhead Protection Area and Source Water: 

The Indiana Department of Environmental Management’s Wellhead Proximity Determinator website 
(http://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead/) was accessed on March 17, 2025, by Burgess & Niple, Inc. This project is not 
located within a Wellhead Protection Area or Source Water Area. No impacts are expected. 
 

Water Wells: 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources Water Well Record Database website (https://www.in.gov/dnr/water/3595.htm) was 
accessed on February 26, 2025, by Burgess & Niple, Inc. No wells are located near this project. Therefore, no impacts are expected. 
 

Urban Area Boundary: 

Based on a desktop review of the MS4 Boundaries Map for Indiana (https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/ms4s-boundaries-map-for-
indiana/) by Burgess & Niple, Inc., on February 26, 2025, this project is not located in an Urban Area Boundary (UAB). Therefore, no 
impacts are expected.  
 

Public Water System: 
Based on a desktop review, a site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc., and the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, 
page 3) no public water systems were identified. Therefore, no impacts are expected. 

 

      Presence     Impacts  

Floodplains       Yes     No  

     Project located within a regulated floodplain      

     Longitudinal encroachment      

     Transverse encroachment      

Homes located in floodplain within 1000’ up/downstream from project        

 

If applicable, indicate the Floodplain Level? 
 

Level 1   Level 2   Level 3   Level 4   Level 5  

 

Use the IDNR Floodway Information Portal to help determine potential impacts.  Include floodplain map in appendix.  Discuss impacts 

according to the classification system.  If encroachment on a flood plain will occur, coordinate with the Local Flood Plain Administrator 

during design to insure consistency with the local flood plain planning. 



Indiana Department of Transportation 

 

County Whitley              Route SR 9                 Des. No. 2200663  

 

 

This is page 17 of 25    Project name: SR 9 Small Structure Replacement Date: May 1, 2026 

 

Version: December 2021 

 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources Indiana Floodway Information Portal website 
(https://indnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=05026dabc2e8461983e196d56a213c1e) was accessed on August 
7, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc,. This project is not located in a regulatory floodplain as determined from approved INDR Floodplain 
Mapping (Appendix F, page 16). Therefore, it does not fall within the guidelines for the implementation of 23 CFR 650, 23 CFR 771, 
and 44 CFR. No impacts are expected. 

 

   Presence  Impacts 

Farmland   Yes  No 

     Agricultural Lands  X  X   

     Prime Farmland (per NRCS) X  X   

      
Total Points (from Section VII of CPA-106/AD-1006*) 111  

*If 160 or greater, see CE Manual for guidance. 

 

Discuss existing farmland resources in the project area, impacts that will occur to farmland, and mitigation and minimization measures 

considered. 

Based on a desktop review, a site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc., the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, 
page 3), the project will convert 0.8 acre of farmland as defined by the Farmland Protection Policy Act. An early coordination letter 
was sent on January 9, 2025, to the NRCS. Coordination with NRCS resulted in a score of 111 on the AD 1006 Form (Appendix C, 
page 10). NRCS’s threshold score for significant impacts to farmland that result in the consideration of alternatives is 160. Since this 
project score is less than the threshold, no significant loss of prime, unique, statewide, or local important farmland will result from this 
project. No alternatives other than those previously discussed in this document will be investigated without reevaluating impacts to 
prime farmland.  

 

SECTION D – CULTURAL RESOURCES 

 
  Category(ies) and Type(s)  INDOT Approval Date(s)  N/A 

Minor Projects PA  A-6, B-9  May 8, 2025   

 
Full 106 Effect Finding 

No Historic Properties Affected   No Adverse Effect   Adverse Effect  

 
Eligible and/or Listed Resources Present 

NRHP Building/Site/District(s)    Archaeology     NRHP Bridge(s)  
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Documentation Prepared (mark all that apply)   ESD Approval Date(s)  SHPO Approval Date(s) 

     APE, Eligibility and Effect Determination      

     800.11 Documentation      

     Historic Properties Report or Short Report      

     Archaeological Records Check and Assessment      

     Archaeological Phase Ia Survey Report X  May 8, 2025  N/A 

     Archaeological Phase Ic Survey Report      

     Other:       

     
    MOA Signature Dates (List all signatories)  

     Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)    

   

 

If the project falls under the MPPA, describe the category(ies) that the project falls under and any approval dates. If the project requires 

full Section 106, use the headings provided. The completion of the Section 106 process requires that a Legal Notice be published in 

local newspapers. Please indicate the publication date, name of the paper(s) and the comment period deadline. Include any further 

Section 106 work which must be completed at a later date, such as mitigation from a MOA or avoidance commitments. 

 

On April 30, 2026, B&N determined that this project falls within the guidelines of Category A, Type 6 under the Minor Projects 
Programmatic Agreement (MPPA) (Appendix D, pages 1-2). On May 8, 2025, the INDOT Cultural Resource Office (CRO) 
determined that this project falls within the guidelines of Category B, Type 9 under the MPPA (Appendix D, pages 3 to 7). The MPPA 
types include the following work: 
 
Category A-6. Repair, replacement, or upgrade of existing safety appurtenances such as guardrails, barriers, glare screens, and 
crash attenuators in previously disturbed soils. 
 
Category B-9. Installation, replacement, repair, lining, or extension of culverts and other drainage structures. 
 
A Phase 1a Archaeological Survey was completed on December 16, 2024, by a qualified professional archaeologist from Cultural 
Resource Analysts, Inc. (CRA) and approved by INDOT CRO on May 8, 2025. The results of the survey did not locate any 
archaeological sites in the vicinity of the project area and no further investigation is recommended (Appendix D, pages 8 to 12). 
 
This completes the Section 106 process and the responsibilities of the FHWA under Section 106 have been fulfilled. 
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SECTION E – SECTION 4(f) RESOURCES/ SECTION 6(f) RESOURCES 

 Presence  Use 

Parks and Other Recreational Land  Yes  No 

 Publicly owned park 

 Publicly owned recreation area 

 Other (school, state/national forest, bikeway, etc.) 

Wildlife and Waterfowl Refuges 

National Wildlife Refuge 

National Natural Landmark 

State Wildlife Area 

State Nature Preserve 

Historic Properties 

Site eligible and/or listed on the NRHP 

Evaluations 

Prepared 

 Programmatic Section 4(f) 

 “De minimis” Impact 

 Individual Section 4(f) 

 Any exception included in 23 CFR 774.13 

Discuss Programmatic Section 4(f) and “de minimis” Section 4(f) impacts in the discussion below.  Individual Section 4(f) documentation 

must be included in the appendix and summarized below.  Discuss proposed alternatives that satisfy the requirements of Section 4(f).  

FHWA has identified various exceptions to the requirement for Section 4(f) approval. Refer to 23 CFR § 774.13 - Exceptions. 

Section 4(f) of the US Department of Transportation Act of 1966 prohibits the use of certain public and historic lands for federally 
funded transportation facilities unless there is no feasible and prudent alternative. The law applies to significant publicly owned 
parks, recreation areas, wildlife / waterfowl refuges, and NRHP eligible or listed historic properties regardless of ownership. Lands 
subject to this law are considered Section 4(f) resources. 

Based on a desktop review, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, page 3), and the RFI report (Appendix E, pages 1 to 8), 
there is one recreational facility/managed land and two trails that are potential 4(f) resources located within the 0.5-mile search 
radius. According to the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, page 3) and by the site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & 
Niple, Inc., there are no Section 4(f) resources within or adjacent to the project area. Therefore, no use is expected. 

Section 6(f) Involvement Presence  Use 

Yes No 

Section 6(f) Property 

Discuss Section 6(f) resources present or not present. Discuss if any conversion would occur as a result of this project. If conversion 

will occur, discuss the conversion approval. 

The US Land and Water Conservation Fun Act of 1965 established the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which was 
created to preserve, develop, and assure accessibility to outdoor recreation resources. Section 6(f) of this Act prohibits conversion of 
lands purchased with LWCF monies to a non-recreation use. 

A review of 6(f) properties on the INDOT ESD website revealed a total of nine properties in Whitley County (Appendix I, page 6). 
None of these properties are located within or adjacent to the project area. Therefore, there will be no impacts to 6(f) resources. 
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SECTION F – Air Quality 

 

STIP/TIP and Conformity Status of the Project  Yes  No 

Is the project in the most current STIP/TIP?  X   

Is the project located in an MPO Area?    X 

Is the project in an air quality non-attainment or maintenance area?    X 

If Yes, then:     

     Is the project in the most current MPO TIP?     

     Is the project exempt from conformity?     

     If No, then:     

          Is the project in the Transportation Plan (TP)?     

          Is a hot spot analysis required (CO/PM)?     

 

Location in STIP:  FY 2026-2030, page 449 of 671 

Name of MPO (if applicable):   

Location in TIP (if applicable):   

 

Level of MSAT Analysis required?    
 

Level 1a X Level 1b  Level 2  Level 3  Level 4  Level 5  

 

Describe if the project is listed in the STIP and if it is in a TIP. Describe the attainment status of the county(ies) where the project is 

located. Indicate whether the project is exempt from a conformity determination. If the project is not exempt, include information about 

the TP and TIP. Describe if a hot spot analysis is required and the MSAT Level. 

The Fiscal Year (FY) 2026-2030 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) is listed based on the lead DES number in 
the contract. The lead DES number for this contract is 2200659. The FY 2026-2030 STIP includes DES number 2200663 by 
reference with the contract number R-44529 (Appendix H, page 1). 
 

 

Attainment Status  

This project is located in Whitley County, which is currently in attainment for all criteria pollutants according to the IDEM 
nonattainment areas map dated December 17, 2024, (https://www.in.gov/idem/sips/files/nonattainment_areas_map.pdf). Therefore, 
the conformity procedures of 40 CFR Part 93 do not apply. 
 

MSAT 

This project is of a type qualifying as a categorical exclusion (Group 1) under 23 CFR 771.117(c), or exempt under the Clean Air Act 
conformity rule under 40 CFR 93.126, and as such, a Mobile Source Air Toxics analysis is not required 
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SECTION G - NOISE 

 

Noise Yes  No 

Is a noise analysis required in accordance with FHWA regulations and INDOT’s traffic noise policy?   X 

 
Date Noise Analysis was approved/technically sufficient by INDOT ESD: N/A 

 

Describe if the project is a Type I or Type III project. If it is a Type I project, describe the studies completed to date and if noise impacts were 

identified. If noise impacts were identified, describe if abatement is feasible and reasonable and include a statement of likelihood. 

This project is a Type III project. In accordance with 23 CFR 772 and the current Indiana Department of Transportation Traffic Noise 
Analysis Procedure, this action does not require a formal noise analysis. 

 

SECTION H – COMMUNITY IMPACTS 

 

Regional, Community & Neighborhood Factors Yes  No 

Will the proposed action comply with the local/regional development patterns for the area? X   

Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts to community cohesion?   X 

Will the proposed action result in substantial impacts to local tax base or property values?   X 

Will construction activities impact community events (festivals, fairs, etc.)?   X 

Does the community have an approved transition plan? X   

      If No, are steps being made to advance the community’s transition plan?     

Does the project comply with the transition plan? (explain in the discussion below) X   

 

Discuss how the project complies with the area’s local/regional development patterns; whether the project will impact community 

cohesion; and impact community events.  Discuss how the project conforms with the ADA Transition Plan. 

The project will not affect local/regional development patterns and will not impact community cohesion or regional events (verified 
online at https://www.whitleycounty.in.gov/eGov/apps/events/calendar.egov?view=browse;) as the MOT plan (official detour) will be 
temporary and will provide an alternative route for travelers. The proposed project will include a small structure replacement and will 
have no impacts to individuals covered under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). Whitley County has an approved ADA 
Transition Plan (date July 20,2020); however, the project is located within a portion of Whitley County without pedestrian facilities 
and is not included in the ADA Transition Plan. 

 

Public Facilities and Services 
Discuss what public facilities and services are present in the project area and impacts (such as MOT) that will occur to them. Include 

how the impacts have been minimized and what coordination has occurred. Some examples of public facilities and services include 

health facilities, educational facilities, public and private utilities, emergency services, religious institutions, airports, transportation or 

public pedestrian and bicycle facilities.   

Based on a desktop review, the aerial map of the project area (Appendix B, page 3), and the RFI report (Appendix E, pages 1 to 8), 
there are three public facilities within the 0.5-mile search radius. There are no public facilities within or adjacent to the project area, 
which was confirmed by the site visit on April 9, 2024, by Burgess & Niple, Inc. Therefore, no impacts are expected. Access to all 
properties will be maintained during construction. 
 
It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to notify school corporations and emergency services at least two weeks prior to any 
construction that would block or limit access. 
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Environmental Justice (EJ) (Presidential EO 12898) Yes  No 

During the development of the project were EJ issues identified?    

Does the project require an EJ analysis?    

If YES, then:    

         Are any EJ populations located within the project area?      

         Will the project result in adversely high and disproportionate impacts to EJ populations?      

 

Indicate if EJ issues were identified during project development.  If an EJ analysis was not required, discuss why.  If an EJ analysis 

was required, describe how the EJ population was identified.  Include if the project has a disproportionately high or adverse effect on 

EJ populations and explain your reasoning. If yes, describe actions to avoid, minimize and mitigate these effects. 

Due to the issuance of recent federal Executive Orders (EO) from January 2025, including EO 14154, EO 14148, and EO 14173, EO 
12898 has been rescinded, and this section is no longer applicable. 

 

Relocation of People, Businesses or Farms Yes  No 

Will the proposed action result in the relocation of people, businesses or farms?   X 

Is a BIS or CSRS required?   X 

    
Number of relocations: Residences: 0 Businesses: 0 Farms: 0    Other: 0 

 

Discuss any relocations that will occur due to the project. If a BIS or CSRS is required, discuss the results in the discussion below.  

No relocations of people, businesses, or farms will take place as a result of this project. 

 

SECTION I – HAZARDOUS MATERIALS & REGULATED SUBSTANCES 

 Documentation 

Hazardous Materials & Regulated Substances (Mark all that apply)  

Red Flag Investigation (RFI)  X 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA)  

Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (Phase II ESA)  

Design/Specifications for Remediation required?  

 
Date RFI concurrence by INDOT SAM (if applicable): July 10, 2024 

 
Include a summary of the potential hazardous material concerns found during review. Discuss in depth sites found within, directly 

adjacent to, or ones that could impact the project area.  Refer to current INDOT SAM guidance.  If additional documentation (special 

provisions, pay quantities, etc.) will be needed, include in discussion.  Include applicable commitments. 

Based on a review of GIS and available public records, the RFI was completed on July 10, 2024, by Burgess and Niple, Inc., and 
INDOT SAM provided their concurrence on July 10, 2024 (Appendix E, pages 1 to 8). No sites with hazardous material concerns 
(hazmat sites) or sites involved with regulated substances were identified in or within 0.5 mile of the project area. Further 
investigation for hazardous material concerns or regulated substances is not required at this time. 
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Part IV – Permits and Commitments 

 

PERMITS CHECKLIST 

 
Permits (mark all that apply) 
 

Likely Required       

Army Corps of Engineers (404/Section10 Permit)    

 Nationwide Permit (NWP) X  

 Regional General Permit (RGP)   

 Individual Permit (IP)   

 Other   

IN Department of Environmental Management 

(401/Rule 5) 

    

 Nationwide Permit (NWP) X  

 Regional General Permit (RGP)   

 Individual Permit (IP)   

 Isolated Wetlands    

 Rule 5   

 Other   

IN Department of Natural Resources 

 Construction in a Floodway   

 Navigable Waterway Permit   

 Other   

Mitigation Required   

US Coast Guard Section 9 Bridge Permit   

Others  (Please discuss in the discussion below)   
 

List the permits likely required for the project and summarize why the permits are needed, including permits designated as “Other.”   

A USACE Section 404/IDEM Section 401 NWP is required due to permanent stream and wetland impacts and temporary stream 
impacts from the structure replacement work, riprap placement, ditch regrading, construction access, and dewatering activities. 
Mitigation is not anticipated to be required and will be confirmed during the permitting process. 
 
An IDEM Construction Stormwater General Permit (CSGP), formerly Rule 5, permit will not be required as the anticipated ground 
disturbance will be less than 1.0 acre. 
 
Applicable recommendations provided by resource agencies are included in the Environmental Commitments section of this 
document. If permits are found to be necessary, the conditions of the permit will be requirements of the project and will supersede 
these recommendations.    
  
It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to identify and obtain all required permits. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS 

 

List all commitments and include the name of agency/organization requesting/requiring the commitment(s). Listed commitments 

should be numbered. 
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Firm: 

1) If the scope of work or permanent or temporary right-of-way amounts change, the INDOT Environmental Services Division 
(ESD) and the INDOT Environmental Section will be contacted immediately. (INDOT ESD and INDOT Fort Wayne District) 

2) It is the responsibility of the project sponsor to notify school corporations and emergency services at least two weeks prior to 

any construction that would block or limit access. (INDOT ESD) 
3) Any work in a wetland area within right-of-way or in borrow/waste areas is prohibited unless specifically allowed in the US 

Army Corps of Engineers or IDEM permits. (INDOT ESD) 

4) Structure CV 009-092-157.02, located 2.19 miles south of US 33, and the project’s surrounding habitat is conducive for use 
(i.e. nests) by a bird species protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). Prior to the start of nesting season (May 
1) the structure must be inspected for birds or signs of birds. If birds or signs of birds are found during the inspection 

avoidance and minimization measures must be implemented prior to the start of and during the nesting season. Nests 
without eggs or young should be removed prior to construction during the non-nesting season (September 8 – April 30) and 

during the nesting season if no eggs or young are present. Nests with eggs or young cannot be removed or disturbed 
during the nesting season (May 1 – September 7). Nests with eggs or young should be screened or buffered from active 
construction. Details of the required procedures are outlined in the “Potential Migratory Bird on Structure” USP/RSP. 

(INDOT ESD)  
5) USFWS Bridge/Structure Assessment shall take place no earlier than two (2) years prior to the start of construction.  If 

construction will begin after December 19, 2026, an inspection of the structure by a qualified individual, must be performed. 

Inspection of the structure should check for presence of bats/bat indicators and/or presence of birds.  The results of the 
inspection must indicate no signs of bats or birds. If signs of bats or birds are documented during this inspection, the INDOT 
District Environmental Manager must be contacted immediately. (INDOT ESD)  

6) General AMM 1: Ensure all operators, employees, and contractors working in areas of known or presumed bat habitat are 
aware of all FHWA/FRA/FTA (Transportation Agencies) environmental commitments, including all applicable AMMs. 
(USFWS) 

7) Tree Removal AMM 1: Modify all phases/aspects of the project (e.g., temporary work areas, alignments) to the extent 
practicable to avoid tree removal/trimming in excess of what is required to implement the project safely. (USFWS) 

8) Tree Removal AMM 2: Ensure tree removal/trimming is limited to that specified in project plans and ensure that contractors 

understand clearing limits and how they are marked in the field (e.g., install bright colored flagging/fencing prior to any tree 
removal/trimming to ensure contractors stay within clearing limits). (USFWS) 

9) Tree Removal AMM 3: Ensure tree removal/trimming is limited to the inactive season, occurs within 100 ft of the road/rail 
surface, and is outside of documented habitat for the Indiana bat, NLEB, and TCB. (USFWS) 

10) Lighting AMM 1: Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during the active season. (USFWS) 

 
For Further Consideration: 

1) If box or pipe culverts are used, the bottoms should be buried to a minimum of 6” (or 20% of the culvert height/pipe 
diameter, whichever is greater up to a maximum of 2’) below the stream bed elevation to allow a natural streambed to form 
within or under the crossing structure. Crossings should: span the entire channel width (a minimum of 1.2 times the bankfull 
width); maintain the natural stream substrate within the structure; have a minimum openness ratio (height x width/length) of 
0.25; and have stream depth and water velocities during low-flow conditions that are approximate to those in the natural 
stream channel. The new, replacement, or rehabbed structure should not create conditions that are less favorable for 
wildlife passage under the structure compared to the current conditions. (IDNR-DFW) 

2) The stream crossing repairs or modifications, and any bank stabilization under or around the structure, must not create 
conditions that are less favorable for wildlife passage when compared to existing conditions. Upgrading wildlife passage for 
rehabilitated/modified structures is encouraged whenever possible to improve wildlife/vehicle safety. (IDNR-DFW) 

3) Maintain or improve fish and wildlife passage at existing or proposed crossing locations. For crossing replacements, the new 
structure must include wildlife passage appropriate for the type of replacement structure being proposed. All wildlife 
passage designs must include a smooth level pathway a minimum of 1-2 feet in width composed of natural substrate (soil, 
sand, gravel, etc.) or compacted aggregate fill over riprap (#2, #53, #73, etc.) tied into existing elevations both upstream 
and downstream. (IDNR-DFW) 
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4) Riprap or other hard bank stabilization materials should be used only at the toe of the sideslopes up OHWM with the 
exception of areas directly under bridges, for instance. The banks above the OHWM should be restored, stabilized, and 
revegetated using geotextiles and a mixture of grasses, sedges, wildflowers, shrubs, and trees native to Northern Indiana 
and specifically for stream bank/floodway stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon completion. (IDNR-DFW) 

5) Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana Bat or Northern Long-eared Bat roosting (3 inches or greater diameter-at-breast 
height, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks, crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30. 
(IDNR-DFW) 

6) Do not construct any temporary runarounds, access bridges, causeways, cofferdams, diversions, or pumparounds. (IDNR-
DFW) 

7) Use minimum average 6-inch graded riprap stone extended below the normal water level to provide habitat for aquatic 
organisms in the voids. (IDNR-DFW) 

8) Plant two trees of 3-gallon stock or larger for each tree which is removed that is 10 inches or greater in diameter-at-breast 
height. (IDNR-DFW) 
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Categorical Exclusion Level Thresholds 

PCE Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 41 

Section 106 

Falls within 
guidelines of 

Minor Projects PA 

“No Historic 
Properties 
Affected” 

“No Adverse 
Effect” 

- “Adverse 
Effect” Or  

Historic Bridge 
involvement2

Stream Impacts3 
No construction in 
waterways or water 

bodies 

< 300 linear 
feet of stream 

impacts 

≥ 300 linear 
feet of stream 

impacts 

- USACE 
Individual 404 

Permit4 

Wetland Impacts3 No adverse impacts 
to wetlands 

< 0.1 acre - < 1.0 acre ≥ 1.0 acre 

Right-of-way5 

Property 
acquisition for 

preservation only 
or none 

< 0.5 acre ≥ 0.5 acre - - 

Relocations6 None - - < 5 ≥ 5 

Threatened/Endangered 
Species (Species Specific 
Programmatic for Indiana bat 
& northern long eared bat)* 

“No Effect”, “Not 
likely to Adversely 

Affect" (With 
select AMMs7)  

“Not likely to 
Adversely 

Affect" (With 
any AMMs or 
commitments) 

-  “Likely to 
Adversely 

Affect” 

Project does not 
fall under 

Species Specific 
Programmatic8  

Threatened/Endangered 
Species (Any other species)* 

Falls within 
guidelines of 
USFWS 2013 

Interim Policy or 
“No Effect” 

 “Not likely to 
Adversely 

Affect” 

- - “Likely to 
Adversely 

Affect” 

Environmental Justice 

No 
disproportionately 
high and adverse 

impacts 

- - - Potential9 

Sole Source Aquifer 
No Detailed 
Groundwater 
Assessment 

- - - Detailed 
Groundwater 
Assessment 

Floodplain No Substantial 
Impacts 

- - - Substantial 
Impacts 

Section 4(f) Impacts None - - - Any10 
Section 6(f) Impacts None - - - Any 
Permanent Traffic Alteration None - - - Any 
Noise Analysis Required No - - - Yes 

Air Quality Analysis Required No - - - Yes11 
Approval Level 

• District Env. (DE)
• Env. Serv. Div. (ESD)
• FHWA

Concurrence by 
DE or ESD  DE or ESD DE or ESD DE and/or 

ESD 
DE and/or 
ESD; and 
FHWA 

1 Coordinate with INDOT Environmental Services Division.  INDOT will then coordinate with the appropriate FHWA Environmental Specialist. 
2 Any involvement with a bridge processed under the Historic Bridge Programmatic Agreement. 
3 Total permanent impacts to streams (linear feet) and wetlands (acres). 
4 US Army Corps of Engineers Individual 404 Permit 
5 Total permanent and temporary right-of-way. This does not include reacquisition of existing apparent right-of-way. 
6 If any relocations are within an area with a known or suspected Environmental Justice (EJ) or disadvantaged population, or has greater than 5 relocations, a 

conversation with FHWA, through INDOT ESD, is needed to confirm NEPA classification and outreach plan for the project. 
7 Avoidance and Mitigation Measures (AMMs) determined by the IPAC determination key to be required that are not tree AMMs, bridge AMMs, or structure AMMs. 
8 Projects that do not fall under a Species Specific Programmatic and results in a “Likely to Adversely Affect”. Other findings can be processed as a lower-level CE. 
9 Potential for causing a disproportionately high and adverse impact. 

10 Section 4(f) use resulting in an Individual, Programmatic, or de minimis evaluation.  The only exception is a de minimis evaluation for historic properties (Effective 
January 2, 2020). If a historic property de minimis and no other use, mark the None column. 

11 Hot Spot Analysis and/or MSAT Quantitative Emission Analysis. 
* Includes the threatened/endangered species critical habitat 
Note: Substantial public or agency controversy may require a higher-level NEPA document.
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WHITLEY COUNTY, INDIANASR 9, SMALL STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT (DES. NO. 2200663)PHOTOS TAKEN: APRIL 9, 2024

1. Facing south, looking along RSD 3 from the east side of SR 9. 2. Looking east, upstream, to the confluence of RSD 3, RSD 4, and 
UNT to Tippecanoe River.

3. Facing northeast, looking towards UNT to Tippecanoe River. 4. Facing northwest, downstream at UNT to Tippecanoe River and 
the inlet of CV 009-092-157.02.
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WHITLEY COUNTY, INDIANASR 9, SMALL STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT (DES. NO. 2200663)PHOTOS TAKEN: APRIL 9, 2024

5. Facing west, looking at RSD 5 from the south side of private 
drive.

6. Facing southeast, looking at RSD 4 and Wetland A.

7. Facing northeast, looking along RSD 4 from the east side of SR 9 8. Facing north, looking along RSD 1 from the west side of SR 9.
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WHITLEY COUNTY, INDIANASR 9, SMALL STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT (DES. NO. 2200663)PHOTOS TAKEN: APRIL 9, 2024

9. Facing northwest, looking toward the outlet of CV 009-092-
157.02 and UNT to Tippecanoe River.

10. Facing east, upstream at CV 009-092-157.02 that conveys UNT 
to Tippecanoe beneath SR 9.

11. Facing southwest, downstream at UNT to Tippecanoe River. 12. Facing south, looking at SR 9 and surrounding landscape.
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Early Coordination 



Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Michael Smith, Commissioner 

 

 
          

         100 North Senate Avenue        PHONE: (317)-694-8284 
         Room N758-ES 
         Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

 

 

January 9, 2025 

 

Via Email or Mail to Early Coordination List: 

 

Re: Early Coordination Letter, Des. No. 2200663, SR 9 Small Structure Replacement, 2.19 miles south of 

U.S. 33, Whitley County, IN 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), with federal funding intends to proceed with a project 

involving the replacement of Culvert (CV) 009-092-157.02 which conveys an unnamed tributary (UNT) to 

Tippecanoe River under State Road (SR) 9 in Whitley County, Indiana. This letter is part of the early coordination 

phase of the environmental review process. We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding 

any possible environmental effects associated with this project. Please use the above designation number and 

description in your reply. We will incorporate your comments into a study of the project’s environmental 

impacts. 

 

This project is located on SR 9, 2.19 miles south of U.S. 33 in Whitley County. This section of SR 9 is a two-lane 

functionally classified as a Minor Arterial with a posted speed limit of 55 miles per hour (MPH). The existing 

small structure is a 48” corrugated metal pipe (CMP) with a length of 130 feet. The structure is exhibiting section 

loss, undermining, cracking, and thinning. The need is due to the deterioration of the existing structure, which has 

a general condition rating of 4 (Poor) out of 9 (Excellent). The purpose is to provide a structure with a condition 

rating of at least 7 (Good) out of 9 (Excellent).  

 

The proposed project will replace the existing structure with a 6-foot span by 5-foot four sided precast reinforced 

concrete box (RCB). The new structure has a proposed length of 135 feet. Headwalls and wingwalls will be 

installed at the structure inlet and outlet and riprap will be placed at the inlet and outlet of the structure for scour 

protection. Minimal tree clearing is anticipated for this project. The project is anticipated to acquire less than 0.8  

acre of permanent right-of-way (ROW) with some of that anticipated to be reacquisition of apparent existing 

ROW. No temporary ROW acquisition is anticipated. The proposed maintenance of traffic will be a closure  

detour utilizing U.S. 30, SR 109, and U.S. 33. The project is anticipated to begin construction in Fall 2026. 

 

Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily agricultural land with occasional woodlots and scattered rural 

residential homes. A field investigation will be conducted and a Waters of the U.S. Report will be developed and 

submitted to the INDOT Ecology, Permitting, and Stormwater Office. The project is anticipated to qualify for the 

Range-wide Programmatic Agreement for the Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and northern long-eared bat (M. 

septentrionalis) by completing the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC). Coordination will 

occur with INDOT Cultural Resources (CRO) to evaluate the project area for archaeological and historic 

resources and for Section 106 compliance. The results of this investigation will be forwarded to State Historic 

Preservation Officer (SHPO) for review and concurrence as appropriate. 

 

Sample Early Coordination Letter
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An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

Please provide your response to Keegan Berndsen within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter. 

However, should you find an extension to the response time necessary, a reasonable amount may be granted upon 

request. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact Keegan Berndsen, Burgess & 

Niple, Inc., by mail at 251 N. Illinois Street, Suite 920 Indianapolis Indiana 46204 or email at 

keegan.berndsen@burgessniple.com or Micah Glim, INDOT Project Manager, by phone at (260)-399-7329 or 

email at mglim@indot.in.gov. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Keegan Berndsen 

Burgess & Niple, Inc.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

Location Map 

 Topographic Map 

 Aerial Map 

 Photographs 

 

cc:  Federal Highway Administration, Fort Wayne District  

Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Fish & Wildlife  

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development  

INDOT, Fort Wayne District - Environmental Section Manager 

INDOT, Fort Wayne District - Project Manager, Micah Glim 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District 

Whitley County Highway Department 

Whitley County Commissioners Office 

Whitley County EMA  

Whitley County Surveyors Office    

Whitley County Consolidated Schools Corporation 

Whitley County SWCD 

Whitley County Sheriff’s Department 

Thorncreek Township Fire Department 

Whitley County Council, District 2 

Whitley County, Thorncreek Township Trustee 

 

Attachments removed to avoid
duplication. Attachments can be found

in Appendix B of this CE document.
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Organization and Project Information
Organization Name: Burgess & Niple, Inc. First Name: Keegan

Last Name: Berndsen Phone: (317) 237-2752

Email: keegan.berndsen@burgessniple.com Address Line 1: 251 N Illinois St

Address Line 2: Suite 920 City: Indianapolis

State: IN Zip: 46204

Customer Id: 2200663 Destination Id: 2200663

Project Title: SR 9 Small Structure Project Project Description: The proposed project will 
replace Culvert (CV) 009-092-157.02 with a 
6'x5' four sided precast RCB. Headwalls/wing-
walls will be installed, riprap will be placed at 
the inlet and outlet, full depth pavement replace-
ment will occur 13' south and 12' north from the 
center of structure, additional 61' south and 65' 
north HMA overlay, 3.5' aggregate shoulder will 
be installed, and guardrail replacement.

Environmental Assessment Report

Geological Hazards:
1. 1% Annual Chance Flood Hazard
2. Moderate liquefaction potential

Mineral Resources:
1. Bedrock Resource: High Potential
2. Sand and Gravel Resource: Low Potential

Disclaimer:
This document was compiled by Indiana University, Indiana Geological Survey, using data believed to be accurate; however, 
a degree of error is inherent in all data. This product is distributed "AS-IS" without warranties of any kind, either expressed or 
implied, including but not limited to warranties of suitability to a particular purpose or use. No attempt has been made in either 
the design or production of these data and document to define the limits or jurisdiction of any federal, state, or local government. 
The data used to assemble this document are intended for use only at the published scale of the source data or smaller (see 
the metadata links below) and are for reference purposes only. They are not to be construed as a legal document or survey 
instrument. A detailed on-the-ground survey and historical analysis of a single site may differ from these data and this document.

This information was furnished by Indiana Geological Survey

Address: 1001 E. 10th St., Bloomington, IN 47405

Email: IGSEnvir@indiana.edu

Phone: (812) 855-7428

Copyright � 2025 The Trustees of Indiana University, Copyright Complaints Privacy Notice
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THIS IS NOT A PERMIT 

State of Indiana 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 

Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment 

DNR#: ER-27105 
 
Request Received: January 9, 2025 
 
Requestor:  
Keegan Berndsen 
Burgess & Niple, Inc. 
251 North Illinois Street, Suite 920 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
Project: 
SR 9 small structure (CV 009-092-157.02) replacement over UNT Tippecanoe River and riprap placement at 
the inlet and outlet, 2.19 miles south of US 33; Des #2200663 
 
County/Site Info: Whitley County 
 
The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced project per your request. 
Our agency offers the following comments for your information and in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 
 
If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations contained in this letter may 
become requirements of any permit issued. If we do not have permitting authority, all recommendations are 
voluntary. 
 
Regulatory Assessment: 
Formal approval by the Department of Natural Resources under the regulatory programs administered by the 
Division of Water is not required for this project. 
 
Natural Heritage Database: 
The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked. The Division of Nature Preserves does not 
anticipate any significant impacts to the below-listed property, high quality natural communities, or flora. The 
following have been documented within .5 mile of the project area: 
 
Properties 
Crooked Lake Nature Preserve 
 
Communities 
Lake 
Northern Lakes Dry-Mesic 
Northern Lakes Mesic 
 
Flora 
Fries’ Pondweed (Potamogeton friesii), State endangered 
Illinois Hawthorne (Crataegus iracunda), State endangered 
Flatleaf Pondweed (Potamogeton robbinsii), State threatened  
Lesser Bladderwort (Utricularia minor), State threatened  
Small Purple-fringe Orchid (Platanthera psycodes), State threatened 
Shining Ladies’-tresses (Spiranthes lucida), State threatened 
Straight-leaf Pondweed (Potamogeton strictifolius), State threatened  
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White-stem Pondweed (Potamogeton praelongus), State threatened 
 
Fauna 
Blanding’s Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), State endangered 
Cisco (Coregonus artedi), State endangered 
Common Mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus), State special concern  
 
Fish and Wildlife Comments: 
Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest extent possible, and 
compensate for impacts. The following are recommendations that address potential impacts identified in the 
proposed project area: 
 
A) Heritage Species 
The Division of Fish and Wildlife does not anticipate any significant impacts to the above-listed fauna due to 
this project. Avoid using heavy equipment in the stream and implement best management practices for 
sediment and erosion control.  
 
B) Stream Crossing Design 
Terrestrial and semi-aquatic wildlife passage is probable at this site due to the presence of surrounding 
woodlots. Upgrading wildlife passage for replacement structures is recommended whenever possible to 
improve wildlife/vehicle safety. Bridges are preferred over culverts, and three-sided culverts are preferred over 
box or pipe culverts. If the proposed four-sided reinforced concrete box (RCB) culvert is used, or if other box or 
pipe culverts are used, the bottom of the culvert should be sumped a minimum of 6” (or 20% of the culvert 
height or diameter, whichever is greater up to a maximum of 2’) below the stream bed elevation. Sumping is 
not required for bridges or three-sided culverts. Crossings must span the entire channel width (a minimum of 
1.2 times the ordinary high-water mark width). Crossings must maintain the natural stream substrate within the 
structure (natural stream substrate must be replaced in sumped box and pipe culverts up to the existing 
flowline). Scour protection at the inlet and outlet must not extend above the existing flowline elevation. Stream 
depth, channel width and water velocities in the crossing structure during low-flow conditions must approximate 
those in the natural stream channel. 
 
The replacement crossing structure, and any bank stabilization under or around the structure, must not create 
conditions that are less favorable for wildlife passage when compared to existing conditions. White-tail deer 
passage should be considered in the design of the structure. Minimum structure dimensions for white-tailed 
deer passage are 20’ of width clearance (overall size of the structure span) and 8’ of height clearance 
measured from the ordinary high-water mark (OHWM) to the low chord elevation and where deer passage is 
provided. Bank lines must be maintained or restored within structures to allow for wildlife passage above the 
OHWM. All wildlife passage designs must include a smooth level pathway, preferably 3 feet wide but a 
minimum of 1-2 feet in width composed of natural substrate (soil, sand, gravel, etc.) or compacted aggregate 
fill over riprap (#2, #53, #73, etc.) tied into existing elevations both upstream and downstream. The width and 
location of the wildlife pathway is dependent on the wildlife species using the area.  
 
There are several techniques and materials for incorporating wildlife passage into the design of a crossing 
structure. Coordination with a Regional Environmental Biologist to address wildlife passage issues before 
submitting a permit application (if required) is encouraged to avoid delays in the permitting process. The 
following links are good resources to consider in the design of stream crossing structures to maintain fish and 
wildlife passage:   

https://www.fs.usda.gov/ccrc/tool/fishxing-fish-passage-learning-systems 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/wildlifecrossings/library/index.php 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/clas/ctip/wildlife_crossing_structures/ 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/engineering/hydraulics/pubs/11008/hif11008.pdf 
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C) Streambank Stabilization 
Some form of bank stabilization is almost always needed with the construction, repair, replacement, or 
modification of a stream channel or crossing structure. For streambank stabilization and erosion control, 
regrading to a stable slope (2:1 or shallower) and establishing native vegetation along the banks are typically 
the most effective techniques and allow a vegetated stream bank to develop. A variety of methods to 
accomplish this include planting plugs, whips, container stock, seeding, and live stakes. In addition to 
vegetation establishment, some additional level of bioengineered bank stabilization may be needed under 
certain circumstances (inability to regrade to a stable slope, flow velocities that exceed the limits of vegetation 
alone, etc.). Combining vegetation with any of the following bank stabilization methods can provide additional 
bank protection while not compromising benefits to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources:  

• Geotextiles (erosion control blankets and/or turf reinforcement mats that are heavy-duty, 
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize the entrapment 
and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles) 

• Vegetated geogrids or soil lifts, fiber rolls, glacial stone, or riprap.  
 
Riprap or other hard bank stabilization materials should be used only at the toe of the sideslopes up OHWM 
with the exception of areas directly under bridges, for instance. The banks above the OHWM should be 
restored, stabilized, and revegetated using geotextiles and a mixture of grasses, sedges, wildflowers, shrubs, 
and trees native to Northern Indiana and specifically for stream bank/floodway stabilization purposes as soon 
as possible upon completion. Information about bioengineering techniques can be found at the following link to 
a USDA/NRCS document that outlines many different bioengineering techniques for streambank stabilization: 
https://irrigationtoolbox.com/NEH/Part650_EngineeringFieldHandbook/H_210_650_16.pdf. 
 
The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or compensate for impacts to 
fish, wildlife, and botanical resources: 
 
1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas that are not currently mowed and maintained with a mixture of 

grasses, sedges, and wildflowers native to Northern Indiana and specifically for stream bank/floodway 
stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon completion; turf-type grasses (including low-endophyte, 
friendly endophyte, and endophyte free tall fescue but excluding all other varieties of tall fescue) may be 
used in currently mowed areas only. A native herbaceous seed mixture must include at least 5 species of 
grasses and sedges and 5 species of wildflowers. 

2. Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing of trees and brush. 
3. Do not work in the waterway from April 1 through June 30 without the prior written approval of the Division 

of Fish and Wildlife. 
4. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana Bat or Northern Long-eared Bat roosting (3 inches or greater 

diameter-at-breast height, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks, crevices, or cavities) from 
April 1 through September 30. 

5. Do not construct any temporary runarounds, access bridges, causeways, cofferdams, diversions, or 
pumparounds. 

6. Use minimum average 6-inch graded riprap stone extended below the normal water level to provide habitat 
for aquatic organisms in the voids. 

7. Do not use broken concrete as riprap. 
8. Underlay the riprap with a bedding layer of well graded aggregate or a geotextile to prevent piping of soil 

underneath the riprap. 
9. Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be implemented to prevent 

sediment from entering the waterbody or leaving the construction site; maintain these measures until 
construction is complete and all disturbed areas are stabilized. 

10. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other methods that are 3:1 or 
steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty, biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-
woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as 
snakes and turtles (follow manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply 
mulch on all other disturbed areas. 

11. Plant two trees of 3-gallon stock or larger for each tree which is removed that is 10 inches or greater in 
diameter-at-breast height. 
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Contact Staff:   
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service. Please contact me at RVanVoorhis@dnr.IN.gov or 
(317) 232-8163 if we can be of further assistance. 
 
 
     Date: February 7, 2025 
Rachel Van Voorhis 
Environmental Coordinator 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
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01/09/2025

Site A 02/13/2025 X

02/18/2025Keegan Berndsen

Site A was selected for the right-of-way acquisition needed to complete the small structure replacement along SR 9. The
proposed project will replace the existing structure with a 6-foot span by 5-foot rise four sided precast reinforced concrete box
(RCB) with a length of 135 feet. Headwalls and wingwalls will be installed at the structure inlet and outlet and riprap will be
placed at the inlet and outlet of the structure for scour protection.
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DFF:;,1/.)JSD.:)H/QT9GR/.*/GJEE,-:F*,/AJI,)O/:EE)*UJ;:.,CH/V/;JC,M/
F*).N/*W/T>/@4/JF/XNJ.C,H/0*DF.HO/YF1J:F:P/GNJM/M,-.J*F/*W/>A/B/JM/:/.Z*6/
C:F,O/LJF*)/[).,)J:CO/ZJ.N/:/E*M.,1/ME,,1/CJ;J./*W/55/;JC,M/E,)/N*D)/Q;ENRP/
\]̂_̂̀abcade_fghîjc_klm_nnopnoqprstunqv_ab_w_xyz_f{jjgewĉ|_}̂cwh_~a~̂_
kl��v_�ac]_w_�wjĵh_ĥdec]_{�_r�nzu_\]̂_bcjgfcgĵ_f{dî�b_��\_c{_
GJEE,-:F*,/AJI,)/DF1,)/>A/BP/GN,/,UJM.JF�/M.)D-.D),/Z:M/SDJC./JF/�B?@O/
ZJ.N/:F/JFME,-.J*F/1*F,/*F/9*I,;S,)/��.NO/3433P/GN,/1):W./F,,1/JM/1D,/.*/
.N,/1,.,)J*):.J*F/*W/.N,/M.)D-.D),O/ZNJ-N/N:M/:/�,F,):C/-*F1J.J*F/):.JF�/*W/7/
QE**)R/*D./*W/B/Q,U-,CC,F.RP/GN,/1):W./ED)E*M,/JM/.*/E)*IJ1,/:/M.)D-.D),/ZJ.N/
:/-*F1J.J*F/):.JF�/*W/:./C,:M./V/Q�**1/-*F1J.J*FR/*D./*W/B/Q,U-,CC,F.RP/GN,/
w~~j{̀a}wĉ_̂̀abcade_jae]cp{�p�w�_k���v_iwjâb_qnzptnz_�j{}_c]̂_
f̂dĉjhad̂_{�_��_o_c{_c]̂_�̂bc_wd|_ab_�nz_�j{}_c]̂_f̂dĉjhad̂_{�_��_o_c{_c]̂_
,:M.P/
/
\]̂_~j{~{b̂|_~j{�̂fc_�ahh_ĵ~hwf̂_c]̂_̂̀abcade_bcjgfcgĵ_�ac]_w_�z_b~wd_��_
sz_jab̂_ĵad�{jf̂|_f{dfĵĉ_�{̀_k�l�v_�ac]_w_�wjĵh_ĥdec]_{�_r�szu_�a~jw~_
ZJCC/S,/EC:-,1/:./.N,/JFC,./:F1/*D.C,./*W/.N,/M.)D-.D),/W*)/M-*D)/E)*.,-.J*FP/
�,MM/.N:F/�/:-),/*W/E,);:F,F./A�X/ZJCC/S,/F,,1,1P/9*/.,;E*):)H/A�X/
ZJCC/S,/F,,1,1P/GN,/E)*E*M,1/;:JF.,F:F-,/*W/.):WWJ-/QL�GR/JM/:F.J-JE:.,1/
.*/),�DJ),/:F/*WWJ-J:C/M.:.,/1,.*D)/D.JCJ�JF�/T>/@4O/>A/�4BO/:F1/T>/@@P/
/
�_ĵiâ�_{�_c]̂_�����_|wcw�wb̂_f{d|gfĉ|_��_����\_�_�{jc_�w�d̂_
<JM.)J-./*F/[E)JC/�3.NO/3437O/1J1/F*./JF1J-:.,/.N,/E),M,F-,/*W/,F1:F�,),1/
S:./ME,-J,M/JF/*)/ZJ.NJF/4P35/;JC,/*W/.N,/E)*+,-./:),:/:F1/F*/NJS,)F:-DC:/
Z,),/JF1J-:.,1/ZJ.NJF/4P5/;JC,/*W/.N,/E)*+,-./:),:P/GN,/[E)JC/B.NO/3437O/S:./
:MM,MM;,F./W*DF1/F*/S:.M/*)/,IJ1,F-,/*W/S:.M/DMJF�/.N,/-DCI,)./Q0�/
44B64B36�5VP43RP/>*;,/MDJ.:SC,/S:./N:SJ.:./JM/ZJ.NJF/:F1/:1+:-,F./.*/.N,/
E)*+,-./:),:P/[EE)*UJ;:.,CH/4P35/:-),/*W/.),,/-C,:)JF�/ZJCC/S,/),�DJ),1/W*)/
c]ab_~j{�̂fc_wd|_�ahh_{ffgj_�̂c�̂ d̂_nprnnz_�j{}_c]̂_j{w|�w�u_�hh_cĵ̂b_
ZJCC/S,/),;*I,1/1D)JF�/.N,/JF:-.JI,/S:./M,:M*FP/
/
GN,/E)*+,-./JM/,M.J;:.,1/.*/S,�JF/-*FM.)D-.J*F/JF/�:CC/343?P/G,;E*):)H/
CJ�N.JF�/;:H/S,/DM,1/1D)JF�/-*FM.)D-.J*FO/SD./:CC/CJ�N.JF�/ZJCC/S,/1J),-.,1/
:Z:H/W)*;/E*.,F.J:C/S:./)**M.MP/9*/E,);:F,F./CJ�N.JF�/ZJCC/S,/:11,1/*)/
-N:F�,1P

()*+,-./�*-:.J*F2
GN,/:EE)*UJ;:.,/C*-:.J*F/*W/.N,/E)*+,-./-:F/S,/IJ,Z,1/JF/�**�C,/L:EM2/N..EM2KK/
ZZZP�**�C,P-*;K;:EMK�7�P3?@3�4VO685P7?3845?B@53B33O�7�
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B./*+,.+/8-0/-K<BL<-72+/-621-*0M+-1*+-0=1*2,.1?-12-/;+0N-26->+*034-24-HIJJ-067-1*+-
O+;0,1C+61-24-G2CC+,:+�
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.4-?2=-*0M+-R=+/1.26/�

HIJJ-B./*+,.+/8-03/2-N62D6-0/-1*+-H01.2603-S0,.6+-B./*+,.+/-<+,M.:+-THSB<U8-./-06-
244.:+-24-1*+-H01.2603-I:+06.:-067-J1C2/;*+,.:-J7C.6./1,01.26-D.1*.6-1*+-O+;0,1C+61-24-
G2CC+,:+�
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6BCD"BED"FGCDHE"%BICHJ"BKH"LKGMHNMHD"OEDHK"MPH"6BCD"BED"FGCDHE"%BICH"/KGMHNMQGE"#NM""BED"MPH"
,QIKBMGKR"6QKD"'KHBMR"#NM"2,6'#3"�"#ER"LHKJGE"GK"GKIBEQSBMQGE"TPG"LCBEJ"GK"NGEDONMJ"
BNMQUQMQHJ"MPBM"VBR"KHJOCM"QE"QVLBNMJ"MG"6BCD"GK"FGCDHE"%BICHJW"GK"MPHQK"PBXQMBMJW"JPGOCD"YGCCGT"
BLLKGLKQBMH"KHIOCBMQGEJ"BED"NGEJQDHK"QVLCHVHEMQEI"BLLKGLKQBMH"BUGQDBENH"BED"VQEQVQSBMQGE"
VHBJOKHJW"BJ"DHJNKQXHD"QE"MPH"UBKQGOJ"CQEZJ"GE"MPQJ"LBIH�

'PH"6BCD"BED"FGCDHE"%BICH"/KGMHNMQGE"#NM"GY"�[\]�

'PH",QIKBMGKR"6QKDJ"'KHBMR"#NM"GY"�[�̂�

_]"1�.�$�"&HN�"�]���"BED"�̀"!�&�1�"&HN�"̀̀ 2̂B3

'PHKH"BKH"6BCD"%BICHJ"BEDaGK"FGCDHE"%BICHJ"QE"RGOK"LKGbHNM"BKHB�

cdefghdfijkhilhkemnopdqricosotouosviwevqdixtyemnf
.GK"QEYGKVBMQGE"GE"PGT"MG"XHJM"BUGQD"BED"VQEQVQSH"DQJMOKXBENH"MG"EHJMQEI"XBCD"HBICHJW"LCHBJH"
KHUQHT"MPH"-BMQGEBC"6BCD"%BICH",BEBIHVHEM"FOQDHCQEHJ�"�GO"VBR"HVLCGR"MPH"MQVQEI"BED"
BNMQUQMRzJLHNQYQN"DQJMBENH"KHNGVVHEDBMQGEJ"QE"MPQJ"DGNOVHEM"TPHE"DHJQIEQEI"RGOK"LKGbHNMa"
BNMQUQMR"MG"BUGQD"BED"VQEQVQSH"HBICH"QVLBNMJ�".GK"XBCD"HBICH"QEYGKVBMQGE"JLHNQYQN"MG"#CBJZBW"
LCHBJH"KHYHK"MG"6BCD"%BICH"-HJMQEI"BED"&HEJQMQUQMR"MG"4OVBE"#NMQUQMR�

'PH".{&"DGHJ"EGM"NOKKHEMCR"PBUH"IOQDHCQEHJ"YGK"BUGQDQEI"BED"VQEQVQSQEI"DQJMOKXBENH"MG"EHJMQEI"
FGCDHE"%BICHJ�".GK"JQMHzJLHNQYQN"KHNGVVHEDBMQGEJ"KHIBKDQEI"EHJMQEI"FGCDHE"%BICHJW"LCHBJH"
NGEJOCM"TQMP"MPH"BLLKGLKQBMH"$HIQGEBC",QIKBMGKR"6QKD" YYQNH"GK"%NGCGIQNBC"&HKUQNHJ".QHCD" YYQNH�

(Y"DQJMOKXBENH"GK"MBZH"GY"HBICHJ"NBEEGM"XH"BUGQDHDW"BE"QENQDHEMBC"MBZH"LHKVQM"VBR"XH"BUBQCBXCH"MG"
BOMPGKQSH"BER"MBZH"MPBM"KHJOCMJ"YKGVW"XOM"QJ"EGM"MPH"LOKLGJH"GYW"BE"GMPHKTQJH"CBTYOC"BNMQUQMR�".GK"
BJJQJMBENH"VBZQEI"MPQJ"DHMHKVQEBMQGE"YGK"6BCD"%BICHJW"UQJQM"MPH"+G"("-HHD"#"/HKVQM"'GGC�".GK"
BJJQJMBENH"VBZQEI"MPQJ"DHMHKVQEBMQGE"YGK"IGCDHE"HBICHJW"LCHBJH"NGEJOCM"TQMP"MPH"BLLKGLKQBMH"
$HIQGEBC",QIKBMGKR"6QKD" YYQNH"GK"%NGCGIQNBC"&HKUQNHJ".QHCD" YYQNH�

wsfghdi|kghiwevqdi}ofniofi~mmghendies�i�ktyqdnd
(Y"RGOK"LKGbHNM"BKHB"QJ"QE"B"LGGKCR"JOKUHRHD"BKHB"QE"(/B1W"RGOK"CQJM"VBR"EGM"XH"NGVLCHMH"BED"RGO"
VBR"EHHD"MG"KHCR"GE"GMPHK"KHJGOKNHJ"MG"DHMHKVQEH"TPBM"JLHNQHJ"VBR"XH"LKHJHEM"2H�I�"RGOK"CGNBC"
.{&"YQHCD"GYYQNHW"JMBMH"JOKUHRJW"RGOK"GTE"JOKUHRJ3�"/CHBJH"KHUQHT"MPH"&OLLCHVHEMBC"(EYGKVBMQGE"
GE",QIKBMGKR"6QKDJ"BED"%BICHJW"MG"PHCL"RGO"LKGLHKCR"QEMHKLKHM"MPH"KHLGKM"YGK"RGOK"JLHNQYQHD"
CGNBMQGEW"QENCODQEI"DHMHKVQEQEI"QY"MPHKH"QJ"JOYYQNQHEM"DBMB"MG"HEJOKH"RGOK"CQJM"QJ"BNNOKBMH�

.GK"IOQDBENH"GE"TPHE"MG"JNPHDOCH"BNMQUQMQHJ"GK"QVLCHVHEM"BUGQDBENH"BED"VQEQVQSBMQGE"VHBJOKHJ"
MG"KHDONH"QVLBNMJ"MG"XBCD"GK"IGCDHE"HBICHJ"GE"RGOK"CQJMW"JHH"MPH"�/KGXBXQCQMR"GY"/KHJHENH"
&OVVBKR�"XHCGT"MG"JHH"TPHE"MPHJH"XBCD"GK"IGCDHE"HBICHJ"BKH"VGJM"CQZHCR"MG"XH"LKHJHEM"BED"
XKHHDQEI"QE"RGOK"LKGbHNM"BKHB�
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�
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1

Keegan Berndsen

From: Mettler, Madeline <MMettler1@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2025 9:05 AM
To: Keegan Berndsen
Cc: Poiry, Jessica; Hembree, Jenna; Ruth Hook; Caroline Tegeler
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] FW: IPaC Verification Request - SR 9 Small Structure Replacement (Des 

No 2200663) - May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect

Good Morning Keegan, 
 
I wanted to let you know that Robin from USFWS sent the following response for the Appendix B form submittal. 
Therefore you are clear to submit the NEPA document.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Madeline (Madie) Mettler (she/her) 
Environmental Specialist 
5333 Hatfield Road 
Fort Wayne, IN 46808 
Phone: (260) 969-8231 
Email: mmettler1@indot.in.gov 

 
 
 

From: McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>  
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2025 8:47 AM 
To: Mettler, Madeline <MMettler1@indot.IN.gov> 
Cc: Poiry, Jessica <JPoiry@indot.IN.gov>; Hembree, Jenna <JeHembree@indot.IN.gov> 
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] FW: IPaC Verification Request - SR 9 Small Structure Replacement (Des No 2200663) - May 
Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect 
 

 
Dear All,  
 
The Service has reviewed the project submittal form for the Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, and/or 
tricolored bat and found the project may proceed under the range-wide programmatic consultation and 
assume concurrence of the NLAA determination made by the Service in the PBO. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robin 
 
 
Robin McWilliams Munson 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist/Transportation Liaison 

 EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email was sent from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
clicking links, opening attachments or taking further action, before validating its authenticity. 
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Appendix D 
 

Section 106 of the NHPA 
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Red Flag and Hazardous Materials 
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Water Resources 



 

 
SR 9 over UNT to Tippecanoe River Small Structure Project 
Des. No.: 2200663 
Whitley County, IN  Page 1 of 8 
 

WATERS REPORT 
INDIANA SR 9 OVER UNT TO TIPPECANOE RIVER 

WHITLEY COUNTY, INDIANA 
SMALL STRUCTURE PROJECT 

DES. NO.: 2200663 
ASSET ID #: CV 009-092-157.02 

 
Prepared by: 

Dan Logsdon, PWS 
Dan.logsdon@burgessniple.com 

317-237-2760 ext. 7583 
Burgess & Niple Inc. 

 
Completed Date: 8/7/2024 

 
Date of Field Reconnaissance: 04/09/2024 

 
Location: 
Sections 2 and 3, Township 32 N, Range 9 E 
Merriam, Indiana Quadrangle 
Whitley County, Indiana 
HUC 12: 051201060103 (Smalley Lake-Tippecanoe River) 
41.263199, -85.462822 
 
1.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed project is located on SR 9, 7 miles north of US 30, in Whitley 
County, Indiana. The current structure is a 4 foot diameter, 130 foot long 
bituminous coated corrugated metal pipe. Due to the deteriorated condition of 
the culvert, the proposed project includes replacing the existing structure and the 
installation of riprap for scour protection.  
 

2.0 DESKTOP RECONNAISSANCE 
The literature review for this report included review of U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) topographic maps, current aerial photography, National Hydrography 
Database (NHD), National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) maps, soils maps and soil 
survey information, Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP) mapping, 
and Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) water quality 
and use designation information, as applicable. Findings of the literature review 
are summarized below. 

  

Approved 8.23.2024
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2.1 USGS Topography, Aerial Photography, and NHD Mapping 
The project location is depicted on the Merriam, Indiana 7.5-Minute Series 
USGS topographic quadrangle. Aerial photography was evaluated from 
imagery obtained from Indiana Map (https://maps.indianamap.org) 
 
The investigated area is located in a rural setting along SR 9. No 
environmental features are depicted within the investigated area on the 
topographic map. Water signatures are visible on aerial imagery in the 
eastern portion of the project area indicating drainage patterns through 
the adjacent agricultural fields. Channel incision is visible near the outlet 
of CV 009-092-157.02, west of SR 9. NHD data depicts flowlines north and 
south of a private drive, flowlines parallel to SR 9, and flowlines in the 
northwest portion of the investigated area. 

 
2.2 Soils 

According to the Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) Database for Whitley 
County, Indiana, the investigated area contains soil areas with nationally 
listed hydric soils. Three soils are mapped within the investigated area.  
 
Review results for soil mapping and unit descriptions obtained from the 
NRCS Web Soil Survey (http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov) are summarized 
in Table 1 below. 
 

Table 1 
Soil Survey 

 

Map 
Abbreviation 

Soil 
Unit 

Name 
Description 

Hydric 
Range 

Hydric 
Classification 

Co 
Coesse 

silty clay 
loam 

Deep, very poorly drained soils formed in 20 to 40 inches 
of recent alluvium over a buried fine textured soil formed 

in lacustrine deposits on moraines and till plains. It is 
moderately slowly permeable. Slopes range from 0 to 2 

percent. 

100 Hydric 

MvB2 
Morely 
loam 

Very deep, moderately well drained soils that are 
moderately deep to dense till. Morley soils formed in as 
much as 46 cm (18 inches) of loess and in the underlying 

clay loam or silty clay loam till. They are on till plains and 
moraines. Slope ranges from 1 to 18 percent. 

1-32 
Predominantly 

Non-Hydric 

Sh Shoals silt 
loam 

Very deep, somewhat poorly drained soils that formed in 
alluvium on flood plains. Slope ranges from 0 to 2 percent. 

1-32 Predominantly 
Non-Hydric 
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2.3 National Wetland Inventory (NWI) Information 
There are no NWI resources located within the investigated area. The 
nearest resource, a freshwater pond (PUBG), is located 0.12 miles 
northeast of the investigated area.  
 
NWI map review results obtained from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s 
Wetlands Mapper application (https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html), 
are summarized in Table 2 below. 

 
Table 2 

NWI Mapped Features 
Abbreviation Classification Description Location 

PUBG 
Palustrine/Unconsolidated Bottom/ 

Intermittently Exposed 
Freshwater 

Pond 
0.12 mi. northeast of 

investigated area 
 

2.4 Flood Hazard Mapping 
The project location is not mapped on the IDNR Floodway Map. 
Therefore, it is an area of minimal flood hazard.  
 

3.0 FIELD RECONNAISSANCE 
The investigated area was visited by Brooke Fox and Nakayla Krahn, 
Environmental Scientists of B&N on April 9, 2024, to observe and document 
existing conditions, and to identify and evaluate potentially jurisdictional 
“Waters of the U.S.” (WOTUS) and other aquatic resources. Weather conditions 
were a high of 71°F and the last recorded precipitation was 0.01 in. on April 5, 
2024. Findings of the field investigation are summarized below.  
 
3.1 Streams 

One stream was identified within the investigated area: UNT to 
Tippecanoe River. It displayed a bed, bank, and an ordinary high-water 
mark (OHWM); therefore, meeting each of the criteria which define a 
potentially jurisdictional tributary. Stream characteristics are summarized 
below: 

 
UNT to Tippecanoe River: UNT to Tippecanoe River flows from east to 
west through the investigated area for approximately 315 feet. The 
location of the stream directly correlates with an NHD flowline that’s 
mapped crossing SR 9. The OHWM measured approximately 11.5 feet 
wide by 2.7 feet deep downstream of the structure (41.26331, -85.46305) 
and 4.5 feet wide and 0.5 feet deep upstream of the structure (41.263436, -
85.462605). The estimated upstream drainage area is 0.241 mi.2 according 
to USGS StreamStats. The stream substrate consists of silt/sand. The 
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majority of the stream within the investigated area is poor quality due to 
lack of instream cover and instream development. Although the stream is 
not mapped as a USGS blueline, the feature is likely considered an 
intermittent stream because it was flowing during the field investigation 
which did not immediately follow a rain event. Downstream of the 
culvert, the quality of the stream increases slightly due to riffle/pool 
complexes and instream cover. UNT to Tippecanoe River flows southwest 
outside of the investigation are into Crooked Lake, which flows into Big 
Lake, which flows into Tippecanoe River, which flows into the Wabash 
River. The Wabash River is considered a Traditional Navigable Waterway 
(TNW). Due to UNT to Tippecanoe’s surface connection to the Wabash 
River, it is likely a jurisdictional WOTUS. 

 
Stream characteristics are summarized in Table 3 below: 
 

Table 3 
  Stream Summary Table 

Water 
Feature 
Name 

Photos 
Lat / 
Long 

OHWM Width/Depth 
(ft.) 

USGS Blue-
line? Type? 

Riffles? 
Pools? 

Quality Substrate 
Likely 

Water of 
the U.S.? 

UNT to 
Tippecanoe 

River 

3-4, 6-8, 
11, 13,20-

21, 24 

41.2634128 
-85.462618 

11.5/2.7 (Downstream) 
4.5/0.5 (Upstream) 

No, 
Intermittent 

Yes  Poor Silt/Sand Yes 

 
3.2 Wetlands 
A total of two data points (A1 and A2) were collected in the investigated area to 
characterize and delineate potential wetland resources, and adjacent upland 
communities. Vegetation, hydrology, and soil data were collected at each sample 
point in accordance with applicable U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
Regional Supplement delineation protocols (Midwest Regional Supplement). Data 
collection results for each sample plot are discussed below: 

 
Wetland A: This is a palustrine emergent wetland that occurs to the east 
of SR 9 and is partially within a concrete lined roadside ditch. It is 
approximately 0.05 acre in size. Wetland A would likely be considered of 
poor quality due to low species diversity and the runoff it receives from 
SR 9 and agricultural land. Wetland A is hydrologically connected to UNT 
to Tippecanoe River, via the culvert that passes under the private drive 
east of SR 9. As previously discussed in the stream section, UNT to 
Tippecanoe River contributes a surface water connection to the Wabash 
River, a TNW. Since Wetland A provides a hydrologic connection to a 
TNW, it is likely a WOTUS. 
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Wetland and Data Point characteristics are summarized in Table 4. 
 

Table 4 
Wetland and Data Point Summary Table 

Wetland 
Name 

Type Acreage Quality 
Photo 
IDs 

Associated 
Structure 

ID 

Likely 
WOTUS? 

Data 
Point 

ID 
(DP) 

Lat/Long 
Dominant 
Vegetation 

Hydric Soil 
Indicator(s) 

Hydrology 
Indicators 

Within 
Wetland? 

Notes 

Wetland A EM 0.05 Poor 
13-16, 
27-31 

CV 009-
092-157.02 

Yes 

A1 41.263112/ 
-85.462644 

Salix nigra, 
Phalaris 

arundinacea 
F3, F6 A1, A2, 

A3, D2, D5 
Yes 

Wetland A 
fully contained 
in investigated 
area and is part 

of roadside 
drainage. 

A2 
41.263054/ 
-85.462629 

Poa annua, 
Phalaris 

arundinacea 
N/A A2, A3 No N/A 
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3.3 Open Waters 
No ponds, lakes, or other open water features were observed in the 
investigated area. 

 
3.4 Other Features 

A total of five roadside ditches (RSD 1-5) were observed within the 
investigated area. Roadside ditches 1-5 were investigated and no defined 
bed, bank, or OWHM was present; therefore, they are considered ditches 
and likely non-jurisdictional. Roadside ditch characteristics and locations 
are discussed below: 
 
RSD 1: This ditch is located in the southwestern portion of the 
investigated area. RSD 1 corresponds directly with an NHD flowlines that 
is map in the southwestern portion of the project area. The ditch is lined 
with riprap and concrete. It extends for approximately 271 feet within the 
investigated area and contributes roadside drainage to UNT to 
Tippecanoe River.  

 
RSD 2: This ditch is located in the northwestern portion of the 
investigated area. RSD 2 corresponds with two NHD flowlines that are 
mapped in the northwestern portion of the project area. The ditch is lined 
with riprap. It extends for approximately 133 feet. within the investigated 
area through Wetland A. 
 
RSD 3: This ditch is located in the northeastern portion of the investigated 
area. The ditch is lined with riprap. It extends for approximately 148 feet 
within the investigated area.  
 
RSD 4: This ditch is located in the southeastern portion of the investigated 
area, east of SR 9. RSD 4 corresponds directly with an NHD flowline that 
is mapped in the southeastern portion of the investigated area. The ditch 
is lined with riprap and concrete. It extends for approximately 310 feet 
within the investigated area.  
 
RSD 5: This ditch is located in the southeastern portion of the investigated 
area, south of a private drive. RSD 5 corresponds directly with an NHD 
flowline that is mapped south of a private driveway. It extends for 
approximately 138 feet within the investigated area.  
 

3.5 Wildlife Evidence and Concerns 
No evidence of birds or bats was noted within the culvert. Semi-aquatic 
and aquatic animals (beaver and frog) were observed within UNT to 
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Tippecanoe River during the investigation. The structure is only four feet 
in diameter; therefore, deer do not use this location to cross beneath SR 9. 
 

4.0 CONCLUSION 
Based on the findings of this investigation, B&N concludes that there is one 
potentially jurisdictional stream and one potentially jurisdictional wetland 
located within the investigated area. All roadside ditches are likely non-
jurisdictional. No ponds, lakes, or other water features were observed in the 
investigated area. 
 
This waterway and wetland are likely Waters of the U.S. Every effort should be 
taken to avoid and minimize impacts to the waterway and wetlands. If impacts 
are necessary, then mitigation may be required. The INDOT Environmental 
Services Division should be contacted immediately if impacts will occur. The 
final determination of jurisdictional waters is ultimately made by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. This report is our best judgement based on the guidelines set 
forth by the Corps. 
 

5.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The waters determination has been prepared based on the best available 
information interpreted in the light of the investigator’s training, experience, and 
professional judgement in conformance with the 1987 Corps of Engineers 
Wetlands Delineation Manual, the appropriate regional supplement, the USACE 
Jurisdictional Determination Form Instructional Guidebook, and other 
appropriate agency guidelines. 

 
Respectfully, 

8/7/2024 
 
Dan Logsdon, PWS   
Environmental Scientist 
Burgess & Niple, Inc.  
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Wetlands

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Standards and Support Team,
wetlands_team@fws.gov

Wetlands
Estuarine and Marine Deepwater

Estuarine and Marine Wetland

Freshwater Emergent Wetland

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland

Freshwater Pond

Lake

Other

Riverine

June 27, 2024

0 0.15 0.30.075 mi

0 0.25 0.50.125 km

1:10,034

This page was produced by the NWI mapper
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)

This map is for general reference only. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service is not responsible for the accuracy or currentness of the 
base data shown on this map. All wetlands related data should 
be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on the 
Wetlands Mapper web site.

SR 9 over UNT to
Tippecanoe Creek
SR 9 over UNT
Tippecanoe River
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StreamStats Report

 Collapse All

  Basin Characteristics

Parameter
Code Parameter Description Value Unit

BFREGNO BFREGNO 1565 dimensionless

BSLDEM10M Mean basin slope computed from 10 m DEM 3.69 percent

CONTDA Area that  contributes flow to a point  on a stream 0.241 square miles

CSL10_85 Change in elevat ion divided by length between points 10 and 85
percent  of distance along main channel to basin divide - main
channel method not  known

38.4 feet  per mi

DRNAREA Area that  drains to a point  on a stream 0.241 square miles

DURREG Flow-Durat ion Hydrologic Region code 1667 dimensionless

HIGHREG HIGHREG 1011 dimensionless

INSINKHOLE Percent  Sinkhole drainage area per basin from Indiana Geological
Survey.

0 percent

INSINKING Percent  Sinking stream drainage area from Indiana Geological
Survey.

0 percent

K1INDNR Average hydraulic conduct ivity  (ft/d) for the top 70 ft  of
unconsolidated deposits from InDNR well database.

23 ft  per day

Region ID: IN
Workspace ID: IN20240625185157661000
Clicked Point (Latitude, Longitude): 41.26339, -85.46286
Time: 2024-06-25 14:52:17 -0400





6/25/24, 2:55 PM StreamStats

https://streamstats.usgs.gov/ss/ 1/11
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Existing riprap
within UNT to
Tippecanoe River

Existing riprap within UNT
to Tippecanoe River

CV 009-092
-157.02

CV 009-092
-157.02

Lat/long: 41.263436, -85.462605
OHWM Width: 4.5 ft.
OHWM Depth: 0.5 ft.
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Existing riprap within UNT
to Tippecanoe River

Existing riprap within UNT
to Tippecanoe River

Existing riprap within UNT
to Tippecanoe River

CV 009-092
-157.02

CV 009-092
-157.02
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CV 009-092
-157.02
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CV 009-092
-157.02

CV 009-092
-157.02

Lat/long: 41.26331, -85.46305
OHWM Width: 11.5 ft.
OHWM Depth: 2.7 ft.
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SR 9 - Small Structure Replacement Near Merriam / Whitley 2024-04-09
INDOT Fort Wayne Indiana A1

B. Fox & N. Krahn S02 T32N R9E
Ditch Concave

0 41.263112 -85.462644 WGS 84
Sh - Shoals silt loam, sandy substratum, frequently flooded N/A

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔ ✔

30 ft r

15 ft r
Salix nigra 15 ✔ OBL

15
5 ft r

Phalaris arundinacea 85 ✔ FACW

85
30 ft r

2

2

100.00

15 15
85 170
0 0
0 0
0 0
100 185

1.85

✔

✔

✔

✔

Des. No. 2200663 Appendix F - Water Resources F-29



-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

A1

0 4 10YR 3/2 90 10YR 5/6 10 C M Silty Clay Loam

4 9 10YR 4/2 95 10YR 5/4 5 C Silty Clay Loam

9 18 10YR 4/2 85 10YR 5/6 15 C Silty Clay Loam

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔ 5
✔ 0 ✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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SR 9 - Small Structure Replacement Near Merriam / Whitley 2024-04-09
INDOT Fort Wayne Indiana A2

B. Fox & N. Krahn S02 T32N R9E
Flat None

0 41.263054 -85.462629 WGS 84
Sh - Shoals silt loam, sandy substratum, frequently flooded N/A

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
✔

30 ft r

15 ft r

5 ft r
Poa annua 60 ✔ FACU
Phalaris arundinacea 40 ✔ FACW
Dipsacus fullonum 5 FACU

105
30 ft r

1

2

50.00

0 0
40 80
0 0
65 260
0 0
105 340

3.23

✔
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

A2

0 18 10YR 3/2 100 Silty Clay Loam

✔

✔

✔ 6
✔ 8 ✔

✔

✔
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Appendix 2 - PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (PJD) FORM 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A. REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR PJD: August 7, 2024 
 

B. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON REQUESTING PJD:  Dan Logsdon, Burgess & Niple 
Corporation, 251 N Illinois St # 920, Indianapolis, IN 46204 

C. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER: 
 
 
 

D. PROJECT LOCATION(S) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

The proposed project (Des. No. 2200663) is located on SR 9, 7 miles north of US 30 in 
Whitley County, Indiana. The current structure (CV 009-092-157.02) is a 4 foot diameter, 
130 foot long bituminous coated corrugated metal pipe. Due to the deteriorated condition of 
the culvert, the proposed project includes replacing the existing structure and the installation 
of riprap for scour protection. 

 

(USE THE TABLE BELOW TO DOCUMENT MULTIPLE AQUATIC RESOURCES 
AND/OR AQUATIC RESOURCES AT DIFFERENT SITES) 

State:  Indiana County/parish/borough: Whitley  City:  Columbia City, IN 

Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format): 

Lat.:  41.263199 Long.: -85.462822 
 
Universal Transverse Mercator: 16N – Easting: 28765 Northing: 4569115  

 
 
Name of nearest waterbody: UNT to Tippecanoe River 
 
 

E. REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

     Office (Desk) Determination. Date:                    

     Field Determination. Date(s):   
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TABLE OF AQUATIC RESOURCES IN REVIEW AREA WHICH “MAY BE” SUBJECT TO 
REGULATORY 
JURISDICTION. 

 

Site 
number 

Latitude 
(decimal 
degrees) 

Longitude 
(decimal 
degrees) 

Estimated amount of 
aquatic resource in 

review area (acreage 
and linear feet, if 

applicable) 

Type of aquatic 
resource (i.e., wetland 

vs. non-wetland 
waters) 

Geographic authority to 
which the aquatic 
resource “may be” 

subject (i.e., Section 404 
or Section 10/404) 

UNT to 
Tippecanoe 

River 
41.2634128 -85.462618 315 linear feet Non-wetland Non Section 10/Section404 

Wetland A 41.263112 -85.462644 0.05 acre Wetland Non Section 10/Section404 
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1) The Corps of Engineers believes that there may be jurisdictional aquatic resources in the 
review area, and the requestor of this PJD is hereby advised of his or her option to request and 
obtain an approved JD (AJD) for that review area based on an informed decision after having 
discussed the various types of JDs and their characteristics and circumstances when they may 
be appropriate. 

2)  In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or a Nationwide 
General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring “pre- construction 
notification” (PCN), or requests verification for a non-reporting NWP or other general permit, 
and the permit applicant has not requested an AJD for the activity, the permit applicant is 
hereby made aware that: (1) the permit applicant has elected to seek a permit authorization 
based on a PJD, which does not make an official determination of jurisdictional aquatic 
resources; (2) the applicant has the option to request an AJD before accepting the terms and 
conditions of the permit authorization, and that basing a permit authorization on an AJD could 
possibly result in less compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; 
(3) the applicant has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepting the terms 
and conditions of the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) the applicant can accept 
a permit authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the terms and conditions of that 
permit, including whatever mitigation requirements the Corps has determined to be necessary; 
(5) undertaking any activity in reliance upon the subject permit authorization without 
requesting an AJD constitutes the applicant’s acceptance of the use of the PJD; (6) accepting a 
permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered individual permit) or undertaking any activity 
in reliance on any form of Corps permit authorization based on a PJD constitutes agreement 
that all aquatic resources in the review area affected in any way by that activity will be treated 
as jurisdictional, and waives any challenge to such jurisdiction in any administrative or 
judicial compliance or enforcement action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal 
court; and (7) whether the applicant elects to use either an AJD or a PJD, the JD will be 
processed as soon as practicable. Further, an AJD, a proffered individual permit (and all terms 
and conditions contained therein), or individual permit denial can be administratively 
appealed pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331. If, during an administrative appeal, it becomes 
appropriate to make an official determination whether geographic jurisdiction exists over 
aquatic resources in the review area, or to provide an official delineation of jurisdictional 
aquatic resources in the review area, the Corps will provide an AJD to accomplish that result, 
as soon as is practicable. This PJD finds that there “may be” waters of the U.S. and/or that 
there “may be” navigable waters of the U.S. on the subject review area, and identifies all 
aquatic features in the review area that could be affected by the proposed activity, based on 
the following information: 
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SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed  for PJD (check all that apply) 

 
Checked items should be included in subject file. Appropriately reference sources below where 
indicated for all checked items: 

 
Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the PJD requestor:  

Maps: Indiana GIO Library, IndianaMap, USGS, NWI 

Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the PJD requestor. 
Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report. 
Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report. Rationale:  . 

 
Data sheets prepared by the Corps:  . 

Corps navigable waters’ study:  . 

U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas: USGS TNM-NHD: Data Refreshed October, 2023 . 

USGS NHD data. 
USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps. 

U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name: Merriam / 1:24,000 . 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: NRCS Web Soil Survey:  Whitley County. 

National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name: USFWS NWI data: Whitley County . 

State/local wetland inventory map(s):  . 

FEMA/FIRM maps: FEMA/FIRM Whitley County, Indiana  . 

100-year Floodplain Elevation is:  .(National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929) 

Photographs: Aerial (Name & Date):  Whitley County / NAIP Imagery 2016 . 

or Other (Name & Date): Photos taken:  April 9, 2024.                                                        

Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter:  . 

Other information (please specify):  . 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily been 
verified by the Corps and should not be relied upon for later jurisdictional 
determinations. 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                               8/7/2024 

 
 

  

Signature and date of Signature and date of  
Regulatory staff member person requesting PJD 
completing PJD (REQUIRED, unless obtaining  

 
 

1 Districts may establish timeframes for requestor to return signed PJD forms. If the requestor does not respond within the 
established time frame, the district may presume concurrence and no additional follow up is necessary prior to finalizing 
an action. 
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Appendix G 
 

Public Involvement 



 

December 1, 2023 
 
 

Notice of Survey 
 
 

RE: SR 9 Small Structure, Des. No. 2200663 in Whitley County 
  
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 
Certified Engineering, Inc. has been selected by INDOT for field survey of the above 
referenced project. Our information indicates that you own property near the above 
proposed project. Certified Engineering, Inc. will be performing a survey of the project 
area in the near future. It may be necessary for representatives from Certified Engineering, 
Inc. to enter your property to complete this work. This is permitted by law per Indiana 
Code (IC) 8-23-7-26. Anyone performing this type of work has been instructed to identify 
him or herself, if you are available, before they enter your property. If you no longer own 
this property or it is currently occupied by someone else, please let us know the name of 
the new owner or occupant so that we can contact them about the survey.  
 
At this stage, we generally do not know what effect, if any, the project may eventually have 
on your property. If we later determine that your property is involved, you will be contacted 
with additional information. 
 
The survey is needed for this project.  Please be assured of our sincere desire to cause you 
as little inconvenience as possible during this survey. 
 
If any problems do occur, please contact Jason Hesler of Certified Engineering, Inc. at 
(317) 546-1599 or at 3939 Millersville Road, Indianapolis, Indiana 46205. Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Certified Engineering, Inc. 
 
 

Jason R. Hesler, PE, PLS 
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State Preservation and Local Initiated Projects FY 2026 - 2030

Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT)

SPONSOR CONTRACT # / 

LEAD DES 

ROUTE WORK TYPE DISTRICT MILES FEDERAL 

CATEGORY

PROGRAM PHASE FEDERAL MATCHToal Cost 

of 

Project*

 2026  2027  2028  2029  2030STIP

NAME

PROJECT

GROUP #

Performance Measure Impacted: Bridge Condition

Location: Bridge 59 on CR 1100 W over the Elkhart River

Comments:Include DES 2101759

Noble County IR 7682 Intersection Improvement, 

Roundabout

Fort Wayne .11 STBG Group IV Program CN $1,426,500.00 $0.00     $1,426,500.00Init. $2,285,125.0044341 / 2101773

Local Funds RW $0.00 $30,000.00 $30,000.00     

Local Funds CN $0.00 $356,625.00     $356,625.00

Group IV Program RW $120,000.00 $0.00 $120,000.00     

Performance Measure Impacted: Safety

Location: Riley Road Intersection: at Appleman Road (CR 900 North)

Comments:Include DES 2101773

Indiana Department 

of Transportation

SR 8 Small Structure Replacement Fort Wayne .1 STBG Bridge 

Construction

CN $903,040.80 $225,760.20     $1,128,801.00Init. $1,351,993.0044529 / 2200659

Performance Measure Impacted: Bridge Condition

Location: SR 8 over UNT Croft Ditch, 0.29 miles E SR 9, SR 9 over UNT Tippecanoe River, 7.00 miles N US 30 and bridge over Fawn River, 00.31 MI S of I-90

Comments:Include DES 2200659, 2200663, 2300209

Indiana Department 

of Transportation

SR 8 Small Structure Replacement Fort Wayne .1 STBG Bridge Consulting PE $124,000.00 $31,000.00 $155,000.00     G 01 $2,122,613.0044529 / 2200659 2

Secondary Des(#)s:2200663, 2300209,2500552

Bridge 

Construction

CN $1,619,200.00 $404,800.00     $2,024,000.00

Secondary Des(#)s:2200663, 2300209,2500552

Performance Measure Impacted: Bridge Condition

Location: Small Structure Replacements-SR 8 Carries UNT Croft Ditch, 0.29 miles E SR 9, SR 9 Carries UNT Tippecanoe River, 7.00 miles N US 30, Scour Protection (Erosion)-SR 9 Bridge over FAWN RIVER (RESERVOIR AREA), 00.31 MI S of I-90

Comments:Add PE $155,000 in FY2026 and CN $2,024,000 in FY2027.

Indiana Department 

of Transportation

US 33 Small Structure Pipe Lining Fort Wayne .1 NHPP Bridge 

Construction

CN $150,540.00 $37,635.00     $188,175.00Init. $503,515.0044572 / 2200638 2

Performance Measure Impacted: Safety

Location: From SR 205 to SR 109 and US 33 over Gandy Ditch, 0.53 miles W SR 9

Comments:Include DES 2200638

Indiana Department 

of Transportation

SR 3 Small Structure Pipe Lining Fort Wayne .1 STBG Bridge 

Construction

CN $747,413.60 $186,853.40     $934,267.00Init. $1,191,067.0044574 / 2200664 2

*Estimated Costs left to Complete Project column is for costs that may extend beyond the four years of a STIP.  This column is not fiscally constrained and is for information purposes.
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bhd�~\nn\z��cjj�g[ĥ�|\�gj[mn�stpg[ghicmijc�
u�s�|\�gj[�a�
_̀ �̀v\hi�stmph�{id�
{Zgi\��_̀�
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Appendix I 
 

Additional Information 



Structure Information
Structure: CV 009-092-157.02 Facility Carried: SR 9

Structure Number: 93001776 Features Intersected: UNT TIPPECANOE RIVER

Inspection Information
Inspection Date: 12/19/2024 Lead Inspector: Joshua Biller

Inspection Type: Culvert Additional Inspectors: Joshua Biller

Condition Ratings Summary
Culvert:  4 Substructure:  N

Deck:  N Channel & Channel Protection:  5

Superstructure:  N

Culvert Inspection Report

1 / 12

Excerpt from 12/19/2024
INDOT Inspection Report
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Identification
Structure Number: 93001776 Year Built: 1966

Structure: CV 009-092-157.02 Inspection Date: 12/19/2024

Highway Agency District: 02 - Fort Wayne Inspection Frequency: 12

Subdistrict: 2500 - Wabash Subdistrict Addt’l Treatment Exist? False

Type Of Service (Under): 0 - Other County Code: 092 - Whitley

Facility Carried: SR 9 Ramp Id:

Features Intersected: UNT TIPPECANOE RIVER Offset: 02

Location: 7.00 MI N US 30 Reference Post: 157

Milepoint: 18.84

Latitude: 41.26339

Longitude: -85.46277

Add’l Location Description: 0.12 miles south of Whitley-Noble County Line; a.k.a. Bitting Drain;

Geometric Data
Kind Of Material: 3 Max Vertical Opening (FT): 4.00

Max Horizontal Opening (FT): 4.00 Original Culvert Shape: Round

Culvert Barrel Length (FT): 130.00 Skew: 30

Minimum Estimated Fill Cover (FT): 13.00

Measurement Remarks: R-7157 {1966}: Str. No. 132 -- 130' of 48" Group "A" Pipe (Ga. No. 12 FBC-CSP w/ PI) -- 30* skew 

Structural Additional Description: Bituminous Coated Corrugated Metal Pipe FBCCMP. Built in 1963, Contract # R-7157, "S" Project 
No. 412 (11), Structure No. 132 on plans.

Classification
Maintenance
Responsibility:

01 - State Highway Agency Owner: 01 - State Highway Agency

National Highway System Inventory 
Route:

0 - Inventory Route is not on 
the NHS

Functional Classification: 02 - Rural - Principal Arterial 
- Other

Features Intersected: UNT TIPPECANOE RIVER Inspection Date:

Inspector:

12/19/2024

CV 009-092-157.02Structure:

Str. Number: 93001776

Facility Carried: SR 9 Joshua Biller

4 / 12
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Culverts: 4 - Poor Condition

Barrel: areas of bituminous coating missing at invert; cracks to bituminous above; exposed steel at invert has heavy pitting, significant 
thinning and some perforations; sections of floor at both ends is missing; some moderate-to-heavy corrosion of exposed steel at external lap 
band joints; slight sag near mid-span (as constructed ?); undermining at both ends (but especially west outlet).

Anchors: none on west end; functional anchor strap on east end;

Deck: N - Not Applicable

Superstructure: N - Not Applicable

Substructure: N - Not Applicable

Channel / Channel Protection: 5 - Bank eroded.. major damage

Channel flows from east-to-west; west outlet is 1' above rocks below; large scour hole just beyond outlet; larger riprap needed.

Culvert Rails: 1 - Meets acceptable standards

Transitions: 1 - Meets acceptable standards

Approach Guardrail: 1 - Meets acceptable standards

Approach Guardrail Ends: 1 - Meets acceptable standards

Is Culvert Obstructed? False

Overtopping Frequency: 1 - Remote - Greater than 100 years

Culvert Condition Ratings

Headwall / Anchor Rating: 7 Channel Alignment Rating: 7

Wingwall Ratings: N Birds Present?: No

Bank Erosion Ratings: 7 Bats Present?: No

Drift / Sediment Rating: 5

Features Intersected: UNT TIPPECANOE RIVER Inspection Date:

Inspector:

12/19/2024

CV 009-092-157.02Structure:

Str. Number: 93001776

Facility Carried: SR 9 Joshua Biller

5 / 12
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www.in.gov/dot/ 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N642-BR 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (317) 233-2096   
FAX: (317) 233-4929 Eric Holcomb, Governor 

Joe McGuinness,  
Commissioner 

 

March 17, 2020 
 
TO:  Keith Lytton, P.E. 
  Laporte District Engineer 
 
FROM:  Darrin Miller, P.E. 
  Hydraulics Engineer 
   
 
THROUGH: Alex Schwinghamer, P.E. 
  Hydraulics Engineer 
 
 
SUBJECT: Hydraulic Review 
  Des. #: No Des  
  Structure #: CV 009-092-157.02 

County:   Whitley  
  Location: 7.0 miles north of US 30 
                       Crossing:  over UNT Little Crooked Lake 
  DNR CIF Permit Required: No 
  Legal Drain:  No       
 

Site Parameters 

Drainage Area 172 acres 
Q100 Discharge 210 cfs 
Q50 Discharge 189 cfs 
Q100 Water Surface Elevation (tailwater) 943.96 ft.  
Design Roadway Serviceability Elevation 956.32 ft. 

 

 

 

 

Culvert Properties 
Parameter Existing Proposal 1 Proposal 2 

Structure Size & Type 4 ft CMP 
42”OD, 39.26”ID 
HDPE liner with 

1.5:1 edge 
CIPP   

Q100 Headwater Elevation 957.41 ft. 957.41 ft. 957.39 ft. 
Q(50) Headwater Elevation 957.36 ft. 957.36 ft. 957.33 ft. 

Meets Roadway Serviceability @ 
Q(100) (Y/N) 

No No No 

Backwater 12.72 ft. 12.72 ft. 12.70 ft. 
Minimal Low Structure Elevation 944.75 ft. 944.25 ft. 944.75 ft. 

Assumed Flowline Elevation 940.75 ft. 940.75 ft. 940.75 ft. 
Sump Depth 0 in. 0 in. 0 in. 

Excerpt from 03/17/2020
INDOT Hydraulic Review
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All elevations provided in this memo are based on field survey data related to LiDAR data and a LiDAR tailwater cross 
section, which is sufficient for this analysis, but should not be used for other purposes. 
 
Riprap Design Recommendations 
 

 
For the liner Proposals 1 & 2, either Class 2 riprap on geotextiles should be used at the outlet and placed according to IDM 
Figure 203-2J, or energy dissipators should be used.  The existing condition outlet velocity is greater than 13ft/s.  The 
downstream channel and overbanks appear stable.  For the replacement Proposals 3 Class 2 riprap on geotextiles should be 
used at the outlet and placed according to IDM Figure 203-2J.  For the replacement Proposals 4 & 5, Class 1 riprap on 
geotextiles should be used at the outlet and placed according to IDM Figure 203-2J.  The inlet has a paved side ditch that 
appears to have failed and may need riprap.  Data collected for this analysis does not indicate riprap is needed at the structure 
inlet.  If it is determined at a later date riprap is needed at the inlet, revetment can be used.  Alternative scour protection 
designs should be submitted to the INDOT Office of Hydraulics for review and approval. 
 
 
 
 
 

Culvert Properties 
Parameter Proposal 3 Proposal 4 Proposal 5 

Structure Size & Type 
6 x 5 ft RCB with 
square headwall 

84” ID CMP  
 84”ID Circular 

Smooth 

Q100 Headwater Elevation 947.41 ft. 947.63 ft. 947.64 ft. 
Q(50) Headwater Elevation 947.05 ft. 947.22 ft. 947.25 ft. 

Meets Roadway Serviceability @ 
Q(100) (Y/N) 

Yes Yes Yes 

Backwater 2.72 ft. 2.94 ft. 2.95 ft. 
Minimal Low Structure Elevation 945.25 ft. 944.58 ft. 945.25 ft. 

Assumed Flowline Elevation 940.75 ft. 940.75 ft. 940.75 ft. 
Sump Depth 6 in. 6 in. 6 in. 

Riprap Properties 
Parameter Existing Proposal 1 Proposal 2 Proposal 3 Proposal 4 Proposal 5 

Outlet Velocity @ Q(50) 14.31 ft/s 17.96 ft/s 16.32 10.05 9.57 9.57 ft/s 
Outlet Riprap Size N/A Class 2 Class 2 Class 2 Class 1 Class 1 
Inlet Riprap Needed (Y/N) N/A No No No No No 
Natural Channel Velocity 
@ Q(50) 

3.51 
ft/s 

Minimal Inlet Riprap Size Revetment 
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Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) County Property List for Indiana (Last Updated April 2025)

ProjectNumber SubProjectCode County Property

1800149 1800149 Whitley Churubusco Community Park

1800242 1800242 Whitley Morsches Park

1800252 1800252 Whitley Churubusco Community Park

1800261 1800261 Whitley Morsches Park

1800304 1800304C Whitley Crooked Lake

1800427 1800427 Whitley Morsches Park

1800457 1800457 Whitley Gale Hagan Memorial Park

1800483 1800483 Whitley Deniston Fish and Wildlife Area

1800525 1800525 Whitley Kenneth Wright Park

*Park names may have changed. If acquisition of publically owned land or impacts to publically owned land is anticipated, coordination with Indiana State Parks, Community Grants & Trails Section, should occur.
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