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FROM THE DESK OF...

Scott Rudd, Director of the Indiana Broadband 
Office of Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch

Broadband has been a topic of great discussion over the last 18 months, and for
good reason. Connectivity is ever important. From work and school to recreation
and relaxation, broadband plays a part. The Indiana Broadband Office
encourages communities to become “broadband ready" through the Broadband
Ready Communities Program. This tool serves as an informative and beneficial
resource to help certify local communities as being prepared for broadband
deployment.

This certification signals the telecommunications industry and notifies them that
a community has taken the necessary steps to reduce barriers to broadband
infrastructure investment. To date, the Indiana Broadband Office has certified
more than 50 communities within the Broadband Ready Communities Program,
10 of which received designation already this year. Of these 50 communities,
each approached the designation uniquely, with the common goal of enhancing
connectivity in mind.

This month, Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch penned a column about the
Broadband Ready Program and provided examples of how the designation
benefited communities throughout Indiana.

The Indiana Broadband Office would love to connect at
INbroadband@lg.in.gov and help more Hoosier communities
earn the designation. They are also encouraged to reach out
to local contacts for additional support and continue
collaborative efforts to find the benefits of becoming
broadband ready.

 

NEXT LEVEL CONNECTIONS
The Next Level Connections (NLC) Broadband Grant Program, managed by
OCRA, has over $270 million available for award. The program is designed to
provide funds for the deployment of broadband infrastructure to provide eligible
broadband service to unserved end users, which include households,
businesses and community anchor institutions, such as schools and health
clinics, across Indiana.

The first two rounds of funding awarded $78.95 million to 63 projects, for a total
investment of $155.12 million, when including the local matching funds. These
previously awarded projects will bring broadband infrastructure to more than
22,401 homes, commercial locations and anchor institutions, such as schools,
universities, hospitals or major employers, in 44 counties.

Priority of funding was allocated to projects that provide symmetrical speeds of
100/100 or more to as many locations as possible per ARPA funding guidelines.
Also, projects that included providing 1 gig connections to schools and/or rural
health facilities received priority of funding, if part of an eligible project.

This round of the program provided a maximum of $5 million per grant to fund
projects by telecommunications providers and utility cooperatives.  Service
providers had to provide a minimum 20 percent match of the total allowable
project costs.

Applications and more information can be found at ocra.in.gov/nlc. Letters of
intent must have been submitted by 3 p.m. ET on Sept. 24, 2021.

Read the full press release here.  

The Indiana Connectivity Program is an extension of the NLC Grant Program.
The program allows unserved or underserved locations to apply for
consideration in the Next Level Connections portal to initiate their interest in
receiving broadband internet service. Internet service providers will have the
opportunity to review the locations submitted by end-users and place bids to the
state on the cost of providing service to these locations.

For more information on the Indiana Connectivity Program, visit
in.gov/ocra/broadband/.

BROADBAND READY
COMMUNITIES

In the State of Indiana, 34 counties, 12 towns and eight cities are Broadband
Ready Communities. New additions to this list of communities include Jackson
County, Howard County and the City of New Haven.

The Jackson County Board of Commissioners states, “With the ever-changing
landscape of technology, broadband connectivity is pivotal to the development of
rural communities. Thanks in large part to Jackson County REMC, we feel as
though Jackson County is at the forefront of the rural high-speed broadband
initiative. We are excited to take yet another step forward in this initiative by
obtaining the “Broadband Ready Community” certification in partnership with
Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch and the Indiana Broadband Office.”

Speaking on the Broadband Ready designation of Howard County, Lieutenant
Governor Suzanne Crouch said, “Howard County’s designation comes at a great
time as Indiana further invests in expanding broadband infrastructure with $270
million available in funding through our Next Level Connections Broadband
grant program,” said Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch. The certification
was approved by the Indiana Broadband Office following the Howard County
Commissioners adoption of a Broadband Ready Community ordinance.

In the City of New Haven, the certification was approved by the Indiana
Broadband Office following the adoption of a Broadband Ready Community
ordinance by the New Haven City Council. Mayor Steve McMichael said, “The
City of New Haven is excited to be a designated Broadband Ready Community.
This move should help fill in the gaps of broadband service supporting the
underserved areas.”

The most recent BBRC’s are highlighted in the map below.

ON THE ROAD WITH LIEUTENANT
GOVERNOR SUZANNE CROUCH

Indiana Broadband Office

Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch has had an exciting summer visiting
Broadband Ready Communities and speaking with local community leaders.
Her most recent travels include Huntington University in Huntington County to
announce the county’s Broadband Ready Community certification, and a
constructive Indiana Broadband Office roundtable discussion with
Congresswoman Victoria Spartz in Hamilton County. Crouch plans to continue
her travels into the fall.

IHCDA

During a recent IHCDA Board of Directors
meeting, Lieutenant Governor Suzanne
Crouch and IHCDA announced that more
than $91 million will be allocated to the
City of Indianapolis for its rental
assistance program, IndyRent. The
allocation of these funds will allow the city
to provide nine additional months of rental
assistance beyond its current three-month
eligibility.

OCRA

Recently, Lieutenant Governor Suzanne
Crouch had the opportunity to visit Peru,
Ind. to unveil the Marie Stuart Edwards
statue outside the Peru Public Library.

ISDA

Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch
spent many days at the Indiana State Fair
in August. It was there that she was able
to spend time with 73 farming families
recognized for their dedication to Indiana
agriculture with a Hoosier Homestead
Award.

IDDC

In August, the Lieutenant Governor celebrated #VisitIndianaDay at the Indiana
State Fairground with IDDC!

Follow along with the Lieutenant Governor as she travels across Indiana! 
Follow her on Facebook, here.
Follow her on Instagram, here.
Follow her on Twitter, here.

TELEHEALTH
The expansion of broadband in Indiana will impact every aspect of Hoosier life.
One of the most important aspects, is Hoosier health. Telehealth rose to the
forefront of healthcare in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. At the time,
virtual appointments were a mandatory change for many Hoosiers. Now,
telehealth has become a welcome tool for healthcare providers and patients. In
rural Indiana, telehealth services offer much needed healthcare access to
residents. The use of broadband to expand telehealth in the state will positively
impact so many lives and bring forth a healthier Indiana.

HealthLinc Valparaiso, in Valparaiso, Ind., was awarded $362,696 from the
Federal Communication Commission’s Telehealth Program to purchase devices
that will enable remote monitoring of COVID-19 patients under quarantine, with
a particular focus on patients with chronic illnesses.

For additional information on the FCC’s COVID-19 Telehealth Program,
visit: usac.org/about/covid-19-telehealth-program/.

FEDERAL INFRASTRUCTURE
UPDATE

Current legislation being discussed in Washington could provide as much as
$65B in funding for Broadband Buildout across the country. The IBO will
continue to monitor the progress our federal leaders are making with this
important investment.

NEWS - CONNECT INDIANA
NTIA Indiana

The U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA) recently announced that it has received more
than 230 applications for the Broadband Infrastructure Program, for a total of
more than $2.5 billion in funding requests across 49 states and U.S. territories.
During round one, Indiana Partnership applied for over $5.3 million.

NTIA has begun reviewing the applications as part of the $288 million grant
program, which was funded by the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (the
Act). Grants will be awarded to covered partnerships between a state, or
political subdivisions of a state, and providers of fixed broadband service. The
program’s 90-day application window closed on Tuesday, August 17.

Read the full press release here.

ECF Indiana

The Federal Communications Commission recently announced that it received
requests for $5.137 billion to fund 9.1 million connected devices and 5.4 million
broadband connections as part of the $7.17 billion Emergency Connectivity
Fund Program.

The first filing window, which closed August 13th, attracted applications from all
50 states – including schools and libraries in both rural and urban communities
seeking funding for eligible equipment and services received or delivered
between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022.

During round one, Indiana schools and libraries requested almost $54 million in
funding.

In view of outstanding demand and the recent spike in coronavirus cases, the
FCC will open a second application filing window for schools and libraries to
request funding for connected devices and broadband connections for off-
campus use by students, school staff, and library patrons for the current 2021-
22 school year.

The second filing window will run from September 28 to October 13 and all
eligible schools and libraries can apply for financial support to purchase eligible
equipment and services for students, school staff and library patrons with unmet
needs.

To read more, visit https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-375210A1.pdf.

Rush County RFP

Rush County is rolling out the welcome mat to telecommunications companies
as it seeks to bridge the digital divide. The Rush County Board of
Commissioners has issued a Request for Proposals from internet service
providers to partner with the county to improve broadband service.

Rush County, which was one of the first communities designated a Broadband
Ready Community, says money has been earmarked to assist in broadband
infrastructure improvements.

The Rush County Connect Broadband Task Force says it commissioned GEO
Partners LLC to collect data from residents about their broadband speeds. The
data was used to create GIS layered maps to pinpoint areas in the most need.

“This data has been particularly important to document unserved/underserved
areas, highlighting the gaps in broadband service. Rush County must have
better connectivity to sustain and thrive.” Said Mark McCorkle, broadband task
force co-chair.

The RFP is due by October 22.

Access the Rush County RFP here.

Read the full article here. 

We want to hear from you! Please send broadband-related news regarding your
community or organization to the Indiana Broadband Office at
INbroadband@lg.in.gov, and we'll share on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or in
this newsletter!
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