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FROM THE DESK OF...

Scott Rudd, Director of Indiana Broadband Office
During the first quarter of 2021, the Indiana Broadband Office continued to fulfill
its mission of reaching Hoosiers where they live, work and play by
communicating with stakeholders, providing resources to a diverse audience
and leveraging established relationships with elected officials, associations and
providers. We held discussions with 30 Counties, eight Regions, six Federal
Agencies, 16 State Agencies and 17 Associations. 

We will continue to work toward our mission, and we look forward to meeting
with you in the upcoming months. To schedule a meeting, please
email INbroadband@lg.in.gov. 

NEWS IN BROADBAND
Indiana Farm Bureau Speed Test
Indiana Farm Bureau formed the Indiana Broadband Strategic Partnership
(IBSP) to help bring reliable broadband to the most unserved and underserved
communities across the state. To help with this initiative, the IBSP also includes
Cook Medical Group, Duke Energy Foundation, Indiana Association of Realtors,
Radius Indiana and the Regional Opportunity Initiative.  

This partnership will promote the Indiana Speed Test, a crowd-sourced internet
speed test created by GEO Partners, LLC, a Minnesota-based company
focused on enabling cost-effective planning and deployment of broadband.  

GEO Partners provides real-time internet speed data by collecting speed test
information from residents. Displayed on GIS layers, the data pinpoints areas
that are most in need of reliable, affordable access to broadband service.

To read more and take the survey, click here. 

 

NTIA Has Millions for Broadband Infrastructure
On May 19, the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA) announced the availability of $288 million
in grant funding for the deployment of broadband infrastructure.

In a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO), NTIA invites eligible parties to
submit applications, provides information on the amount of funding available,
discusses how it will allocate funds to qualifying applicants, gives instructions on
the application process and describes the evaluation criteria for application
review and the factors for award selection. 

The Broadband Infrastructure Program is somewhat unique in requiring what it
calls, "covered partnerships." A covered partnership includes a state (or one or
more subdivisions of a state—looking at you, counties and cities) and a provider
of fixed broadband service.

To read more, click here. 

Steps to Success
Is your community broadband ready? The Indiana Broadband Office is creating
a top 10 list of best practices, the Broadband Playbook for Success. This
playbook will outline steps your community can take to expand broadband
connectivity and affordability in your area. 

Step 3 of the Playbook is to "Consider a Broadband Plan or Feasibility Study."

1. OCRA Broadband Readiness Planning Grant using Community Development
Block Grant funding. The goal is to encourage communities to plan for long-term
development via this grant 

2. Self-funding a plan or study using existing funds, private contributions or
COVID Recovery funds

To learn more about these funding options, click here. 

Follow along on social media to have the first look at the rest of the steps. 

BROADBAND READY
COMMUNITIES

 

Suzanne Crouch, Lieutenant Governor of Indiana
The Indiana Broadband Office, under the guidance of Lt. Governor Suzanne
Crouch, manages the Broadband Ready Communities Program as a tool used
to encourage the development of broadband in Indiana. Several communities
have already received their designations this year, with many others expressing
interest in the program.

The Broadband Ready Community certification sends a signal to the
telecommunication industry that a community has taken steps to reduce barriers
to broadband infrastructure investment. 

To learn more about being a Broadband Ready Community, click here or contact
us at, INbroadband@lg.in.gov. 

 

Montgomery County
Our most recent Broadband Ready Community is Montgomery County, Indiana.

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch and the Indiana Broadband Office announced
Montgomery County is now designated as an official Broadband Ready
Community. The Broadband Ready Communities Program was created as a tool
to encourage broadband development throughout Indiana.

“The Indiana Broadband Office and I are excited to have another Hoosier
community take the necessary steps to receive the Broadband Ready
Community certification,” Crouch said. “This news comes at a great time as
Indiana further invests in expanding broadband infrastructure with a new law
that allocates another $250 million to increasing high-speed, reliable internet
opportunities.”

According to Scott Rudd, Director of the Indiana Broadband Office, there are
now more than 45 Indiana communities with the Broadband Ready designation.

"We applaud Montgomery County for taking these steps to bring affordable and
reliable broadband access to their residents," Rudd said. “Through asset
mapping, community engagement and provider relationships Montgomery
County should be commended for its commitment to broadband development,
and the Broadband Ready Community designation further illustrates that
commitment."

To read the full press release, click here.

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARTNERS
Broadband is the vehicle that moves information at high speeds and allows
every corner of the state to be digitally connected.

During this pandemic, the need for reliable broadband was put on display. We
took this as an opportunity to rebrand and educate communities and residents. 

On these platforms, we provide status updates regarding our services, new
announcements and the stories submitted to us by residents. While you engage
with us, we promise to engage with you on any and all platforms. We also invite
you to submit relevant updates to be featured on our social media or within our
monthly newsletter, which we encourage you to sign up for.

As we approach the summer season, we plan to highlight the strides
communities are making regarding broadband planning and build-out across the
state, with a new social media campaign. These strides are examples of
broadband advancement, the creation of task forces, communities becoming
Broadband Ready and securing funding for infrastructure projects. We want to
take this time to fully focus on all the progress being made across the state of
Indiana.

“Broadband is...” has become the strategic marketing campaign of Indiana
Broadband. We took to social media to show our Hoosiers how important
broadband access is, and the vital role it plays within the industries and
communities across the state. Broadband is healthcare, education, business,
agriculture, eCommerce. Broadband is connecting. Broadband is empowering.

Nothing is more powerful than connections. We wish to meet Hoosiers where
they live, work and play, as broadband touches all these aspects of life. As a
member of the Lieutenant Governor's Family of Businesses, we would like to
take this time to engage with you, our partners, to make sure we form
meaningful connections all over the state. This will be a team effort as we
provide education, resources and form relationships with stakeholders, elected
officials, associations and providers.

We invite you to reach out to us with any concerns, questions or success stories
in relation to broadband. We look forward to connecting with you.

Please follow us using the links below: 

Facebook - facebook.com/IndianaBroadband

Twitter - twitter.com/INBroadband

Instagram - instagram.com/indianabroadband/
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Please send broadband-related news regarding your community or organization
to the Indiana Broadband Office at INbroadband@lg.in.gov, and we'll share
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or in this newsletter!

Do you want to meet with IBO? Send us an email to schedule a meeting
at, INbroadband@lg.in.gov.
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