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FROM THE DESK OF...

Earnie Holtrey
Indiana Broadband Office Project Manager

Hello, Hoosiers!

It has been a busy few months at the Indiana Broadband Office!

In the last few weeks, I have not only done some traveling, but I have also had
conversations with several dozen communities. During these discussions, I
provided federal legislation updates, Next Level Connections and Indiana
Connectivity Program updates and encouraged them to become Broadband
Ready Communities. I invited those I've spoken with to utilize the Steps to
Success resources as well as all the resources on the IBO website.

Recently, I read an article that has an impactful view of the benefits of having
everyone connected. It states, “Broadband’s fundamental value doesn’t simply
come from connecting computers to networks; it comes from connecting people
to opportunity, and society to new solutions—because at the end of the day,
people are the most critical half of the last-mile equation.”

To read the full article, click here.

As spring arrives, the IBO will travel more and more, and we want to hear about
broadband progress in your area!

 

Thank you,

Earnie Holtrey
Project Manager
Indiana Broadband Office
Email: Eholtrey@ocra.IN.gov

ON THE ROAD WITH IBO
Indiana Broadband has taken some exciting trips lately!

Washington, D.C.
Earlier this month, Indiana Broadband Project Manager, Earnie Holtrey, and the
lieutenant governor’s Chief of Agency Operations, Jodi Golden, attended the
State Broadband Leaders Network 2022 Winter Summit in Washington, D.C.

In Washington, Earnie and Jodi joined some of our nation’s top leaders at the
conference. During these sessions the NTIA team was able to brief leaders on
broadband funding and timelines, and guest speakers provided updates within
their states.

South Bend
After arriving back in the Hoosier state, Earnie headed to South Bend. 

He was invited to the South Bend Regional Convening hosted by Next Century
Cities, PEW Charitable Trusts and the City of South Bend. The March 3 event
allowed local, state and federal leaders the opportunity to come together to
identify community-based connectivity needs that should be addressed by the
influx of federal and state broadband funding opportunities.

Earnie offered a presentation titled, “Insights from a State Broadband Office,” a
conversation focused on the programs and opportunities provide by the State of
Indiana.

Andy Berke, Special Represenative for Broadband NTIA and former Mayor of
Chattanooga, TN, pictured with Earnie Holtrey, IBO Project Manager

Andy Berke, Special Represenative for Broadband NTIA 
and former Mayor of Chattanooga, TN

BROADBAND CHAMPIONS
HIGHLIGHT

ICYMI! We are proud to debut our Broadband Champion program!

This exciting initiative focuses on YOU, the broadband champions!

Did you miss our exclusive first look on our Indiana Broadband Instagram TV?
Follow us here and turn on notifications to never miss the early release. 

Watch our first two videos by clicking here.

Be on the lookout for our next Broadband Champion that will be released later
this month!

Do you have someone we should consider for an upcoming video? Email us at
INbroadband@lg.in.gov to nominate your community's Broadband Champion! 

FEDERAL UPDATE: AFFORDABLE
CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM

Recently, the White House and FCC announced that over 10 million households
are now enrolled in the Affordable Connectivity Program. With your partnership,
the program has helped more than 10 million households gain access to
discounted broadband services through the nation’s largest ever broadband
affordability program. The ACP provides connections for telehealth services,
distance learning, economic development, government benefits and services,
and civic engagement with local, state, and national elected and appointed
leaders.

As we celebrate this milestone, we are also looking ahead. The FCC will
continue its work to ensure that qualifying households know how to enroll. We
invite you to join us in that mission. Below you will find 10 ways to connect your
community with the ACP.

Help Your Community Enroll: Sign up as an enrollment partner today
at fcc.gov/ACP.

Spread the Word: Are you organizing school packet pick-ups or a local food
drive? Download and print out ACP flyers to include in pick-up
materials: fcc.gov/acp-toolkit.

Request Printed Materials: Printed versions of FCC ACP Outreach Toolkit
materials are available. Send an email to ACPInfo@fcc.gov and provide details
on what you need.

Connect with Local Institutions: Ensure schools, libraries, health clinics, and
community centers know about the ACP and have the information they need to
help eligible students and patrons enroll. 

Involve Your Local Government: Does your local employment assistance or
social services office have ACP information? Put Outreach Toolkit materials in
the hands of people who interact with the public – teachers, healthcare
providers, and community workers.

Share ACP Info on Your Websites and Social Media: The FCC has ready-to-
post graphics, videos, and PSAs available for you to share with your network in
the ACP Outreach Toolkit. 

Request a Speaker for an Event: Have a local event coming up?  Want to train
your members to serve as local ambassadors for ACP? Send a speaker request
to ACPspeakers@fcc.gov. 

Help Connect the Unconnected: Download and print application forms
in English or Spanish. Households applying for ACP by mail should include a
Household Worksheet and copies of their eligibility documentation. Worksheet
in English and Spanish.

Find Local Providers: Browse listings by state or territory at fcc.gov/acp-
providers-by-state.

Let EVERYONE Know: Spread the word about ACP on community bulletin
boards, both online and around town.

CONNECT INDIANA
The Indiana Connectivity Program is an ongoing effort aimed to connect
residents and businesses that lack access to broadband internet service with
service providers and assists them in the expense of extending broadband to
those locations.

To check the status of your application, click here. 

Think you missed out? This is an ongoing program that seeks to close the
digital divide and unite the State of Indiana. To learn more, click here.

Stay tuned over the next few weeks as the program continues to become more
available to Hoosiers through an exciting new campaign – The Wifi Project.

The WiFi Project 
An initiative of the State of Indiana with the goal of finding residents and
business owners who need internet access and connecting them to providers
that can make it happen!  How is your connectivity? Do you need to up your
speed? Let us help YOU up your online gaming, up your movie night, up your
ecommerce, up your degree, up your business, up your e-learning, up your at-
home doctor visits, up your CONNECTION!

Stay tuned for more program opportunities and information! 

NEXT LEVEL CONNECTIONS
UPDATE

Indiana plans to invest in the improvement of broadband access and adoption
in Indiana. The Next Level Connections Broadband Grant Program is designed
to provide funds for the deployment of broadband infrastructure to provide
eligible broadband service to unserved end users, which includes households,
businesses and community anchor institutions, such as schools and health
clinics, across Indiana.

To view the interactive dashboard for this program click here.  

With over 150 applications received and around 68,500 addresses covered,
there is $284,862,808 in requested funds. Currently, final applications are being
evaluated and awards are expected to be announced in April. The challenge
phase previously ended on February 24. 

To learn more about this program, click here.

PURDUE DIGITAL FELLOWS
PROGRAM

The need for digital access is at an all-time high following a sharp increase in
remote learning and remote work. To combat the growing digital divide, the
Purdue Center for Regional Development placed six individuals in regions
around Indiana to execute strategies aimed at fostering digital economy
ecosystems.

These fellows will work to increase broadband access and digital literacy and
contribute to critical community development initiatives in Bloomington, Muncie,
Richmond, Terre Haute, and Versailles.

Last month, Earnie had the opportunity to hear updates from the 5 fellows and
gave a brief presentation on the Indiana Broadband Office. 

“Our administration continues to make broadband investment a priority,” said
Indiana Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch. “The last year taught us high-speed, reliable
internet is no longer a luxury, it is essential. New partnerships continue to form
to expand broadband services to Hoosiers and these Fellows will help so many
leaders continue their collaboration to get this critical infrastructure across our
state.”

Fellows will serve their communities in locations through high-impact, high-
urgency two-year placements focused on closing the digital divide and building
the next generation of leaders. They will tackle tough challenges facing Indiana,
strengthen its civic infrastructure and join a new generation of transformational
community leaders.

To learn more about the Purdue Digital Fellows, click here.

BROADBAND READY
COMMUNITIES

The Broadband Ready Communities Program is a designation signaling that
community leadership is committed to the development of reliable and
affordable internet.

To learn more about being a Broadband Ready Community, click here.

Stay tuned as we continue to work with communities across the state to become
Broadband Ready! We have roughly 35 counties to go. Also, keep in mind that
cities and towns may apply for the designation as well.

Congratulations to our most recent Broadband Ready Communities!

Pulaski County
“Pulaski County is excited to take this next step toward facilitating broadband
investment in our community,” stated Chuck Mellon, President of the Pulaski
County Board of Commissioners. “Local provider LightStream has already
invested millions of dollars here, including building up its network in Winamac
enough for the town to be designated as a Smart Rural Community, and the
State’s Next Level Connections program is already enticing providers to expand
opportunities here. With this Broadband Ready designation, we look forward to
partnering with LightStream and other providers to connect all of Pulaski County
at the speed of tomorrow.”

Tipton County
“The Tipton County Commissioners are committed to encouraging development
of widespread access to Broadband Connectivity in our community. We are
partnering with the Indiana Broadband Ready Community initiative through the
State of Indiana to help facilitate bringing these needed services throughout our
community,” said Dennis Henderson, Tipton County Commissioner.

When is your community's Broadband Ready Community Anniversary? We want
to celebrate with you! Reach out to us as INbroadband@lg.in.gov and let's plan
an anniversary celebration. 

Check out the map below to see the progress that has been made across the
State.
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TRAVELS OF LT. GOVERNOR
SUZANNE CROUCH

Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch is continuing to meet Hoosiers from different
industries and communities in 2022. Her travels have brought many
opportunities to hear local issues and observe programs that are building a
better Indiana.

A 23-part series of workshops is underway in Indiana. The lieutenant governor
greeted Hoosiers attending the Healthy Minds, Healthy Lives workshop in
Lebanon late last month. The workshop will raise awareness and help reduce
the stigma surrounding mental health in the agriculture industry. The series
continues through July. Click here to learn more about the program and to find a
location near you.

The lieutenant governor was the keynote speaker at the inaugural LeadHERship
luncheon hosted by the Syracuse-Wawasee Chamber of Commerce and The
North Webster Tippecanoe Township Chamber of Commerce. Leaders behind
the event said they used to travel multiple counties away to attend a women’s
professional group. When they decided to start their own event, they invited the
lieutenant governor to lead the charge. To read more, click here.

The lieutenant governor made a stop at Kankakee Valley High School in
Demotte recently, as part of a visit to northwest Indiana. Lt. Governor Crouch
spoke with students in a civics class and students from an agriculture class.
Students asked her questions about her role as the state’s 52nd lieutenant
governor, including issues related to broadband in their area.

Follow along with Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch as she continues her statewide
travels.

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

WEBSITE UPDATE!
Have you seen our website recently? We have been working hard to keep it up
to date and accurate on all things Broadband! To check it out, click here.

We want to hear from you! Please send broadband-related news regarding your
community or organization to the Indiana Broadband Office at
INbroadband@lg.in.gov, and we'll share on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or in
this newsletter!


