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FROM THE DESK OF...

Earnie Holtrey 
Indiana Broadband Office Project Manager 

As I look back on 2021, I am thrilled to reflect on the progress and
accomplishments made by Indiana residents who are eager to make
connectivity a priority. Throughout this whirlwind year, the Indiana Broadband
Office was able to get so much accomplished.

Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch and the Indiana Broadband Office designated 17
communities to be Broadband Ready, a record pace for 2021. We look
forwarded to designating more communities in 2022 and invite you to learn more
by clicking here. 

During this same time, we began the distribution of a monthly newsletter
comprised of broadband updates, grant advancements and highlights of local
broadband leaders. 

We also had the opportunity to represent the lieutenant governor and OCRA at
dozens of public events, ribbon cuttings and groundbreakings. I had the unique
opportunity to represent the IBO at the 2021 National Summit on Education in
Orlando, Fla., where I was joined with leaders from across the country for
discussions on impactful solutions to close our country’s digital divide.

In 2021, our office was able to provide technical assistance to over 100 cities,
towns and counties across the state while also serving as the technical expert
for broadband related federal COVID relief measures. We have not taken this
responsibility lightly and look forward to advancing our state’s broadband efforts.

As we begin 2022 IBO looks forward to a continued broadband partnership with
OCRA as we continue toward the vision of being the one stop shop for all things
broadband in the state of Indiana and striving toward reliable affordable Internet
for all Hoosiers.

Happy Holidays, Hoosiers! 

 

Thank you, 

Earnie Holtrey
Project Manager
Indiana Broadband Office 
Email: Eholtrey@ocra.IN.gov 

TRAVELS OF LT. GOVERNOR
SUZANNE CROUCH

Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch continues her tour around the state to speak with
local business leaders and officials to further understand the needs of her
constituents. Her travels have brought many opportunities to meet Hoosiers and
further observe the state of Indiana.

Recently, she had the pleasure of visiting the city of Greensburg. There she was
able to visit the Greensburg City Hall, as well as having the honor of visiting
WTRE and Honda Manufacturing of Indiana.

The lieutenant governor also attended the National Lieutenant Governors
Association to speak on the #nextlevelconnections program. She also discussed
the challenges Hoosiers face with broadband access, as well as joining the
Indiana Rural Health Association and Visit Indiana to speak on agricultural
mental health and promoting tourism.

A week before Thanksgiving, Lt. Governor Crouch visited Valparaiso. There, she
met with Dr. McCall and toured Valparaiso High School to see firsthand the
STEM classes and educational opportunities it provides for students, including
the aviation program.

Lt. Governor Crouch had the honor of presenting the Preserving Main Street
grant of $2 million to Experience the Heart of Kendallville in Noble County.
Kendallville “has already made great use of Indiana Office of Community and
Rural Affairs grand funding in the past to enhance its downtown.” The grant will
provide further funding for revitalization and historic preservation efforts.

Follow along with Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch as she continues her statewide
travels.

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

BROADBAND READY
COMMUNITIES

The Broadband Ready Communities Program is a designation signaling that
community leadership is committed to the development of reliable and
affordable internet.

Recently, Lieutenant Governor Suzanne Crouch and the Indiana Broadband
Office announced that Fulton County is now designated as an official Broadband
Ready Community.

“Our administration remains focused on getting high-speed, reliable internet
service to unserved and underserved Hoosiers,” Crouch said. “Congratulations
to Fulton County as it joins the more than 55 other Indiana communities that are
now broadband ready. Other communities around our state have already
benefited through the Broadband Ready Communities Program. I want to
applaud Fulton County leaders who have taken these necessary steps to attract
broadband investment.”

Stay tuned for several announcements over the next few weeks as we add new
communities to our program! We have designated 17 communities in 2021
alone and we cannot wait to continue the momentum. 

Check out the most recent BBRC in the map below.

To learn more about being a Broadband Ready Community, click here.

FEDERAL UPDATE
Emergency Broadband Benefit shifts to the Affordable Connectivity
Program

On Nov. 18, 2021, the Federal Communications Commission's Wireline
Competition Bureau released a public notice seeking public comment on how to
modify and extend the Emergency Broadband Benefit Program to a longer-term
broadband affordability program: the Affordable Connectivity Program. In the
recently signed Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Congress directed the
FCC to make a number of changes to the Emergency Broadband Benefit
Program by Dec. 31, 2021. (A number of changes will also occur in early 2022).
Therefore, the public has little time to weigh in on these changes: initial
comments were due Wednesday, Dec. 8, and reply comments are due Tuesday,
Dec. 28.

The Affordable Connectivity Program will retain the basic structure of
the Emergency Broadband Benefit Program, with some changes. The
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act both removes and adds certain
qualifying eligibility programs and changes the benefit level—from $50/month in
the current Emergency Broadband Benefit Program to $30/month in the longer-
term Affordable Connectivity Program. For the over 7 million Emergency
Broadband Benefit Program participants, all of whom are new to the program
which launched just last May, Congress has created a 60-day transition period
beginning on Dec. 31. During the transition, anyone who was eligible for and
signed up for the Emergency Broadband Benefit Program remains eligible and
will continue to receive a subsidy of up to $50/month until March 2022.

To read more, click here.

CONNECT INDIANA
The Indiana Connectivity Program aims to connect residents and businesses
that lack access to broadband internet service with service providers and assist
in the expense of extending broadband to those locations.

Residential and business locations that are unserved or underserved (access to
actual speeds less than 25Mbps download and 3Mbps upload) can apply for
consideration by entering their information into the Next Level Connections
portal to initiate their interest in receiving broadband internet service.

Internet Service Providers will have the opportunity to review these locations
and submit bids to the state on the cost of providing service to these locations.
OCRA will evaluate these bids and make awards to the providers whose bid
presents the lowest cost to the state for extension of the service.

Addresses were posted for challenge on Dec. 6 and challenges are due by Dec.
17. There are currently 1,569 addresses that have been submitted.

This ongoing program seeks to close the digital divide and unite the State of
Indiana. To learn more, click here.

BROADBAND CHAMPIONS
HIGHLIGHT

We are proud to debut our first ever Broadband Champion, Carole Yeend and
Rush County!

Did you miss our exclusive first look on our Indiana Broadband Instagram TV?
Follow us here and turn on notifications to never miss the early-release. 

Rush County was one of the very first Broadband Ready Communities (BBRC)
to be designated by the lieutenant governor. Carole holds a wealth of
information regarding the BBRC process and the challenges that communities
face in their efforts to become broadband ready.

Watch the full video below!

WATCH

PARTNERSHIPS ACROSS THE
STATE

IBO and Ivy Tech Hamilton County
Recently, Indiana Broadband Office Project Manager, Earnie Holtrey, had the
opportunity to meet with Chancellor Stacy Atkinson from Ivy Tech Hamilton
County to discuss how IBO and Ivy Tech can work together to improve student
connectivity across the state.

Check out the opportunities offered by Ivy Tech by clicking here.

 

Cincinnati Bell and the City of Greendale
Recently, Cincinnati Bell and the City of Greendale partnered to bring fiber
broadband to businesses and residents in Greendale.

Work to install fiber lines is expected to start early next year. It will take 18
months to two years to complete installation.

The City of Greendale is investing $645,000 into the $3.5 million project. With
the help of Lawrenceburg Community School Corporation and Superintendent,
Karl Galey, Greendale was awarded a GEER grant from the state that will award
the city up to $625,000.

To read more, click here.

TRAVELS OF THE INDIANA
BROADBAND OFFICE

Recently, Indiana Broadband Office Project Manager, Earnie Holtrey, presented
at the 2021 National Summit on Education in Orlando, Fla. He joined state
leaders, from across the country, in a discussion on impactful solutions to close
the digital divide.

Hamilton County Leadership Academy Panel 

Earlier this month, the Hamilton County Leadership Academy held an event in
Fishers regarding how county infrastructure impacts economic development.
The day was filled with speakers educating audience members about the efforts
being made to attract and retain top-tier workforce talent in the community.
Attendees were able to hear from local business owners about why they chose
Hamilton County as the destination for their company. Additionally, Fishers
Mayor, Scott Fadness, spoke about the city's future plans and initiatives.

To learn more about the Hamilton County Leadership Academy, click here.

We want to hear from you! Please send broadband-related news regarding your
community or organization to the Indiana Broadband Office at
INbroadband@lg.in.gov, and we'll share on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or in
this newsletter!
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