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Eric  J. Holcomb, Governor


Gregory L. Wilson, Executive Director of Indiana Civil Rights Commission


MeLissa J. Williams,  Director  of the Indiana Native American Indian Affairs Commission 

Indiana Native American Indian Affairs Commission
Public Meeting on October 17, 2018

1-3:00pm, Eiteljorg Museum, Indianapolis, Indiana

Invocation was given by Commissioner, Pete Magnant via telephone

Roll Call and quorum was established by Chairwoman, Sally Tuttle. Nine total.
Members present were Chairwoman, Sally Tuttle, Vice Chair, Paul Strack, Pete Magnant by phone, Nathan Underwood, David Liebel, Dr. Kenneth Folks, Kelly Flynn, Anthony Jones, Elizabeth Gamboa, 

Senator Walker and a representative from Rep Dan Leonard’s office were present for the meeting.

Erin Oliver, Shannon Turner and Tracy Locke were absent.

One vacancy position in the Traditional role of the INAIAC still open.

INAIAC August 15th commission minutes
Motion made to approve was Paul Strack and seconded by David Liebel.

It was approved to accept the minutes as written by the INAIAC. 

INAIAC commissioners Dr. Ken Folks made a motion to approve the agenda.

It was seconded by Elizabeth Gamboa approved.

The INAIAC approved the October 17th Agenda.

INAIAC Chairwoman welcomed new commissioners.

Department of Workforce Development, Anthony Jones. He will replace Shane Hatchett. 
Kelly Flynn came to the meeting to represent the Family of Social Service Agency in place of Shane. 
Chairwoman, Sally Tuttle also welcomed Felica Ashtee Bryant from Purdue University Native American Indian Education and Cultural Center. She also welcomed Dr. Charmaine Champion Shaw from the IUPUI Native American Indian Center. Albert Ortiz representative from the Ohio and Indiana Chapter of the American Indian Movement was also welcomed by Chairwoman, Sally Tuttle.

Director Williams gave a power point presentation of her report. The director gave updated information to the commission on the November 2nd, Native American Indian Days at the Capitol event and the Native American Indian Veterans Ceremony on November 3rd. Each commissioner received an invitation. Chairwoman Sally Tuttle requested that every commissioner come to these events. Native American Indian Veterans Days were also being held at the Veteran’s Hospital in Indianapolis on November 5th.  MeLissa Williams also requested that Dr. Charmaine Champion Shaw from IUPUI and Director Felica Ahastee’- Bryant from PU Native American Indian Center talk about their upcoming November Native American Indian events.

Director Williams was only able to give the August financials. The September financials were completed  yet by ICRC, CFO, Pam Cook. Director MeLissa Williams will send those financials once they are completed.

Old Business

No subcommittee meetings took place up to the INAIAC set commission meeting on October 17th, 2018.

1) Education- Sally spoke in place of Commissioner, Tracy Locke absence.  Commissioner, Tracy Locke has a new position and cannot come to the meetings due to work obligations.

Director MeLissa Williams gave details about the upcoming November 2nd, Native American Indian Days at the Capitol. Over nine Native American Indians from nine federally recognized tribes would be present to give cultural traditions and historical information. DNR State Parks were bringing Bird of Prey for the event so children could not only learn about habitats but see the birds. 

2) Chairwoman Sally Tuttle asked Director MeLissa Williams if the letter to Dr. McCormick was sent. Director MeLissa Williams did acknowledge the letter was sent. Dr. Ken Folks responded to the letter that was sent to Dr. McCormick. He also gave in more detail about Dr. Jennifer McCormick’s role.
3) The INAIAC Teacher Grants have been updated on the website and sent out to various schools and databases.

4) Dr. Ken Folks has requested that Director MeLissa Williams attend the DOE’s Cultural Competency Council Monthly meetings. She has agreed to attend and participate.

5) Scholarships- Chairwoman, Sally Tuttle recused her self from this proceeding since her grandson, Noah McClerkin has applied for the INAIAC Scholarship. Information has been given to the commissioners previously before the INAIAC Commission meeting to review. 

Motion was made to approve the following applicants to receive $3000.00 each for the fall 2018 semester for Alaina Bryant from IUPUI, Haley Begay from IU Bloomington and Noah McClerkin from Purdue University.

Motion was made by David Liebel. Seconded by Anthony Jones. It was approved by all commissioners.

New Business

1) Dr. Charmaine Champion Shaw gave a presentation requesting a donation to start the Johnny P. Flynn library for the students that are studying to receive their Associates in Native American Indian Studies at IIUPUI. Motion was made by Elizabeth Gamboa. It was seconded by Pete Magnant. The commission chose to table the subject at this time.

Open Comment from the Public

Dr. Charmayne Champion Shaw discussed about the measures to counteract the Ethnic Studies Law. She gave highlights of what that meant in the area of education. She would request that the INAIAC recommend that there be a law to require anyone presenting an educational or art presentation to be registered as a Native American Indian Artist.

Debra Haza talked about NAPGRA issues in the Columbus issues and referred her comments to Senator Greg Walker. Senator Greg Walker answered her questions.

Albert Ortiz that represents the Ohio and Indiana Chapter of American Indian Movement talked about the need to have Indigenous Day in Indiana, not just in Bloomington, Indiana. He also stated that the AIM Indiana and Ohio Chapter has chosen to work with the INAIAC since it has become more welcoming to Natives everywhere in Indiana. Mr. Ortiz talked about how he is not a Native from a federally recognized tribe and that he knows and lives by Native ways. He also talked about that education in the schools on Native ways should be taught. Senator Walker asked him to describe that look in the classroom. Albert did not give specifics at this time.
Paul Strack made a motion to end the meeting. Pete Magnant gave a second. All approved. The INAIAC October 17th Meeting came to a close at 3:22pm.
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