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Frequently Asked Questions


	What is the NEW Instructor Development course?
The Indiana Law Enforcement Training Board approved a NEW course of instruction in basic instructor development in 2024. In addition to the old instructor development course, the NEW course includes instruction in several new topics that law enforcement instructors should have to teach effectively in today’s law enforcement training environment. 

	What are the requirements of the NEW Instructor Development course?
The NEW Instructor Development course will be about 80-hrs. of instruction, instead of a 40-hr course of instruction. The additional 40 hours will eventually be available as online learning (work at your own pace).  As with most certification courses, there is both a written test and a practical test.  The practical test(s) consists of 4 different presentations that you must successfully give to an audience of your peers. All students must also attend the required in-class instruction.

	What certification do I receive if I take this course and pass it?
After successfully completing the NEW Instructor Development course, you will be certified as a Primary Instructor in law enforcement topics.  This certification allows you to teach general law enforcement topics to law enforcement audiences.  However, you will not be certified to teach psychomotor skills (firearms, EVO or Defensive Tactics) until you have also completed a psychomotor skills instructor course in that discipline.  Your certification as a Primary Instructor is good for 3 years.

	How is the NEW Instructor Development course different than the OLD Instructor Development course?
The NEW Instructor Development course is a total of nearly 80 hours of instruction.  The old Instructor Development course is 40 hours of instruction.  The NEW Instructor Development course requires each student to give 4 different presentations.  The old Instructor Development course requires each student to give 3 different presentations.  



	Why is there a need to change the Instructor Development course?
The ‘old’ Instructor Development course provided instruction in areas that served law enforcement instructors very well for over 25 years.  However, things have changed in the law enforcement culture.  Things have changed in the law enforcement training environment.  Things have changed in the legal requirements for instructors.  Things have changed with respect to agencies’ and instructors’ obligations in the training environment.  Therefore, a new curriculum was designed to keep up with all of these changes and better prepare new LE instructors to meet these new challenges.

	How long is the NEW Instructor Development course?
The NEW Instructor Development course is about 80 hours of instruction (about 10 days of work @ 8 hrs. per day).  By the time a portion of this course is developed so that students can complete it online, the amount of time it will take to complete this should be reduced.  For 2026, the NEW course will include one full day of online instruction/learning, and a full 8 days of in-class instruction.  

	When does the NEW Instructor Development course start?
According to the Indiana Administrative Code, new law enforcement instructors must complete a basic instructor development course. From January 1 to July 1, 2026, the required course will be a 1-week course held at ILEA.  Beginning July 1, 2026, the NEW required course will be a 2-week course, also held at ILEA.  Other satellite academies may host and conduct Instructor Development courses (beginning in July of 2026), but their courses will also use the NEW 2-week course curriculum at that time.

	How do I register for the NEW Instructor Development course?
Course dates for 2026 will be posted on the ILEA webpage in December of 2025. One course will be scheduled each month, with at least one extra course for those requesting a waiver for enrollment. Beginning January 5, 2026, the first 6 months courses (1-week courses) will be open for enrollment.  Pay particular attention to the rules of enrollment posted on our webpage. These courses will be open on a ‘first come, first-served’ basis.  Enrollment for the NEW 2-week courses will begin on June 8. These NEW 2-week courses will be open for enrollment 30-45 days prior to the individual course start dates (see ILEA webpage for exact open enrollment dates).  

	Am I able to register for more than one of the old Instructor Development courses so I can guarantee my spot?
No. When enrolling for the 1-week course, individual officers and training coordinators are only allowed to enroll their personnel (no more than 2 per agency per course) in one course.  If officers are enrolled in more than one course, their names will be removed from ALL course rosters.

	Where do I take the NEW Instructor Development course?
The NEW 2-week course, starting in July of 2026, will be held at the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy.  No off-site Instructor Development courses will be scheduled in 2026.  Satellite academies may host their own courses in 2026 but may restrict their enrollment or not open it up at all. 

	Are there going to be other locations/venues that will be able to host the NEW Instructor Development course in 2026?  If so, where?
No.  ILEA’s satellite academies (NILEA, SWILEA, ISP, IU Academy, IMPD, and Ft. Wayne Academy) have their own training staff to conduct their own Instructor Development courses at their respective academies.  However, they may restrict their enrollment to their own personnel.  Contact the individual academy sites for further information. 

	Is on-site housing available at ILEA if I register for the NEW Instructor Development course?
With the addition of the new dormitory facilities at ILEA, on-site dorm rooms may be available during 2026 for Instructor Development students to stay on campus. There is a nominal fee for dormitory rooms and meals will not be provided. Check our webpage for further updates on dorm room availability prior to enrolling in the class.

	What are the qualifications to enroll in an Instructor Development course?
In order to enroll in a basic Instructor Development course, the applicant must have a minimum of 3 years of law enforcement experience as a law enforcement officer.  Those who do not meet these initial requirements must apply for a waiver of enrollment before enrolling in a class.  The waiver process is detailed on our webpage.

	Are ‘waiver’ students allowed in the NEW Instructor Development course?
Yes.  Those who do not meet the initial eligibility requirements must apply for a waiver and get approval before enrolling in the NEW Instructor Development class.  The process is exactly the same for waiver student enrollment in the 1-week Instructor Development course.

	If I am currently a certified instructor now, do I have to take the NEW Instructor Development course?
No.  If you are a current Primary Instructor or Psychomotor Skills Instructor, you will not be required to take the NEW 2-week course.

	How do I access the online portion of the NEW Instructor Development course?
When a student is enrolled in one of the NEW 2-week Instructor Development courses, you will be sent a special set of reporting instructions.  The reporting instructions will outline how you access the online portion of your training through your ACADIS portal.  You should be able to access the online portion of your training in time to complete it before you report to the ILEA for day of your in-class instruction.

	Will my basic instructor certification change by taking the NEW Instructor Development course?
No.  Whether you complete the 1-week course or the 2-week course, your certification upon completion will be that of a Primary Instructor.

	How do I re-certify as an instructor if I complete the NEW Instructor Development course?
Once you complete the 2-week course, you will apply for re-certification using the same process as current instructors do now.  The re-certification process is done online by accessing and using your own individual ACADIS portal.  You will receive some instruction during the basic Instructor Development course on how to apply for re-certification.

	Can I count the online training portion of the NEW Instructor Development course as part of my annual in-service training hours?
Since the instruction that you receive here at ILEA is creditable for in-service training, ALL training hours that you receive during the 2-week Instructor Development course can be counted toward your in-service training hours. Upon completion of the new course, we will record the hours in Acadis that you completed for credit toward your in-service training hours.   However, there is nothing in this course that would apply toward any of the state-mandated topics required of LEOs annually.

	How will you know if I complete the online portion of the NEW Instructor Development course?
All progress during the online portion of your training in the NEW 2-week course is completed in ACADIS and is constantly tracked.  You will have the opportunity to complete several knowledge checks (quizzes) and a short test at the end.  Your scores and progress are automatically generated in ACADIS for your records.

	Is there a test in the NEW Instructor Development course?
Yes.  As with any state certification, there are several tests in the NEW 2-week Instructor Development course.  You will complete an online written test at the completion of your classroom training.  In addition, you will be required to present several topics to a group of your peers and be expected to perform at certain standards.  Don’t worry!!  You will know exactly what those standards are and why we have those standards when you take the course.

	How many presentations will I have to do in the NEW Instructor Development course?
You will be asked to give 4 presentations during the NEW Instructor Development course.  Each presentation will be on a different topic and will have different objectives.  They will range in time from 2 minutes to 50 minutes.


	How will the NEW Instructor Development course make me a better instructor?
The NEW Instructor Development course has several new topics of instruction that modern law enforcement instructors should know and understand.  A heavier emphasis is placed on evaluating student progress, evaluating instruction and being able to defend the instruction that is given by an agency or a given instructor. 

	If I am currently an instructor, will I be able to take any of the extra classes that are in the NEW Instructor Development course if I want to?
When all of the online content is put together for the NEW 2-week course, we hope to make it available to ALL current instructors if they want to take it.  We expect this process to be completed by the end of 2026. When completed, ILEA tuition fees may apply to this additional online training. Individual officers completing the optional online training will be responsible for recording and reporting their own training hours as part of the annual in-service training reporting process.
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