Dwelling means any building, structure or portion thereof
which is occupied as, or designed or intended for
occupancy as, a residence by one or more families, and
any vacant land which is offered for sale or lease for the
construction or location thereon of any such building,
structure or portion thereof.
Familial status means one or more individuals (who have
not attained the age of 18 years) being domiciled with—
(a) A parent or another person having legal custody of
such individual or individuals; or
(b) The designee of such parent or other person having
such custody, with the written permission of such parent
or other person.
The protections afforded against discrimination on the
basis of familial status shall apply to any person who is
pregnant or is in the process of securing legal custody of
any individual who has not attained the age of 18 years.
Person includes one or more individuals, corporations,
partnerships, associations, labor organizations, legal
representatives, mutual companies, joint-stock companies,
trusts, unincorporated organizations, trustees, trustees in
cases under title 11 U.S.C., receivers, and fiduciaries.

Terms and Definitions. PHAs must use federal definitions
and follow federal eligibility
requirements in their administration of PIH-assisted
housing programs. Accordingly, PHAs
are required to update their admissions and continued
occupancy policies (ACOP) and/or
Administrative Plans consistent with the Equal Access
Rule. The rule defines “sexual
orientation” and “gender identity” at 24 CFR 5.100 and
clarifies the term “family” at 24 CFR
5.403. Sexual orientation means homosexuality,
heterosexuality or bisexuality. Gender
identity means actual or perceived gender-related
characteristics.
The term “family” includes, but is not limited to the
following, regardless of actual or
perceived sexual orientation, gender identity, or
marital status:
(1) A single person, who may be an elderly person,
displaced person, disabled person,
near-elderly person or any other single person; or
(2) A group of persons residing together and such group
includes, but is not limited to:
(i) A family with or without children (a child who is
temporarily away from the
home because of placement in foster care is considered a
member of the family);
(ii) An elderly family;

(iii)A near-elderly family;
(iv) A disabled family;
(v) A displaced family; and
(vi) The remaining member of a tenant family.
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