FILED
DEC 2 3 2024

ETHICS DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ~ DECISIONS AND VOTING INDIANA STATE

Slute Fotrn 65600 {R 1 10-15) ETHI cs C

%F‘I;IGE gF THE INSPEOTOR GENERAL OMMISSION
2

In aabordanca with [C 4-2-6-9, you must flle your disclosure wilh the State Ethlos Commisslon no later than saven (7)
days after the conduct that glves tise to the configt, You must also inalude a copy of tha notifaation provided fo your
agenoy appolnting authorlty and ethlos officet when flllng this disclosure. This disolosurs will be posted oh the Inspactor
Goheral's wabslis,

Name (fas() Nama (firsi} Name (middle}

Sontag Scolt

Name of offfea or agency Job title

Indlaha Undetgrotind Plant Protaction Advisory Commiltes Membey

Address of offfea {numbar and streat) Clty ZIP oade
1433 Holey Molay Way : Grashwaood 46142
Offteo telaphons number Offlea e-mali addrose frequired)

{ 817 ) 839.0620 SSontag@jdhoontracting.aom

Descitbe the oonfliet of Interes!:
.am a member of the Undetgrotind Plant Protection Advisory Committes (Advisory Committea). By stalute, | am

----------- it et e Rt R F TSNyt ynup ¥ Aotk fudyir b, Wi Ave o . Sttt [, SR vh i

L appointed by the Governor and, thetefara, | am c_oﬁaidgrad & "stata appolntee” for purposes of ind, Code seotlon 4+2-6+8,

.................................... e ST TSy R PV A A AP b Sl i S iepignt

The Advisory Commlites tecommends penaltles for excavatlon damage oases under Ind, Code chapter 8-1-26.

..................... e e T b2 it pipipmnong A B At

Pursuant to a formel advisaty oplhlon of the Indlana State Ethios Gammlssion, my parlichation Iy resommending a_|

 penalty constitutes a 'declslon of vole! for purposes of the contlict of Interest statte, pnieeneann
The majority of excavation damage cases have an operator and an exaavator as parties to the cage, fwarkfar

JDH Contracting, Ino., which ls sometimes an excavator. Therefora, a confllot of Interast would arlse

...... I e e L L L L TR L L L RIS TPy Sty AP/ it sl Aot s ity el o e L L L LT P T PR

| It1 wers to particlpate In & 'deolslon o vate! In  aase In which JDH Goniraoling, in, Is @ nemed party,

.......................... B L L T TN ira R s

N R e L R R Yk R e e A M AR WD PR AR R P e AR A AR TE MR kb m L PN D T TTT T rasppeper ELTV.
..................... P bt Nt I B o e o 0Ll A R A 7 L 0 s bt it e i B e B A e B 5 B et A e BB e e b R e
[ Mesmunn herkrwkruan Ay HAAREm Y. Anr e e A A T L P P HuvHmennrarns VUM AT LA e A r
CEPTIEE R L T R Y LT LT P L PP P P T R Y —— B L AL TP PR purmany
----------------------------------------- L L T R R U8 b p e b R R Al e M M A AN b AU A S b b s AR B YRR A EER AR R RR kN — YL A
Rk e Y ARR A bR A LETTE TP LT e Ll L I T AL evmrmrn ARmsLERAr Tt ImaAr R FrumembEthEAL s, AR AR L

Hemnerenwanmr=a=nra NrEmmpmANS AR anaan L T P T T L T Nemtwmnmrnrman PRRRRE R b el mmm U a CEET T
L o b W b R A MR b s ) B B R T m o e M A A A R K B MR R U L A R ke AT T A RNk b A LG LAY ranas ey Rebedemun
D kL LA P LT L L e PP R L] L P P P FAb A ey asannay FArrtwmmrher e R oL S L
.......... e e e M B b R b b B o M N8 A i b b e M

Pagadol2




Desulbo ihe aoreen eslablished by your ethios officer: (Allach additional pages as headad)
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STATE ef INDIANA

INDIANA UTILITY REGULATCRY COMMISSION wwiy ingov/iure
101 WEST WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 1500 EAST B8 Office: (317) 232-2701
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204-341% Facsimile: (317} 232-6758

Via email
December 23, 2024

The Honorable Eric J. Holcomb
200 West Washington Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Dear Governor Holcomb:

The Underground Plant Protection Advisory Committee (UPPAC) provides penalty recommendations to
the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission (IURC) regarding findings of violations of the Indiana 811
Law, Indiana Code chapter-8-1-26. UPPAC members are Governor appointees who are required by
statute to be representatives of various stakeholders in this process, including utility and excavation
companies who are often parties in excavation damages cases. In compliance with Indiana Code § 4-2-6-
9, UPPAC members who are employees of a party in a case have abstained from the discussion and
voting on penalty recommendations that could involve their employer. On June 9, 2016, the Indiana State
Ethics Commission issued a formal advisory opinion (attached) stating that UPPAC members in this
situation need to submit a conflict of interest disclosure statement on at least an annual basis, indicating
the possible conflict regarding their employer and the screening process in place that requires UPPAC
members to abstain from the discussion and vote on any penalty recommendation involving their
employer.

In your role as the appointing authority for UPPAC, and in my role as the Ethics Officer for UPPAC,
please consider this letter your official notification from UPPAC current members Angie DeKemper,
Bruce Dickie, Rick Smith, Scott Sontag, Blaine Walters, and Ben Warren, as required by Indiana Code §
4-2-6-9, of these possible conflicts of interest, with the attached disclosure statements, which include the
ongoing screening process of abstaining from any discussion or vote regarding penalty recommendations
involving their employers.

Please have your staff contact me if you have any questions or if you require any additional information.

Sincerely,

Beth E. Heline, General Counsel
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
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cc: Michael Nossett





