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us.Deportment 
575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254ci TrCllSportafion 	 Indiana Division 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


Federal Highway 
Administration 


In Reply Refer To: 
HDA-IN 


March 24,2011 


Mr. Gary Valentine 
Assistant State Highway Engineer 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
8310 Westport, D-5 Louisville 
Louisville, KY 40242 


Re: Louisville-Southern Indiana Ohio River Bridges Project 


Dear Mr. Valentine: 


The purpose of this letter is to respond to the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet's (KYTC) and 
Indiana Department of Transportation's (INDOT's) proposal of March 15,2011 to perform 
certain project development activities while a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement is 
being prepared. Our office has reviewed the proposal and has determined the following: 


Section 1: 


• 	 To perform preliminary engineering and design activities sufficient to analyze 
alternatives and determine impacts during the SEIS process. 


• 	 To coordinate with permitting agencies. 


FHWA concurs that KYTC and fNDOT may perform the work necessary to complete a record of 
decision and comply with other regulated environmentallaws and regulations to the maximum 
extent possible during the SEIS process. This work includes environmental studies, related 
engineering studies (preliminary engineering), agency coordination (including permitting 
agencies) and public involvement. 


• 	 To continue right ofway acquisition in locations where the needs do not change with 
either alternative. 


FHW A does not concur that KYTC may continue right-of-way acquisition in Section 1. The 
exceptions are parcels already purchased and acquisitions as described in 23 CFR § 710.503, 
protective buying and h,ardship acquisition. 


• 	 To continue utility coordination. 
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FHWA concurs that KYTC may continue utility engineering, locate and coordinate with 
utilities. KYTC may not relocate utilities in Section 1. 


Section 2: 


• 	 To perform preliminary engineering and design activities sufficient to analyze 
alternatives and determine impacts during the SEIS process. 


• 	 To coordinate with permitting agencies. 


FHW A concurs that KYTC and INDOT may perform the work necessary to complete a record of 
decision and comply with other regulated environmental laws and regulations to the maximum 
extent possible during the SEIS process. This work includes environmental studies, related 
engineering studies (preliminary engineering), agency coordination (including permitting 
agencies) and public involvement. 


Section 3: 


• 	 To perform preliminary engineering and design activities sufficient to analyze 
alternatives and determine impacts during the SEIS process. 


• 	 To coordinate with the permitting agencies. 


FHWA concurs that KYTC and INDOT may perform the work necessary to complete a record of 
decision and comply with other regulated environmental laws and regulations to the maximum 
extent possible during the SEIS process. This work includes environmental studies, related 
engineering studies (preliminary engineering), agency coordination (including permitting 
agencies) and public involvement. 


• 	 To begin right ofway acquisition and relocation ofthe 5 historic homes within the 
jeffersonville Historic District where right ofway needs do not change with either 
alternative under consideration in the environmental process. 


FHWA does not concur that INDOT may continue right-of-way acquisition in Section 3. The 
exceptions are parcels already purchased and acquisitions as described in 23 CFR § 710.503, 
protective buying and hardship acquisition. 


• 	 To continue coordination with utility companies. 


FHW A concurs that INDOT may continue utility engineering, locate and coordinate with 
utilities. INDOT may not relocate utilities in Section 3. 


Section 4: 


• 	 To perform preliminary engineering and design activities sufficient to analyze 
alternatives and determine impacts during the SEIS process. 


• 	 To prepare a Geotechnical Baseline Report in the area ofthe proposed tunnel. 
• 	 To coordinate with the permitting agencies. 
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FHWA concurs that KYTC and INDOT may perform the work necessary to complete a record 
of decision and comply with other regulated environmental laws and regulations to the maximum 
extent possible during the SEIS process. This work includes environmental studies, related 
engineering studies (preliminary engineering), geotechnical investigations, agency coordination 
(including permitting agencies) and public involvement. 


• 	 To complete right ofway acquisition. 


FHWA concurs that KYTC may continue right-of-way acquisition in Section 4 as long as offers 
to purchase rights-of-way have already been sent to landowners. Likewise, parcels already 
purchased and acquisitions as described in 23 CFR § 710.503, protective buying and hardship 
acquisition are permissible. 


• To continue coordination with utility companies and work to begin relocations. 


FHWA concurs that KYTC may continue utility engineering, locate and coordinate with utilities . 
KYTC may not relocate utilities in Section 4. 


Section 5: 


• 	 To perform preliminary engineering and design activities sufficient to analyze 
alternatives and determine impacts during the SEIS process. 


• 	 To coordinate with permitting agencies. 


FHW A concurs that KYTC and INDOT may perform the work necessary to complete a record of 
decision and comply with other regulated environmental laws and regulations to the maximum 
extent possible during the SEIS process. This work includes environmental studies, related 
engineering studies (preliminary engineering), agency coordination (including permitting 
agencies) and public involvement. 


Section 6: 


• 	 To perform preliminary engineering and design activities sufficient to analyze 
alternatives and determine impacts during the SEIS process. 


• 	 To coordinate with the permitting agencies. 


FHWA concurs that KYTC and INDOT may perform the work necessary to complete a record of 
decision and comply with other regulated environmental laws and regulations to the maximum 
extent possible during the SEIS process .. This work includes environmental studies, related 
engineering studies (preliminary engineering), agency coordination (including permitting 
agencies) and public involvement. 


• 	 To complete right ofway acquisition. 
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FHW A concurs that INDOT may continue right-of-way acquisition in Section 6 as long as 
offers to purchase rights-of-way have already been sent to landowners. Likewise, parcels 
already purchased and acquisitions as described in 23 CFR § 710.503, protective buying and 
hardship acquisition are permissible. 


• To continue coordination with utility companies and work to begin relocations. 


FHW A concurs that INDOT may continue utility engineering, locate and coordinate with 
utilities. INDOT may not relocate utilities in Section 6. 


This determination is based upon information of which FHW A is currently aware. Should 
circumstances change or further information be provided, FHW A may reconsider this 
determination. 


Should you have any further questions, do not hesitate to contact Janice Osadczuk at 317 -226­
7486. 


Sincerely, 

















































































US. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration Indiana Division 


August 16, 2011 


Dr. James Glass 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
Indiana Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
402 W. Washington Street, Room W274 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2739 


ATTN: Mr. John Carr and Dr. Rick Jones 


575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


In Reply Refer To: 
HDA-IN 


RE: Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) 


Dear Sir: 


Louisville - Southern Indiana Ohio 
River Bridges Project (Project) 


This letter responds to your comments of June 30, 2011 that were prepared after review of the 
scoping information packet .for the referenced Project. Your office provided comments on the 
previously submitted scoping information. You requested that the following standards and 
guidelines be included in the Section 106 process: 


(1) The Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic 
Preservation; 
(2) The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation: Treatment of Archeological Properties: A 
Handbook; 
(3) The most recent version of the Guidebook for Indiana Historic Sites and Structures­
Archaeological Sites; and 
(4) The most recent version of the Kentucky Guidelines: Specifications for Conducting 
Fieldwork and Preparing Cultural Resource Assessment Reports .. 


You also requested the traffic modeling results from tolling, and the additional review of 
potentially historic properties listed in Historic Sites and Structures Inventories following the 
June 1, 2011 106 Consultation Team Meeting. These comments are appreciated and will be 
incorporated in the development of the SEIS, as requested. 







U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 


August 16, 2011 
Page 2 


Indiana Division 575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


We will continue to coordinate with your agency as a Participating Agency as the SEIS is 
developed. A 106 Consultation Meeting to discuss the property identification is scheduled for 
sometime in late summer. We will coordinate with you in advance of holding this meeting. The 
Alternatives Evaluation Document was submitted by separate letter to you for review on August 
10, 2011. We wish to thank you for your continuing effort in the development of this Project. 








U.S. Department 
of Transportation 


Federal Highway 
Administration 


Mr. Anthony Hatton, Director 


Indiana Division 


August 16, 2011 


575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


In Reply Refer To: 
HDA-IN 


Kentucky Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Division of Waste Management 
200 Fair Oaks Lane, 2nd Floor 
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601 


ATTN: Mr. George Gilbert, Environmental Engineer Consultant 


Dear Sir: 


RE: Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) 
Louisville- Southern Indiana Ohio 
River Bridges Project (Project) 


This letter responds to your comments of June 10, 2011, June 14, 2011 and June 22, 2011 that 
were prepared after your review of the scoping information packet for the referenced Project. 
Your comments provided the locations of known waste management sites within your 
jurisdiction and associated permits and noted that caution should be exercised to avoid undue 
environmental liability. This supplied information will be utilized in the development of the 
SEIS. 


We will continue to coordinate with your agency as a Participating Agency as the SEIS is 
developed. The Alternatives Evaluation Document was submitted by separate letter to you for 
review on August 10, 2011. We wish to thank you for your continuing effort in the development 
ofthis Project. 


V ry truly yours, 


. OtJ-_ 
e Osadczuk 
neering Services Team Leader 


Federal Highway Administration 








U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 


Mr. Heinz J. Mueller, Chief 
NEP A Program Office 
Office of Policy and Management 


Indiana Division 


August 16, 2011 


575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


In Reply Refer To : 
HDA-IN 


US Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 


Dear Sir: 


RE: Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) 
Louisville- Southern Indiana Ohio 
River Bridges Project (Project) 


This letter responds to your comment letter of June 30, 2011 that was prepared after review of 
the scoping information packet prepared for the referenced Project. Substantive comments were 
offered by your agency defining the expected impact analyses for several categories in the SEIS . 
The comments that were made in regard to the Environmental Analysis Methodology, 
Alternatives Analysis, Air Quality, MSATs, Water Quality, Streams, WHPAs, Wetlands, Noise, 
Environmental Justice, Threatened and Endangered Species, Secondary and Cumulative Impacts 
and Historic Preservation are noted and will be taken into consideration in development of the 
SEIS . All of these items will be taken into consideration in the development of the SEIS. Other 
items such as changes in the Project area since the publication of the Record of Decision (ROD) 
in September 2003 and items that would be identified as affected as a result of the Modified 
Selected Alternate will be thoroughly reviewed. 


The Section 6002 procedures have been adapted to the scope of this project. A cd containing the 
FEIS will be attached when the DSEIS is submitted and references to that document will be 
provided in the DSEIS. 







U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration 


August 16, 2011 
Page 2 


Indiana Division 575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


We will continue to coordinate with your agency as a Participating Agency as the SEIS is 
developed. The Alternatives Evaluation Document was submitted to your agency for a 30-day 
review in a letter dated August 10, 2011, which you should have received by now. We thank 
you for your continuing effort in the development of this Project. 


Ver trulyt:J4 __ 


~ce sadczuk 
Engine~ri~g Services ~e~m L~ader 
F~I Highway Adm1mstratwn 








U.S. Department 
of Transportation 
Federal Highway 
Administration Indiana Division 575 North Pennsylvania Street, Room 254 


Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 


In Reply Refer To: 
HDA-IN 


August 16, 2011 


Mr. Greg McKay 
Chief, North Section Regulatory Branch 
US Army Corps of Engineers - Louisville District 
P.O. Box 59, Rm. 752 
ATTN: CELRL-OP-FN 
Louisville, KY 40201-0059 


Dear Sir: 


RE: Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS) 
Louisville- Southern Indiana Ohio 
River Bridges Project (Project) 


This letter responds to your comments of June 29, 2011 that were prepared after your review of 
the scoping information packet for the referenced Project. You had requested a revision to the 
Environmental Analysis Methodology by the addition and use of the Eastern Mountains and 
Piedmont Region (Kentucky) ·Regional Supplement for the performance of jurisdictional wetland 
delineations in Kentucky. This requested addition to the Environmental Analysis Methodology 
will be incorporated and used in the ensuing development of the SEIS, as requested. 


We will continue to coordinate with your agency as a Cooperating Agency as the SEIS is 
developed. The Alternatives Evaluation Document was submitted by separate letter to you for 
review on August 10, 2011. We wish to thank you for your continuing effort in the development 
ofthis Project. 


a
,,,w~~ 


J ic Osadczuk 
E ·neering Services Team Leader 
Federal Highway Administration 



























