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Press Release

No Rate Increase for Indiana’s High Risk Health Insurance Pool for Upcoming Year
INDIANAPOLIS, August12, 2008:  The Indiana Comprehensive Health Insurance Association (ICHIA) announced today that Hoosiers who are currently taking advantage of the state’s healthcare safety net will see no premium increases in the upcoming year.  According to Douglas Stratton, the Executive Director of the ICHIA program, the participants in the state’s high risk program have benefited from the initiatives of the program which resulted in reduced costs and improved care of participants.  Included are the medical management and disease management programs that have focused on the most expensive of the high risk cases.  In addition, the efforts of the participants to improve their health through wellness and preventive care have contributed significantly to the cost savings of these programs.  The ICHIA program serves any Hoosier who cannot obtain health insurance in the regular market due to pre-existing or significant health conditions.  There are approximately 7,000 Hoosier participants currently enrolled in the program.
Governor Mitch Daniels said “Indiana is a recognized leader across the nation in terms of the quality and success of this program which helps Hoosiers that are otherwise unable to obtain health insurance coverage.”  The administration and the legislature have worked very closely to assure the success of this important benefit to Indiana citizens.  “The ICHIA program has strong bi-partisan support and has served those least able to obtain the care necessary for catastrophic health conditions,” said State Representative Craig Fry, Chairman of the House Insurance Committee.
The ICHIA Program was enacted in 1981 to provide health insurance coverage for Indiana citizens unable to obtain medical insurance as a result of pre-existing or catastrophic care conditions.  The program was revised by the bi-partisan efforts of the legislature in 2003 and 2004 to better serve the circumstances of those in most need of health insurance coverage.  Included in those changes were expanded initiatives to promote wellness and preventive care services and to develop programs that will result in the best possible outcomes and quality of care.  In addition to the premiums paid by participants, the state guarantees this program by contributing 75% of the additional costs necessary to support the program.  The other 25% is provided by the insurance carriers licensed in Indiana providing health and accident coverage.  ICHIA is governed by a 9-member board of directors appointed by the Indiana Insurance Commissioner Jim Atterholt and also includes actual participants in the program.  For those interested in enrolling in the program contact (317) 614-2000 or visit the website www.ICHIA.org.   
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