






Greetings and Welcome to the Evansville State Hospital Competency Restoration Program.

We are very committed to helping you receive the necessary information to become ready and legally competent to return to court. Included in this workbook are interactive pages to help you learn basic legal knowledge, how to think about your case and your situation, and how to prepare for your return to court.
This workbook is divided into 12 lessons. We hope you find this workbook helpful and user friendly. You can find the page number for each lesson in the Table of Contents on the next page.

Thank You.
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 (
Incompetent to
Stand Trial
H
OW DID I GET
 
T
O
E
V
A
N
S
V
I
L
L
E
 
S
T
A
T
E
 
H
O
S
P
I
T
A
L
 
?
)


 (
G
roup
 
Guidelines
*Respect
*Safety
*Avoid specific cases
The following section will cover the basic steps that brought you to 
Evansville State Hospital.
Once we cover these 
basics, we will discuss what this was like for you. We will do this WITHOUT getting into your specific case.
Our hope is that you will see you are not alone and that there are people and resources available here for you.
If it helps, you can begin to thin
k about your case in two ways:
1.)
“What I say
 
happened”
2.)
“What the other side says happened”
 
(police,
prosecutor, witnesses)
)

 (
8
)
 (
Six things happened before you were sent to the hospital.

 
You 
were arrested.

 
You went to jail.

 
Criminal charges were filed against you.

 
Your trial competency was questioned. 
We will discuss “trial competency” in the next section.

 
You were evaluated for a mental illness.

 
A judge said you were 
incompetent to stand for trial.
)



 (
Y
ou
 were
 
Arrested
The police arrested you because they think you broke the law.
Do you know why you were arrested? Write it out.
_
 
_
 
_
 
_
 
_
 
_
 
_
 
)














































 (
What jail were you housed
 
at? 
 
 
How long were you
 
in
 
jail?
 
Mo. /
 
Yr.

 
Yes 

 
No
Do you remember going to jail?
Y
ou
 Went 
to
 
Jail
If a person is arrested, the police take 
them to
 
jail.
)
















 (
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)
 (
C
harges
 were
 
filed
The District Attorney gathered information from the police and witnesses to formally accuse you of a crime.
This means the District Attorney thinks 
you broke the law.
)

 (
1
1
)
 (
Y
our
 
Trial
C
ompetency
 
Was
 
 
Q
uestioned
Your attorney told the judge that you were not able to help with your case.
)

 (
Y
ou
 had a 
Competency
 
 
E
valuation
The Judge ordered two mental health professionals (psychologist or psychiatrist), to talk to you then write a report about your mental status.
Do you recall speaking with an evaluator in 
jail?
Yes 

 
No
Were you cooperative with the evaluation(s)?
Yes 

 
No
How many evaluations did you have?
Two

 
More
 
than
 
two

 
I don’t
 
remember
)

 (
How long did the judge say you would be at Evansville?

 
90 Days 

 
2 years 

 
3 years 

 
I don’t recall
Do you remember the judge saying you were incompetent
 
for
 
trial?

 
Yes 

 
No
d
 
ecision
 was made
The judge read the reports written by the evaluators. The judge decided that you were incompetent for
 
trial and sent you to Evansville State Hospital to regain competency.
Competency
A
 
)























 (
I was arrested. I went to 
Jail
.
Charges were filed against me. My mental state was questioned. I was evaluated for competency.
The Judge found me incompetent for trial and I was sent to 
Evansville State Hospital.






How I came to Evansville State Hospital
R
eview
)































 (
Process Break:
This section covered the basics of why you were sent to Evansville State Hospital. However, each one of the
 
steps can be different for each
 
person.
Going through 
these steps may have been confusing, scary, or even traumatizing.
We will use this time for discussion.
Please remember our rules…
*Respect
*Safety
*Avoid specific cases Facilitators will lead
 
discussion.
)

 (
What is 
Competency?
Competency has two parts or “prongs”:

 
Understanding or knowing
:
What they say you did
 
wrong
(charges).
What happens in court 
(trial
 
process).
The jobs of the court workers
 
(court personnel).
Your choices 
(Pleas & Plea
 
bargaining).

 
B
 
eing
 Rational
:
Act “right” in
 
court.
Be “flexible” when thinking
 
about your criminal
 
case.
Provide your attorney
 
with reasonable
 
information.
Make rational decisions about
 
your 
case.
)

 (
Competency
How 
many words can you make out of the
 
word
COMPETENCY?
_
 
_
_
 
_
_
 
_
_
 
_
_
 
_
_
 
_
_
 
_
_
 
_
)
























































 (
Discussion Break:
*What does “rational” mean?
*What are some examples of being rational?
*What does it mean to be “flexible” with your case?
*What are some 
examples of being flexible?
*Why are these important for trial competency?
)

 (
I was sent to Evansville to treat
 
a
 
.
To return to court, I need to know
 
my
 
.
To be competent, I must be able to assist
 
my
 
.
for
7. Incompetency means court.
I
 
was
 
by the
 
police.
Before I came to Evansville, I spent time
 
in
 
.
The District
 
Attorney
 
works
 
me.
My
 
told the judge I was not ready for
 
court.
The 
court sent 2
 
or
 
more
 
to see me 
in 
jail.
The
_ sent me to Evansville after
 
reading the evaluators’
 
reports.
QUIZ
T
 
he
 Competency 
Process
)


































 (
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 (
Process Break
In your own words, what are the two “prongs” of competency?
How are they different? How are they similar?
How might we test your competency on 
prong 1?
In other words, what are things you can say or do that will show us that you are competent on prong 1?
How might we test your competency on prong 2?
In other words, what are things you can say or do that will show us that you are competent on p
rong 2?
)

 (
2
1
)
 (
Criminal Cases…
…NOT Civil Commitment Hearings.
)

 (
Entering a plea is the
 
defendant’s choice.
It is wise to listen to the advice of 
your
 
Public
 
Defender.

The defendant’s plea will determine
 
if 
the case goes to
 
trial.
R
 
ight
 To Enter 
A
 Plea

To have an attorney defend you
 
at all stages of the
 
case.
To have the court give you a Public Defender to represent
 
you.
To 
speak with an attorney
 
before
 entering a plea.
R
 
ight
 To Counsel

D
 
iscussion
:
What is the difference between a criminal case and
 
a commitment
 
hearing?
Can I have both while I’m at ESH?
D
 
EFENDANT’S LEGAL RIGHTS
)



























 (

R
 
ight
 
To 
Remain
 
Silent
The defendant does 
n
 
ot
 have 
to 
answer questions from the police without an attorney with
 
them.
The defendant can choose 
not
 
to testify.
The defendant has a constitutional right to a jury
 
trial.
The defendant has a right to a fair and speedy trial. A “fair” trial means being competent for court. A “speedy” trial means the preliminary 
hearing is held ten days after arraignment.
The defendant has a right to
 
testify.
The defendant has a right to have witnesses testify
 
for him or
 
her.
R
 
ight
 To Trial

)
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 (

R
 
ight
 To the
 
Complaint
The defendant has a right to receive a copy of the
 
complaint
or charges against them.

R
 
ight
 To Make
 
Choices
The defendant does not have to answer questions from the
 
police without an attorney with
 
them.
The defendant can choose 
the 
plea they think is
 
best.
It is wise to listen to the
 
advice of your Public
 
Defender.
)

 (
QUIZ
D
 
efendant's
 Legal Rights
Circle the correct answer, TRUE or FALSE.
T
 
rue -- 
False

  T
 
or 
 
F
The defendant must 
always
 plead
 
guilty.

  T
 
or 
 
F
The attorney decides if your case will go
 
to trial.

  T
 
or 
 
F
The court is required by law to provide you
 
an attorney.

  T
 
or 
 
F
The defendant is required to testify at
 
trial.

  T
 
or 
 
F
The defendant should do 
anything
 the
 
attorney says.

  T
 
or 
 
F
The defendant has a right to a copy of their
 
charges.

  T
 
or 
 
F
The defendant has a right to choose the
 
public defender they
 
like.

  T
 
or 
 
F
A speedy trial means the defendant se
ts the trial
 
date.

  T
 
or 
 
F
The defendant has a right to a jury
 
trial.

  T
 
or
 
F
The defendant must answer all questions the
 
police asks.
)

 (
PEOPLE
 
IN
  
COURT
)

 (
P
 
EOPLE IN COURT
(Court Personnel)
People you need to know:
Defendant
Judge
District
 
Attorney
Public
 
Defender
Jury
Bailiff
Court
 
Clerk
Recorder
Witnesses
The public/family
 
members
)

 (
JUDGE
*The judge is the boss of the 
courtroom.
*She or he is like a referee.
*The judge ensures the law is followed.
*The judge protects the defendant’s rights.
T
 
he
 Judge decides
:

 
What evidence is allowed in trial

 
What laws apply to a case

 
Guilt or innocence
)

 (

 
Sentencing
District Attorney
This attorney is AGAINST the defendant. He or she files charges with the court.
They try to prove the defendant is guilty.
The District Attorney may offer a Plea Bargain.
The 
District Attorney is also called a prosecutor, lawyer, attorney, and DA.
)

 (
30
)
 (
D
 
o
 
not speak
 with the District Attorney.
 
Allow
 
y
 
our attorney to speak for you.
Public Defender
This is your 
attorney.
She or he defends you in court and at trial.
The Public Defender tries to get the charges dropped or lessened.
Your attorney speaks for you in court.
)

 (
3
1
)
 (
Other names 
for the public defender include lawyer, Defense Attorney, PD, and attorney.
DEFENDANT
The person charged with a crime is called the Defendant.
The Defendant is responsible for:
Learning their legal rights,
Understanding the charges
 
and 
allegations,
Consulting with their
 
attorney,
Entering a
 
plea,
Behaving appropriately in
 
court.
)

 (
Who is the Defendant in your case?
JURY
The Jury is made up of citizens chosen from the 
community.
A criminal trial requires 12 people or Jurors. The Jury sits on the side of the courtroom.
The Jury listens to the evidence presented at trial. After the trial, the jurors vote in private.
The Jury makes the final decision on
 
Guilt
 
or
 
I
 
nnocence
.
)

 (
WITNESS
A witness testifies in court.
Testifying means answering questions about what the witness knows, heard, or saw.
A trial may have many witnesses. 
B
 
oth
 attorneys may call
 
witnesses
A Prosecution witness will testify
 
against the defendant.
A Defense witness will testify for
 
the defendant.
)

 (
BAILIFF
The Bailiff is a male or female court
 
police 
officer
 
(Sheriff).
The Bailiff ensures everyone follows the
 
court rules.
The Bailiff is responsible for
 
safety.
Always follow the Bailiff’s
 
directions.
The Bailiff makes NO decisions about
 
your case.
)

 (
COURT CLERK
The Court Clerk is a male or female secretary to the judge.
T
 
he
 clerk has several duties
:
Give the oath to
 
witnesses
Keep the court
 
calendar
Prepare
 
documents
Mark
 
evidence
Collect
 
fines
The clerk makes NO decisions about your case
.
 
)

 (
COURT REPORTER
(Stenographer)
The
 
C
 
c
 
ourt
 
R
 
r
 
eporter
 types what is said 
during 
court.
The
 
R
 
r
 
eporter
 may be a man or
 
woman.
They often type on a stenograph
 
machine.
This permanent 
record is called a
 
transcript
.
The Reporter makes NO decisions about
 
your case.
)

 (
C
 
OURT PERSONNEL DIAGRAM
)

 (
THE PEOPLE IN COURT
Word Scramble Exercise
The person charged with a 
crime (the
 
accused).









The person responsible for
 
security.







The person/attorney helping the accused.















The person/lawyer proving
 
guilt.










The person in charge of the court (legal
 
authority).





The 
person typing the court
 
transcript.








The court secretary (assists the
 
judge).





A person that gives
 
information/testimony.







The group of people that decide guilt or
 
innocence.




W
 
ord
 Scramble Choices
 DEJUG---EUCRPRSOTO---STSNWEI--- UJYR---RLKEC
)

 (
DOTSYANETEEREFN--- AFILBFI---DRROEECR--- FDTNNEDEA
How
Works
)








 (
40
)
 (
H
 
OW COURT WORKS
Think of court as having THREE different teams
Write down which court personnel goes on each team below.
T
 
EAM
 -1
People on YOUR team
T
 
EAM
 -2
The team 
a
 
gainst
 
A
 
GAINST 
you
T
 
EAM
 -3
T
h
i
s
 
team
 
is
N
 
 
 
E
U
TRAL
n
 
 
eutra
l
,
 
not
 
on
 
either
 
side
)











































 (
4
1
)
 (
C
OURT
 
TEAMS
Y
 
OUR TEAM
O
 
PPOSING TEAM
 
(AGAINST YOU)
N
 
EUTRAL TEAM
Court Clerk
Jury
Judge
Prosecution 
Witnesses
District Attorney (Prosecutor)
Defense Witnesses
Public Defender
The Defendant (YOU)
)
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 (
S
 
TEPPING THROUGH COURT
Defendant is arrested and charges
 
are 
Filed
Defendant is told the 
charges 
(arraignment)
Defendant enters a plea or accepts
 
a plea
A Not Guilty plea sends the case
 
to Trial*
*A not guilty plea is often the first step to a plea bargain.
Depending on what the verdict is, Guilty or Not Guilty, a defendant is either incarcerated in jail or prison,
 
or 
the defendant is
 
released.
)

 (
H
OW COURT
 
WORKS
Going To Trial
Number each event (1-9) in the 
proper order
_
 
Guilty Verdict-You are
 
sentenced.
_
 
Judge or Jury listens to
 
testimony.
_
 
You are charged with a
 
crime.
_
 
You are told about the
 
charges.
_
 
A verdict is
 
given.
_
 
You plan a defense (with
 
your attorney).
_
 
You enter a plea of Not
 
Guilty.
_
 
A trial is
 
held.
_
 
Not Guilty Verdict-You 
are 
immediately
 
released.
)

 (
H
 
OW COURT WORKS
Two Types of Trial
The Judge alone decides the verdict
12 citizens from the community decide the verdict
)






















C	OURT TERMS

Place the number in front of the correct description for each word or phrase.
 	 When an opposing attorney questions a witness.
 	 This word means the final decision, guilty or not guilty.
 	 Citizens from the community decide the case. 
 	 Information used to prove a fact.
 	 Punishment for breaking a law.
 	 When the defendant is told about the charges
 	 The judge decides the outcome of a criminal case.
 	 A promise to tell the truth.
 	 Another word used for attorney.
 	 A person that tells information about the case.
 	 Answering questions on the witness stand.
 	 When a person is found guilty.

1 Testimony	7 Sentencing
2 Arraignment	8 Verdict
3 Bench Trial	9 Convicted
4 Evidence	10 Oath
5 Witness	11 Cross-Examine
6 Jury Trial	12 Counsel

 (
Entering a Plea
)

 (
E
 
NTERING A PLEA
Things to know
What is a Plea?
A Plea is an answer to the charge(s).
T
he
 
D
ist
r
i
c
t
 
A
ttorn
e
y
 
(
P
 
 
p
ro
s
e
cut
o
r
)
 
s
aid
 
y
ou 
broke the law. You answer the charge with a Plea. You give your answer to the court.
Your Plea tells the court what action to take.
Each Plea has a legal meaning.
)





















 (
E
 
NTERING A PLEA
Things to know
A Plea can either lead you
Toward Trial
O
R
Away from Trial
)
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 (
E
 
NTERING A PLEA
There are 4 Types of Pleas
Guilty (G) Not Guilty (NG) No Contest (NC)
Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity (NGRI)
How do you plead?
)

 (
50
)
 (
4
 
- Basic Pleas
Guilty
You 
are telling the court that you committed
 
the 
crime
.
 
Not Guilty
You are telling the court that you did not commit the crime
. 
No Contest
You are telling the court that you will accept punishment for the crime (without admitting guilt)
. 
Not Guilty by 
Reason of Insanity
You admit that you did the crime but claim a mental illness prevented you from being able to tell right from wrong or understand the consequences of your actions. A trial is held to determine if you were legally insane at the time of the
 crime.
)

 (
5
1
)
 (
IS THERE A TRIAL?
Not every plea option result in a trial. There are consequences to each plea entered. Answer the following questions below.
Does a GUILTY plea result in a trial? 
Yes
 or No? Why?
Does
 
a
 
N
 
  
ot
 
Gu
i
lty
N
 
  
OT
 
G
UI
L
TY
 
pl
e
a
 
r
e
s
ult
 
i
n
 
a
 
t
r
i
a
l?
 
Y
e
s
 
or 
No? Why?
Does a 
N
 
ot
 Guilty by Reason of 
Insanity
NOT
 GUILTY
 
BY
 
R
 
EASON OF INSANITY
 
plea result in a
 
trial?
Yes
 or No? Why?
Does
 
a
 
N
 
  
o
 
Con
t
e
s
t
N
 
  
O
 
C
O
NT
E
ST
 
p
l
e
a
 
r
e
s
ult
 
in
 
a
 
trial?
 
Y
e
s
 
o
r
 
No? Why?
)










































 (
BASIC PLEAS
Please say the sentence aloud and repeat. It may also be helpful to write down the sentence after you say it.
Not Guilty 
By
 Reason of Insanity: The defendant admits to committing the crime due to a mental illness.
There are two types of trials, bench trial and jury trial.
A bench trial means the judge alone decides guilt or innocence.
)

 (
A 
jury trial is a group of twelve people from the community. It is their job to decide guilt or innocence.
T
 
EST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
BASIC PLEAS
Circle the letter or letters for each correct answer. More than one answer may be correct.
I did not commit the 
crime and I will go to
 
trial.
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
I admit that I committed the
 
crime.
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
I was insane when I committed the
 
crime.
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
4. I accept a guilty verdict without admitting guilt.
)

 (
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
I will go to the mental hospital for
 
treatment.
Guilty
Not 
Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
To accept a plea bargain, the defendant
 
pleads.
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
I am asking for a
 
trial.
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
If convicted, I will go to jail or
 
prison.
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
)

 (
I am automatically
 
convicted.
Guilty
Not Guilty
No
 
Contest
Not Guilty by Reason of
 
Insanity
)

 (
PLEA BARGAIN
What 
is 
a Plea
 
Bargain?
A 
P
 
p
 
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
 is also referred to as a 
DEAL
or a 
SETTLEMENT
.
It is an 
AGREEMENT 
between the District Attorney and the Public Defender.
)

 (
58
) (
It is 
APPROVED 
by the Judge and
ACCEPTED 
by the Defendant
PLEA BARGAIN
The Agreement
In a plea bargain, the 
District
)






 (
59
) (
A
 
ttorney
 will offer a lower sentence 
or 
fewer charges.
The 
Defendant
 does not have to accept the deal and can ask for additional agreement options.
If the 
Defendant
 agrees to the deal, they will have to plead either GUILTY or NO CONTEST and take the punishment.
PLEA BARGAIN
)






 (
Avoid the stress of waiting for a
 
trial. The 
D
 
d
efendant knows the
 
sentence
before 
pleading guilty or no
 
contest.
The 
D
 
d
efendant will receive a 
lower 
sentence than if 
convicted at trial.
The case is settled much quicker.
PLEA BARGAN
Things To Know
Plea Bargaining is very common.
Y
 
our attorney will
:
Speak to the D.A. for
 
you.
Explain the Plea Bargain to
 
you
)

























 (
60
)
 (
Advise you 
whether or not
 you should accept it. It
 
is your
 
decision.
I
 
f, you accept a Plea Bargain you will
:
Give up your 
right to a
 
trial.
Plead Guilty or No
 
Contest.
Sign a legal
 
contract/agreement.
Have a sentencing
 
hearing.
Be convicted of a
 
crime.
P
 
LEA BARGAIN EXAMPLE
Create your own plea bargain example. Include a hypothetical case, possible sentence if 
convicted, and possible plea bargain offers.
A
 
lleged
 Crime:
)

 (
61
)
 (
62
)



 (
P
 
ossible
 Sentence Structure (How many felonies?
 
How
 
many
 
m
 
isdemeanors
? Possible punishment for
 
each?)
P
 
ossible
 Plea Bargain Offers:
P
 
LEA BARGAINING
Please say the sentence aloud and repeat. It may also be helpful to write down the sentence after you say it.
A 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
argain means pleading guilty for a shorter sentence.
)


 (
63
)



 (
The District Attorney offers the 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
.
The Public Defender argues for the lowest sentence.
The Public Defender tells the 
D
 
d
efendant the offer.
P
 
LEA BARGAINING
Please say the sentence aloud and repeat. It may also be helpful to write down the sentence after you say it.
The 
D
 
d
efendant can accept or reject the 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
argain.
)


 (
The judge must approve the 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
argain offer.
The 
D
 
d
efendant pleads guilty to accept the offer.
Accepting a 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
argain means the 
D
 
d
efendant 
is 
convicted.
P
 
LEA BARGAINING
Please use the words provided below to fill in the blanks.
A
 
_ is a lower sentence in exchange
 
for a conviction.
A common name for a
 
P
 
p
 
lea
 
B
 
b
 
argain
 
is
 
.
)













	



















 (
6
8
)
 (
A 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
 avoids a trial.
T
F
PLEA BARGAINING
Circle (T) True or (F) False for each question below.
Deal Judge
Public Defender
No Contest Defendant
Case Settlement
Probation Conviction Plea Bargain
District Attorney
Attorneys often refer to a
 
P
 
p
 
lea
 
B
 
b
 
argain
 as 
a 
C_
 
_S_
 
.
The
 
creates the plea bargain
 
offer.
The attorney that presents the offer to the defendant is
 
the
 
.
The person accepting a plea bargain is
 
the
 
.
In some cases, a defendant is allowed to
 
plea
 
N
 
 
C
 
.
A
 
P
 
p
lea
 
B
 
b
argain must be approved
 
by
 
the
 
.
In some cases, a plea bargain
 
includes P_
 
.
Accepting a plea bargain means accepting
 
a
 
C
_
 
.
)

























	







 (
T
F
A
 
P
 
p
lea
 
B
 
b
 
argain
 means 
n
 
o
 
conviction.
P
 
rocess
 Break
Over 90% of cases are settled in a 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
.
Why do you think this number is so high?
The judge must approve the offer.
T
F
Plea 
B
 
b
 
argains
 mean shorter sentences.
T
F
Only a few people are offered 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argains
.
T
F
The 
D
 
d
 
efendant
 must ask the D.A. for a deal.
T
F
The District Attorney begins the 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
.
T
F
All 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argains
 are good.
T
F
A 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
 means asking for a trial.
T
F
Probation may be part of a 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
.
T
F
The 
D
 
d
efendant pleads guilty to accept the deal.
T
F
The judge starts the 
P
 
p
lea 
B
 
b
 
argain
 process.
T
F
The 
D
 
d
efendant 
m
 
ust
 accept the offer.
T
F
)










































 (
Is a conviction a big deal?
Is giving up your rights a big deal?
Is it easy to win a trial?
Do innocent people 
ever go to prison?
Why don’t all innocent people win their cases?
)







 (
How to understand your criminal
 
charges
69
)















What I know about my case

	Date of Arrest
	County
	Attorney Name


What am I being charged with? Is it a Felony or a Misdemeanor? Circle F or M.
1.  	F / M
2.  	F / M
3.  	F / M
4.  	F / M

What are they accusing me of? What do they say I did?
_ 	
_ 	
_ 	
_ 	
What is the sentence/punishment for each charge?

	Charge
	Sentence/Punishment

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


How serious is my case? Why? Use the back of this paper for more room.

 (
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 (
Review of Evidence
Do you know what evidence there may be in your case?
Check all the boxes that apply
Victim
 
s
 
S
 
tatements
 

 Witness
 
s
 
S
 
tatements
 

 Witnesses to
 
testify
Police presence during the crime 

 
Co-defendant(s)
Video recordings 

 Audio recording 

 911
 
recording
T
 
t
ext /emails 

 DNA 

 
Fingerprints
Weapons 

 Items logged during booking (e.g., cigarette
 
lighter)
Other
 
There may be evidence that you are 
unaware of, ask your attorney to explain the evidence in your case
.
What is the likely outcome of your case?
Write down the facts of your case that can be proven.
Which side is more believable and why?
Which side makes more sense and why?
)






























	Innocent
	Guilty

	
1.
	
1.

	
2.
	
2.

	
3.
	
3.

	
4.
	
4.



 (
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Working with Your Attorney
)

 (
Name Your 
Attorney
Here are some different names that mean the same thing.
Public Defender Attorney of 
record
Court appointed attorney Counselor
Lawyer Defense attorney
A lawyer or attorney is someone licensed to practice law and give legal advice.
WORKING WITH 
YOUR ATTORNEY
How can you help your attorney?
Be patient. Your attorney has many
 
clients.
Listen to your choices and their
 
advice.
Think carefully about what they
 
say.
Answer their questions
 
truthfully
.
Asks questions so you
 
understand.
Let your attorney 
know what YOU
 
want.
Tell your attorney if you think there is a
 
problem.
Rely on your attorney’s knowledge &
 
skills.
)







WORKING WITH YOUR ATTORNEY
Your attorney will ask you questions when they need information from you. As the case gets closer to trial, your attorney will need more information. You both need to work together toward concluding your case.

You need to be able to tell your story.

WHAT:	What occurred that got you arrested?

WHERE:	Where were you when the crime allegedly happened?

WHEN:	When did the alleged crime happen?

WHO:	Who was with you or were you alone?

WHY:	Why did the police think you broke the law?


Try to answer these questions to yourself so you can practice how you will respond to your attorney’s questions in a clear and straightforward manner. If it is helpful, write down facts of the case on the next page that will help you TELL YOUR STORY.

 (
Tell Your Story
)








W	ORKING WITH YOUR ATTORNEY
QUIZ




Formatted: Underline


Circle the correct answer.

True or False	Ignore your attorney’s advice. True or False	If you are guilty, make up a lie. True or False	Tell your attorney what to do.
True or False	Ask your attorney to explain things you
do not understand.
True or False	Argue until you get what you want. True or False	Speak with the D.A. yourself.
True or False	Call the judge on the phone from jail. True or False	Ask your attorney to bribe the D.A. True or False	When testifying, change your story.
True or False	It is the job of the Public Defender to help
you get the best outcome for your case.
True or False	Ask your attorney for money.

 (
COURT BEHAVIOR
)

 (
H
OW TO BEHAVE IN
 
COURT
EVERYONE 
is expected to show respect in court.

 
Follow the instructions of the 
Bailiff.

 
Remain in your seat unless you are told to stand.

 
NEVER shout and NEVER yell at anyone.
)






























[image: ]

 (

 
Whisper or write a note to your attorney.

 
Pay 
attention and listen carefully to what is said.

 
Answer directly and truthfully if you are asked a question by the judge or when testifying.
)

































The Do’s and Don’ts of How to Behave in Court
You DO want to:
· Be respectful to the judge and people in the courtroom
· Allow your attorney to speak on your behalf
· Speak only when you are asked a direct question
· Sit quietly and pay attention during the legal proceedings
· Communicate with your attorney by writing a note or whispering quietly
· Present yourself favorably while in court, especially to the judge and jury

You DO NOT want to:
· Ignore the rules of the court
· Disrespect the bailiff and not listen to instructions
· Speak out in court, interrupt, or become argumentative with court personnel or witnesses
· Present disheveled, tired, restless, bored, indifferent, or uncooperative

 (
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)
 (
G
 
ive
 Examples of
H
 
ow You SHOULD Behave in Court
Ex: speak clearly when asked a question
G
 
ive
 Examples of
H
 
ow NOT to Behave in Court
Ex: keeping your head and eyes cast down
)






































 (
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 (
H
 
OW TO BEHAVE IN COURT
P
 
erjury
 
means to tell a lie while testifying.
I
 
ncriminate
 
means to 
admit guilt while testifying.
C
 
ontempt
 of court
 
means the judge can punish 
anyone 
who misbehaves in court.
Answer the following questions and try to provide examples.
Can your attorney advise you to not testify because they are afraid you might incrimin
ate yourself?
_
 
What does it mean to be held in contempt of court?
 
_
What would lead a judge to state a witness
 
committed perjury?
 
_
 
)

 (
How do I Return to Court?
)







H	ow do I Return to Court?


· Know who is on your treatment team:
Write their names below

Psychiatrist:
Psychologist:
Social workers:
Rehabilitation Therapists:
Registered Nurse:

· How can I show my team and unit staff that I am working toward returning to court?

a. Willingly attend treatment team meetings.
b. Actively attend and participate in treatment groups





Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

that will help me improve my overall w 

ellbeingw 

ell-

b eing, learn about any difficulties I may be experiencing, learn how to effectively cope with these difficulties, learn about competency information--legal knowledge.
c. Review my arrest report.
d. Discuss my case in a rational and clear manner.
e. Comply with psychiatric medications prescribed.
f. Maintain good hygiene and attend activities.
g. Not engage in acts of aggression such as yelling, fighting, pushing, or name calling.
h. Maintain my focus on the goal of being returned to court.
i. Comply with competency evaluators and interviews.

 (
COPING with Jail
)

 (
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 (
C
OPING WITH
 
JAIL
D
 
efinition
 #1
:
 
A place for the confinement of people accused or convicted of a crime
.
D
 
efinition
 #2
:
 
A place of detention, especially for persons who are accused of committing a crime and have not been released on bail or for persons who are serving short sentences after conviction.
C
ommon
 Problems in
 
Jail
You have lost your
 
freedom
There i
s no
 
privacy
There is a lot of
 
noise
You are not in control of what happens to
 
you
There may be an increase of symptoms related to
 
mental illness, such as depression and
 
anxiety
The cells or living areas are overcrowded, at times
 
unclean, and
 
uncomfortable
There is little to
 
do
Can you come up with other problem examples with being in jail? Think about your own experiences with being in jail.
)


 (
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 (
C
OPING WITH
 
JAIL
W
rite down some examples of what
 
is
e
 
xpected
 of your behavior while in jail.
Ex: 
follow and obey all rules and routines
W
rite down some 
examples of how
 
you
 
c
 
an
 help yourself cope with
 
stressors
w
 
hile
 in jail.
Ex: 
take your prescribed medications, listen to music
)


 (
C
oping with
 
Jail
Benefits of taking medications:
They help decrease symptoms such as anxiety, depression,
 
hallucinations, or
 
paranoia.
They help you function and
 
maintain focus while in
 
court.
They help you cope with the stressors of being in a jail
 
environment
They 
help you not to return
 
to 
Evansville State
 
Hospital.
Can you think of other benefits for continuing to take your prescribed medications? Think of ways your medications help you.
)

















































 (
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 (
Learn the names of your
 
med
ications
 
Ask
 for your prescribed
 
medications
Request to see the jail psychiatrist to discuss
 
your medications
Do not refuse medications when
 
offered.
R
ESPONSIBILITY for
 
your
m
edications
?
hat
 does it mean to
 
take
W
 
)

 (
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 (
REVIEW
Am I Ready to be Returned to Court?
)


 (
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 (
REVIEW
What are my Team Members Saying I Still Need to Learn or Do?
)
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