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@[F@Wmﬁm@ in information?
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Presentation Notes
Remember when it used to be hard to find information about environmental sustainability? Those days are gone. Today, it seems like we’re drowning in it. Although waving a white flag (or throwing in the towel) is tempting, there are tools that can help you manage the flow of information before it completely overwhelms you.



Ways We Look for Information

e Search

— When: You’re doing research or trying to answer a
question

— Where: Google, Bing, Yahoo, or your favorite search
engine or article database

* Scopus
* Google Scholar
 Web of Science
e Scan
— When: You're trying to keep up with a topic
— Where: Trusted news sources
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First, let’s talk about web search.

SHOW OF HANDS – How many of you use “search” and “google” interchangeably?


Use Your Time Wisely

e Do a preliminary search

* Use browser add-ons to help you sort
through results

— Deeper Web

* If you haven’t found it relatively quickly, ask
an information professional
— GLRPPR Help Desk Librarian

— P2Rx Rapid Response Service (for those
outside of GLRPPR’s service area)




Deeper Web Sample Search -
Pollution Prevention



Deeper Web Sample Search -
Pollution Prevention



Trust But Verify

* Choose your sources carefully

— Library resources are evaluated before
burchase

—Don’t assume that the web has the most
recent or accurate information

e Trust but verify
— Always check to see how current a page is

— Always look for information about the
author of the page



When to Use What

Use a search engine Use a directory

When you’re looking for When you’re looking for lots
something specific, an of information on a

unusual term, or an exact particular topic

phrase

e GLRPPR Sector Resources
e P2Rx Topic Hubs
e P2 InfoHouse

e Use advanced search features
to refine your search
e http://www.google.com/ad
vanced_search
e Read the search engine help
pages for new techniques
e http://support.google.com/
websearch/
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Advanced search features include:

Exact words or phrases
Any of these words (OR search)
“pollution prevention” OR “waste reduction”
None of these words (NOT search)
Number range
Site specific searches (site:example.com)
Definition searches (define:yourwordhere)








Some Useful Google Search Tricks

Site search
— Uses site: to restrict your search to a specific web site
— Example: “pollution prevention” site:epa.gov

Exclude a word

— Add a dash (-) before a word to exclude all results that include that
word.

— Example: “solvent use” printers —computers

Use Google as your dictionary
— If you’re looking for a definition, try the define: operator
— Example: define:biomimicry

More help from Google

— Search tips and tricks
http://www.google.com/insidesearch/tipstricks/basics.html

— Search operators
http://support.google.com/websearch/bin/answer.py?hl=en&answer
=136861
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Refining Google Search Results

 Filter your search results by type of content

— Some options include web, images, maps, videos, news,
books, places, blogs, discussions, applications, and
patents.

e Other filtering options include:
— Publish date
— Personalization
— Verbatim search

* More help with search

— From Google
http://support.google.com/websearch/bin/answer.py?hl=
en&answer=142143&topic=1221265&ctx=topic

— From the University of lllinois Library
http://uiuc.libguides.com/google
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Remember Traditional Resources

e Journal literature

— Your local public, university, or community
college library’s databases

— Google Scholar

 Books and reports

— Your local public, university, or community
college library’s online catalog

— WorldCat
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Off the top of my head, I came up with seven different ways to describe P2. Case studies are often called success stories, best practices, or project summaries. No matter where you’re searching, remember to vary your search terms, especially if you’re having trouble finding what you’re looking for. 


Ask

e |fyou can’t find it or don’t know where to
start, ask:
— Your local librarian (especially if you have one on
site)
— GLRPPR Help Desk Librarian

— P2Rx Rapid Response Service (for those outside
of GLRPPR’s service area)

— Your regional roundtable’s e-mail list or P2Tech
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Trying to keep up with current environmental news and new resources is a never-ending task and my e-mail inbox shows that, more often than not, I’m unsuccessful at truly keeping up.
Fortunately, there are some tools to make scanning for updates easier.
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RSS=Really Simple Syndication
Instead of going to visit your favorite environmental news sites, RSS feeds bring the content to you.


http://www.feedly.com/
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Presentation Notes
RSS=Really Simple Syndication
Instead of going to visit your favorite environmental news sites, RSS feeds bring the content to you.
There are also desktop RSS readers available. Now that Google Reader is gone, I like Feedly because its interface is clean and easy to use.








http://www.blogtrottr.com/
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If you prefer to receive updates via e-mail, Blogtrottr is a good choice.


http://www.google.com/alerts
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Google alerts are available as e-mail newsletters. They’re excellent for helping you keep up with topics of interest or find out what people are saying about your organization.
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 So where are some specific places you can go both to find sustainability information?


http://utuc.libguides.com/p2/




http://www.glrppr.org/




http://www.epa.gov/p2/index.htm




http://www.p2rx.org/




Industry Factsheets &
Checklists

Real-World Case Studies

Pollution Prevention Topic
Hubs™

Webinars and Training

National P2 Results Data
System

Rapid Response Research
Services

Regional e-mail lists and
P2Tech

GreenBiz Column
Sector Based Projects

Lean and Environment
Workgroup (NPPR)

The Greening Sports
Directory

Tribal P2

Sustainable Lodging
Network

Environmental Savings
Calculators

The Social Media Best
Practices LibGuide



Case Studies [ Success Stories

e Submit case studies and success stories to your
regional P2Rx Center
— Publish on our websites
— Promote your activities at workshops
— Use your company as an example of positive actions
companies can take to reduce pollution
* Enter case studies online at ZeroWasteNetwork.org
http://www.zerowastenetwork.org/success/addstor

y.cfm
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Results and savings are always real. We may misspeak in describing them to you but we have tried to include most of them in the printed documents.



http://envnewsbits.wordpress.com




Statistics, Data Sets, and Calculators





Presenter
Presentation Notes
A Google search of “environmental data” yields about 4 million results. Where do you start when looking for statistical information? Ask yourself some questions to narrow it down.
Who would be interested in this data?
Which government agencies might collect this information?
Are there trade or professional associations related to this topic?
Are companies required to report this information? To whom?
What types of data do I want?



Data sets consist of statistics that have
been collected, but not analyzed

Compiled statistics are data sets
have been turned into usable
information through analysis
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With data sets, you do the analysis by making charts, graphs, pictures
Compiled statistics are easier to use, but you need to be sure the pictures are telling your story


http://www.census.gov/
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Business and Industry > Manufacturing
Annual Survey of Manufactures – U.S. Data by industry sector
County Business Patterns – State and county level data by industry sector



http://www.epa.gov/tri/P2/index.html



http://www.epa.gov/envirofw/index.html
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Envirofacts integrates information from a variety of databases and includes latitude and longitude information. Each of these databases contains information about facilities that are required to report activity to a state or federal system. Using this form, you can retrieve information about hazardous waste (including the Biennial Report), toxic and air releases, Superfund sites, and water discharge permits. Facility information and a map of its location is provided.


http:.//www.ela.doe.gov/environment
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Includes data sets and analyses with infographics.
Demo a category based on interest.


http://www1l.eere.energy.gov/manufacturing/resources/footprints.html










http://www.p2rx.org/measurement/




P2 Measurement & Calculators



P2 Greenhouse Gas Calculator

Developed to assist the P2 community with reporting EPA’s outcome
measures

— Pounds of pollutants reduced

— Gallons of water saved

— Dollars saved through adoption of P2 practices

Used to calculate changes in GHG emissions from P2 projects

Converts activity values entered (e.g. kWh saved, gallons of water
reduced) to CO, equivalents

Aggregates GHG reductions from individual projects and categories
Provides data transparency through references and justification

Provides calculations for:
— Electricity conservation
— Green energy
— Stationary and mobile source fuel reduction/substitution
— Green chemistry
— Water conservation
— Materials management (module under construction)



P2 Cost Calculator

* Calculates financial savings in dollars from
implementing specific P2 activities

— Hazardous inputs and wastes

— Air emissions

— Water pollution

— Water use

— Energy

— Electricity

— Non-hazardous inputs and solid waste




Where to Get the Calculators

e EPA’s Measuring P2 Web Site
http://www.epa.gov/p2/pubs/resources/meas
urement.html#calc

e NPPR’s P2 Measurement Tools
http://www.p2.org/general-resources/p2-
data-calculators/

e Other calculators and software tools
available at http://uiuc.libguides.com/p2/tools
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Learn more about the P2 calculators 


What’s that web site | wanted to
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 Once you’ve found useful sites or articles you want to read, you need a place to store them where you can find them again and share them with people.
 Browser bookmarks don’t travel with you and can be difficult to search quickly.
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 Delicious and other social bookmarking web sites are nice to use for a couple of reasons.
 Because they’re on the web, you can take your bookmarks anywhere.
 You can share sites with your friends on the site, via an RSS feed, or on Twitter, Facebook, and other social networking web sites.
 You can work with groups of people to identify resources by using a common tag.
P2TagTeam is a cooperative tagging effort of P2Rx (the Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange).	
Many people use the tag  You can see all of the bookmarks with that tag at http://delicious.com/tag/p2tagteam
Can do this with other tags too  http://delicious.com/tag/meec
 Search Delicious to see what other users are tagging. Searching Green Schools yielded over 1700 results.
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 Allows you to easily save articles, links you want to read, then discard. Great for news articles.
 Works as a Firefox extension, via e-mail, or through mobile apps.
 Also has apps for iOS, Android, and Kindle Fire, which allows you to read on the go.





Download at http://www.mendeley.com




| found it fast!
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