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The Carving of 
the Valley 

 Fort Wayne Moraine 

 Lake Maumee 

 Maumee Torrent 

 Continental Divide 

 Sand Dunes 

 



The Great Marsh 
 25,000 acres teemed with 

wildlife 
 Important hunting 

grounds  
 Portage connecting the 

Great Lakes and the 
Mississippi River system 

 Drained in late 1800’s 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over time this Valley filled with water and became known as the Great Marsh. It was a flowing wetland that sometimes formed a river channel and other times it would split into many small stream channels as it moved through this sea of grass. Historically, this Valley was essential to transportation whether it is by canoe, canal boat, or train. The Valley was ditched and drained for farmland in the late 1800’s.   



Our Mission: 
 Restore and protect wetlands in the 

Little River watershed southwest of  
 Fort Wayne, Indiana  
 Provide educational opportunities 

that encourage individuals to be good 
stewards of wetlands and other 
natural ecosystems 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
85% of Indiana’s original wetlands have been destroyed, and LRWP is helping to bring them back. We restore wetlands, assist landowner conservation, and offer free nature programs for the community.  Our project area stretches from Fort Wayne to the Wabash River in Huntington County, a 25,000 acre area known during settler days as the Great Marsh.



Why Wetlands? 
 Water quality 
 Floodwater storage 
 Improved wildlife habitat 
 Education 
 Recreation  
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Presentation Notes
Pumps were turned off, shallow areas dug deeper, and tiles plugged to recreate shallow water wetlands at Eagle Marsh.  Then over a three-year period, more than 500 acres were planted with native genotype seeds of grasses, sedges, rushes, and wildflowers.  Over 45,000 native trees and shrubs were put in. The greatest challenge, one that continues today, is to keep invasive plant species under control.  But Eagle Marsh becomes more beautiful every year, and wildlife is already returning in abundance.



Restoration 
 Invasive and non-native plant control 
 Earthwork and hydrology restoration 
 Grasses, sedges, and wildflowers  
 Tree and shrub planting  
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Nature Education 
 Programming is free to the public 
 Canterbury School 
 Timothy L. Johnson Academy 
 The Ramblers 
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Recreation 
 Our preserves feature 15 miles of hiking trails 
 Birding 
 Earth Day Fort Wayne 
 Walk for the Wetlands 
 Monarch Festival 
 Salamander Strut 5k 
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LRWP now protects 1,164 acres 
 Arrowhead Marsh – 97 acres  
 Arrowhead Prairie – 158 acres  
 Eagle Marsh – 716 acres 
 Little River Landing – 53 acres 
 Plus a conservation easement – 140 acres 
 
 More to come! 
 



Eagle Marsh Nature Preserve 
 716 acres 
 One of largest wetland restoration projects in 

history of the state 
 Largest nature preserve in Allen County 
 11 miles of hiking trails 
 Free and open to the public 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
97-acre Arrowhead Marsh, restored earlier, is a quiet place to walk through prairie, wetland, and woods.  Part of its prairie was ready for its first prescribed burn in 2009. The wildflowers are beautiful here, and sandhill cranes have been stopping on their way north.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This map shows the entire Eagle Marsh including the new woods.  The red line indicates the city’s Rivergreenway Trail on the north side of Engle Road and Aboite New Trail’s Towpath Trail on the south side, to be built in 2010 with a trailhead at Eagle Marsh. We are excited that our nature preserve will be so accessible to members of our community! 







“What the Little River folks are 
doing at Eagle Marsh brings 
together two of the things we’ve 
worked hardest on: one is the 
constantly improved protection of 
our beautiful spaces. They’re doing 
a wonderful job of restoring and 
bringing back the wetlands and 
habitat here, but also trails and 
wellness and fitness. They come 
together in an unusually ideal way. 
So we’re happy to support it and 
celebrate what this great group of 
citizens is accomplishing.” 
 - Governor Mitch Daniels 
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Presentation Notes
Thank you for your time and attention.  I’ve enjoyed speaking with you, and I’ll be  glad to answer any questions you may have.  (If no questions)  Have any of you visited Eagle Marsh?  What was your response?  
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