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2020 Indiana Governor’s Awards for Environmental Excellence Winners 

 

Energy Efficiency/Renewable Resources: 

• Vuteq Indiana, Princeton, Gibson County, for “Energy Reduction Grid Tied Solar Energy 
System.” Vuteq Indiana implemented a large-scale solar project in 2019. Their 1.5-megawatt 
direct current rooftop solar system has more than 4,440 panels distributed over their roof along 
with 17 mounted inverters. Vuteq also replaced all its 335 mercury halide high bay lights with LN-
TR-40 LED lights. The solar powered energy system will provide about 50% of the plant’s 
electrical needs on an annual basis. On sunny days, it could provide up to 75% of the electrical 
load. Compared to their baseline year in 2015, Vuteq has saved $349,443 in energy costs and 
reduced electrical consumption by over 3 million kilowatt hours. 

Environmental Outreach/Education: 

• Indiana University, Bloomington, Monroe County, for “Education for Environmental 
Change.” To address gaps in teachers’ understanding of environmental science, and to foster a 
state-wide network of educators focused on building environmental literacy, the Education for 
Environmental Change team embarked on a project for the further development, research, and 
implementation of professional development programming for K-12 teachers to effectively teach 
environmental change science. Education for Environmental Change offers educator support via 
the Summer Science Institute, a three day workshop aligned with Indiana science standards, 
multiple one day in-semester workshops based on various topics aligned with Indiana science 
standards, and continuous curriculum development and in-classroom support from IU scientists 
and educators. Since 2017, the program has attracted more than 80 participant educators 
impacting around 15,000 learners in the Hoosier State. 

Five Year Continuous Improvement: 

• Cummins Inc. Engine Plant, Columbus, Bartholomew County, for “Environmental 
Management System Projects.” At its Columbus engine plant, Cummins has implemented five 
environmentally beneficial projects as part of their environmental management system (EMS). 
Their EMS projects include: an LED lighting upgrade in 2017, manufacturing controls project from 
2017-2019, test cell process improvement projects from 2016-2019, zero waste to landfill initiative 
from 2017-2018, and community recycles day held annually since 2010. Some of the highlights 
from Cummins EMS projects include test cell process improvements which resulted in water 
usage reductions of 3.4 million gallons per year. The LED lighting upgrade resulted in a reduction 
of electricity usage of 82,247 kilowatt hours per month. As part of their Zero Waste to landfill 
initiative, Cummins diverted 136,820 pounds of waste per year from the landfill. Their Community 
Recycling Day, which is open to all Columbus residents, has diverted another 740,000 pounds of 
material from the landfill from 2015-2019. 
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Greening the Government:  

• City of Richmond Parks & Recreation Department, Richmond, Wayne County, for 
“Richmond Greenhouse Restoration Initiative.” The Parks Department Greenhouse 
Restoration Initiative included removing three dilapidated components of the facility: a brick 
smokestack, several wooden greenhouses, and a boiler house. 23.93 tons of metal were recycled 
from the boiler house alone. In an effort to develop a more sustainable horticultural program, the 
Greenhouse converted from buying plants, to growing plants from seed. The parks department 
was able to find innovative ways to reduce costs and provide environmental benefits by using 
compost instead of potting soil, tilling or raking playgrounds instead of spraying with glyphosate, 
removing invasive plants, and holding community plant sales. 

Land Use/Conservation: 

• Elkhart County Soil & Water Conservation District, Elkhart, Elkhart County, for 
“Stormwater Alliance Program (SWAMP)” SWAMP is a cost-share program that covers up to 
75% of the total cost of each approved project. SWAMP covers six best management practices 
(BMPs) that benefit not only the land users, but Elkhart County as well through increased water 
quality. The six BMPs included in the program are blind inlets, cover crops, filter strips, grade 
stabilization structures, grassed waterways, and exclusion fencing. Since the beginning of the 
project in 2017, the number of participants in the SWAMP program has increased from seven in 
2017 to 68 in 2019. Since the program’s inception, SWAMP has prevented a total of 20,373 tons 
of soil from entering local waterways, saved $42,783 in total on-farm nutrient benefit, and saved a 
total of $100,438 in total off-farm water quality benefit.   

 

Recycle/Reuse:  

• Midwest Dairy Recycling, North Manchester, Wabash County, for “Dairy Recycling 
Program.” Midwest Dairy supplies its veal operations with calves from local dairies. While 
working with these dairies, Midwest Dairy learned of milk bottling companies throwing away 
outdated, nearly outdated, and/or damaged product. After contacting these milk bottling 
companies, Midwest Dairy constructed a system to collect liquid and dry products at a central 
location in North Manchester and redistribute the products to its veal operations across Indiana. 
Since the launch of the program in 2017, Midwest Dairy Recycling has recycled over 2.9 million 
gallons of dairy milk, 2.2 million pounds of hog feed, 444,568 pounds of plastic, and over 1.4 
million pounds of baby formula. 

For pictures of all Governor's Award winners, please visit https://www.in.gov/idem/6930.htm. 
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