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Appendix C – Social Indicator Surveys 
 

A total of five participant surveys were conducted throughout the project at workshops, field 

days, and public meetings.  The Social Indicators Data Management and Analysis Tool 

(SIDMA) was used to develop the surveys.  Following the events, the participant’s answers were 

entered into SIDMA and indicator scores were generated to provide a mean value of the 

participant’s responses.   

 

The SIDMA awareness indicator used to assess the increased knowledge of nonpoint pollution 

issues was the “awareness of types of pollutants impairing waterways” and the “awareness of 

sources of pollutants impairing waterways”.  The attitude indicator for “willingness to take 

action to improve water quality” was used to assess the stakeholder’s likelihood to act.  The 

SIDMA awareness indicator values have a range of 1-2; with 1 being less aware and 2 being 

more aware of the types of pollutants and sources.  The SIDMA attitude indicator also has a 

value range of 1-2; 1 being less positive and 2 being a more positive response to act on the part 

of the participant.  

 

The surveys were conducted at: 1) the Septic System Workshop; 2) the Manure Management 

Workshop; 3) the WMP Update Meeting; 4) the Wetland, Buffer and 2-Stage Ditch Field Day; 

and 5) the Nutrient Management Workshop.   
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1) Septic System Workshop – October 21, 2013 

Surveys were distributed to 24 participants, and 15 were returned with a completion rate of 63%.  

The survey was designed to measure the participant’s knowledge about septic system functions 

and maintenance before and after the workshop.  Nine questions on the pre-post survey 

generated an agreeable answer, and six questions generated a disagreeable answer.  The survey 

results indicate that approximately 37% of the answers changed from agreeing to strongly 

agreeing; and from disagreeing to strongly disagreeing based on the particular questions.  The 

SIDMA indicator scores for awareness of pollution issues could not be calculated based on the 

questions; but the willingness to take action to improve water quality generated a mean value of 

1.86 showing the participants are more likely to take action. 
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2) Manure Management Workshop – December 11, 2013 

The Manure Management Workshop survey was distributed to 36 participants with 28 surveys 

returned for a 78% completion rate.  This survey focused on the value, storage, and application 

of manure, applicator rules, and the importance of a comprehensive nutrient management plan as 

well as other best management practices to consider when using manure.  The before and after 

survey questions generated a 27% change in agreement.  The SIDMA indicator mean value for 

awareness of pollution types was 1.55; and the awareness of sources of pollution mean value was 

1.59 on a scale of 1-2.  The SIDMA willingness to take action mean value was 1.81. 
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3) Planning Update Meeting  – March 19, 2014 

The Planning Update Meeting survey was distributed to 10 participants.  Nine surveys were 

returned, but only 8 counted in the scoring for a completion rate of 80%.  The before and after 

survey questions highlighted watershed characteristics, relationship between land use and water 

quality, and human actions on the overall health of the streams and river; and resulted in a 45% 

increase in the strongly agree category.  The SIDMA awareness mean value for types of 

pollution was 1.85; and awareness of sources of pollution was 1.69.  The willingness to take 

action mean value was 1.94; which was the highest of all the survey results.  
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4) Wetland, Buffer and 2-Stage Ditch Field Day – June 26, 2014 

The Wetland, Buffer and 2-Stage Ditch Field Day survey was distributed to 13 participants, and 

had the lowest rate of return with only 6 surveys being completed (46%); however, that may be 

due to the low attendance rate from the general public. The before and after survey questions 

resulted in only a difference of 11%; or in other words, one participant’s answer. The SIDMA 

awareness of types of pollution generated a mean factor of 1.95; and awareness of sources was 

1.79. The willingness to take action indicator mean value was 1.43; the lowest value of all the 

surveys. 
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5) Nutrient Field Day – January 7, 2015 

The final survey for the project was the Nutrient Management Workshop survey. It was 

distributed to 16 participants, with a return of 14 surveys for a completion rate of 88%. The 

survey before and after questions generated an increase of 38% in the strongly agree answers to 

indicate an increase in knowledge of the subject matter. The SIDMA awareness of pollutant 

types mean value was 1.78; and the awareness of pollution sources mean value was 1.72. The 

willingness to take action mean value was 1.88, indicating a more positive attitude. 

 

 



Upper Wabash River Watershed Management Plan ~ Phase 2                                                                          June 2016 

 

Appendix C  259 

 



Upper Wabash River Watershed Management Plan ~ Phase 2                                                                          June 2016 

 

Appendix C  260 

 



Upper Wabash River Watershed Management Plan ~ Phase 2                                                                          June 2016 

 

Appendix C  261 

 



Upper Wabash River Watershed Management Plan ~ Phase 2                                                                          June 2016 

 

Appendix C  262 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


