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Trail Creek Watershed Management Plan
Stecring Committee Meetine
January 14, 26

To: All attendees and membeis of the Steering Commiltes
From: Christine Meador, American Consulting, Tne.
Date: Tanuary 26, 2006

Adbtendees:

Al Walus, Sanitary Distoiet of Michigan City

Sky Schelle, IDEM

Linda Sneddon Schmidt, 1DEM

MWagoie Spartz. Unity Foundation of LaPorte County

Tony L:kovich, Property Owner

Tom Anderson, Save the Dunes Couoneil

Joe Ex], Costal Non-pomt Coordinator - IDNR

Kevin Lackman, M54 Coordisator - LaPorle County

Christine Meador. Project Manager - American Consulting. Lne.

Mecting Notes:

Al Walus began the mecting with introductions and asked each member W describe their
background and role on the Steerning Committee, Mr, Walus presented each member with
a Tral Creek Watershed Management Plan Steering Commiitee Handbook, a Copy of the
1993 Trail Creck Watershed Management Plan, and a copy of the 2003 Ttail Creck
Escherichia coli TMDIL. Report.

M. Walus reviewed the history of planning within Michigan City and how planning
around Trail Creek has been an unfulfilled focus of Michigan City since 1926, 1n 2003,
the Unity Foundation of LaPorte Coumy approached Michigan City and the Sanitary
District of Michigan City with a grant proposal. The Michigan City Boacd of Public
Works and Satety and the Samitary Distriet of Michigan City signed an agreement on
Seplember 24 2003 designating the Sanitary District 10 act as the Temporary “City Tead
Agency” with regards 0 watershed planning and non point water pollution abatement
strategies, Following that proposal and agrecment. the Sanitary District applied to the
Indiana Department of Envirenmicntal Management o obtain a Section 319 Girant to
update the 1993 Teail Creck Watershed Management Plan to the current standards.

The Sanitary Disinct was avarded the Sceenion 319 Grant and solictted consultant’s
proposals to update the Trail Creek Watershed Plan. American Consulling, Inc. was
awarded this contract and will be the lead consultant preparing the Watershed
Management Plan. Partial coptes of the Contrael for Services between [IDEM and the
Samitary Dhstriet of Michigan City and between the Sanitary District of Michigan City
and American Consulting. Inc. were included in the [landbook for review. Additionally.
the Watershed Plan Checklist was included for review.,
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. Walus reviewed data collected to date by the Sanitary Dhstrict of Michigan City and
American Consulting, Inc. in support of the Trail Creck Watershed Management Plan.
All data collected during the calendar vear 2005 were included i the Handbook
including mapping indicating sample locations within the watershed. 12ata collected by
the Sanilary District has been collected twice monthly during the winter (November
through March} and weekly during the summer (April through October) at 12 dilferent
sarnple locations throughout the watershed. Supplemental water quality. habuat, and
biological data was colleeted at four sample points once on September 26, 2005 by
American Consulting. Ine. Data collected by (he Sanitary [District to date has not been
analyzed as vel and no clear trends in non-point pollution have been noted. £ codi
exceeded the Daily Maximum Water Quality Standard of 235 at every sample location.
Initial analysis of the macreinvertchrate sampling indicates that cach branch of Trail
Creck sampled is tully supporting for biological communities, Ms. Meador requested
Steering Contnitlee Members o provide her with any known historic data for the Tral
Creck Walershed to be used 1o evaluate the watershed.

Mr. Walus reviewed the next steps {0 be completed. These include {iling of the Quality
Assurance Project Plan {QAPP). a drafl of the Trail Creek Watershed Management Plan
including the Introduction and Problem Ldentilication. and an updated project schedule.
All three items must be completed by February 3" in order 10 comply with the schedule
provided by IDEM. An Initial Stakeholder Poblic Meeting was discussed and scheduled
lor February 8, 2006, at 7 pmoin the City Hall for Michigan City, This meeting wil)
mtroduce the Watershed Management Plan o the public and other stakecholders. A
second Stakeholder mecting was discussed for February 2. 2006, No meeting ime or
place was determined.

Respectlully submiiited.

Christine Mcador
Amencan Consuliing, Inc.
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