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Disclaimer: This Nonrule Policy Document (NPD) is being established by the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management (IDEM) consistent with its authority under IC 13-14-1-11.5. It is intended solely
to provide guidance and shall be used in conjunction with applicable rules or laws. It does not replace
applicable rules and laws, and if it conflicts with these rules or laws, the rules or laws shall control. Pursuant
to IC 13-14-1-11.5, this policy will be available for public inspection for at least 45 days prior to presentation
to the appropriate State Environmental Board and may be put into effect by IDEM 30 days afterward. If the
nonrule policy is presented to more than one board, it will be effective 30 days after presentation to the last.
IDEM also will submit the policy to the Indiana Register for publication.

1.0 PURPOSE

This NPD identifies information resources for several engineering controls which provide a physical
barrier to release-related chemicals, thus, eliminating or reducing exposure. Also, controls to
reduce exposure to air concentrations or cutoff completed vapor intrusion pathways. Engineering
controls are required for remedial actions and removal under IC 13-25-5-8.5, IC 13-11-2-185, and
IC 13-11-2-187. Most barrier methods used, in specific situations, are mentioned in Appendices A
to D. The appendices are not intended as a compendium of all engineering control methods and
other methods may be approved as part of an approved remedial action.

2.0 SCOPE

This NPD applies to development, review, and use of proposed engineered system or barrier
exposure controls for mitigation of release-related chemicals.

3.0 SUMMARY

This NPD identifies several engineering control methods including covers, fences, slurry walls, and
vapor intrusion mitigation systems.

4.0 DEFINITIONS
4.1. “Agency” — The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM).

4.2. “Engineering control” — Physical barriers designed and maintained to prevent, humans or
other receptors, exposure to contaminated environmental media.

4.3. “Nonrule policy” — The term assigned by the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM) to policies identified in IC 13-14-1-11.5 as any policy which: A.
Interprets, supplements, or implements a statute or rule; B. Has not been adopted in
compliance with IC 4-22-2; C. Is not intended by IDEM to have the effect of law; and D. Does
not apply solely to the internal IDEM organization, an administrative policy.

4.4. *“OLQ technical staff” — Positions requiring specialized knowledge pertaining to a particular
occupation or field of study such as chemistry, geology, engineering, or risk assessment.
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4.5. “Release-related chemical” — A substance placed on the land or in the subsurface which is,
by virtue of its nature or quantity, subject to regulation by IDEM’s Office of Land Quality. The
term also includes regulated breakdown products.

4.6. “Remedy” — One or more measures taken to reduce risks to human health or the
environment arising from a contaminant release. Measures may include contaminant
treatment, contaminant removal, institutional controls, or engineered controls alone or in
combination.

ROLES

5.1. Environmental consultants shall:
A. Use the engineering controls described to eliminate, control, or reduce exposure to
release-related chemicals in environmental media.

5.2. OLQ technical staff shall:
A. Review proposed remedies involving plans for eliminating, controlling, or reducing
exposure to release-related chemicals.
B. Make recommendations regarding the control method proposed by the consultant
depending on the site-specific situation.

POLICY

6.1. Relevant control methods shall be reviewed and used, as applicable, for elimination or
reduction of exposure to release-related chemicals. Various control methods are listed in
Appendices A to D.

6.2. IDEM shall review the consultants’ proposed control plans and remedy proposals.

6.3. IDEM shall evaluate the plans or proposals on their merits and make recommendations,
depending on the site-specific situation.

6.4. The Appendices in this NPD should be used in conjunction with the Remediation Closure
Guide, the Risk-based Closure Guide, or then-applicable current guidance.

REFERENCES

7.1. Indiana Statutes and Rules:

A. IC 13-11-2-185 Environment, Definitions, Remedial action,
http://184.175.130.101/leqislative/laws/2020/ic/titles/013/articles/010/
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http://184.175.130.101/leqislative/laws/2020/ic/titles/013/articles/010/

C. IC 13-25-5-8.5 Environment, Hazardous Substances, Voluntary Remediation of
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Air & Waste Management Association, Koppers Building, 436 Seventh Avenue Suite
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OSWER guidance available at: http://www.clu-
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9.0 APPENDICES
A. Covers

https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanups/files/engineering_controls covers.pdf

B. Fences
https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanups/files/engineering controls fences.pdf
C. Slurry Walls

https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanups/files/engineering _controls _slurry walls.pdf

D. Vapor Intrusion Mitigation Systems

https://www.in.gov/idem/cleanups/files/remediation_tech guidance vapor mitigation.pdf
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