
Indiana Department of Environmental Management
Office of Water Quality

Waterways Section

Publication Date:
October 16, 2026

IDEM Permit Number:
WQC001513

Closing Date:
November 06, 2026

Corps of Engineers ID Number:
  N/A

PUBLIC NOTICE

To all interested parties:
This letter shall serve as a formal notice of the receipt of an application for Section 401 Water Quality Certification by the Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM).  The purpose of the notice is to inform the public of active applications submitted for 
water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1341) and to solicit comments and information on any 
impacts to water quality related to the proposed project.  IDEM will evaluate whether the project complies with Indiana’s water quality 
standards as set forth at 327 IAC 2.

Patrick Zaharako
City of Fort Wayne

Marin Miller
Christopher B Burke Engineering LLC

200 East Berry Street 111 Monument Circle
Fort Wayne, IN, 46802 Indianapolis, IN, 46204

1. Applicant: 2. Agent:

3. Project Location: 3900 Old Mill Road, Fort Wayne, IN, 46807
Latitude: 41.046833, Longitude: -85.166597

4. Affected Waterbody: St. Mary’s River

5. Project Description: The proposed project seeks to stabilize streambank of St. Mary’s River and alleviate erosion along Bluffton 
Road. Permanent impacts due to placement of bank stabilization materials beneath the ordinary high water 
mark (OHWM) of St. Mary’s River total approximately 2,334 linear feet (lft). Stabilization materials 
include riprap, clean earthen fill, erosion control fabric, native floodplain seed mix, live plant stakes, and in-
stream rock structures to redirect flow.
For additional information visit the Regulatory ePortal at: https://waterquality.idem.in.gov

Comment Period: Any person or entity who wishes to submit comments or information relevant to the aforementioned project 
may do so by the closing date noted above.  Only comments or information related to water quality or 
potential impacts of the project on water quality can be considered by IDEM in the water quality 
certification review process.

Public Hearing: Any person may submit a written request that a public hearing be held to consider issues related to water 
quality in connection with the project detailed in this notice.  The request for a hearing should be submitted 
within the comment period to be considered timely.  The request should also state the reason for the public 
hearing as specifically as possible to assist IDEM in determining whether a public hearing is warranted.

IDEM Watermark



Questions? You can view application documents on IDEM’s Regulatory ePortal website. Go to waterquality.idem.in.gov. 
Once there, click on the box that says “Site Map Explorer”. This will open a new browser tab. In the 
“Search” box on the left, type “St. Marys Riverbank Stabilization”, then click on the site when it shows up 
underneath the search box. The box will expand and show information about the site. Under the “Documents” 
tab in this box, you’ll be able to find and download documents related to the project.

Submit requests for additional information and written comments to WaterwaysComments@idem.IN.gov
In the subject line of the email, please include the IDEM ID Number listed in the top right corner of the first 
page of this public notice. Indicate if you wish to receive a copy of IDEM’s final decision. Comments and 
inquiries may also be forwarded to -

Office of Water Quality
Indiana Department of Environmental Management

100 North Senate Avenue, IGCN 1255
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2251 

IDEM Watermark

https://waterquality.idem.in.gov/
mailto:WaterwaysComments@idem.in.gov
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SHAN R. GUNAWARDENA, CHAIRMAN

KUMAR MENON, MEMBER

CHRIS GUERRERO, MEMBER

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS
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MAYOR

FORT WAYNE
TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING
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Scale: N.T.S.
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PAUL ENSLEY
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DR. SCOTT MYERS
DISTRICT 4

GEOFF PADDOCK
DISTRICT 5

ROHLI BOOKER
DISTRICT 6
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MARTIN BENDER
AT LARGE
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CITY ENGINEER

Scale: 1" = 800'

MATTHEW W. GRAY
MANAGER, TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING
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PHOTO 1 PHOTO 2 PHOTO 3 PHOTO 4

PHOTO TAKEN ON 11/14/2025. LOOKING NORTH AT
PROJECT AREA FROM PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE.

PHOTO TAKEN ON 10/14/25. STANDING ON EAST BANK,
LOOKING WEST AT STEEP BANK.

PHOTO TAKEN ON 07/19/2022. COMBINED SEWER
OVERFLOW UNDER PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE.

PHOTO TAKEN ON 07/19/2022. BLUFFTON ROAD AT TOP OF SLOPE, LOOKING SOUTH.

FLOOD ZONE MAPPROJECT DESCRIPTION
THE PURPOSE OF THIS PROJECT IS TO STABILIZE APPROXIMATELY 2,300 FEET OF STEEP STREAMBANK OF THE ST. MARYS
RIVER ALONG BLUFFTON ROAD IN FORT WAYNE, INDIANA.

THE SCOPE OF WORK INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:
1. CONSTRUCT TEMPORARY CAUSEWAY ALONG THE TOE OF SLOPE.
2. UTILIZE CAUSEWAY TO INSTALL RIPRAP SLOPE PROTECTION AND JOINT PLANTING.
3. APPLY TOPSOIL AND SEEDING TO THE SLOPE ABOVE THE NORMAL WATER LEVEL.
4. INSTALL IN-STREAM STRUCTURES.
5. REPLACE STORM SEWER ALONG BLUFFTON ROAD.

SURVEY NOTES
TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY PROVIDER:
JONES PETRIE RAFINSKI
111 W. BERRY STREET
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 46802

1. REFER TO TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY SHEET FOR BENCHMARK AND CONTROL INFORMATION.
2. VERTICAL DATUM IS NAVD88.
3. HORIZONTAL COORDINATES ARE REFERENCED TO INDIANA STATE PLANE, EAST ZONE.

REGULATORY NOTES
1. OWNER HAS OR WILL OBTAIN THE FOLLOWING PERMITS FOR THIS PROJECT:

- CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL OF CONSTRUCTION IN A FLOODWAY FROM THE INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
     RESOURCES.
- SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION FROM THE INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

MANAGEMENT
- SECTION 404 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT FROM THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
- CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER GENERAL PERMIT FROM THE INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

MANAGEMENT
- ALLEN COUNTY FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.

2. CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH PERMIT CONDITIONS.
3. CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING ALL OTHER PERMITS AS REQUIRED.

UTILITY NOTES
1. UTILITIES SHOWN ON THE DRAWINGS ARE BASED ON TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY AND SHOULD BE CONSIDERED FOR

REFERENCE ONLY.
2. CALL INDIANA 811 AT LEAST 48 HOURS PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF LAND-DISTURBING ACTIVITIES TO SCHEDULE

A UTILITY LOCATE. ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SHALL BE FLAGGED OR CLEARLY MARKED.
3. VERIFY THE LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING UTILITIES AND REPORT ANY DISCREPANCIES OR OMISSIONS WITH THE

EXISTING UTILITIES SHOWN ON THE DRAWINGS TO ENGINEER IMMEDIATELY.
4. COORDINATE WITH UTILITY COMPANIES WITHIN AND ADJACENT TO PROJECT LIMITS PRIOR TO COMMENCING WORK

TO DETERMINE REQUIREMENTS.
5. PROTECT EXISTING UTILITIES IN AN APPROPRIATE MANNER AS REQUIRED TO PREVENT DAMAGE.
6. ALL UTILITIES MUST BE FULLY OPERATIONAL AND ACCESSIBLE THROUGHOUT THE DURATION OF THE PROJECT. IF IT

IS NECESSARY TO DISRUPT SERVICE, NOTIFY ENGINEEER AND UTILITY COMPANY AT LEAST 48 HOURS IN ADVANCE
OF THE PLANNED INTERRUPTION TO COORDINATE REQUIREMENTS.

RIGHT-OF-WAY NOTES
1. CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING A LOCAL PERMIT FOR WORK WITHIN THE RIGHT-OF-WAY, IF REQUIRED.

LOCAL PERMITS ARE NO CHARGE FOR CITY-LED PROJECTS. CONTRACTOR MUST MEET REQUIREMENTS FOR
INSURANCE AND BONDING.

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE
THE GENERAL CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR PROJECT GUIDANCE AND MAY BE ADJUSTED TO
MEET CONTRACTOR'S MEANS AND METHODS PROVIDED THAT PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS
ARE MET. CONTRACTOR SHALL GENERALLY PERFORM THE STEPS LISTED BELOW TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT.

1. STAKE THE LIMITS OF CONSTRUCTION.

2. INSTALL TEMPORARY EROSION CONTROL MEASURES PRIOR TO LAND DISTURBING ACTIVITIES.

3. CONSTRUCT THE TEMPORARY CAUSEWAY. THE ROCK TOE OF THE PROPOSED STABILIZATION MEASURE MAY BE
CONSTRUCTED FOR USE AS THE TEMPORARY CAUSEWAY FOR SITE ACCESS.

4. UTILIZE THE CAUSEWAY TO INSTALL THE BANK STABILIZATION MEASURES. REMOVE CAUSEWAY AS WORK
PROGRESSES.

5. INSTALL JOINT PLANTING, TOPSOIL, AND SEEDING.

6. INSTALL IN-STREAM STRUCTURES.

7. INSTALL NEW STORM SEWER ALONG BLUFFTON ROAD.

8. STABILIZE DISTURBED AREAS WITH TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT SEEDING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WHEN WORK
IS COMPLETE.

9. THROUGHOUT CONSTRUCTION, CONTROL DUST ON THE PROJECT SITE. SWEEP STREETS AS NECESSARY TO
KEEP CLEAN OF DIRT, DUST, AND CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS. PROPERLY DISPOSE OF ALL DEBRIS.

10. REMOVE ALL TEMPORARY EROSION CONTROL MEASURES UPON APPROVAL OF OWNER AND ENGINEER,
SUCCESSFUL ESTABLISHMENT OF VEGETATION, AND PROJECT COMPLETION.
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