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      April 15, 2024 
 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL : EBrown@Blackhawkmining.com 
   
Mr. D. Edward Brown, SVP, CEO  
Triad Mining, LLC 
250 W. Main St., Ste. 2000 
Lexington, KY  40507 
 
Dear Mr. Brown: 

Re: IDEM Approval of Modification of  
NPDES General Permit Coverage No. ING040107 
Under 327 IAC 15-7 
DNR Permit No. S-291 
Patoka River Mine  
Intersection of W CR 100 S & S CR 550 W 
Oakland City, IN 
Pike County  

 
Our office has reviewed your NPDES Notice of Intent (NOI) submittal received on March 

22, 3034, requesting modification of NPDES General Permit coverage for the above-mentioned 
mine.  We are pleased to inform you that modification of NPDES General Permit coverage has 
been approved, with the following changes:   

 
• The status of Outfall 115 has changed to “Post-Mining” (Reclamation). 

 
Per a recent inspection report by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, the 

drainage areas for this outfall has been permanently seeded, vegetated, and free from erosion. 
 

Our review has determined that the activities associated with your request are not the 
result of any new or expanded permitted mining operations. Mining activity is a process of 
sequential coal removal and reclamation and as mining progresses and reclamation follows 
these activities will not result in any unanticipated discharges to a receiving stream. IDEM has 
determined, therefore, that your petition for modification of coverage may be approved in 
accordance with Indiana rules promulgated under 327 IAC15-7 and 327 IAC 2-1.3.   
 

Your modified permit coverage is deemed effective April 1, 2024, unless a person 
aggrieved or adversely affected by the approval appeals this decision.  Coverage will include all 
outfalls listed on the first table of Attachment 1 to this correspondence. The existing expiration 
date for this coverage remains June 30, 2025. To receive authorization to discharge beyond the 
date of expiration, the permittee shall submit such information and forms as required by IDEM 
no later than ninety (90) days prior to the date of expiration.   
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IDEM is required to serve notice of its decision to approve the modification of general 
permit coverage for your facility under the general permit in accordance with the requirements of 
327 IAC 5-3-14.  It should also be noted that any appeal must be filed under procedures 
outlined in IC 13-15-6, IC 4-21.5-3-7, and the enclosed Public Notice.  The appeal must be 
initiated by filing a petition for administrative review with the Office of Environmental 
Adjudication (OEA) within fifteen (15) days of the emailing of an electronic copy of this letter or 
within eighteen (18) days of the mailing of this letter.  The addresses are as follows: 

 
Director     Commissioner 
Office of Environmental Adjudication  Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
Indiana Government Center North  Indiana Government Center North 
Room 103     Room 1301 
100 N. Senate Ave.    100 N. Senate Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN  46204    Indianapolis, IN  46204  
 

The Office of Environmental Adjudication will provide parties who request review of this 
acceptance for coverage with notice of prehearing conferences, preliminary hearings, hearing, 
and stays or orders disposing of all proceedings.  Nonparties may receive such notices without 
intervening and formally becoming parties in the proceeding by requesting copies of such 
notices from the Office of Environmental Adjudication.  
 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Ms. C. Anne Burget of my 
staff at (317) 234-8745 or cburget@idem.IN.gov.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Catherine Hess, Chief 
Permits Administration Section 
Office of Water Quality 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 
cc: Pike County Health Department 

Ms. Kelly Short, Triad Mining, LLC  
Ms. Jayne Peltier, DNR Division of Reclamation 
U.S. EPA Region 5  

  

mailto:cburget@idem.IN.gov


Mr. D. Edward Brown, SVP, CEO 
Page 3 of 3 
 
 

   
 

 
ATTACHMENT 1 

 
TRIAD MINING LLC- PATOKA RIVER MINE 

 
NPDES PERMIT NO. ING040107 

 
IDNR PERMIT NO. S-291 

 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  APRIL 1, 2024   

 
 

OUTFALLS PERMITTED FOR THIS FACILITY 
 
 

      OUTFALL   DNR BASIN         LATITUDE               LONGITUDE                 MINE DRAINAGE       RECEIVING WATER 
                           STATUS                              

006 SP-06 
 

 38o, 24’, 05” -87o, 24’, 10” POST-MINING WEST FORK BIG CREEK 

008 SP-08 
 

 38o, 23’, 59” -87o, 23’, 55” POST-MINING WEST FORK BIG CREEK 

115 SP-115 
 

 38o, 23’, 28” -87o, 23’, 07” POST-MINING UNNAMED TRIBUTARY  
OF PATOKA RIVER 

 
 
The following outfall has been removed and is no longer covered under this permit: 
 

    OUTFALL     DNR BASIN         LATITUDE               LONGITUDE                 MINE DRAINAGE       RECEIVING WATER 
                           STATUS                              

 
016 

 
SP-16 
 

  
38o, 24’, 05” 

 
-87o, 24’, 10” 

REMOVED/ 
REPLACED 
WITH BASIN 
115 

 
BIG CREEK 

 
 



STATE OF INDIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE NO.  20240415 – ING040107- GP 

 
DATE OF NOTICE:  APRIL 15, 2024 

 
The Office of Water Quality approves the following NPDES GENERAL PERMIT action: 
 
MODIFICATION 
 
TRIAD MINING LLC, PATOKA RIVER MINE, located near the Intersection of West CR 100 
South & South CR 550 West, Oakland City, IN (PIKE COUNTY). General NPDES Permit 
Coverage No. ING040107.  IDEM is modifying this facility’s existing general NPDES permit 
coverage under 327 IAC 15-7, the NPDES general permit-by-rule for discharges from Facilities 
Engaged in the Mining of Coal, Coal Processing and Reclamation Activities. The watershed for 
Outfall 115 has been stabilized and its mine drainage status has changed to “post-mining/ 
reclamation”. For more information regarding this modification of General NPDES Permit 
coverage, please contact Ms. C. Anne Burget at (317) 234-8745 or cburget@idem.IN.gov. 
Posted online at https://www.in.gov/idem/public-notices/.  

 
Notice of Right to Administrative Review 

 
If you wish to challenge this permit, you must file a Petition for Administrative Review with the Office of 
Environmental Adjudication (OEA) and serve a copy of the petition upon IDEM. The requirements for filing a 
Petition for Administrative Review are found in IC 4-21.5-3-7, IC 13-15-6-1 and 315 IAC 1-3-2. A summary 
of the requirements of these laws is provided below. 
 
A Petition for Administrative Review must be filed with the Office of Environmental Adjudication (OEA) 
within fifteen (15) days of the issuance of this notice (eighteen (18) days if you received this notice by U.S. 
Mail), and a copy must be served upon IDEM. Addresses are: 

 
Director     Commissioner 
Office of Environmental Adjudication  Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
Indiana Government Center North  Indiana Government Center North  
Room N103     Room 1301 
100 North Senate Avenue   100 North Senate Avenue 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204   Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

 
The petition must contain the following information: 
 

1. The name, address and telephone number of each petitioner.  
2. A description of each petitioner’s interest in the permit. 
3. A statement of facts demonstrating that each petitioner is: 

a. a person to whom the order is directed; 
b. aggrieved or adversely affected by the permit; or 
c. entitled to administrative review under any law. 

4. The reasons for the request for administrative review. 
5. The particular legal issues proposed for review. 
6. The alleged environmental concerns or technical deficiencies of the permit. 
7. The permit terms and conditions that the petitioner believes would be appropriate and would 

comply with the law. 
8. The identity of any persons represented by the petitioner. 
9. The identity of the person against whom administrative review is sought. 
10. A copy of the permit that is the basis of the petition. 
11. A statement identifying petitioner’s attorney or other representative, if any.   



Failure to meet the requirements of the law with respect to a Petition for Administrative Review may result in 
a waiver of your right to seek administrative review of the permit. Examples are: 

 
1. Failure to file a Petition by the applicable deadline; 
2. Failure to serve a copy of the Petition upon IDEM when it is filed; or 
3. Failure to include the information required by law.   
 
If you seek to have a permit stayed during the administrative review, you may need to file a Petition for a 
Stay of Effectiveness. The specific requirements for such a Petition can be found in 315 IAC 1-3-2 and 
315 IAC 1-3-2.1. 
 
Pursuant to IC 4-21.5-3-17, OEA will provide all parties with notice of any pre-hearing conferences, 
preliminary hearings, hearings, stays, or orders disposing of the review of this action. If you are entitled to 
notice under IC 4-21.5-3-5(b) and would like to obtain notices of any pre-hearing conferences, preliminary 
hearings, hearings, stays, or orders disposing of the review of this action without intervening in the 
proceeding you must submit a written request to OEA at the address above.  
 
If you have procedural or scheduling questions regarding your Petition for Administrative Review, please 
refer to OEA’s website at https://www.in.gov/oea. 
 

https://www.in.gov/oea






  IV. CONTACT INFORMATION OTHER: 

                   DISCHARGE MONITORING REPORTS  
CONTACT AND MAILING INFORMATION 

c.    CONTACT AND COMPANY  NAME 
Kelly Short 
Triad Mining, LLC  

 
a.   CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(859) 543-0515 

d.    STREET ADDRESS 
250 West Main St., Ste. 2000 

b.   CONTACT  EMAIL ADDRESS 
kshort@blackhawkmining.com 

e.    CITY 
Lexington  

f      STATE 
KY 

g     ZIP CODE 
40507 

                                 ANNUAL FEE AND FINANCIAL 
CONTACT AND BILLING ADDRESS 

j    COMPANY AND CONTACT PERSON NAME 
Triad Mining LLC. 
Kelly Short  

 
h    CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 
(859) 543-0515 

k   STREET ADDRESS 
250 West main St. Ste. 2000 

 i   CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS 
kshort@blackhawkmining.com 

l.  CITY 
Lexington  

m.   STATE 
KY 

n.   ZIP CODE 
40507 

                    OTHER CONTACT AND MAILING INFORMATION  
                                               (SPECIFY BELOW) 

q.   COMPANY AND CONTACT PERSON NAME 
 
  

o.   CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 
 

r.    STREET ADDRESS 

p.   CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESS s.   CITY 
 

t.   STATE u.   ZIP CODE 

 
  V. RULE QUALIFICATION:  

           The purpose of this rule is to regulate wastewater discharges from surface mining, underground mining, and 
          reclamation projects which utilize sedimentation basin treatment for pit dewatering and surface run-off and to require  
          best management practices for storm water run-off.   
              Does this facility meet  these requirements?         (please check one)    YES__________               NO___________ 
 

 Please provide a brief description of the facility operation that results in the discharge.  You may attach additional sheets.    
       
The Patoka River Mine complex is a combination surface mine facility and wash plant. 
Wastewater discharge associated with the mining of coal, coal processing, and/or 
reclamation activities will occur.   
 
 
 
 

__ 
VI. OUTFALL INFORMATION: Please fill out the following information FOR ALL OUTFALLS 

See Attachment VI.                 
a.  IDEM   
OUTFALL                       
NO. 

b.   DNR  
BASIN 
NO     

c.     
LATITUDE 

d.    
LONGITUDE 

e.   DRY   
  WEATHER 

 BASE 
FLOW 

f.   MINE     
DRAINAGE      
   STATUS 

g.Is this    
discharge       
to a STORM     
SEWER 

h..    Name of RECEIVING  WATER OR if 
g is YES name of  OPERATOR OF 

MUNICIPAL STORM SEWER, AND 
WATER IT DISCHARGES TO 

  deg min sec. deg min  sec.  

 
006 

 
SP06 

N 
38 

 
24 

 
05 

W 
87 

 
24 

 
10 

 
0.00 

 
Post 
Mining 

 
Y / N 

 
West Fork Big Creek 

          
008 

 
SP08 

N 
38 

 
23 
 

 
59 

W 
87 

 
23 

 
55 

 
0.00 
 

 
Post 
Mining 

  
Y / N 

 
West Fork Big Creek 

       
115    

 
SP115 
 

N 
38 

 
23 
 

 
38 

W 
87 

 
23 

 
07 

 
0.00 

 
Post 
Mining 

 
Y / N 

 
UNT to Patoka River 
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