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Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
Office of Water Quality 

Wetlands Section

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Publication Date: IDEM ID Number: 
March 22, 2024 2024-57-2-EJW-A 

  
Closing Date: Corps of Engineers ID Number: 
April 12, 2024 LRE-2023-00598-102-N24 

  
 
To all interested parties: 
 This letter shall serve as a formal notice of the receipt of an application for Section 401 Water Quality Certification by the Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM).  The purpose of the notice is to inform the public of active applications submitted for 
water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1341) and to solicit comments and information on any 
impacts to water quality related to the proposed project.  IDEM will evaluate whether the project complies with Indiana’s water quality 
standards as set forth at 327 IAC 2. 
 

 
1.  Applicant:
  

 

Patrick Zaharako 2.  Agent: Heather Winebrinner 
City of Fort Wayne Public Works USI Consultants, Inc. 
200 E Berry St. 8415 E. 56th St. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 Indianapolis, IN 46216 

 
3.  Project location: Fort Wayne Bridge No. 358 carrying Bluffton Road over the St. Mary’s River to W Oakdale Drive. 

Latitude: 41.052067 Longitude: -85.157611 
 

4.  Affected waterbody: St. Mary’s River 
 

5.  Project Description: Rehabilitating Fort Wayne Bridge No. 358 due to existing shear cracks in multiple beams across several spans 
and supports of the current bridge. Beam reconstruction, replacement of the superstructure, and placement of 
aggregate for erosion and scour protection will be performed. The new structure will be a five (5) span 
continuous composite prestressed concrete I-beam bridge with a 28-foot clear roadway width.  
 
Permanent impacts below the Ordinary High-Water Mark of St. Mary’s River for the placement of rip rap total 
121.5 linear feet, or 0.129 acres. A temporary causeway within St. Mary’s River is required for construction with 
temporary impacts totaling 129.5 linear feet, or 0.510 acres. The causeway is comprised of 21, 5-foot diameter 
pipes to allow 50% of waterway opening while it is in place for 15 months. Additionally, 31 linear feet, or 0.0012 
acres, of UNT to St. Mary’s River will be permanently impacted by encapsulation via a 24” culvert.  
 
Permanent impacts from rip rap placement and encapsulation total 0.1302 acres of stream fill, which will be 
mitigated for at a 1:1 ratio through IDNR’s In-Lieu Fee Program. 
Additional information may be found online at https://www.in.gov/idem/5474.htm 

  
 

Comment period: Any person or entity who wishes to submit comments or information relevant to the aforementioned project may 
do so by the closing date noted above.  Only comments or information related to water quality or potential 
impacts of the project on water quality can be considered by IDEM in the water quality certification review 
process. 

 
Public Hearing:  Any person may submit a written request that a public hearing be held to consider issues related to water quality 

in connection with the project detailed in this notice.  The request for a hearing should be submitted within the 
comment period to be considered timely.  The request should also state the reason for the public hearing as 
specifically as possible to assist IDEM in determining whether a public hearing is warranted. 
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Questions? Additional information may be obtained from Evan White, Project Manager, by phone at 317-671-6698 or by e-
mail at evwhite@idem.in.gov.  Please address all correspondence to the project manager and reference the IDEM 
project identification number listed on this notice.  Indicate if you wish to receive a copy of IDEM’s final 
decision.  Written comments and inquiries may be forwarded to - 

 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
100 North Senate Avenue 
MC65-42 WQS IGCN 1255 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2251 FAX: 317/232-8406 
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INSTRUCTIONS: 

 
APPLICATION FOR AUTHORIZATION TO DISCHARGE DREDGED 
OR FILL MATERIAL TO ISOLATED WETLANDS AND/OR  
WATERS OF THE STATE 
State Form 51821 (R2 / 11-15) 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
 
 

1. Read the instruction sheet before filling out this form. 
2. You must complete all applicable sections of this form 

 

 

1. Applicant Information 2. Agent Information 
Name of Applicant 
City of Fort Wayne Public Works 

Name of Agent 
USI Consultants, Inc. 

Mailing address (Street/ PO Box/ Rural Route, City, State, ZIP Code) 
200 E Berry St. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46802 

Mailing address (Street/ PO Box/ Rural Route, City, State, ZIP Code) 
8415 E. 56th St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46216 

Daytime Telephone Number 
260-427-1172 

Daytime Telephone Number 
317-946-2217 

Fax Number 
N/A 

Fax Number 
N/A 

E-mail address (optional) 
patrick.zaharako@cityoffortwayne.org 

E-mail address (optional) 
hwinebrinner@usiconsultants.com 

Contact person (required) 
Patrick Zaharako, City Engineer 

Contact person 
Heather Winebrinner 

3. Project / Tract Location 
County 
Allen 

Nearest city or town 
Fort Wayne 

U.S.G.S. Quadrangle map name (Topographic map) 
Fort Wayne West 

Project street address (if applicable) 
Adjacent to 1502 Bluffton Rd., Fort Wayne. IN 46807 

Quarter 
SE1/4,NE1/4,NE1/4,NE1/4 

Section 
15 

Township 
30 North 

Range 
12 East 

Type of aquatic resource(s) to be impacted (Attach Worksheet One.) 
St. Marys River (perennial river), UNT1 to St. Marys River 
(ephemeral stream) 

Project name or title (if applicable) 
Fort Wayne Bridge No. 358 Rehabilitation (Des. No. 1902834) 

Other location descriptions or driving directions 
From the I-465 and I-69 interchange, take I-69 N for 101 miles, then take exit 302 for Jefferson Blvd toward US-24 W and follow signs 
for Fort Wayne. In 0.9 mile turn right onto Engle Rd and turn left onto Bluffton Rd after 3.7 miles and then take Bluffton Rd to the 
project area over St. Marys River. 

4. Project Purpose and Description (Use additional sheet(s) if required.) 
Has any construction been started? 

 Yes  No 
Anticipated start date (month, day, year) 
12/11/2024 

If yes, how much work is completed? 
N/A 
Purpose of project and overview of activities 
The proposed federally funded project (Des. No. 1902834) rehabilitates Fort Wayne Bridge No. 358. The structure serves to carry 
traffic along Bluffton Rd over St Mary’s River. Fort Wayne Bridge No. 358 is located 1.2 miles west of US-27 near Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
The proposed project is to address the advanced deterioration of the existing bridge which includes the serious condition of the 
superstructure with shear cracks in multiple beams across several spans and supports. Also included in this project is the rehabilitation 
of the existing pedestrian trail located within the city park, beginning east of the St. Mary's superstructure and will carry pedestrian 
traffic under the bridge and north. For pedestrian safety on the trail, lights will be installed under the St Mary’s bridge. Details are 
included herein. As part of the rehabilitation of this trail, an existing timber bridge over an UNT will be removed  and replaced with a 
24" Type 1 Pipe.   
 
The existing superstructure is a five span prestressed concrete I-beam bridge with 332' long out to out bridge floor, with four of the five 
spans measuring 65' and one span measuring 70'. Proposed work includes beam reconstruction, replacement of the superstructure, 
and placement of aggregate for erosion and scour protection. The proposed structure is a five span continuous composite prestressed 
concrete I-beam bridge with 28' clear roadway width. The proposed rehabilitation includes placement of aggregate for end bent backfill 
and revetment riprap surrounding each pier. 
 
Please see attached for Project Description Continued 











 are heavy-duty, 
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting. 
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Permanent Impacts  below OHWM
Class 1 (18") Riprap for Scour Protection
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