
EXHIBIT 3 TO U.S. RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

Declaration of Charles C. Morris, PhD 

I, Charles C. Morris, PhD, hereby declare and say: 

1. The statements in this declaration are based on my 1 7 years of experience -

seven years working for the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) and ten 

years working for the National Park Service (NPS); on knowledge I have gained as an 

Environmental Manager with IDEM and Environmental Protection Specialist with NPS working 

on aquatic ecosystem health and sustainability, contaminant biology, environmental damage 

assessment, and environmental compliance; and on knowledge I have gained through my 

research activities and peer reviewed publication histo1y in the field of aquatic and contaminant 

biology. 

2. I received a Doctorate in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology from Indiana State

University in 2012, a Master's Degree in Environmental Science/Toxicology and Chemistry 

from Troy University in 2002, a Bachelor's Degree in Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences from 

Purdue University in 1999, and an Associate's Degree in Conservation, Law Enforcement from 

Vincennes University in 1996. 

3. One of my roles with the NPS at Indiana Dunes National Park (INDU or Park) is

lo serve as a technical expert in Aquatic Ecology and Contaminant Biology where I am 

responsible for synthesizing a range of technical information to provide 

comment/review/clarification on these materials to Park Management. It is under this role that I 

have provided statements in this declaration. 

4. All decisions related to activities described herein have been made or approved by

Park Senior Management. My role was to provide information, feedback, and recommendations 

to Park Senior Management as required/requested. The fonnal point of contact, and my 

immediate supervisor for the April 11, 2017 Spill, was Dan Plath, Chief of Natural Resources. 

The ultimate decision-making authority at Indiana Dunes National Park lies with the Park 

Superintendent, Paul Labovitz. 

5. At 10:56 AM on April 11, 2017, NPS-INDU staff received a forwarded email

containing an Incident Report (#1175399), attached, from NPS-Regional staff to advise the Park 

of a release of an "unknown" contaminant of "unknown" volume into Bums Ditch. At 12:30 PM 

Park staff received a follow-up email with a heading "Re: Hexavalent Chromium Spill," which 

attached an updated Incident Report still indicating a release of an "unknown" contaminant of 

"unknown" volume. Shortly after receiving this email NPS Regional staff contacted the Park's 

Resource Management Division, whose staff were already en route to the site at this time, and 

who provided a verbal update. Once onsite Park staff contacted the Environmental Protection 

Agency's federal on-scene coordinator, who provided Park staff with a status update. 
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