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STATE OF | NDI ANA

CVIL RIGHTS COW SSI ON

The Indiana Cvil Rights Conm ssion neeting was
held on the 25th day of JANUARY, 2013, at the Indiana
Gover nnent Center South, 402 West Washington Street,
Conference Center Room A, Indianapolis, Indiana, and
reported by me, Marjorie A Addington, Notary Public in
and for the County of Hamlton, State of Indiana, CM
CSR KS, K

The follow ng persons were present for the neeting:
Comm ssi oner Al pha Bl ackburn, Conm ssioner David Carter,
Comm ssi oner Steven Ramos, Comm ssioner Barry Baynard,
and Conmissioner Tehiji Crenshaw. Al so present are
Executive Director Jamal Smth, Deputy Director Akia
Haynes, Panel a Cook, and Debbi e Ri ncones- Chavez.

ACCURATE REPORTI NG COF | NDI ANA
WlliamF. Daniels Prop. RPR/CP CM
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COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Good nor ni ng and
wel come to the public neeting, the January public
meeting of the Indiana Cvil Rights Conm ssion. Happy
2013! In the absence of our Chairwoman | wll be
starting the neeting and perhaps hand it over to her
when she arrives.

We do have a quorum so the next item of
business is to approve and adopt the mnutes of the |ast
meeting. My | have a nmotion to do so?

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Al in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Ms. Cook, woul d you
like to deliver a financial report?

M5. COOK:  Good norni ng.

(Al'l respond "good norning".)

M5. COOK:  You've had a chance to review
the Decenber financial report |ocated in your packets.
The only thing 1'd like to nake nmention of is that we
have received the second quarterly di sbursenent for our
HUD Partnership Funds in the anount of $62,500, and at
this point we do anticipate receiving the bal ance of
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that agreement of the 125,000 by the end of this fiscal
year. |f you have any questions I'd like to entertain
those at this tine.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Are there any

questions?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Heari ng none, thank
you. And we'll continue to old business and the reports
by the Conm ssioners on conpl ai nant appeals. | wll go

first because I'mfirst on the agenda.

In the case of Heather Bass versus
Bl oom ngton Housing Authority | recommend we uphold the
finding of no reasonable cause. My | have a motion to
accept that recommendation?

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  So noved.

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Al'l in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you. M.
Cr enshaw?

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  The case of Viola
W cox, on behalf of Briley WIcox versus Seynour
Community School Corporation I'd |ike to make a notion
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we accept the Executive Director's finding of no
probabl e cause.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And may | have a
nmotion to accept that recomrendation?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Al'l in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you. M.
Ranos?

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: I n the case of
M chel | e Weat her spoon versus St. John's Lutheran Church
| recomrend that we uphold the Executive Director's
finding of no probable cause.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And may | have a
nmotion to accept that recomrendation?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Al in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Anyt hing from
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Conmi ssi oner Garci a?

M5. RI NCONES- CHAVEZ: Yes. (Good norning.
For Conmi ssioner Garcia, Lavia Parks versus Dollar Tree
is upheld to no probabl e cause. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you. My |
have a notion to accept that recommendation?

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Al in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you.
Conmi ssi oner Baynar d?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Yes. In the case of
John Garis versus Honeywel | Aerospace | would recommend
to the Conmi ssion that we uphold the finding of no
probabl e cause.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And may | have a
nmotion to accept that recomrendation?

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  So noved.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Al in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?
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(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Ckay, and
Comm ssi oner G dney, | have a menp here: "In the case
of Brooks versus Sheraton Hotels nmy recommendation is to
reverse the finding of no cause," and since he is
reversing, he added "The conpl ai nant, who is an African-
Anerican nale, sought |odging at the Sheraton and found
what he considered to be unfavorable treatnent pronpting
himto | eave. The Sheraton has not refuted the validity
of the claimant's story. The position of the Sheraton
Is that there was neither an actual, nor an actionable
refusal of services on their part because the
conpl ainant |eft by choice. M reversal recommendation
I's based on the belief that the hotel bears sone
responsibility for the conditions which pronpted the
conpl ainant to leave." And nmay | have a notion to
accept that recomendation to reverse?

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  So noved.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Second?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Okay, all in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you. New
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busi ness, assignnment of new appeals. Conm ssioner
Crenshaw, if you would review the case of Tiffini Vance
versus Steak N Shake Restaurant and Annette Pol k versus
Janes Managenent G oup.

M. Baynard, if you would review Terry
Lymon versus UAW Local 2209 and Dom nque Smth versus
M chi ana Behavi oral Heal th.

Conmmi ssi oner Ranps, Everett Harding versus
Goodwi || I'ndustries of Central |ndiana and Enrique
Rosal es versus Diversco, Inc.

And | will review CGerald Harsh versus
Honeywel | Aerospace and Travis Story versus The Judge
Goup. And I'Il review Conmi ssioner Blackburn's as
wel |, Darl ene Sharpe versus Kroger Food Store.

M5. RI NCONES- CHAVEZ: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Fi ndi ngs of fact,
conclusions of law and order. There are four. Brittany
N. Taylor versus El khart Rehabilitation Center, Sarah R
Hunt versus Subway, Tosha Vick versus Subway, and
Victoria Mnne versus Nick's Patio. My | have a notion
to accept those findings, please?

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Al in favor?

(Al'l respond "aye".)
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COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you. And there
are no consent agreenents, and so we arrive at the
admi nistrative update fromthe Executive Director.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH.  Good aft er noon.

(Al'l respond "good afternoon”.)

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Real ly quick |
wanted to touch base on a few things, specifically our
outreach and education efforts. A fewthings to note,
one is we've just cone off of our MK coordination of
events. It went very well, if | may say so nyself. W
had an event here at the State House. Wanted to give a
public congratulations or a "Thank You," if you will, to
the staff who pulled off a very successful event,
represented the Conmi ssion very, very well. Governor
Pence attended, as well as we had a good keynote speaker
and M. Gary Brackett, who was there as well.

A few things to note about that Thursday,
whi ch was January 17, if |I'mnot m staken, a very good
and diverse group of award recipients, also the second
year of us awarding our MK Art, Witing and Multimedia
Contest w nner, which is a young person throughout the
state that we give that award to in conjunction with
I ndi ana Bl ack Expo. Very, very deserving young | ady,
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Ms. Ma Geldumwas the winner this year and did very,
very well, as did the other recipients. W followed
Thursday, the 17th, by a day of service that Friday, the
morni ng of January 18th, here on MK Boul evard with a
comunity cl eanup and kind of a day of action. Governor
Pence showed up there as well to help with some cleanup,
ironically did a very good job of that, as did M. Gary
Brackett, who agreed to come out that Friday and help
participate as well, so we got a lot of good coverage.
|"mnot sure if you guys have had an
opportunity to pull up some of the nedia bites that cane
fromthat, but we had very, very good coverage for the
Agency throughout the state, so we were very excited
about that piece. Tons of nedia interviews cane out of
that wth nore than 20, 30 sone odd nmedia outlets,
i ncluding H spanic radio and TV, so we were excited
about that.

A fewthings to note in ternms of upconi ng
events. Continuing our efforts with the Burmese
community, we have a Burmese Community Qutreach Meeting
comng up in late February on the 23rd, that shoul d be
in your packet as well, as well as a list of other --
there's another one in March, a Burnese Community
Qutreach Meeting on the 9th of March, as well as the
30th of March, so we're excited about that as well.
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The Hol ocaust event cones up in April, and
as we all know, that is Fair Housing Month, so we wll
be hosting a Fair Housing Conference here in
I ndi anapolis on the 18th and we plan to make that as
conpr ehensi ve of a conference as we can come up wth,
and kind of planting the seed in the back of the
Conmi ssioners' mnds now, would | ove to have you guys
engaged in that as well.

A few housekeepi ng and personnel issues,
not "issues," but updates to give and I'll have her come
to the mke here in a mnute, but we are excited to have
onboard our new Deputy Director, Ms. Akia Haynes, who is
taking the place of M. Joshua Brewster, who noved on to
greener pastures, so we're excited to have Ms. Haynes
with us and she's here with us today.

Judge Lange, our |ong-standing ALJ, has
gone on and we are in the process of |looking to -- you

can never replace Judge Lange -- but |ooking to fil

that void as well. W had to deal with a [ot of
transitions with the change in admnistration and things
of that nature, so the process to pull in new folks is,

i f you can believe it, taking a [ ot |longer than

antici pated because governnent stuff tends to take a | ot
| onger than we would Ii ke anyway. And we're also

| ooking to hire soneone el se in our Qutreach and
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Education area, a communications specialist to help do
more in that area. W' re pushing forward and | woul d
argue that that group has been the catal yst behind a | ot
of the new events and good things that we're doing with
the Agency. W want to continue to foster that piece as
well, so those two we're still looking to fill. But,
again, we do have Ms. Haynes with us here and 1'd |ike
her to come to the m crophone and introduce herself to
the Conmission, and if you guys have any questions for

me, |'lIl take those at this tine.
COW SSI ONER RAMOS: Just to conment on the
MK session, | was there, it was done extrenely well, it

al ways has been, but | thought that was probably one of
the first things that Governor Pence had the opportunity
to speak at and | thought he did a very good job in
l'ight of being the first thing that he had to do
officially, so it was good to make sure he was there,
think that was inportant for everybody. And | didn't
hear you say much about the Youth Session in the
morni ng, but | know you had a |lot of people in the Youth
Sessi on, too.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  You know what, |
apol ogi ze for that, you're absolutely right,
Comm ssioner Ranps. Prior to the deal at the State
House we had the Youth Summt, we had nearly 400 young
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peopl e fromacross the state attend that piece in
conjunction with the Indiana State Museum That went
extrenely well, got a |lot of good feedback fromthat,
fromthe kids, of course, as well a lot of the

adm ni strators and teachers and things that brought the
kids fromvarious parts of the state. So you're
absolutely right, | apologize for that. That kind of
set the tone and the nood for the two days and it went
wel |, went off w thout a hitch.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  Yeah, it woul d be
great to get the download, the song that the young |ady
sang. | don't know if you had a chance to listen to it
but 1 highly recommend it.

EXECUTI VE D RECTOR SMTH: It was very

movi ng.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  Very novi ng.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SMTH:  W're |looking to
see if we can get -- W're hoping that the whol e event
was recorded on video and if so we'll make sure that we

at |east have either copies of that or snippets of that
that we can upload online that you guys can kind of
chine in and check out, but | agree with you, she was
phenonenal , and in ny personal opinion she represented,
you know, the whole purpose of the day very, very well.
You know, | was intentional about ny comments about it
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bei ng a diverse group of people, so, you know, we're
celebrating the legacy and life of Dr. King, right, who
advocated for all and we had a good diverse group of
peopl e from an age standpoint, froma race standpoint,
soci al and econom ¢ background status, so, you know, all
of those things played into it and we were very excited
not only for her but everyone, but, you know, to your
point, she did a phenonenal job and was, you could
argue, kind of the life of the event that day.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  Yeah, | think so.
Picture Nora Jones sitting down at the piano and playing
a song and knocking it out of the park.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH.  Yes.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  That's pretty much
what she did. Her voice was just as good. Technically,
she shoul d have a contract. W should get her on
Anerican ldol or something.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SMTH. Al right.

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW W I | you be her
agent ?

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SMTH. He's pushing to
be her agent. Any other questions for me?

(No response.)

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SMTH: At this time |'d
like to introduce Ms. Akia Haynes and | et her give you a
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little bit of background about herself.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR HAYNES: Thank you, Janal,
for your kind words. M nane is Akia Haynes, |'ma
native Hoosier, born and raised in Indianapolis. Went
away to South Bend for a little bit of time, Notre Dame
for undergrad, as well as law school. | was a Deputy
Director for about three years, | was in |icensing
enforcenent for the last portion, as well as civil
rights and enploynment for that first portion, so have a
bit of experience all over the place, and currently | am
now Deputy Director and |I'm | ooking forward to working
with you guys and working with the organi zation, so I'm
very excited about this experience. Anyone want to
| earn anything el se?

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any questions?

Ot herw se, wel cone!

DEPUTY DI RECTOR HAYNES: Thank you so nuch.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: W | ook forward to
wor ki ng with you.

DEPUTY DI RECTORY HAYNES: | look forward to
it as well.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And for the record |
woul d note that our Chair has arrived. |f she would
like, I will turn over the gavel to her. | didn't mean
to talk to you in the third person as if you weren't
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here.
COW SSI ONER BLACKBURN:  No, thank you.
Carry on. | don't want to interrupt your flow
COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Ckay. Well, that,
with the Adm nistrative Update, brings us to
announcenents. | have one. There was an additiona
thing from Comm ssioner G dney here. He wants to go on
record and commend t he Washi ngton, DC based staff of
Senat or Joe Donnelly. He found themto be extrenely
hel pful during his visit to DC for the 57th Inauguration
of President Barack Cbama. And are there any other
announcenents, observations, songs, dances?
COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  Any ot her changes
expected fromthe new adm ni stration?
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SMTH:  Not to ny
know edge, but 1've kind of learned in this line of work
that you just anticipate whatever comes and just learn
how to be good at calling them out when they do arrive,

so at this point I, you know, think that we've put
together a really good plan and the Agency is hunm ng
right along. | don't expect any changes, at |east any

adverse changes, whether it's staff, personnel or
strategic objectives, so we're |ooking forward to
pushing right al ong.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  And it wasn't on his
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radar screen fromthe speech that he had at his
I nauguration speech, so | would presune that's a safe
concl usi on.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH.  Yeah, | think if
we're not in the area of -- Well, you know, keep in mnd
that one of our pushes has been education, obviously,
which is one of the initiatives that we took on in our
strategic plan, so there is some overlap, but, you know,
we are not DOE, nor are we, you know, the policy
adm nistrators of education for the state, you know, we
just kind of -- we've adopted the idea that everyone
deserves equal access to a quality education. As the
Gvil Rights Conm ssion we want to nake sure we uphold
that piece as one of our mssions and objectives, so as
such, you know, we assune that we will have sone
conversation with, you know, the players at the table as
it relates to the disparities in education, but we don't
think that anything adm nistratively fromthe Governor's
Ofice will affect our plans here.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: | would just like to
note that | brought in an AP article from Indi anapolis
that on this sane day of the MK holiday comrenoration
Joe Hogsett, who's a US Attorney, announced the creation
of the Task Force for Gvil R ghts Enforcenent and he is
the US Attorney for the southern area of Indiana, which
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| have other information that involves the 60 counties
of southern Indiana.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Yes, of southern
I ndi ana.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Yes, and | wonder ed
when | saw it how much duplication there was and | don't
know. | do know that the southern 60 counties of
I ndiana tend to be underserved by every agency, not just
us, and | know this because in the past | have been
i nvol ved in some ADA conpliance issues and anyt hing
south of Bedford is the "WId West." There's no
official representation until you get down to the river.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: W were made
aware of that. | know you didn't put it in the form of
a question, but we are attenpting to gather as nuch
i nformation about those efforts as we can, nunber 1, to
your point, to see whether there are any duplicated
efforts going on and if so how can we col | aborate there
and prevent that duplication from happeni ng.

Two, see whether as an agency we've |eft
sone hol es sonmewhere that perhaps we need to fill and
plug in kind of fromthe Fed's viewpoint, and then, too,
it sounds |ike we've, you know, got sone nore contacts
that we need to nake as an agency, especially as it
relates to that southern half of the state. So as soon
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as we gather information for that we'll make sure that
we conmmuni cate that back to the Conmi ssion and keep you
guys informed as we nove al ong.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Since we al ready do
so much EEOC and HUD work --

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Yes, we thought
it was a bit surprising, the announcenent, especially
considering we hadn't received any phone calls or any
inquiries at all, but I will go on the record and say
that duplication is not unconmon for government at al
levels, it's unfortunate, but hopefully we can play a
part in preventing as much of that as we can.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: W certainly don't
need nore jurisdictional dispute in those areas. Are
there any nore comments or questions?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD: | have one. Since
we're in a new session of the CGeneral Assenbly, are
there any bills before the Assenbly that will affect us?

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH.  Very good
question. The short answer to that question is no.
wi |l say, though, that we received about a week ago a
l'ist of proposed statutory changes that they thought
initially would affect us. There was a state rep, his
name escapes nme at this tinme, who wanted to include the
word "disability" in a ton of different statutes, any of
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the civil statutes, and of course that was one of ours.
We had to call and say that that's already one of our
protected classes and one that we fight for currently
and so there was no need to amend that piece, and it was
kind of a teaching noment for that side of things.
However, there are some other agencies that have a
policy that affect the disabled community that they
wanted to nmake sure was added to those statutes, so we
could potentially be pulled in to, you know, perhaps
testify about what we do as an agency. That remains to
be seen. That depends on how far that proposal goes,

but as it relates to the Gvil Rights Law, the Indiana
Gvil Rights Law that creates us, there shouldn't be any
changes for that.

We will keep an eye -- Danny Lopez, who is
the other Deputy in the office, he serves "slash the
legislative liaison" and it's his job to keep an eye on
all of those things that cone down. So currently,
out side of that one, which we've kind of diffused, there
aren't any legislative proposals that would affect us as
an agency...yet. So keeping an eye on it. That's a
very good question

COW SSI ONER CARTER: I f there are no nore
questions, before we adjourn | would like to go back to
t he assignnent of appeals and instead of taking three
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wi || pass the one that was originally

assigned to Conm ssioner Blackburn back to her, that was
Dar | ene Sharpe versus Kroger Food Store.

in tine.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH.  You made it just

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And with that, --
COW SSI ONER BLACKBURN:  Lucky ne!
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: | know.
COW SSI ONER CARTER:  -- stay for

signatures if there are any.

MS. RI NCONES- CHAVEZ:  Yes.
COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And meke note of the

nmeeting dates for the year, and we are adjourned.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH.  Thank you.
(WHEREUPON, at 11:52 a.m, January 25,
2013, this meeting concluded for the day.)
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CERTI FI CATE

SS.

STATE OF | NDI ANA
COUNTY OF HAM LTON

[, Marjorie A Addington, the undersigned Court
Reporter and Notary Public residing and nalntalnlng_
offices in the Gty of Carnmel, Hamlton County, Indiana,
do hereby certify:

~That | reported to the best of ny ability in _
machi ne shorthand all of the words spoken by all parties
in attendance during the course of the hearing;

That | later reduced ny shorthand notes into the
foregoing typewitten transcript form which typewitten
transcript is a true record to the best of nmy ability of
t he heari ng;

That | amnot a relative or enploYee or attorney or
counsel of any of the parties, nor aml a relative or an
enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, and that | am not
financially interested in this action.

I N WTNESS HERETO, | have affixed ny
Notarial Seal and subscribed
signature bel ow this 25th day of
January, 2013.

Not ary Public

County of Residence: Hamlton Seal )
My Conmm ssion Expires on: August 22, 2015
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; STATE CF | NDI ANA 1 that agreement of the 125,000 by the end of this fiscal
2 year. If you have any questions I'd like to entertain
3 3 those at thistime.
4 GVIL RIGHTS COM SSICN 4 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Arethere any
5 5 questions?
6 6 (No response.)
7 The Indiana Cvil R ghts Conm ssion neeting was 7 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Hearing none, thank
8 held on the 25th day of JANUARY, 2013, at the Indiana 8 you. And we'll continue to old business and the reports
9 CGovernment Center South, 402 West Washington Street, 9 by the Commissioners on complainant appeals. 1 will go
10 cConference Center Room A, |ndianapolis, Indiana, and 10 first because I'm first on the agenda_
11 reported by me, Marjorie A Addington, Notary Public in |11 In the case of Heather Bass versus
12 and for the County of Hamilton, State of Indiana, CM |12 Bloomington Housing Authority | recommend we uphold the
13 CsR Ks, &k 13 finding of no reasonable cause. May | have amotion to
14 The fol | owing persons were present for the neeting: |14 accept that recommendation?
15 Conmi ssioner Al pha Bl ackburn, Conmissioner David Carter, |15 COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: So moved.
16 Commissioner Steven Ranps, Cormissioner Barry Baynard, 16 COMM |SS| ONER BAYNARD: Second.
17 and Conmissioner Tehiji Crenshaw. Also present are |17 COMMISSIONER CARTER: All in favor?
18 Executive Director Jamal Snith, Deputy Director Akia |18 (A” respond "aye".)
19 Haynes, Panela Cook, and Debbie Rincones-Chavez. 19 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed?
20 20 (No response.)
21 21 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. Ms.
22 22 Crenshaw?
23 Wi SR Coant e Prosy RPRI P oM 23 COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: rreceat via
o4 cx2922 Brighton Avenus 24 Wilcox, on behalf of Briley Wilcox versus Seymour
o5 (317) 848-0088 25 Community School Corporation I'd like to make amotion
Page 2 Page 4
1 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Good momingand | 1 We accept the Executive Director's finding of no
2 welcome to the public meeting, the January public 2 probable cause.
3 meeting of the Indiana Civil Rights Commission. Happy | 3 COMMISSIONER CARTER: And may | havea
4 2013! In the absence of our Chairwoman | will be 4 motion to accept that recommendation?
5 starting the meeting and perhaps hand it over to her 5 COMMISSIONER BAYNARD: So moved.
6 when she arrives. 6 COMMISSIONER RAMOS: Second.
7 We do have a quorum, so the next item of 7 COMMISSIONER CARTER: All in favor?
8 businessisto approve and adopt the minutes of thelast | 8 (All respond "aye".)
9 meeting. May | have amotion to do so? 9 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed?
10 COMMISSIONER RAMOS: So moved. 10 (No response.)
11 COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: Second. |11 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. Mr.
12 COMMISSIONER CARTER: All infavor? |12 Ramos?
13 (All respond "aye".) 13 COMMISSIONER RAMOS: In the case of
14 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed? |14 Michelle Weatherspoon versus St. John's Lutheran Church
15 (No response.) 15 | recommend that we uphold the Executive Director's
16 COMMISSIONER CARTER: ms. cook, woudyou |16 finding of no probable cause.
17 liketo deliver afinancia report? 17 COMMISSIONER CARTER: And may | havea
18 MS. COOK: Good morning. 18 motion to accept that recommendation?
19 (All respond "good morning".) 19 COMMISSIONER BAYNARD: So moved.
20 MS. COOK: You've had a chance to review |20 COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: Second.
21 the December financial report located in your packets. |21 COMMISSIONER CARTER: All in favor?
22 Theonly thing I'd like to make mention of isthat we |22 (All respond "aye".)
23 have received the second quarterly disbursement for our |23 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed?
24 HUD Partnership Funds in the amount of $62,500, and at |24 (No response.)
25 this point we do anticipate receiving the balance of |25 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Anything from
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1 Commissioner Garcia? 1 business, assignment of new appeals. Commissioner
2 MS. RINCONES-CHAVEZ: Yes. Good morning. | 2 Crenshaw, if you would review the case of Tiffini Vance
3 For Commissioner Garcia, LaviaParksversus Dollar Tree | 3 versus Steak N Shake Restaurant and Annette Polk versus
4 isupheld to no probable cause. Thank you. 4 James Management Group.
5 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. May1 | 5 Mr. Baynard, if you would review Terry
6 have amoation to accept that recommendation? 6 Lymon versus UAW Local 2209 and Dominque Smith versus
7 COMMISSIONER RAMOS: So moved. 7 Michiana Behaviora Health.
8 COMMISSIONER BAYNARD: Second. 8 Commissioner Ramos, Everett Harding versus
9 COMMISSIONER CARTER: All infavor? | 9 Goodwill Industries of Central Indiana and Enrique
10 (All respond "aye".) 10 Rosalesversus Diversco, Inc.
11 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed? |11 And | will review Gerald Harsh versus
12 (No response.) 12 Honeywell Aerospace and Travis Story versus The Judge
13 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. |13 Group. And I'll review Commissioner Blackburn's as
14 Commissioner Baynard? 14 well, Darlene Sharpe versus Kroger Food Store.
15 COMMISSIONER BAYNARD: ves inthecaseof |15 MS. RINCONES-CHAVEZ: Thank you.
16 John Garis versus Honeywell Aerospace | would recommend | 16 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Findings of fact,
17 to the Commission that we uphold the finding of no |17 conclusions of law and order. There are four. Brittany
18 probable cause. 18 N. Taylor versus Elkhart Rehabilitation Center, Sarah R.
19 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Andmay | havea |19 Hunt versus Subway, Tosha Vick versus Subway, and
20 motion to accept that recommendation? 20 VictoriaMinne versus Nick's Patio. May | have amotion
21 COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: So moved. |21 to accept those findings, please?
22 COMMISSIONER RAMOS: Second. 22 COMMISSIONER RAMOS: So moved.
23 COMMISSIONER CARTER: All infavor? |23 COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: Second.
24 (All respond "aye".) 24 COMMISSIONER CARTER: All in favor?
25 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed? |25 (All respond "aye".)
Page 6 Page 8
1 (No response.) 1 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed?
2 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Okay, and 2 (No response.)
3 Commissioner Gidney, | have amemo here: "Inthecase | 3 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. And there
4 of Brooks versus Sheraton Hotels my recommendationisto | 4 are no consent agreements, and so we arrive at the
5 reversethe finding of no cause," and since heis 5 administrative update from the Executive Director.
6 reversing, he added "The complainant, who isan African- | 6 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: oo aternoon
7 American male, sought lodging at the Sheraton and found | 7 (All respond "good afternoon".)
8 what he considered to be unfavorable treatment prompting | 8 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: realy quick1
9 himto leave. The Sheraton has not refuted the validity | 9 wanted to touch base on afew things, specifically our
10 of the claimant's story. The position of the Sheraton |10 outreach and education efforts. A few things to note,
11 isthat there was neither an actual, nor an actionable |11 oneisweve just come off of our MLK coordination of
12 refusal of services on their part because the 12 events. It went very well, if | may say so mysdlf. We
13 complainant left by choice. My reversal recommendation |13 had an event here at the State House. Wanted to give a
14 isbased on the belief that the hotel bears some 14 public congratulations or a"Thank You," if you will, to
15 responsibility for the conditions which prompted the |15 the staff who pulled off avery successful event,
16 complainant to leave." And may | haveamotionto |16 represented the Commission very, very well. Governor
17 accept that recommendation to reverse? 17 Pence attended, as well as we had a good keynote speaker
18 COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: So moved. |18 and Mr. Gary Brackett, who was there as well.
19 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Second? 19 A few things to note about that Thursday,
20 COMMISSIONER BAYNARD: Second. 20 which was January 17, if I'm not mistaken, a very good
21 COMMISSIONER CARTER: okay, dll infavor? | 21 and diverse group of award recipients, also the second
22 (All respond "aye".) 22 year of us awarding our MLK Art, Writing and Multimedia
23 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any opposed? |23 Contest winner, which is ayoung person throughout the
24 (Noresponse.) 24 dtate that we give that award to in conjunction with
25 COMMISSIONER CARTER: Thank you. New |25 IndianaBlack Expo. Very, very deserving young lady,
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Ms. Mia Gjeldum was the winner this year and did very,
very well, as did the other recipients. We followed
Thursday, the 17th, by aday of service that Friday, the
morning of January 18th, here on MLK Boulevard with a
community cleanup and kind of a day of action. Governor
Pence showed up there as well to help with some cleanup,
ironically did avery good job of that, asdid Mr. Gary
Brackett, who agreed to come out that Friday and help
participate as well, so we got alot of good coverage.

I'm not sureif you guys have had an
opportunity to pull up some of the media bites that came
from that, but we had very, very good coverage for the
Agency throughout the state, so we were very excited
about that piece. Tons of mediainterviews came out of
that with more than 20, 30 some odd media outlets,
including Hispanic radio and TV, so we were excited
about that.

A few things to note in terms of upcoming
events. Continuing our efforts with the Burmese
community, we have a Burmese Community Outreach Meeting
coming up in late February on the 23rd, that should be
in your packet aswell, aswell asalist of other --
there's another one in March, a Burmese Community
Outreach Meeting on the 9th of March, aswell asthe
30th of March, so we're excited about that as well.
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Education area, a communications specialist to help do
morein that area. We're pushing forward and | would
argue that that group has been the catalyst behind alot
of the new events and good things that we're doing with
the Agency. We want to continue to foster that piece as
well, so those two we're still looking to fill. Buit,
again, we do have Ms. Haynes with us here and I'd like
her to come to the microphone and introduce herself to
the Commission, and if you guys have any questions for
me, I'll take those at this time.

COMMISSIONER RAMOS: aust to comment on the
MLK session, | was there, it was done extremely well, it
aways has been, but | thought that was probably one of
the first things that Governor Pence had the opportunity
to speak at and | thought he did avery good job in
light of being the first thing that he had to do
officialy, so it was good to make sure he was there, |
think that was important for everybody. And | didn't
hear you say much about the Y outh Session in the
morning, but | know you had alot of people in the Y outh
Session, too.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: vakonuha.
apologize for that, you're absolutely right,
Commissioner Ramos. Prior to the deal at the State
House we had the Y outh Summit, we had nearly 400 young
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The Holocaust event comes up in April, and
aswe al know, that is Fair Housing Month, so we will
be hosting a Fair Housing Conference herein
Indianapolis on the 18th and we plan to make that as
comprehensive of a conference as we can come up with,
and kind of planting the seed in the back of the
Commissioners minds now, would love to have you guys
engaged in that as well.

A few housekeeping and personnel issues,
not "issues," but updates to give and I'll have her come
to the mike here in a minute, but we are excited to have
onboard our new Deputy Director, Ms. Akia Haynes, who is
taking the place of Mr. Joshua Brewster, who moved on to
greener pastures, so we're excited to have Ms. Haynes
with us and she's here with us today.

Judge Lange, our long-standing ALJ, has
gone on and we are in the process of looking to -- you
can never replace Judge Lange -- but looking to fill
that void aswell. We had to deal with alot of
transitions with the change in administration and things
of that nature, so the processto pull in new folksis,
if you can believeit, taking alot longer than
anticipated because government stuff tends to take alot
longer than we would like anyway. And we're also
looking to hire someone else in our Outreach and
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people from across the state attend that piecein
conjunction with the Indiana State Museum. That went
extremely well, got alot of good feedback from that,
from the kids, of course, aswell alot of the
administrators and teachers and things that brought the
kids from various parts of the state. So you're
absolutely right, | apologize for that. That kind of
set the tone and the mood for the two days and it went
well, went off without a hitch.

COMMISSIONER RAMOS: Yeah, it would be
great to get the download, the song that the young lady
sang. | don't know if you had a chanceto listen to it
but I highly recommend it.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: itwasvery
moving.

COMMISSIONER RAMOS: Very moving.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: weretooxingto
seeif we can get -- We're hoping that the whole event
was recorded on video and if so we'll make sure that we
at least have either copies of that or snippets of that
that we can upload online that you guys can kind of
chimein and check out, but | agree with you, she was
phenomenal, and in my personal opinion she represented,
you know, the whole purpose of the day very, very well.
Y ou know, | was intentional about my comments about it
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being a diverse group of people, so, you know, we're
celebrating the legacy and life of Dr. King, right, who
advocated for al and we had a good diverse group of
people from an age standpoint, from a race standpoint,
social and economic background status, so, you know, all
of those things played into it and we were very excited
not only for her but everyone, but, you know, to your
point, she did a phenomenal job and was, you could
argue, kind of the life of the event that day.

COMMISSIONER RAMOS: Yeah, | think so.
Picture Nora Jones sitting down at the piano and playing
a song and knocking it out of the park.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: Yes.

COMMISSIONER RAMOS: That's pretty much
what shedid. Her voicewasjust asgood. Technicaly,
she should have a contract. We should get her on
American Idol or something.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: All right.

COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW: will you be her
agent?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: hespusingto
be her agent. Any other questions for me?

(No response.)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: attistimerd
like to introduce Ms. AkiaHaynes and let her giveyou a
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here.

COMMISSIONER BLACKBURN: no, thank you
Carry on. | don't want to interrupt your flow.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Okay. Well, that,
with the Administrative Update, brings usto
announcements. | have one. There was an additional
thing from Commissioner Gidney here. He wantsto go on
record and commend the Washington, DC based staff of
Senator Joe Donnelly. He found them to be extremely
helpful during hisvisit to DC for the 57th Inauguration
of President Barack Obama. And are there any other
announcements, observations, songs, dances?

COMMISSIONER RAMOS: Any other changes
expected from the new administration?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: Not to my
knowledge, but I've kind of learned in this line of work
that you just anticipate whatever comes and just learn
how to be good at calling them out when they do arrive,
so at this point I, you know, think that we've put
together areally good plan and the Agency is humming
right along. | don't expect any changes, at |east any
adverse changes, whether it's staff, personnel or
strategic objectives, so we're looking forward to
pushing right along.

COMMISSIONER RAMOS: And it wasn't on his
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little bit of background about herself.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR HAY NES: thak you, sama,
for your kind words. My nameis AkiaHaynes, I'm a
native Hoosier, born and raised in Indianapolis. Went
away to South Bend for alittle bit of time, Notre Dame
for undergrad, aswell aslaw school. | was a Deputy
Director for about three years, | wasin licensing
enforcement for the last portion, as well as civil
rights and employment for that first portion, so have a
bit of experience all over the place, and currently | am
now Deputy Director and I'm looking forward to working
with you guys and working with the organization, so I'm
very excited about this experience. Anyone want to
learn anything else?

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Any questions?
Otherwise, welcomel

DEPUTY DIRECTOR HAY NES: rrari yousomuen

COMMISSIONER CARTER: we ook forward to
working with you.

DEPUTY DIRECTORY HAY NES: i oo foviardto
itaswell.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Andfor the record |
would note that our Chair has arrived. 1f she would
like, | will turn over the gavel to her. | didn't mean
to talk to you in the third person as if you weren't
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radar screen from the speech that he had at his
inauguration speech, so | would presume that's a safe
conclusion.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: ven, i tinit
we're not in the area of -- Well, you know, keep in mind
that one of our pushes has been education, obviously,
which isone of the initiatives that we took on in our
strategic plan, so there is some overlap, but, you know,
we are not DOE, nor are we, you know, the policy
administrators of education for the state, you know, we
just kind of -- we've adopted the idea that everyone
deserves equal accessto aquality education. Asthe
Civil Rights Commission we want to make sure we uphold
that piece as one of our missions and objectives, so as
such, you know, we assume that we will have some
conversation with, you know, the players at the table as
it relates to the disparities in education, but we don't
think that anything administratively from the Governor's
Office will affect our plans here.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: I wouldjust liketo
note that | brought in an AP article from Indianapolis
that on this same day of the MLK holiday commemoration
Joe Hogsett, who's a US Attorney, announced the creation
of the Task Force for Civil Rights Enforcement and heis
the US Attorney for the southern area of Indiana, which
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| have other information that involves the 60 counties
of southern Indiana.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: ves of souther
Indiana.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Yes, and I wondered
when | saw it how much duplication there was and | don't
know. | do know that the southern 60 counties of
Indianatend to be underserved by every agency, not just
us, and | know this because in the past | have been
involved in some ADA compliance issues and anything
south of Bedford isthe "Wild West." There'sno
official representation until you get down to the river.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: weweremae
aware of that. | know you didn't put it in the form of
aquestion, but we are attempting to gather as much
information about those efforts as we can, number 1, to
your point, to see whether there are any duplicated
efforts going on and if so how can we collaborate there
and prevent that duplication from happening.

Two, see whether as an agency we've left
some holes somewhere that perhaps we need to fill and
plug in kind of from the Fed's viewpoint, and then, too,
it sounds like we've, you know, got some more contacts
that we need to make as an agency, especially asit
relates to that southern half of the state. So as soon
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the civil statutes, and of course that was one of ours.
We had to call and say that that's already one of our
protected classes and one that we fight for currently
and so there was no need to amend that piece, and it was
kind of ateaching moment for that side of things.
However, there are some other agencies that have a
policy that affect the disabled community that they
wanted to make sure was added to those statutes, so we
could potentially be pulled in to, you know, perhaps
testify about what we do as an agency. That remainsto
be seen. That depends on how far that proposal goes,
but asit relatesto the Civil Rights Law, the Indiana
Civil Rights Law that creates us, there shouldn't be any
changesfor that.

We will keep an eye -- Danny Lopez, who is
the other Deputy in the office, he serves "dash the
legidative liaison" and it's hisjob to keep an eye on
all of those things that come down. So currently,
outside of that one, which we've kind of diffused, there
aren't any legislative proposals that would affect us as
an agency...yet. So keeping aneyeonit. That'sa
very good question.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: if there are no more
guestions, before we adjourn | would like to go back to
the assignment of appeals and instead of taking three
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as we gather information for that we'll make sure that
we communicate that back to the Commission and keep you
guys informed as we move along.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: Since we already do
so much EEOC and HUD work --

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: ves wethougtt
it was a bit surprising, the announcement, especially
considering we hadn't received any phone calls or any
inquiriesat al, but | will go on the record and say
that duplication is not uncommon for government at all
levels, it's unfortunate, but hopefully we can play a
part in preventing as much of that as we can.

COMMISSIONER CARTER: we certainly don't
need more jurisdictional disputein those areas. Are
there any more comments or questions?

COMMISSIONER BAY NARD: | have one. since
werein anew session of the General Assembly, are
there any bills before the Assembly that will affect us?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: very good
question. The short answer to that questionisno. |
will say, though, that we received about aweek ago a
list of proposed statutory changes that they thought
initially would affect us. There was a state rep, his
name escapes me at thistime, who wanted to include the
word "disability" in aton of different statutes, any of
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appeals, | will pass the one that was originally
assigned to Commissioner Blackburn back to her, that was
Darlene Sharpe versus Kroger Food Store.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: voumeitjus
intime.
COMMISSIONER CARTER: And with that, --
COMMISSIONER BLACKBURN: Lucky me!
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: I know.
COMMISSIONER CARTER: -- stay for
signaturesif there are any.
MS. RINCONES-CHAVEZ: Yes.
COMM |SS| ONER CARTER: And make note of the
meeting dates for the year, and we are adjourned.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH: Thank you.
(WHEREUPON, at 11:52 am., January 25,
2013, this meeting concluded for the day.)
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STATE OF | NDI ANA

ClVIL R GHTS COW SS|I ON

The Indiana Cvil R ghts Conm ssion neeting was
held on the 25th day of JANUARY, 2013, at the Indiana
Gover nment Center South, 402 West Washi ngton Street,
Conf erence Center Room A, |ndianapolis, Indiana, and
reported by me, Marjorie A Addington, Notary Public in
and for the County of Hamlton, State of |ndiana, CM
CSR. KS, K

The foll ow ng persons were present for the neeting:
Commi ssi oner Al pha Bl ackburn, Conm ssioner David Carter,
Comm ssi oner Steven Ranbs, Conmi ssioner Barry Baynard,
and Conmm ssioner Tehiji Crenshaw. Al so present are
Executive Director Jamal Smth, Deputy Director AKkia

Haynes, Pamel a Cook, and Debbi e Ri ncones- Chavez.

ACCURATE REPCORTI NG OF | NDI ANA
WlliamF. Daniels Prop. RPR/ CP CM
12922 Bri ghton Avenue
Carnel, |Indiana 46032
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COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Good norni ng and
wel cone to the public neeting, the January public
neeting of the Indiana Cvil Rights Conm ssion. Happy
2013! In the absence of our Chairwoman | wll be
starting the neeting and perhaps hand it over to her
when she arrives.

We do have a quorum so the next item of
busi ness is to approve and adopt the m nutes of the | ast
nmeeting. May | have a notion to do so?

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: So noved.

COMM SSI ONER CRENSHAW  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  All in favor?

(Al respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Ms. Cook, would you
li ke to deliver a financial report?

M. COCK: Good norning.

(Al'l respond "good norning".)

MS. COOK: You've had a chance to review
t he Decenber financial report |ocated in your packets.
The only thing 1'd like to make nmention of is that we
have recei ved the second quarterly di sbursenent for our
HUD Partnership Funds in the anount of $62,500, and at

this point we do anticipate receiving the bal ance of
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t hat agreenment of the 125,000 by the end of this fiscal
year. |If you have any questions I'd like to entertain
t hose at this tine.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Are there any
questi ons?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Hearing none, thank
you. And we'll continue to old business and the reports
by the Conmm ssioners on conpl ai nant appeals. | will go
first because I'mfirst on the agenda.

In the case of Heat her Bass versus
Bl oom ngt on Housing Authority |I recomend we uphold the
finding of no reasonable cause. May | have a notion to
accept that recomendati on?

COMM SSI ONER CRENSHAW  So npved.

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  All in favor?

(Al respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you. Ms.

Cr enshaw?

COWM SSI ONER CRENSHAW  The case of Viola

W | cox, on behalf of Briley WI cox versus Seynour

Community School Corporation |I'd |ike to make a noti on
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we accept the Executive Director's finding of no

pr obabl e cause.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: And may | have a

notion to accept that recommendati on?

Ranos?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD: So noved.
COWM SSI ONER RAMOS: Second.
COW SSI ONER CARTER:  All in favor?
(Al respond "aye".)

COWM SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?
(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Thank you. M.

COW SSI ONER RAMCS: In the case of

M chel | e Weat her spoon versus St. John's Lut heran Church

| recomrend that we uphold the Executive Director's

finding of no probabl e cause.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: And may | have a

noti on to accept that reconmmendati on?

COVW SSI ONER BAYNARD: So noved.
COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW  Second.
COW SSI ONER CARTER: Al in favor?

(Al respond "aye".)
COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?
(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Anything from
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Conmmi ssi oner Garci a?
MS. RI NCONES- CHAVEZ: Yes. (Good norni ng.
For Conm ssioner Garcia, Lavia Parks versus Dollar Tree
is upheld to no probable cause. Thank you.
COW SSI ONER CARTER: Thank you. WMay |
have a notion to accept that recomendati on?
COW SSI ONER RAMOS: So noved.
COWM SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Second.
COW SSI ONER CARTER:  All in favor?

(Al respond "aye".)

COWMWM SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Thank you.
Conmm ssi oner Baynard?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Yes. In the case of
John Garis versus Honeywell|l Aerospace | would recommend
to the Conm ssion that we uphold the finding of no
pr obabl e cause.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And may | have a
noti on to accept that reconmmendati on?

COMM SSI ONER CRENSHAW  So npved.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  All in favor?

(Al respond "aye".)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Any opposed?
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(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Ckay, and
Commi ssioner G dney, | have a neno here: "In the case
of Brooks versus Sheraton Hotels ny recommendation is to
reverse the finding of no cause,” and since he is
reversi ng, he added "The conpl ainant, who is an Afri can-
Anerican nmal e, sought | odging at the Sheraton and found
what he considered to be unfavorabl e treatnent pronpting
himto | eave. The Sheraton has not refuted the validity
of the claimant's story. The position of the Sheraton
is that there was neither an actual, nor an actionable
refusal of services on their part because the
conpl ai nant | eft by choice. M reversal recomendation
IS based on the belief that the hotel bears sone
responsibility for the conditions which pronpted the
conpl ainant to |l eave.” And nay | have a notion to
accept that recommendati on to reverse?

COWM SSI ONER CRENSHAW  So noved.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Second?

COW SSI ONER BAYNARD:  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Ckay, all in favor?

(Al respond "aye".)
COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any opposed?
(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Thank you. New
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busi ness, assignnent of new appeals. Conm ssioner
Crenshaw, if you would review the case of Tiffini Vance
versus Steak N Shake Restaurant and Annette Pol k versus
James Managenment G oup.

M. Baynard, if you would review Terry
Lynon versus UAW Local 2209 and Dom nque Smith versus
M chi ana Behavi oral Heal th.

Conmmi ssi oner Ranbs, Everett Harding versus
Goodwi || I ndustries of Central |ndiana and Enrique
Rosal es versus Diversco, |Inc.

And | will review Gerald Harsh versus
Honeywel | Aerospace and Travis Story versus The Judge
Goup. And I'll review Conmm ssi oner Bl ackburn's as
wel |, Darl ene Sharpe versus Kroger Food Store.

MS. RI NCONES- CHAVEZ: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Fi ndi ngs of fact,
conclusions of |aw and order. There are four. Brittany
N. Tayl or versus El khart Rehabilitation Center, Sarah R
Hunt versus Subway, Tosha Vi ck versus Subway, and
Victoria Mnne versus Nick's Patio. My | have a notion
to accept those findings, please?

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: So noved.

COMM SSI ONER CRENSHAW  Second.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  All in favor?

(Al respond "aye".)
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COW SSI ONER CARTER: Any opposed?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Thank you. And there
are no consent agreenments, and so we arrive at the
adm ni strative update fromthe Executive Director.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Good aft ernoon.

(Al'l respond "good afternoon".)

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: Real | y qui ck
wanted to touch base on a few things, specifically our
outreach and education efforts. A few things to note,
one is we've just cone off of our MK coordination of
events. It went very well, if |I may say so nyself. W
had an event here at the State House. Wanted to give a
public congratul ations or a "Thank You," if you wll, to
the staff who pulled off a very successful event,
represented the Conmm ssion very, very well. Governor
Pence attended, as well as we had a good keynote speaker
and M. Gary Brackett, who was there as well.

A few things to note about that Thursday,
whi ch was January 17, if |I'mnot m staken, a very good
and di verse group of award recipients, also the second
year of us awarding our MK Art, Witing and Miul ti nedi a
Cont est wi nner, which is a young person throughout the
state that we give that award to in conjunction wth

I ndi ana Bl ack Expo. Very, very deserving young | ady,
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Ms. Ma Geldumwas the winner this year and did very,
very well, as did the other recipients. W foll owed
Thur sday, the 17th, by a day of service that Friday, the
nmor ni ng of January 18th, here on MK Boul evard with a
community cleanup and kind of a day of action. Governor
Pence showed up there as well to help with sone cl eanup,
ironically did a very good job of that, as did M. Gary
Brackett, who agreed to cone out that Friday and help
participate as well, so we got a | ot of good coverage.
l'mnot sure if you guys have had an
opportunity to pull up sone of the nedia bites that cane
fromthat, but we had very, very good coverage for the
Agency throughout the state, so we were very excited
about that piece. Tons of nedia interview canme out of
that with nore than 20, 30 sone odd nedia outl ets,
i ncl udi ng H spanic radio and TV, so we were excited
about that.

A few things to note in terns of upcom ng
events. Continuing our efforts with the Burnese
community, we have a Burnese Community Qutreach Meeting
coming up in late February on the 23rd, that shoul d be
i n your packet as well, as well as a |list of other --

t here's another one in March, a Burnese Community
Qutreach Meeting on the 9th of March, as well as the

30th of March, so we're excited about that as well.
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The Hol ocaust event cones up in April, and
as we all know, that is Fair Housing Month, so we wll
be hosting a Fair Housi ng Conference here in
| ndi anapolis on the 18th and we plan to nake that as
conpr ehensi ve of a conference as we can cone up wth,
and kind of planting the seed in the back of the
Comm ssioners' mnds now, would | ove to have you guys
engaged in that as well.

A few housekeepi ng and personnel issues,
not "issues," but updates to give and I'll have her cone
to the mke here in a mnute, but we are excited to have
onboard our new Deputy Director, M. Akia Haynes, who is
taking the place of M. Joshua Brewster, who noved on to
greener pastures, so we're excited to have Ms. Haynes
with us and she's here with us today.

Judge Lange, our | ong-standi ng ALJ, has

gone on and we are in the process of looking to -- you
can never replace Judge Lange -- but |looking to fill
that void as well. W had to deal with a | ot of

transitions with the change in adm ni strati on and t hi ngs
of that nature, so the process to pull in new folks is,
if you can believe it, taking a | ot |onger than

antici pated because governnent stuff tends to take a | ot
| onger than we would |i ke anyway. And we're al so

| ooking to hire soneone else in our Qutreach and
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Educati on area, a conmuni cations specialist to help do
nore in that area. W're pushing forward and | woul d
argue that that group has been the catal yst behind a | ot
of the new events and good things that we're doing with
t he Agency. W want to continue to foster that piece as
well, so those two we're still looking to fill. But,
again, we do have Ms. Haynes with us here and 1'd |i ke
her to conme to the m crophone and introduce herself to
t he Conmm ssion, and if you guys have any questions for
me, |'lIl take those at this tine.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: Just to comment on the
MLK session, | was there, it was done extrenely well, it
al wvays has been, but | thought that was probably one of
the first things that Governor Pence had the opportunity
to speak at and | thought he did a very good job in
i ght of being the first thing that he had to do
officially, so it was good to make sure he was there, |
think that was inportant for everybody. And | didn't
hear you say nuch about the Youth Session in the
nor ni ng, but | know you had a | ot of people in the Youth
Sessi on, too.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  You know what, |
apol ogi ze for that, you're absolutely right,
Commi ssioner Ranpbs. Prior to the deal at the State

House we had the Youth Sunmmt, we had nearly 400 young
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people fromacross the state attend that piece in
conjunction with the Indiana State Museum That went
extrenely well, got a |ot of good feedback fromthat,
fromthe kids, of course, as well a |lot of the

adm ni strators and teachers and things that brought the
kids fromvarious parts of the state. So you're
absolutely right, | apologize for that. That kind of
set the tone and the nood for the two days and it went
well, went off w thout a hitch.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: Yeah, it woul d be
great to get the downl oad, the song that the young | ady
sang. | don't know if you had a chance to listen to it
but | highly recommend it.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: It was very

nmovi ng.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: Very novi ng.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SMTH: W're looking to
see if we can get -- W're hoping that the whol e event
was recorded on video and if so we'll make sure that we

at | east have either copies of that or snippets of that
t hat we can upload online that you guys can kind of
chime in and check out, but | agree with you, she was
phenomenal , and in ny personal opinion she represented,
you know, the whol e purpose of the day very, very well.

You know, | was intentional about ny coments about it
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bei ng a di verse group of people, so, you know, we're
celebrating the legacy and life of Dr. King, right, who
advocated for all and we had a good diverse group of
peopl e from an age standpoint, froma race standpoint,
soci al and econom ¢ background status, so, you know, all
of those things played into it and we were very excited
not only for her but everyone, but, you know, to your
poi nt, she did a phenonenal job and was, you could
argue, kind of the life of the event that day.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: Yeah, | think so.
Picture Nora Jones sitting down at the piano and pl ayi ng
a song and knocking it out of the park.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: That's pretty nuch
what she did. Her voice was just as good. Technically,
she should have a contract. W should get her on
Anerican | dol or sonething.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: Al right.

COW SSI ONER CRENSHAW W I | you be her
agent ?

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: He's pushing to
be her agent. Any other questions for ne?

(No response.)

13

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH. At this tinme |I'd

i ke to introduce Ms. Akia Haynes and | et her give you a
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little bit of background about herself.

DEPUTY DI RECTOR HAYNES: Thank you, Janal
for your kind words. M nane is Akia Haynes, |1'ma
nati ve Hoosier, born and raised in |Indianapolis. Went
away to South Bend for a little bit of time, Notre Dane
for undergrad, as well as |law school. | was a Deputy
Director for about three years, | was in |licensing
enforcenent for the last portion, as well as civil
ri ghts and enploynent for that first portion, so have a
bit of experience all over the place, and currently I am
now Deputy Director and |I'm |l ooking forward to working
with you guys and working with the organi zation, so |I'm
very excited about this experience. Anyone want to
| earn anyt hi ng el se?

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Any questi ons?
Q herw se, wel cone!

DEPUTY DI RECTOR HAYNES: Thank you so nuch.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  We | ook forward to

wor king with you.

DEPUTY DI RECTORY HAYNES: | | ook forward to
it as well.

COWM SSI ONER CARTER: And for the record |
woul d note that our Chair has arrived. |If she would
like, I will turn over the gavel to her. | didn't nean

totalk to you in the third person as if you weren't
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her e.

COW SSI ONER BLACKBURN: No, thank you.
Carry on. | don't want to interrupt your fl ow

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Okay. Well, that,
with the Adm nistrative Update, brings us to
announcenents. | have one. There was an additi onal
thing from Conm ssi oner G dney here. He wants to go on
record and commend the Washi ngton, DC based staff of
Senat or Joe Donnelly. He found themto be extrenely
hel pful during his visit to DC for the 57th | nauguration
of President Barack Obama. And are there any ot her
announcenents, observati ons, songs, dances?

COW SSI ONER RAMOS: Any ot her changes
expected fromthe new adm ni strati on?

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: Not to ny
know edge, but 1've kind of learned in this |ine of work
that you just anticipate whatever conmes and just |earn
how to be good at calling them out when they do arrive,
so at this point I, you know, think that we've put
together a really good plan and the Agency is hunm ng
right along. | don't expect any changes, at |east any
adverse changes, whether it's staff, personnel or
strategic objectives, so we're looking forward to
pushi ng right al ong.

COW SSI ONER RAMOS:  And it wasn't on his
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radar screen fromthe speech that he had at his
I naugur ati on speech, so | would presune that's a safe
concl usi on.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SMTH:  Yeah, | think if
we're not in the area of -- Well, you know, keep in m nd
t hat one of our pushes has been educati on, obviously,
which is one of the initiatives that we took on in our
strategic plan, so there is sone overlap, but, you know,
we are not DOE, nor are we, you know, the policy
adm ni strators of education for the state, you know, we
just kind of -- we've adopted the idea that everyone
deserves equal access to a quality education. As the
Cvil R ghts Comm ssion we want to make sure we uphold
t hat piece as one of our m ssions and objectives, so as
such, you know, we assune that we will have sone
conversation with, you know, the players at the table as
it relates to the disparities in education, but we don't

think that anything admnistratively fromthe Governor's

Ofice wll affect our plans here.
COW SSI ONER CARTER: | would just like to
note that | brought in an AP article from I ndi anapolis

that on this sanme day of the MK holiday comrenoration
Joe Hogsett, who's a US Attorney, announced the creation
of the Task Force for Cvil R ghts Enforcenent and he is

the US Attorney for the southern area of |ndiana, which
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| have other information that involves the 60 counties
of sout hern | ndi ana.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Yes, of southern
| ndi ana.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  Yes, and | wondered
when | saw it how nuch duplication there was and | don't
know. | do know that the southern 60 counties of
I ndi ana tend to be underserved by every agency, not just
us, and | know this because in the past | have been
i nvol ved in sone ADA conpliance i ssues and anyt hi ng
south of Bedford is the "WIld West." There's no
official representation until you get down to the river.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: We were nuade
aware of that. | know you didn't put it in the form of
a question, but we are attenpting to gather as nuch
I nformati on about those efforts as we can, nunber 1, to
your point, to see whether there are any duplicated
efforts going on and if so how can we coll aborate there
and prevent that duplication from happeni ng.

Two, see whet her as an agency we've |eft
sonme hol es sonewhere that perhaps we need to fill and
plug in kind of fromthe Fed's vi ewoint, and then, too,
it sounds |like we've, you know, got sone nobre contacts
that we need to nake as an agency, especially as it

relates to that southern half of the state. So as soon
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as we gather information for that we'll make sure that
we conmuni cate that back to the Comm ssion and keep you
guys i nforned as we nove al ong.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: Since we al ready do
so much EECC and HUD work - -

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Yes, we thought
it was a bit surprising, the announcenent, especially
considering we hadn't received any phone calls or any
inquiries at all, but I will go on the record and say
t hat duplication is not unconmmon for governnment at al
|l evels, it's unfortunate, but hopefully we can play a
part in preventing as much of that as we can.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: We certainly don't
need nore jurisdictional dispute in those areas. Are
t here any nore comments or questions?

COWM SSI ONER BAYNARD: | have one. Since
we're in a new session of the General Assenbly, are
there any bills before the Assenbly that wll affect us?

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Very good
question. The short answer to that question is no. |
w || say, though, that we received about a week ago a
| i st of proposed statutory changes that they thought
initially would affect us. There was a state rep, his
name escapes ne at this tinme, who wanted to include the

word "disability” in a ton of different statutes, any of
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the civil statutes, and of course that was one of ours.
We had to call and say that that's al ready one of our
protected cl asses and one that we fight for currently
and so there was no need to anend that piece, and it was
ki nd of a teaching nonent for that side of things.
However, there are sone ot her agencies that have a
policy that affect the disabled comunity that they
wanted to nmake sure was added to those statutes, so we
could potentially be pulled in to, you know, perhaps
testify about what we do as an agency. That renains to
be seen. That depends on how far that proposal goes,
but as it relates to the Cvil R ghts Law, the |Indi ana
Cvil R ghts Law that creates us, there shouldn't be any
changes for that.

W will keep an eye -- Danny Lopez, who is
t he other Deputy in the office, he serves "slash the
| egislative liaison" and it's his job to keep an eye on
all of those things that conme down. So currently,
out si de of that one, which we've kind of diffused, there
aren't any l|legislative proposals that would affect us as
an agency...yet. So keeping an eye on it. That's a
very good questi on.

COWMW SSI ONER CARTER: If there are no nore
questions, before we adjourn | would |like to go back to

t he assi gnment of appeals and instead of taking three
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appeals, | wll pass the one that was originally
assi gned to Conmm ssioner Bl ackburn back to her, that was
Dar| ene Shar pe versus Kroger Food Store.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  You nmde it just
in tinme.

COW SSI ONER CARTER:  And wth that, --

COW SSI ONER BLACKBURN: Lucky ne!

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH: I know.

COW SSI ONER CARTER: -- stay for
signatures if there are any.

M5. RI NCONES- CHAVEZ:  Yes.

COWMM SSI ONER CARTER: And nake note of the
nmeeting dates for the year, and we are adj ourned.

EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR SM TH:  Thank you.

(WHEREUPQN, at 11:52 a.m, January 25,

2013, this neeting concluded for the day.)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF | NDI ANA
SS:
COUNTY OF HAM LTON

|, Marjorie A Addi ngton, the undersigned Court
Reporter and Notary Public residing and naintai ni ng
offices in the Cty of Carnel, Ham |l ton County, | ndiana,
do hereby certify:

That | reported to the best of ny ability in
machi ne shorthand all of the words spoken by all parties
i n attendance during the course of the hearing;

That | later reduced ny shorthand notes into the
foregoing typewitten transcript form which typewitten
transcript is a true record to the best of ny ability of
t he heari ng;

That | amnot a relative or enployee or attorney or
counsel of any of the parties, nor aml a relative or an
enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, and that | am not

financially interested in this action.

IN WTNESS HERETO, | have affixed ny
Not ari al Seal and subscri bed ny
signature below this 25th day of
January, 2013.

Not ary Public
County of Residence: Hamlton (Seal)
My Conmi ssion Expires on: August 22, 2015
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            1                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Good morning and



            2  welcome to the public meeting, the January public



            3  meeting of the Indiana Civil Rights Commission.  Happy



            4  2013!  In the absence of our Chairwoman I will be



            5  starting the meeting and perhaps hand it over to her



            6  when she arrives.



            7                We do have a quorum, so the next item of



            8  business is to approve and adopt the minutes of the last



            9  meeting.  May I have a motion to do so?



           10                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  So moved.



           11                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  Second.



           12                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All in favor?



           13                (All respond "aye".)



           14                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?



           15                (No response.)



           16                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Ms. Cook, would you



           17  like to deliver a financial report?



           18                MS. COOK:  Good morning.



           19                (All respond "good morning".)



           20                MS. COOK:  You've had a chance to review



           21  the December financial report located in your packets.



           22  The only thing I'd like to make mention of is that we



           23  have received the second quarterly disbursement for our



           24  HUD Partnership Funds in the amount of $62,500, and at



           25  this point we do anticipate receiving the balance of
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            1  that agreement of the 125,000 by the end of this fiscal



            2  year.  If you have any questions I'd like to entertain



            3  those at this time.



            4                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Are there any



            5  questions?



            6                (No response.)



            7                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Hearing none, thank



            8  you.  And we'll continue to old business and the reports



            9  by the Commissioners on complainant appeals.  I will go



           10  first because I'm first on the agenda.



           11                In the case of Heather Bass versus



           12  Bloomington Housing Authority I recommend we uphold the



           13  finding of no reasonable cause.  May I have a motion to



           14  accept that recommendation?



           15                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  So moved.



           16                COMMISSIONER BAYNARD:  Second.



           17                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All in favor?



           18                (All respond "aye".)



           19                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?



           20                (No response.)



           21                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.  Ms.



           22  Crenshaw?



           23                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  The case of Viola



           24  Wilcox, on behalf of Briley Wilcox versus Seymour



           25  Community School Corporation I'd like to make a motion
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            1  we accept the Executive Director's finding of no



            2  probable cause.



            3                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  And may I have a



            4  motion to accept that recommendation?



            5                COMMISSIONER BAYNARD:  So moved.



            6                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  Second.



            7                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All in favor?



            8                (All respond "aye".)



            9                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?



           10                (No response.)



           11                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.  Mr.



           12  Ramos?



           13                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  In the case of



           14  Michelle Weatherspoon versus St. John's Lutheran Church



           15  I recommend that we uphold the Executive Director's



           16  finding of no probable cause.



           17                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  And may I have a



           18  motion to accept that recommendation?



           19                COMMISSIONER BAYNARD:  So moved.



           20                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  Second.



           21                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All in favor?



           22                (All respond "aye".)



           23                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?



           24                (No response.)



           25                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Anything from
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            1  Commissioner Garcia?



            2                MS. RINCONES-CHAVEZ:  Yes.  Good morning.



            3  For Commissioner Garcia, Lavia Parks versus Dollar Tree



            4  is upheld to no probable cause.  Thank you.



            5                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.  May I



            6  have a motion to accept that recommendation?



            7                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  So moved.



            8                COMMISSIONER BAYNARD:  Second.



            9                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All in favor?



           10                (All respond "aye".)



           11                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?



           12                (No response.)



           13                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.



           14  Commissioner Baynard?



           15                COMMISSIONER BAYNARD:  Yes.  In the case of



           16  John Garis versus Honeywell Aerospace I would recommend



           17  to the Commission that we uphold the finding of no



           18  probable cause.



           19                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  And may I have a



           20  motion to accept that recommendation?



           21                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  So moved.



           22                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  Second.



           23                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All in favor?



           24                (All respond "aye".)



           25                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?
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            1                (No response.)



            2                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Okay, and



            3  Commissioner Gidney, I have a memo here:  "In the case



            4  of Brooks versus Sheraton Hotels my recommendation is to



            5  reverse the finding of no cause," and since he is



            6  reversing, he added "The complainant, who is an African-



            7  American male, sought lodging at the Sheraton and found



            8  what he considered to be unfavorable treatment prompting



            9  him to leave.  The Sheraton has not refuted the validity



           10  of the claimant's story.  The position of the Sheraton



           11  is that there was neither an actual, nor an actionable



           12  refusal of services on their part because the



           13  complainant left by choice.  My reversal recommendation



           14  is based on the belief that the hotel bears some



           15  responsibility for the conditions which prompted the



           16  complainant to leave."  And may I have a motion to



           17  accept that recommendation to reverse?



           18                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  So moved.



           19                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Second?



           20                COMMISSIONER BAYNARD:  Second.



           21                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Okay, all in favor?



           22                (All respond "aye".)



           23                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?



           24                (No response.)



           25                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.  New
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            1  business, assignment of new appeals.  Commissioner



            2  Crenshaw, if you would review the case of Tiffini Vance



            3  versus Steak N Shake Restaurant and Annette Polk versus



            4  James Management Group.



            5                Mr. Baynard, if you would review Terry



            6  Lymon versus UAW Local 2209 and Dominque Smith versus



            7  Michiana Behavioral Health.



            8                Commissioner Ramos, Everett Harding versus



            9  Goodwill Industries of Central Indiana and Enrique



           10  Rosales versus Diversco, Inc.



           11                And I will review Gerald Harsh versus



           12  Honeywell Aerospace and Travis Story versus The Judge



           13  Group.  And I'll review Commissioner Blackburn's as



           14  well, Darlene Sharpe versus Kroger Food Store.



           15                MS. RINCONES-CHAVEZ:  Thank you.



           16                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Findings of fact,



           17  conclusions of law and order.  There are four.  Brittany



           18  N. Taylor versus Elkhart Rehabilitation Center, Sarah R.



           19  Hunt versus Subway, Tosha Vick versus Subway, and



           20  Victoria Minne versus Nick's Patio.  May I have a motion



           21  to accept those findings, please?



           22                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  So moved.



           23                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  Second.



           24                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  All in favor?



           25                (All respond "aye".)
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            1                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any opposed?



            2                (No response.)



            3                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Thank you.  And there



            4  are no consent agreements, and so we arrive at the



            5  administrative update from the Executive Director.



            6                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Good afternoon.



            7                (All respond "good afternoon".)



            8                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Really quick I



            9  wanted to touch base on a few things, specifically our



           10  outreach and education efforts.  A few things to note,



           11  one is we've just come off of our MLK coordination of



           12  events.  It went very well, if I may say so myself.  We



           13  had an event here at the State House.  Wanted to give a



           14  public congratulations or a "Thank You," if you will, to



           15  the staff who pulled off a very successful event,



           16  represented the Commission very, very well.  Governor



           17  Pence attended, as well as we had a good keynote speaker



           18  and Mr. Gary Brackett, who was there as well.



           19                A few things to note about that Thursday,



           20  which was January 17, if I'm not mistaken, a very good



           21  and diverse group of award recipients, also the second



           22  year of us awarding our MLK Art, Writing and Multimedia



           23  Contest winner, which is a young person throughout the



           24  state that we give that award to in conjunction with



           25  Indiana Black Expo.  Very, very deserving young lady,
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            1  Ms. Mia Gjeldum was the winner this year and did very,



            2  very well, as did the other recipients.  We followed



            3  Thursday, the 17th, by a day of service that Friday, the



            4  morning of January 18th, here on MLK Boulevard with a



            5  community cleanup and kind of a day of action.  Governor



            6  Pence showed up there as well to help with some cleanup,



            7  ironically did a very good job of that, as did Mr. Gary



            8  Brackett, who agreed to come out that Friday and help



            9  participate as well, so we got a lot of good coverage.



           10                I'm not sure if you guys have had an



           11  opportunity to pull up some of the media bites that came



           12  from that, but we had very, very good coverage for the



           13  Agency throughout the state, so we were very excited



           14  about that piece.  Tons of media interviews came out of



           15  that with more than 20, 30 some odd media outlets,



           16  including Hispanic radio and TV, so we were excited



           17  about that.



           18                A few things to note in terms of upcoming



           19  events.  Continuing our efforts with the Burmese



           20  community, we have a Burmese Community Outreach Meeting



           21  coming up in late February on the 23rd, that should be



           22  in your packet as well, as well as a list of other --



           23  there's another one in March, a Burmese Community



           24  Outreach Meeting on the 9th of March, as well as the



           25  30th of March, so we're excited about that as well.
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            1                The Holocaust event comes up in April, and



            2  as we all know, that is Fair Housing Month, so we will



            3  be hosting a Fair Housing Conference here in



            4  Indianapolis on the 18th and we plan to make that as



            5  comprehensive of a conference as we can come up with,



            6  and kind of planting the seed in the back of the



            7  Commissioners' minds now, would love to have you guys



            8  engaged in that as well.



            9                A few housekeeping and personnel issues,



           10  not "issues," but updates to give and I'll have her come



           11  to the mike here in a minute, but we are excited to have



           12  onboard our new Deputy Director, Ms. Akia Haynes, who is



           13  taking the place of Mr. Joshua Brewster, who moved on to



           14  greener pastures, so we're excited to have Ms. Haynes



           15  with us and she's here with us today.



           16                Judge Lange, our long-standing ALJ, has



           17  gone on and we are in the process of looking to -- you



           18  can never replace Judge Lange -- but looking to fill



           19  that void as well.  We had to deal with a lot of



           20  transitions with the change in administration and things



           21  of that nature, so the process to pull in new folks is,



           22  if you can believe it, taking a lot longer than



           23  anticipated because government stuff tends to take a lot



           24  longer than we would like anyway.  And we're also



           25  looking to hire someone else in our Outreach and
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            1  Education area, a communications specialist to help do



            2  more in that area.  We're pushing forward and I would



            3  argue that that group has been the catalyst behind a lot



            4  of the new events and good things that we're doing with



            5  the Agency.  We want to continue to foster that piece as



            6  well, so those two we're still looking to fill.  But,



            7  again, we do have Ms. Haynes with us here and I'd like



            8  her to come to the microphone and introduce herself to



            9  the Commission, and if you guys have any questions for



           10  me, I'll take those at this time.



           11                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  Just to comment on the



           12  MLK session, I was there, it was done extremely well, it



           13  always has been, but I thought that was probably one of



           14  the first things that Governor Pence had the opportunity



           15  to speak at and I thought he did a very good job in



           16  light of being the first thing that he had to do



           17  officially, so it was good to make sure he was there, I



           18  think that was important for everybody.  And I didn't



           19  hear you say much about the Youth Session in the



           20  morning, but I know you had a lot of people in the Youth



           21  Session, too.



           22                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  You know what, I



           23  apologize for that, you're absolutely right,



           24  Commissioner Ramos.  Prior to the deal at the State



           25  House we had the Youth Summit, we had nearly 400 young
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            1  people from across the state attend that piece in



            2  conjunction with the Indiana State Museum.  That went



            3  extremely well, got a lot of good feedback from that,



            4  from the kids, of course, as well a lot of the



            5  administrators and teachers and things that brought the



            6  kids from various parts of the state.  So you're



            7  absolutely right, I apologize for that.  That kind of



            8  set the tone and the mood for the two days and it went



            9  well, went off without a hitch.



           10                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  Yeah, it would be



           11  great to get the download, the song that the young lady



           12  sang.  I don't know if you had a chance to listen to it



           13  but I highly recommend it.



           14                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  It was very



           15  moving.



           16                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  Very moving.



           17                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  We're looking to



           18  see if we can get -- We're hoping that the whole event



           19  was recorded on video and if so we'll make sure that we



           20  at least have either copies of that or snippets of that



           21  that we can upload online that you guys can kind of



           22  chime in and check out, but I agree with you, she was



           23  phenomenal, and in my personal opinion she represented,



           24  you know, the whole purpose of the day very, very well.



           25  You know, I was intentional about my comments about it
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            1  being a diverse group of people, so, you know, we're



            2  celebrating the legacy and life of Dr. King, right, who



            3  advocated for all and we had a good diverse group of



            4  people from an age standpoint, from a race standpoint,



            5  social and economic background status, so, you know, all



            6  of those things played into it and we were very excited



            7  not only for her but everyone, but, you know, to your



            8  point, she did a phenomenal job and was, you could



            9  argue, kind of the life of the event that day.



           10                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  Yeah, I think so.



           11  Picture Nora Jones sitting down at the piano and playing



           12  a song and knocking it out of the park.



           13                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Yes.



           14                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  That's pretty much



           15  what she did.  Her voice was just as good.  Technically,



           16  she should have a contract.  We should get her on



           17  American Idol or something.



           18                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  All right.



           19                COMMISSIONER CRENSHAW:  Will you be her



           20  agent?



           21                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  He's pushing to



           22  be her agent.  Any other questions for me?



           23                (No response.)



           24                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  At this time I'd



           25  like to introduce Ms. Akia Haynes and let her give you a
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            1  little bit of background about herself.



            2                DEPUTY DIRECTOR HAYNES:  Thank you, Jamal,



            3  for your kind words.  My name is Akia Haynes, I'm a



            4  native Hoosier, born and raised in Indianapolis.  Went



            5  away to South Bend for a little bit of time, Notre Dame



            6  for undergrad, as well as law school.  I was a Deputy



            7  Director for about three years, I was in licensing



            8  enforcement for the last portion, as well as civil



            9  rights and employment for that first portion, so have a



           10  bit of experience all over the place, and currently I am



           11  now Deputy Director and I'm looking forward to working



           12  with you guys and working with the organization, so I'm



           13  very excited about this experience.  Anyone want to



           14  learn anything else?



           15                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Any questions?



           16  Otherwise, welcome!



           17                DEPUTY DIRECTOR HAYNES:  Thank you so much.



           18                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  We look forward to



           19  working with you.



           20                DEPUTY DIRECTORY HAYNES:  I look forward to



           21  it as well.



           22                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  And for the record I



           23  would note that our Chair has arrived.  If she would



           24  like, I will turn over the gavel to her.  I didn't mean



           25  to talk to you in the third person as if you weren't
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            1  here.



            2                COMMISSIONER BLACKBURN:  No, thank you.



            3  Carry on.  I don't want to interrupt your flow.



            4                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Okay.  Well, that,



            5  with the Administrative Update, brings us to



            6  announcements.  I have one.  There was an additional



            7  thing from Commissioner Gidney here.  He wants to go on



            8  record and commend the Washington, DC based staff of



            9  Senator Joe Donnelly.  He found them to be extremely



           10  helpful during his visit to DC for the 57th Inauguration



           11  of President Barack Obama.  And are there any other



           12  announcements, observations, songs, dances?



           13                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  Any other changes



           14  expected from the new administration?



           15                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Not to my



           16  knowledge, but I've kind of learned in this line of work



           17  that you just anticipate whatever comes and just learn



           18  how to be good at calling them out when they do arrive,



           19  so at this point I, you know, think that we've put



           20  together a really good plan and the Agency is humming



           21  right along.  I don't expect any changes, at least any



           22  adverse changes, whether it's staff, personnel or



           23  strategic objectives, so we're looking forward to



           24  pushing right along.



           25                COMMISSIONER RAMOS:  And it wasn't on his
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            1  radar screen from the speech that he had at his



            2  inauguration speech, so I would presume that's a safe



            3  conclusion.



            4                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Yeah, I think if



            5  we're not in the area of -- Well, you know, keep in mind



            6  that one of our pushes has been education, obviously,



            7  which is one of the initiatives that we took on in our



            8  strategic plan, so there is some overlap, but, you know,



            9  we are not DOE, nor are we, you know, the policy



           10  administrators of education for the state, you know, we



           11  just kind of -- we've adopted the idea that everyone



           12  deserves equal access to a quality education.  As the



           13  Civil Rights Commission we want to make sure we uphold



           14  that piece as one of our missions and objectives, so as



           15  such, you know, we assume that we will have some



           16  conversation with, you know, the players at the table as



           17  it relates to the disparities in education, but we don't



           18  think that anything administratively from the Governor's



           19  Office will affect our plans here.



           20                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  I would just like to



           21  note that I brought in an AP article from Indianapolis



           22  that on this same day of the MLK holiday commemoration



           23  Joe Hogsett, who's a US Attorney, announced the creation



           24  of the Task Force for Civil Rights Enforcement and he is



           25  the US Attorney for the southern area of Indiana, which
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            1  I have other information that involves the 60 counties



            2  of southern Indiana.



            3                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Yes, of southern



            4  Indiana.



            5                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Yes, and I wondered



            6  when I saw it how much duplication there was and I don't



            7  know.  I do know that the southern 60 counties of



            8  Indiana tend to be underserved by every agency, not just



            9  us, and I know this because in the past I have been



           10  involved in some ADA compliance issues and anything



           11  south of Bedford is the "Wild West."  There's no



           12  official representation until you get down to the river.



           13                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  We were made



           14  aware of that.  I know you didn't put it in the form of



           15  a question, but we are attempting to gather as much



           16  information about those efforts as we can, number 1, to



           17  your point, to see whether there are any duplicated



           18  efforts going on and if so how can we collaborate there



           19  and prevent that duplication from happening.



           20                Two, see whether as an agency we've left



           21  some holes somewhere that perhaps we need to fill and



           22  plug in kind of from the Fed's viewpoint, and then, too,



           23  it sounds like we've, you know, got some more contacts



           24  that we need to make as an agency, especially as it



           25  relates to that southern half of the state.  So as soon
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            1  as we gather information for that we'll make sure that



            2  we communicate that back to the Commission and keep you



            3  guys informed as we move along.



            4                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Since we already do



            5  so much EEOC and HUD work --



            6                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Yes, we thought



            7  it was a bit surprising, the announcement, especially



            8  considering we hadn't received any phone calls or any



            9  inquiries at all, but I will go on the record and say



           10  that duplication is not uncommon for government at all



           11  levels, it's unfortunate, but hopefully we can play a



           12  part in preventing as much of that as we can.



           13                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  We certainly don't



           14  need more jurisdictional dispute in those areas.  Are



           15  there any more comments or questions?



           16                COMMISSIONER BAYNARD:  I have one.  Since



           17  we're in a new session of the General Assembly, are



           18  there any bills before the Assembly that will affect us?



           19                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Very good



           20  question.  The short answer to that question is no.  I



           21  will say, though, that we received about a week ago a



           22  list of proposed statutory changes that they thought



           23  initially would affect us.  There was a state rep, his



           24  name escapes me at this time, who wanted to include the



           25  word "disability" in a ton of different statutes, any of

�

                                                                      19







            1  the civil statutes, and of course that was one of ours.



            2  We had to call and say that that's already one of our



            3  protected classes and one that we fight for currently



            4  and so there was no need to amend that piece, and it was



            5  kind of a teaching moment for that side of things.



            6  However, there are some other agencies that have a



            7  policy that affect the disabled community that they



            8  wanted to make sure was added to those statutes, so we



            9  could potentially be pulled in to, you know, perhaps



           10  testify about what we do as an agency.  That remains to



           11  be seen.  That depends on how far that proposal goes,



           12  but as it relates to the Civil Rights Law, the Indiana



           13  Civil Rights Law that creates us, there shouldn't be any



           14  changes for that.



           15                We will keep an eye -- Danny Lopez, who is



           16  the other Deputy in the office, he serves "slash the



           17  legislative liaison" and it's his job to keep an eye on



           18  all of those things that come down.  So currently,



           19  outside of that one, which we've kind of diffused, there



           20  aren't any legislative proposals that would affect us as



           21  an agency...yet.  So keeping an eye on it.  That's a



           22  very good question.



           23                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  If there are no more



           24  questions, before we adjourn I would like to go back to



           25  the assignment of appeals and instead of taking three
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            1  appeals, I will pass the one that was originally



            2  assigned to Commissioner Blackburn back to her, that was



            3  Darlene Sharpe versus Kroger Food Store.



            4                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  You made it just



            5  in time.



            6                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  And with that, --



            7                COMMISSIONER BLACKBURN:  Lucky me!



            8                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  I know.



            9                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  -- stay for



           10  signatures if there are any.



           11                MS. RINCONES-CHAVEZ:  Yes.



           12                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  And make note of the



           13  meeting dates for the year, and we are adjourned.



           14                EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SMITH:  Thank you.



           15                (WHEREUPON, at 11:52 a.m., January 25,



           16                 2013, this meeting concluded for the day.)



           17
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           24



           25
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