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Indiana Career Council
Core 40 Subcommittee
October 28, 2014
Indiana Government Center South
Conference Rooms 1 & 2
Public Entrance 302 W. Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

MEETING MINUTES
Members Present: Kris Emaus, James Little, Chris Lowery, Teresa Lubbers, Derek Redelman, Superintendent Glenda Ritz, TJ Rivard, Matthew Weinzapfel 
Members Absent: Rick Barnett, Heather Moffet, John Newby, Martin Pagdett, Kathleen Randolph, Brad Rhorer, Daniel Tyree, Marcus Robinson, David Shane, David St. John, Peggy Wild
[bookmark: _GoBack]Staff Present: Bob Guffin, Marie Mackintosh, Jennifer Berry

I. Call to Order and Welcome
Commissioner Teresa Lubbers and Superintendent Glenda Ritz called the meeting to order at 1:12 PM and welcomed members.

II. Review and Approval of August 20, 2014 Meeting Minutes 
Mr. Weinzapfel motioned to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  The minutes were approved unanimously.

III. Diploma Content Taskforce Update
Mr. Little shared that, thus far, his taskforce has focused primarily on CTE.  At the meeting today they looked at CTE completion and enrollment data.  They were provided a list of certifications approved for the CTE programs, and a list of approved CTE programs in Indiana along with funding information.  Remediation rates came up as well, with the finding that students receiving a Technical Honors diploma require less remediation than students earning other types of diplomas.  They also looked at diploma types and best practices found in other states.

Bob Guffin, Executive Director of the State Board of Education, presented the diploma content found in ten other states.  At the next meeting they will look at other content areas.  Commissioner Lubbers asked what the early takeaways are at this point.  Ms. Emaus stated that Indiana is the only state that doesn’t require four years of math (if excluding quantitative reasoning) and that we offer more diploma types and elective as compared to other states.  Ms. Emaus continued, stating that we need to do a better job of looking at the electives list and identify which courses tie best to college and career readiness.

IV. Diploma Structure Taskforce Update
Ms. Mackintosh provided an overview of the diploma structures from other states as discussed during the October 28th Diploma Structure Taskforce.  Ms. Lubbers asked if we could get IDOE Badges included on the diplomas to help showcase the skills a students has in addition to the diploma they earn.  SPI Ritz stated that we are looking for more simplicity in our diploma options and requirements and then asked if Indiana’s General diploma should be replaced by the standard Core 40 diploma?  She continued, stating that the Maryland diploma model stood out.  They have one diploma and require students to choose between one of two options: 1) four years of CTE courses with one elective, or 2) four electives and choose between either foreign language or advanced IT courses.

V. Math Pathways Taskforce Meeting
Mr. Redelman stated that the Math Pathways Taskforce looked at what Ivy Tech is doing with the creation of math pathways as well as what the Dana Center is doing.  The Dana Center’s draft of a quantitative reasoning course was analyzed; however, more details will need to be included to ensure that the outcomes of the course are aligned with high school standards.  The idea of including Financial Literacy as a required course also was discussed.
SPI Ritz asked if quantitative reasoning should be counted as a fourth year math equivalent.  The Math Pathways Taskforce will look into this issue in the future.
Ms. Lubbers stated the need for an additional pathway for students to complete their math requirements outside of Algebra.  These alternative pathways must be as rigorous as the Algebra pathway and need to have a state approved assessment attached to it.
SPI Ritz stated that if students can see the application and relevance of the math they are learning they are likely to improve their scores and pass the assessment.  We will not solve the math issue by just determining math courses.

VI. Adjournment
Commissioner Lubbers and SPI Ritz adjourned the meeting at 2:19 PM.  The next taskforce meetings will be held on November 18th.  The taskforces and Subcommittee will schedule meetings for the month of December at a later date.
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