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Clarksville will dedicate state historical marker 
 
 A public dedication ceremony for an Indiana state historical marker is scheduled for April 12, 2006. The 

state historical marker honoring Indiana State Prison will be dedicated at 4:00 pm (local time), at the former site 

of the prison, the 1400 block of South Clark Boulevard, Clarksville, Indiana. 

The text follows for the state marker entitled “Indiana State Prison”: 

First state prison authorized January 9, 1821, opened October 1822 on lower Market Street in Jeffersonville; 
prisoners were confined to hard labor. Prisoners were moved to new state prison, opened here in Clarksville 
October 1847. Warden was elected by Indiana General Assembly. Inmates worked in shops set up by 
manufacturing companies on the grounds. In 1873, female inmates were transferred to Indiana Reformatory for 
Women and Girls in Indianapolis. In 1897, prison became Indiana Reformatory for men 16-30 years old; males 
over 30 sent to Michigan City prison. In 1918, fire swept through Reformatory. State sold land and buildings to 
Colgate Company 1921. Some original buildings still remain. 
 
Everyone is invited to attend this dedication recognizing an important early institution in Indiana’s history.  

 Historical markers commemorate significant Indiana individuals, places, and events, and they help 

communities throughout Indiana promote, preserve, and present their history for the education and enjoyment of 

residents and tourists of all ages. Via the Internet, that history reaches a worldwide audience.  

For more than 80 years the Indiana Historical Bureau, an agency of the State of Indiana, has been 

marking Indiana history.  Since 1947, the marker format has been the large roadside marker, which has the 

familiar dark blue background with gold lettering and the outline of the state of Indiana at the top. There are 

more than 470 of these markers across the state. 

 For a digital version of this release and further information about this marker, the state Historical Marker 

Program, and other resources about Indiana, visit the Indiana Historical Bureau Web site at www.IN.gov/history 

or call 317-232-2537.   
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