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“. .. a little less flattery
and a little more justice.”

“The Young Widow, ®

engraved by T. B. Welch expressly for Godey's
Lady's Book after a painting by Wehbster,
appeared in the August 1855 {ssue,

Additional articles and fashions in this (ssue of
Godey's _focus on mouwrning.

As this issue of the Indlana Junior Historian
indicates, the plight of widows was a major
Sfocus of women's rights advocates in Indiona.
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Focus

Women's rights in nine-
teenth century Indiana 1s a
complex and confusing part of
our state history. Readily
available evidence provides
only a small part of Indiana’s
story. Often, evidence brings
more questions than answers.

More work is needed to
gather documents that tell
many individual stories, which
are the building blocks of the
bigger story of Hoosier
women's lives and rights.
Historians must analyze and
Interpret the evidence and
begin to write that bigger
story.

We have chosen Lo limit
our focus to two key issues:
married women's property
rights and woman suffrage.
We ask you Lo analyze the
evidence and relate it to your
own lives.

On page 3 is an overview
of a broader context in which
these issues should be consid-
ered. Several of our fllustra-
tions are from Godey's Lady's
Book. That popular magazine
Iz a prime example of what
women were reading in the
nineteenth century.

Next, we review the status
of women in Indiana from

The titleof this lssue comes
from a statement by Robert Dale
Cwen on his women's property
resolution af the 1 850 Consiitu-
tional Convention: “It would be
much te our eredit, [ we would
administer a little less Matiery

and a little more justice.”
Debates, 1: 467,

statehood to 1850, The 1815
census of Indiana Territory
and the map of Indiana at
statehood establish a starting
point in place and time. The
land patent provides an op-
portunity to suggest signifi-
cant local research.

Datelines on pages 5 and
9 list some legislative action to
address the needs of women
in Indiana.

An interesting eplsode in
the story of women's rights in
Indiana was the 1850 consti-
tutional convention, which
produced cur second state
constitution. This 1851 con-
slitution, with many amend-
ments, still governs our state.
The excerpls [rom position
statements regarding women's
rights on page 6 provide use-
ful evidence about the status
of and attitudes toward
women, The letter from Sarah
T. Bolton describes how one
female participant viewed the
activity.

The brief summary of the
years following 1850 notes
some successes and fallures of
the struggle for women's
rights in Indiana. The 1852
resolutions from the Indiana
Woman's Suflrage Association
indicate some of the goals of
the group. Mary Thomas® 1858
speech, printed on page 3, Is
an Imporiant example of the
arguments that women used
in seeking the right to vote.

The games on page 10
offer a fun opportunity to test
your skills and knowledge.

As usual, the “Apple”
provides sources which can
supply additional Information

on the topic. Some general
studies are given which can
provide context for the study
of women's rights in Indiana.
We suggesl through
activities how you can add to
the resources about women in
nineteenth century Indiana,
and after. As usual, we en-
Courage vou Lo preserve your
work in a local repository for
use by other researchers.

Godey's Lady's ="
Book s

By 1860,
Godey's
Lardy's Boalk
(1830-98)
reached
160,000
people |
throughout -
the United
States and foreign countries. The
publisher, Louls Godey, cm-
ployed more than 150 women to
hand color the fashion plates
and bind the magazines.

Thismonthly magazine, ac-
cording to items in various is-
sues, was available in Indiana
as early as 1845,

After Sarah J. Hale joined
Godey as editor in the late 18305,
Godey's incorporaled much on
"the 55 of lemale improve-
ment,” the goal of Hale's Ladies
Magazine, which had failed.

Codey's was the most suc-
cessful of the magazines [or
women, which had been com-
mon in the citles of the United
States since the 1780s.

The child's dress appeared in
the June 1855 Godey's Lady's
Book.

Sourre: Wolodh, Women, pp. 100
11.
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The Ideal Woman?

In the nineteenth century,
the ideal woman in popular
thought was “ . . . a devoted
mother, an unusually virtuous
person who had to remain aloof
from the corruption of politics,
a domestic individual who
labored most happily and
productively within her own
home, and a weak-minded,
physically inferior being who
needed guidance from stronger
and wiser people—men."™!

In truth, women's lives
varied greatly just as they do
today, Where women came
from and when, helped to
determine what they
belleved about their roles
in society. In the new state
ol Indiana, where they
seitled, and when, helped
to determine the roles
women had to assume.

In the early 1800s,
married women's lives did
focus on homes and
families. In frontier
Indiana, thelr responsibilities
included growing and preparing
much of the family's food, and
spinning wool and flax into
fibers to knit or weave clothing.
Families Iiving in or near towns
and cities could often purchase
foods and fabric. Some women
earned money for such
purchases by taking in sewing
and laundry, or by trading their
home-made items,

Growth and development
in Indiana was similar to that
In the rest of the country. As
soon as basic needs were met,
pioneers bullt schools and
churches, Business and

primitive industry grew.
Poverty, homelessness, and
crime occurred.

Many women reacted o
such needs in society by
extending their caregiving and
nuriuring activities to those
who could not help themselves.
Churches often provided the
structure for women to aid
widows and orphans, the sick,
the poor, and the homeless.
Women also became a major
[oree in the movement to
abolish slavery.

Ciodey's fashions for March 8656

As more women became
irvolved in new roles outside
the home, many people—
including husbands, fathers,
and other women—argued that
these women were moving
beyond their proper sphere,
Many debates focused on the
question: what rights, il any, do
women have?

Today, that question may
seem less relevant, but
throughout the nineteenth
century it was nol. For
example, women in the United
States generally were not

permitted to vote in state and
national elections. Married
women in Indiana and the rest
of the country generally could
not protect their property from
sefzure to pay husbands’ debis.
Married women who earmned
money had to give thelr wages
to thedr husbands, Widows were
often left in poverty because
they had few rights to their
husbands” estates.

By the 1850z, the women's
rights movement was very
visible throughout the nation.?
Susan B. Anthony,
Ellzabeth Cady Stanton,
Lucy Stone, Lucretia
Mott, and many others,
travelled across the
United States and
debated in favor of new
legislation giving women
mare control of their
lives.

National leaders came
to Indiana, and Indiana
women took part in
national women's groups.?
Women gradually moved into
all facets of life and society,
proving that women were not
limited to the home sphere.
With the help of men, who had
the legal power to legislate
change, some women labored to
gain legal protections and
opportunities for all women.

Notes

! Riley, Inuenttng the Amsrican
Waoman, Vol 1, p. 8,

lbid., p. 115.

1 Ellzabeth Cady Stanton, Susan
B. Anthony, Matilda Joslyn Gage,
eds., History aof Waman Suffrage (New
York: Fowler & Wells, 1881), Val. 1,
PP 290-314.
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Women in Indiana before 1850

To become a state, Indi-
ana Territory had to have at
least 60,000 free iInhabitants.
According to the 1815 census
of the Indiana Territory, there
were 12,112 free white males
over the age of twenty-one.
There is no indication of how
many women lived in the
terrilory because they were
lumped with the other 51,785
free inhabitants included in
the census.

Who were the women of
Indiana? What were Lheir lives
like? What responsibilities and
rights did they have?

It is very difficult to make
many general statements
about women in Indiana. Little
work has been done with
available resources about how
women lived. There was much
legislation focusing on the
hardships of married women
and widows. There were di-
voree laws and divorces
throughout this period.
Records prove that many
women purchased land.
Sources indicate that women
owned businesses and pro-
vided services.

There was a major differ-
ence between the rights of
single women and married
women with regard to owner-
ship of property— both real,
such as house and land, and
personal, such as clothes and
furniture, “Indiana's earliest
property laws were based
upon the English common law
tradition that considered
women almost as perpetual
Juveniles. Women lorfeited all

personal interest in property
upon marriage. They could not
make wills or convey property.
They had extremely limited
rights of inheritance and no
right to an independent in-
come."!

A legal agreement regard-
ing property before marriage
could offer a married woman
some protection. Most mar-
ried women, however, were
dependent upon their hus-
bands [or everything. Married
women and widows generally
had little control over their

own destinies.

One thing all women had
in common was the lack of the
legal right to vote. It was after
1850 before men and women
in Indiana began to pursue
that right in the General
Assembly.

Notes

' Walsh, Cenfenntal History, p.
168, English commeon law depended
upon court declsions and customs;

laws were nol written in a code e
lews passed by the General Assembly.
Sourcirs: The lows of Indinna and

vrrious records tn the Indiona Stabe
Archives provide extensioe resolrces.

WidkigaE Tarrinary
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Indiana Territory
1815 Census

On August 29, 1814 the Terri-
torial Legislature voted to take a cen-
sus In 1815, The law required two
lists: the total number of free Inhab-
itants and the total number of fres
white males over the age of twenly-
One.

The census Agures were sent o
the United Stales Congress to sup-
port Indiana’s request for statehood.
Indiana became the ninsteenth state
on December 11, 1816,

The map shows which counties
had been formed when Indlana be-
came a state. Orange and Jackson
cotnbies wers ol lsted in the cen-
sus; they had been formed In Decem-
ber 1815 afler the census. Residents
of these countles had been Included
in census totals of counties from
which Orange and Jackson had been
formed.

Sources; Ketileborough, Constitution
Making, Vol. 1, pp. 68-63; map is from
Creonge Pervce and Nellle O, Armstrong,
Indiana Boundaries: Territory, State,
and County (Incdionapolls: Indiana
Historical Bureauw, reprint. [967], p.
147,
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1839 Land Patent of Elizabeth Eakins
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Like many
women, Elizabeth
Eakins {or Akins),
an African-Ameri-
can, purchased land
from the federal
government. She
actually purchased

Some Acts of the
Indiana General Assembly
Regarding Women

Goday's Lady's Book
began publication in
Philadeiphea

December 11 »
Indiana shatehood

5% ;._,,_;_r gl e th o the land in April
i - s g IR ‘z;i 1837 according to
R e s Owen County
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records. The federal
law of April 24, 1820
specified that the
minimum price for
land was £1.25 per
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ot ) it was due on the day
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. A :_.-;#- of purchase.
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Chren County Archist;
Feichurel Peders, e,
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Public Statules al Large
of the United Siates of
America (Boston: Charles
C, Litile and James
Browm, [850), Vol 3,

p. 568,

Consider the Evidence

Why were while males over 21
listed separately in the 181 5cen-
sus? What groups were included
in the total number aof free in-
habitants?

Why were Indiana’s earliest coun-
ties formed in the southern part
of the state? Locate evidence in
your library to support your an-
swers. When was your counly
formed?

Records of land sales from the
federal government are gener-
ally available in entry books in
cach county or land alfice records
al the Indiana State Archives.

Identily land purchases by
women in the nineteenth cen-
tury in your county,

Each student or group of
students might take one name
and locate as much information
about that woman as possible.
You should look for census
records, cemetery and church
records, marriage records, and
other resources available in your
local library, historical society,
courthouse, ete. Information that
you find will enable you to add (o
the history of women in your
county.

February 17 -
Widows' property

fights i spouses die
withou & wil

January 26 -
Mamied women may
make wills

February 16 -
Widows may have
personal propery of
hushands il not
wvalued over §200

1848

Jaruary 12 -
Widows may have
husbands' personal
property plus money
froem the sala of real
estale ko bring the
tatal vahua to $150

1850

January 23 -
Fratachion af
martied wamen's
property

danuary 27 -
Widows allowed
$150 of fheir
husbards' effects

1848

ll'l'nmmsnmts

Seneca Falls, Now
Yok

1843

Constitutional
Cornvenlion
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Indiana’s 1850 Constitutional Convention

The 1850 constitutional
convention, October 7, 1850-
February 10, 1851 provided
an opportunity for both advo-
cates and opponents of
women's rights to be heard.
The records of that convention
preserved in the published
Jouwmal and Debates and
Proceedings, therefore, provide

JODRRAL |
|

|
TIL GINTIITON OF TR FROELE

ETATE of infiife

an interesting sample of opin-
ions on both sides of the
question.

There were ten resolu-
tions by convention members
about women's rights. These
were almost 24% of the reso-
lutions submitted to the
commiltes on rights and
privileges of citizens. None of
the resolutions was included
in the new constitution. One
resolution was passed but
later defeated. Two of the
resolutions were by Robert
Dale Owen (Posey County], a
long-time advocate of women's
rights.

Upon passage of the
resolution, the Tri-weekly
Indiana State Sentinel, Novem-
ber 28, 1850 asserted: “We do
not doubt, from indications

that have come 1o us already
from various portions of the
State, that this provision,
eminently in accordance with
the mild and humane spirit of
the age, will meet cordial
approval throughout the
State. . . .7 No comment was
located about the defeat of the
resolulion.

The 1851 Constitution did
not include a women’s rights
section. The extensive debates
and publicity of the conven-
tion, however, demonstrated
that there were women and
men ready to fight for women's
rights.

Saireees: Thee Debates are crucial
resmirees: Kettloborough, Constitu-
tion Making, Vol I, proviles usaficl
summrneries and commentany. Resolu-
tions are printed [bid., pp. 234-42.

From Men Who Spoke in
Favor

" .. the legal existence of
the woman (s suspended-duer-
ing mearriage. . . " (464)°

", . . the legislation of this
country has long enough de-
nied to the wife, the widmuo,
and the orphan, that which
Jjustly belongs to them."(1158)*

“The law already protects
land. We propose—and that is
all we propose—equally to pro-
tect the property of women who
have no land.” (1167)*

* Page numbers refer to Debates.

Some Positions on Women's Rights at the 1850 Constitutional Convention

“Thata woman must be deprived
of all her own, and made the
merest dependent upon the
hushand's bounty . . . s a slan-
der upon the sex.” (1189)*

From Men Who Spoke in
Opposition

“If we establish the prin-
ciple that the pecuniony interest
of women is separate and dis-
tinct from that of men, we should
establish also their right of rep-

resentation, and their rght of

suffrage. . . ." (469)*

“The necessary degree of ing avolcanounder the founda-

political knowledge cannot be

presumed (o exist in women,
who, by their domestic dulies,
are led away from the consider-
ation of the affairs of the State
and the affairs of the nation.”
(469)*

"« you cowld not give to
her the power which a man
has, and which he exercises in
the affairs of State and of trade,
Jor if ypou could, she would then
cease to be woman.” (472-73)*

“In order to repair . . . the
condition of married women, (s
it necessary to begin by explod-

tion of the family union?" [470)*

@ Copymighl Indiana Hislorical Bumeau 15993
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Consider the Evidence

* Divide into teams and choose one
ofthe position statements on page
&, Examine sach siatement care-
fully. What is the poinl of each
slatement? Are the statements
logieal or emotional? How do they
helpyou understand what peopls
believed at that Ume?

= Selecl any early or cuiment issue
debated Inyour area. From news-
paper accounis, complle a st of
statements tn favor and In oppo-
silon, Compare Lhem 1o your con-
clusions aboul statements from
the 1850 canvenlion,

* Locate mare Information absout

Sarah Bollon. Her poem “Paddle

Your Own Cance™ was very popu-

larwithwomen’s fights advocates.

Find a copy, and read ii. Explain

why il was popular,

Find aout more abaut Robert Dale

Onwen and New Harmony. Were

his beliels shared by many others

al his lime?

* Same other Indlana women whio
fought forwomen's rights include
Frances Wright, May Wright
Sewrall, Helen Gougar, and Grace
Jullan Clarke, Investigate women
named in this issue—aor women
aclive in Your area in the nins-
teenth century, What did each

woman achleve?

From a Woman of the Day

Sarah T. Bolton (1814-1893), an Indiana poetess of
renown, alded Robert Dale Owen in the 1850 women's
rights campaign. Bolton wrote this letter September 16,

1682 to Willlam Wesley Woollen,*

v v « Mr. Owen's efforts in the
Constitutional Convention. . . were
o get recognition . . . of women's
rights of personal property, their
rights of real estate were already
secured. This measure excited a
greal deal of unprofilable discus-
sior. 1T . . . was laid on the table,
faken up & discussed pro & con
and laid on the table again. Men
dicd not scruple fo stand up and
sy, "I women haod the rights
proposed by the measure under
consideration, they would go out
into the market to buy & sell—
instead of darning the stockings,
seuing on the buftons, cooking
dinner & washing the children’s
Joces.["] In short, the proposed
et would throw a fire brand info
a thousand happy homes,

In the meantime [ was
writing articles setling forih the
grievances resulting from
woman's stalus, as under the
cormmon low, and the necessily of
reform and scattering these
arlicles through the news papers,
ouver (he stale o moke public
opirior. Al length the measire
passed, but was reconsiderad
and voted down. Then we rallied
the few women who were in_favor
gf it and went (o the Convention in
a body to electioneer with the
members, The measure uxis
brought up and passed again
reconsidered the next day & agaln
voted dowrn This, to the best of
my recollection, was repeafed five
or six times before it was finally
lost.

Then I wrote a circular
setiing forth Mr. Owen's efforis
arl asking the women of the
stale o contribute one dollar eack,

Jor the purpose of
presenting to Mr,
Owen a lestimorial (o
show our appreciation of

his encleavor on our behalf, . . .
The wornen of Indiang ... seni
puver one huendred dollars for the
testimanicl, With this money we
procured one of the most elegant
antique, sliver piichers I have ever
seen in any land and hod i
engraved with a sultaoble inscrip-
tion.*

Hauping obtained leave fo use
the Hall of the House of Represen-
tatives, on the occasion of the
presentation we decorated if with
green garlands & fragrant flmvers
till it seemed o bowwer of beauty;
and on the evening of the 28th of
May 1851— (I was crowded,
crarmmed with the elite of the cily
o see whal had never occuwrred in
Indianapolis before. . . . Mr
Cheen’s reply on receiving the
pitcher was a grand, logical,
exhaustive argument in_fauvor gf
LD 'S rigihis.

I. . . am proud of my action
ire theat long ago balile for the
property rights of my sisters. . . .

Notes

"Woallen printed the letter in
hiz easay on Owen In Blographical
and Historfeal Sketches of Early
Indiana [Indianapolis: Hammeond &
Co., 18683), pp, 296-98. A [ull tran-
scriplon and a pholograph of the
first page are in BROADSIDES:
Indiana. The Early Years, 1816-1850
ndianapalis; Indiana Histarlieal
Bureau, 1987], pp. 262-65, The
original letter 15 in the Indiana
Historical Soclety Library,

“The piicher Is at the Crawen-
Maclure House in New Harmony.
IFaije cinpTeay Ml [Haren el Sae Liledy
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Property Rights, Yes! The Vote, No!

Although there was no
women's rights provision in the
1851 Constitution, Robert Dale
Crwen led the way to some
progress in the 1851-1852
session of the General Assem-
bly. The General Assembly
continued to expand the prop-
erty rights of married women.
In 1879, married women were
granted control over thelr
personal property.

Legislation in 1873 and
LB77 had already recognized
the capability of women to
[unction outside the household
sphere.

In the 1850s Indiana
women began their campalgn
for the right to vote. In October
1851, the Indiana Woman's
Sullfrage Association was
formed. Resolutions dated
October 13, 1852 from the
Association’s second annual
meeting in Richmond, Indiana
are printed in the box on this
page,

On January 19, 1859
members of the Association
were allowed to address a joint
seasion of the General Assem-
bly—the first time women had
been allowed that honor, Mary
F. Thomas, M.D., and Mrs.
Mary B. Birdsall, both of Rich-
mond, presented a petition for
female suffrage and equal
political rights. On January 20,
1871 Amanda M. Way and
Emma B. Swank, again ad-
dressed a joint session.

Although no resolution
was considered in 1859, the
General Assembly considered
three resolutions between 1865

and 1880 to amend the const-
tution to allow female sulfrage.
Speeches by local and national
suffragettes and widespread
publicity in magazines and
newspapers made the cause
well-known by 1881,

The General Assembly in
1881 passed a resoclution Lo
allow woman suflrage, Since a
constitutional amendment
musl pass two consecutive
General Assemblies, the same
resolution had to pass in the
1883 session. It did not. The
General Assembly considered
suffrage resolutions seven
more times between 1885 and
1913. Women were not
granted the right to vote until
amendment of the United
States Constitution in 1920.

Sources; Walsh, Centenntal History,
pp. 165-71; Kettleborough, Constitu-
tion Making, Vol 2, p, £92-83. See
alz=o, Pal Creech Seholten, “A Public
allifloafion'; The 1859 Wormen's
Rights Petition before the Indiana
Legtstature,” Indlana Magazine of
History [1976), Viol. 72, pp. 347-59;
Janice Marle La Flarune, “The Strat-
ey of Feminine Protest: A Rheforical

Resolutions of the
Indiana Woman's Suffrage
Association, 1852

—That the avenues of gain in all
thetrvarieties, beas freely opened
o woman as they now are to
L

—Thai woman, epernyiuwhere, be
requested and encouraged to fit
herse{f in early life for some use-
Jul and lurrative employment.

—That the rising generation gf
males and _fermales be educated
together in the same schools and
colleges and that they receive the
same kind and same degree of
etucation,

—That as the qualification for
citizenship in this country is
wholly a mental and moral one
and not physical or pecuniony,
and as the sexes in their
menial and moral conditions
are identical, therefore woman
should equally enjoy the rights
of citizenship with man.

—That waorman should receive for
equal labor equal reward with

Sy of the Campaign for Woman's P

Rights in [nedlona, 1881,° M, A thesis,

hm mm rl E!I j m llllllllllllllllllllll
Consider the Evidence

* Compare the 1852 resolutions
of the Indiana Woman's Sul-
frage Assoclation, and the
speech of Mary F. Thomas, with
the goals of women today. What
similarities and differences do
you find?

= Examinethe datelines on pages
5 and 9. Add the date when
your counly was formed. Select
at least one date and determineg

an event in your area at that
time. Also determing a national
event at that same tme.

Talk with family members,
[riends, and senlor citizens in
Yourarea, Try to document what
women have been doing in Lhe
twentieth century based onyour
research. How have conditions
for women changed or remained
the same?
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An Activist for Women’s Rights

Mary F. Thomas, M.D., on
January 19, 1859 was the [irst
WOImAND to
address the
Indiana General
Assemnbly, =, . .
corvened for the
purpose of
hearing the
women of
Indiana in
person, and
recelving Ltheir
petitions in behall of their rights
and concerning their grievances,™
Excerpls from Thomas' speech are
printed below.

Thomas (18 16-B8] was born
in Maryland of Quaker parenis. In
July 1833, she married Owen
Thomas, M.D.; she received her
M.D. degree in 1854 [rom Penn
Medical University for Women in

Philadelphia. She and her hus-
band practiced medicine in Fort
Wayne from 1854 to 1856 and
then moved to Richmaond, Indiana,
Among her many activities was
publication of a women's maga-
zine, The Lily. In 1876 she became
the first female member of the
Indiana State Medical Socieby.

MNotes

! Indinna Senate Jovrmal (1858),
p. 186; the complele address is
|:|r||:||'.=d. . 1 BE-SH),

¢ Inellana Medical History
Griarterly, Vol, 5, Mo, 3 (Seplember
1979}, pp. 3-4. The enlire |ssie s
devaled (o a speech b}' Thomas an
women's medical educatlon.

Frimmpe of Thawvins snbiptem| frimii fiallesa Magnare of
Hislory fIATE, p A543

. .« e fiilly believe that the time has come for the women of
Indiana to assert their rights as human beings . . . we ask our
brothers in the Senale and House of Represeniatives (o solemnly
consider the responsibility that resis on yow in this matter. . . .
soclety accords to you the right to make laows to govern waomern, and
although we can not . . . tnstruct you with regard to didy, it is our
dufy fo our God, to ourselves and to posterity, (o petition you to use
the legal power vested in you to remove the political disabilifies
which . . . retord our progress . . . soclely has progressed; public
opinion, now sanctions in women, the performonce of duties which
it weould not tolerate a_few years ago, . . .

Thousands gf women in public positions are proctically lving
down the old stereotyped (nsulf to women . . . tens of thousands of
wormen eachers are educating the children under their charge in
the new and progressive feeling, that womean is capable of
governing herself, and help to govern others, . . . they who once
denounced us as_fanatics, have, through absclute necessihy and
tricel, leamed to feel and o acdonowledge that woman has not all the

rights she needs. . . .

. . . This palitical oppression (s crushing woman, and we feel to
repeat that the time has come when the women of Indiana should
calmly and dispasstonately assert their right to the elective

franchise, and the privileges growing out of it, as the basis of all the

other rights.

Some Acts of the
Indiana General Assembly
Regarding Women

Sacord Indiana
constilution adopied

Manch 4 -Widows
may seledt aticks

parsonal property, nol
b0 exceed 5300

Febeuary 19 -Widows
may sabect S500 worth
of proparty

March 10 -

‘Women eligble for
any alecied offics ar
appeiniment conlrolled
by Ganeenl Assembly
or qoyvaimar

March 25 - Married
woeman conirol their

awn parsanal propedy
1881

Apil 11 - Wisrnan
suffrage resoktion

passed by Genseal
Azsambly

1881

Fabnaary 3 - Black
madas given night lo
voln by raffication of
Ik Fifteenth
Amendmen

March 3 - Board of
Managers of ndara

Piedomatany [nstiute
for Waman and Girls

shall ba composed of 3

1878

April 16 - Waman's
conad and propardy
fighls expanded
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Test Your Skills!

Bull's-Eye on Women in Indiana
Here's a test of your word marksmanship. The answer to each

of the questions in the puzzle is in the bull’s-cye target. When
# you answer each of the questions carrectly, you can cross ofl
.s the word in the targel area. When all of the questions have
been answered, wrile a comment about women in Indiana
II-F from the unused words,
".- l. Historians often 5, Lady's Book was
use avallable in Indiana by 1845,
a‘ to tell the tndi- i, women and
- vidual stories women had diferent legal
which help us rights.
understand the 7. Mary F. Thomas was a
bigger story. ;
? 2. Married wommen's 8. All women in the United
) lives focused on Slates pained the right Lo
and in the early vote in ;
| B0, 8. Jackson and
3. The 1851 slale conslitution counties were nol formed
was Indiana's when the 1815 census was
constitution, and it governs taken.
us today, 10, Women were not listed
4., Robert Dale Crven was in in the census of
of women's 1815.
rights, Adnples] from Dames, Oetober 1991, 5. 22,

Corner It!

A carnered code cannot slip past the sharp eyes of a person
holding the right key. Each letter inside a corner forms part
of o message. All other letters and marks are false (rails. After
you solve this code, make up other coded messages about
wamen's rights in Indiana,

Achaptedd frorn Huron Alberf, Jr., Secret Codes for Bids [Chicago: Alberd
Whitrman & Co., 1978, p. 11.

Y M N H L
0w You H 7
nmM X 5 E o R ¥ I G 5

A I g T M I T P ¥ [ —

MR R|T . E|F B|E This State House {5 where the 1850
0K Fl & Constiiutional Convention met and where
wlw o L Mory F. Thewnas spake tn [858, [i was lorn

0|6 KR dowrn tn 1878, The present Stale House was
L buiflt on the same site.
H 1 Ergsiivig fram The Pew Piciorm] Family Hﬁ'f Ll.ﬂ;lﬁ
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A n Apple for Everyone

Selected Sources

Student Reading

¢ Ash, Maureen., The Story of the
Women's Movement. Chicago:
Childrens Press, 1988,

Ash provides an easy-to-read

story of the early women's move-
ment. The information is very ba-
sic, and the index is limited. It is
good for beginning students.
+ Gurko, Mirlam. The Ladies of
Seneca Falls; The Birth of the
Woman's Righis Movement., New
York: Macmillan Publishing Co.,
Inc., 1874,

General background and infor-
mation on early leaders of the
women's movement is presented in
avery readable siyle. This s a good
source for advanced students and
adults,

»  Warren, Ruth. A Pictorial His-
tory of Women in America. New
York: Crown Publishers, Inc., 1975,

Warren shows, through pic-
tures and text, the difficulties
women have had in Ametica in
their struggle to receive an adequate
education, to gain the right to vote,
and even towear comfortable cloth-
ing. The text is brief and informa-
tive for interested students.

Advanced Reading
¢«  Bennett, Famelad., and Shirley

5. McCord, comp. Progress afler
Statehood: A Book of Readings. In-
dianapolis: Indiana Historical Bu-
reau, 1974,

A section on “Women® prints
several primary sources, iIncluding
items on bloomers [1853), equal
pay (1858), and sulfrage conven-
tions (1869, 1870).
= DNebates. See Reporl.

+ Ewvans, Sara M. Born for Liberty:

A History of Women in America
MNew York: The Free Press, 1883,

A highly readable general sur-
vey of women in the history of the
United States.
= Journal of the Convention of the
People of the State gf Indiana to
Amend the Constitution. Indlanapo-
lis: Indiana Historical Bureaw, re-
print, 1936,

Reports the cfficial activity of
the 1850 Constitutional Comven-
Liom.
=  Keltleborough, Charles, Constl-
fulion Making in Indiana, YVol, 1,
1780-1851,Vel. 2, 1851-1916, In-
dianapolis: Indiana Historical Bu-
reau, reprints, 1971 and 1975,

Provides the text lor constifu-

tional documents, including reso-
lutions, and some analysis and
commentary. Aninvaluable source,
There are [ourvolumes, which cover
through 1960,
s Leopold, Richard W, Robert
Dale Owere A Biography. Cam-
bridge: Harvard University Fress,
1840,

A standard work, writlen using
conlemporary letiers and periodl-
cals.,
= DMyres, Sandra L. Wesiering
Womenand the Frontier Experience,
181915, Albugquergque: Univer-
sily of New Mexico Press, 1982,

Myres uses primary documents

to detail the lives of women on the
frontier.
» Report of the Debates and Pro-
ceedings of the Convention for the
Revision of the Constitution of the
State of Indiona. 1850, Indianapo-
lis: Indiana Historical Bureau, re-
print, 1935,

Includescomplete speechesand
is a valuable resource regarding

public opinion ol the time regard-
ing issues discussed,

» Riley, Glenda. Inventing the
American Wornan: A Perspeciive on
Women's History, Vol 1, 1607- 1877,
Vol. 2, 1865 o the Present, Arling-
ton Helghis, IL: Harlan Davidson,
Ine., 1986.

An excellent general survey,

*  Walsh, Justin E. The Cenien-
nial History ¢f the Indiang General
Assembly, 1816-1978. Indianapo-
lis: Indiana Historical Bureaw,
1887,

Extremely valuable and read-
able account al issues and svents
involving the Indiana General As-
sembly.

* Woloch, Nancy. Women and
the American Experience. New Yorlk:
Alfred A. Knopl, Inc., 1984,

Excellent coverage of Frances
Wright and the Owens’ New Har-
mony experiment. Includes excel-
lent background information about
and analysis of women's roles from
the sevenieenth century (o the
1980s,

Of Special Interest

» Freetown Village, an acting
troupe portraying African-Ameri-
can life in the 1870s, is louring a
new production, Whose Righls Are
Right, during 1993, This play deals
with black women's rights. Call
317-631-1870 [or more informa-
Lhomn.

* The annual catalog of the Na-
tional Women's History Project pro-
vides a wide selection of books and
materials. Contact the Project, 7738
Bell Road, Windsor, CA 95492-
8515; 707-B38-6000.
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The Indiana Historical Bureau was created In
1815 tocelebrate the centennial of statehood. It s the
duty of the Historical Bureau to edit and publish
decumentary and other materal relating to the his-
tory of the state of Indlana. to promote the study of
Indiana history, and to work with others engaged in
such pursuits. The Historical Bureau provides books,
educational resources, and programs for students
and teachers. Several are listed below. The Bureau
also directs the Historical Marker Program and the
care of the Governors' Portraits Collection.,

* BROADSIDES produces supplemental educational
materials based on primary sources for teaching
Indiana history. Student packets encourage active
participation and skills development wilh possible
integration in varlous grades and subjects. An
extensive teacher gulde provides ready information
and teaching resources,

* Indlana Close Up Is a high school local government
program affiliated with the national Close Up Foun-
datien. This participatory annual event encourages
study and discussion through the Jefferson Meeting
on the Indiana Constitution.

* Indiana History Day encourages students grades
4 - 12 to research and prepare papers, exhihits,
performances and media presentations on an annual
historical theme. An emphasis on original research
and interpretation allows students Lo experience the
exciternent of discovering or developing skills and
Interests that enrich their education and their lives,
It is part of the National History Day networl.

* REACH—Resources Educating in the Arts, Culture,
and History—is a dynamic program that utilizes art
and objects to stimulate dialogue and provide hands-
on experiences, exploring not only the arts but also
the culture and history of Indiana. Its aris-in-
education basis encourages on-going planning for
involving communily resources in the school,

The Indiana Junlor Historical Society is a network
of history clubs for students in grades 4 - 12, Locally
sponsored clubs initiate and participate in activities
which encourage the study of Indiana history, often
outside the classroom. The Indiana Junior Historical
Society program is administered by the Indiana
Historical Society, 315 West Ohlo Street, Indianapolis,
IN 46202; 317-232-1882,

Thae Ineffana Junior Historian is published eight times
each school year by the Indlana Historical Bureau, State
of Indiana. It is distributed to members and sponsors of
the affiliated clubs of the Indlana Junior Historical
Soclety of which the Indiana Historical Bureau is a co-
BPOMSOT,

This publication Is copyrighted, and no part of it may
be reproduced in any way for profit without EXJIIESS
permission of the Indiana Historical Bureau. Reproduc-
ton of activity pages and ather materials by teachers for
In-class use Is permitied,

The publication ts provided free to school media
centers and public librartes throughout the state. Indi-
vidual subseriptions are avallable for $7.50 per year

This material s avatlable to visually impaired patrons
in audio formal courtesy of the Indiana History Project
of the Indiana Historical Soclety, Tapes are avallable
through the Talking Books Program of the Indiana State
Library: contact the Talking Books Program, 317-232-
470,

Single coples are avallable for 86¢ each plus shipping
and handling. Classroom sets (a mintmum of 20 coples
of an tssue] of back lssues beginning with the Seplember
1941 tssue are avallable for 30¢ per copy plus shipping
and handling. Prices valld through December 31, 1993,

Contributing Editors

Carole M. Allen, Janine Beckley,
Faula Bongen, Alan Conant, Dani B. Pfaff,
Virginia L. Terpening




