MARKER 23.1970.1 Esther Test Wallace

R EVIEW!| Fountain County

Marker Text Review Report
9/9/2013

Marker Text

The 1st wife of Governor David Wallace and mother of General Lew Wallace, soldier, author of Ben Hur,
statesman & diplomat, is here buried. She influenced the lives of two important Hoosiers.

Report

Current IHB guidelines require primary source documentation to support all information on a
marker. This marker had no sources on file and was flagged for review. Esther Test married David
Wallace in Franklin County, Indiana on November 10, 1824." No earlier marriages were found for David
Wallace, so it is reasonable to conclude that Esther Test was his first wife.

Unfortunately, few of the remaining points about Esther Test Wallace in the marker text could be
substantiated with primary sources, due in large part to the record-keeping practices of the time. For
example, prior to 1850, the U.S. Census recorded the name of only a head-of-household and the number
of male and female occupants of a home in each age bracket, so while we know a boy under 5 years of
age was resident in the household, the wife and the couple’s children are not named. > Lew Wallace
identifies “Esther French Test” as his mother in his posthumously-published autobiography, a relatively-
reliable early secondary source.’

Further, there is some question as to whether Wallace is in fact “here buried.” Lew Wallace, in his
autobiography, confirms her resting place as Covington, remarking on his reaction to being presented
with a “new mother,” Zerelda Sanders, after his father’s second marriage: “The poor woman dead in
her youth and lying in her lonely grave at Covington crept back into my thoughts. The others might
forget her, but | would not. She was my mother, and | would have no other—I would die sooner.”*
There is a possibility, however, that Esther French Test Wallace was reinterred in Crown Hill Cemetery,
Indianapolis, in the 1870s. Gov. David Wallace was buried there in 1865 (6 years after his death), and a
headstone at Crown Hill marks the burial site of “Esther Test Wallace” and “David Wallace.” Cemetery
records suggest that only Esther is buried in the plot at present, that the full name of the deceased
differs slightly from the name on the headstone (including “French”), and that the deceased was
reinterred at Crown Hill in 1871 and moved to the current site in 1899. The current site, Section 36, Lot
3, is far removed from Section 3, Lot 10, where David Wallace is interred near his second wife, Zerelda,
and children from his second marriage. It is possible the Esther Wallace in Crown Hill Cemetery is a
different woman, but given the birth and death dates recorded and the state of the current burial site in
Covington, it is also plausible she was reinterred near her husband after his death and her grave moved
near the end of Zerelda Wallace’s life.

Biographical information listed on the marker about Lew Wallace is common knowledge, though it
bears noting that the text of this marker offers more information about the “two important Hoosiers”
than the subject of the marker herself. This marker topic does not meet current IHB guidelines for state
or national significance. The Indiana Historical Bureau no longer marks topics that are significant due to
their association with famous figures or events, instead requiring that each marker topic have inherent
significance of its own. At the time this marker was placed, the focus of the historical marker program
followed mainstream historical narratives that generally overlooked women’s and minorities’
contributions to the history of the state.> Women played a vital role in shaping Indiana. For more on
the contributions of women, explore the resources below.


http://www.in.gov/history/2741.htm
http://www.in.gov/history/2741.htm
http://www.crownhill.org/cemetery/history.html
http://www.in.gov/history/markers/4.htm
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Learn More
To learn more about the Wallace family, visit The General Lew Wallace Study and Museum or read Lew

Wallace’s Autobiography.

Bunkers, Suzanne L. 2001. Diaries of girls and women: a midwestern American sampler. Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press.

Jellison, Katherine. 1993. Entitled to power: farm women and technology, 1913-1963. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press.

Johnson, Yvonne. 2009. Feminist frontiers and gendered negotiations: women who shaped the Midwest.
Kirksville, MO: Truman State University Press.

Lapp, Rachel J., and Anita K. Stalter. 2007. More than petticoats. Helena, MT: TwoDot.

Murphy, Lucy Eldersveld, and Wendy Hamand Venet. 1997. Midwestern women: work, community, and
leadership at the crossroads. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.

!Indiana State Library Genealogy Database: Marriages through 1850. See also Yates Publishing, U.S. and
International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 database. Provo, UT: Ancestry Operations, Inc., 2004, accessed
AncestryLibrary.com.

% 1830 United States Census (Schedule 1), Franklin, IN, Roll 27, page 323, Line 11, accessed AncestryLibrary.com.
3 Wallace, Lew, Lew Wallace; an autobiography. New York: Harper & brothers, 1906, p. 32, accessed GoogleBooks.
4 Wallace, p. 46.

> This narrative was long-standing. Interestingly, Lew Wallace actually remarked on the practice of framing

women’s contributions as merely influence on page 34 of his autobiography: “It often happens that women,
themselves indifferent to the world and its applause, come to enviable places in it through their children.”


http://www.ben-hur.com/home.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=8Zo71B1Lb0MC&printsec=frontcover&vq=mother#v=onepage&q=mother&f=false
http://web.isl.lib.in.us/INMarriages1850/marriages_search.asp
http://content.ancestrylibrary.com/
http://content.ancestrylibrary.com/


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



