Franklin County Cemetery Commission

REC, 1010 Franklin Avenue
SV Brookville, IN 47012
Nap.
INOIApg 2 0 2012 January 11, 2012

Pamela J. Bennett

Indiana Historical Bureau

140 North Senate Avenue, Room 130
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2296

Dear Ms. Bennett:

The Franklin County Cemetery Commission was formed in 2001. Five members were
appointed by the Franklin County Commissioners, October 15, 2001, according to the
provisions of IC 23 14-67-2. The officers of the commission for the year 2011 were as
follows: Donald L. Dunaway, president (term expires 2014) and R. Edward Baker, vice-
president (2016). The other members of the commission are John Estridge (2012),
Patricia Smith (2013) and Julie Schlesselman (2015). All except Julie Schlesselman have
served since October 2001. This letter is the cemetery commission’s report as required by
IC 23-14-67-3.5.

The cemetery commission held eight regular meetings in 2011. No meetings were held in
January, February, June and December.

A total of 127 Department of Natural Resources survey forms have been completed and
submitted to DNR to-date. None were completed in 201 1; however several are in process.
There is estimated to be more than 170 cemeteries within Franklin County with 150
found; 100 or more of these are considered pioneer cemeteries according to the
requirements of IC 23-14-67-1 of Chapter 67, “Care of Cemeteries by Counties.” We will
continue to work on locating more of the small, isolated pioneer cemeteries, make an on-
site assessment, complete the survey forms for them and submit them to DNR-DHPA
when we gather sufficient information.

Since we first received funding in 2004, a total of 67 cemeteries have been restored in the
county by the Cemetery Commission, volunteers and a township trustee. Two other
trustees have provided partial financial support for cemetery restoration and maintenance
in their townships. A total of 1416 cemetery stones have been repaired. Fencing has been
provided for 22 cemeteries and 67 cemeteries have been cleaned

A budget of $21,400 was approved by the County Council for funding the Cemetery
Commission in CY 2011. The budget was used for cleaning and fencing, where needed,
and restoring seven cemeteries: St. John, Highland Township, Hinds, Springfield
Township, Harmony, Bath Township, Stone Church, Blooming Grove Township,
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