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~ AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENTAL MILESTONES

This section includes language milestones for American
Sign Language and English. These include skills for
newborns to 11-year-olds. Each age range gives a skill for
what your child should understand and express. It also
provides information about your child's social and print
skills . Your child's print skills include reading and writing .
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Developmental milestones are the behaviors or skills seen in infants and children as they grow,
learn, and change. There is a typical range in which a child will reach a milestone . Milestones on

most checklists are not when an average child has mastered a skill . It

is when 80-90% of the

children within that age range have mastered the listed skills . Keeping track of milestones can help

identify when your child may need some support (e.g.,

receives any needed supports, the better their outcomes will be.

This resource includes milestones for
spoken English from Standard
Amernican English. It does not address
possible grammar differences that are
present because of dialects. Dialects

are rule-based varations of English.

Your child should look/sound like their
community . This community will
include family, neighborhood friends,
and school friends . Standard American
English is used for reading and wriiting
in Indiana schools .

In this resource, you will see
examples of American  Sign
Language (ASL)provided in print
using gloss . ASL does not have
a print form. It is also not
derived from English. To give
examples of a skill, gloss is used
to represent the signs word for
word . The gloss does not show
the meaning. ASL gloss is
presented in capital letters and
uses symbols to show some
grammar .

Asyour ¢ hi [fisstdteacher, you have an amazing opportunity

language therapy) . The sooner your child

to nurture your ¢ hi

language growth . By taking an active role, parents can help ensure that their child

has all the support they need to develop to their full potential .
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0-3 Months

Language your childunderstands

How your child expresses
thoughts/feelings

Your child will respond to your face and look
attentively at your face (by 3 months).

ASL

Your childwill look inthe
directionthe signeris
pointing.

Your childwill beginto
focus on faces and
hands.

Your childwill beginto
look at the visual
environmentwith
alertness.

Spoken English

Your childwill beginto
search for the source of
a sound.

Your childwill respond
to talking by quieting or
smiling.

Your childwill react
differently to voices,
sounds, and emotions.

Your childwill startle to
sudden noises.

Your childwill quietto a
familiar voice.

Your child will cry to express hunger and/or

anger.

Your child will begin to gurgle, laugh, and smile.

Your child willbring both hands to their mouth.

Your child will express basic feelings and needs.

ASL

Your childwill beginto
play by holding hands
and fingers.

Your childwill beginto

smile to express pleasure.

Your childwill sometimes
lookinthe direction of
movements.

Your childwill beginto
express interest in
movement.

Spoken English

Your childwill beginto
vocalizeto express
pleasure.

Your child will
sometimes vocalizein
response to sounds.
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0-3 Months Social and Print Skills

Your Childodds Social and Pl ayy®&kr IChlki |l dds Print| Sk

Your child will begin to smile and respond to you.

Your child will look at your face and localize you with their :

eyes (by 3 months) . Early exposure

to books is
important! Try
using tummy
time to read
simple board
books to your
child.

Your child will smile in response to your signing/talking

Your child will give a true social smile and/or coo in response
to a familiar face.

Your child will begin to imitate facial movements .

.~ You have begun the exciting journey of watching your
) child grow, leamn, and change! We hope you cherish
the time you have to focus on loving and bonding with
your baby who is deaf or hard of hearing .




3-6 Months

3-6 Months Receptive and Expressive Language Skills

Language your child understands

How your child expresses
thoughts/feelings

Your child willdiscriminate between angry and
fiendly tones and facial expressions; cry in
response to an angry voice/expression.

ASL Spoken English

Your childwill localize a
sound source with a
head or eye tum.

Your childwill followthe
eye gaze and movement
of the signer.

Your childwill attend to
sign presented with slow,
repeated, large
movements.

Your childwill
sometimes respond to
their own name.

Your childwill often
stop cryingin response
to voice.

Your childwill vocalize
when youtalk to them.

Your child will blow raspbenies, coo, yell.

Your child willuse non -verbal means to call
attention to physical needs (e.g., toileting,
hunger).

Your child willuse non
personal reactions
reluctance).

-verbal means to express
(e.g., curosity, sumprise,

Your child will begin to express excitement and
displeasure.

ASL Spoken English

Your childwill voice

Your childwill copy different sounds to

movementsinvolving the

express varied emotions
%rgf’ S (e.g., social intent ,
' protest).
Your childwill

Your childwill babble
with a variety of sounds,
vowels,and consonants.

hand/finger babble (e.g.,
openand close hands,
wiggle fingers, twist
wrists).

Your childwill try to
imitate sounds.

Your childwill vocalize
for needs and wants, in
response to others, and
when alone.

M-6




3-6 Months Social and Print Skills
Your Chil dds Social and Pl ayY&url Clsil dds Print

Your child willengage inplay (e.g., peek-a-boo).

Your child will begin to enjoy finger -plays/finger games.
Your child willimitate facial expressions.

Your child will have joint attention (e.g., lookat an object
with you).

Your child willmaintain eye contact.

Sign/Talk to your baby
throughout the day. Tell
them about your plans,
show them something in
a store window, and ask
them questions. Your
baby will learn and later
respond to you.

‘)
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6-9 Months

Language your child understands

How your child expresses
thoughts/feelings

Your child willlook at atoy you show them.

Your child wil/| | ook att

face.

Your child will begin to show attention to
storytelling/story  -signing.

Your child will respond with gestures to words
(e.g., up, hi ,bye-bye).

ASL Spoken English

Your childwill alertly Your childwill sometimes
track/followthe eye respond to family names,
gaze of a signer. ono,6 and own

Your child will
understand emotions
shown on yourface
(e.g., anger,
fiendliness).

Your childwill enjoy
music or singing.

Your childwill appear to
listento the whole
conversation between
others.

Your child will show objects by holding,
pointing, reaching, or looking at them.

Your child willuse some gestures
head for no).

(e.g., shakes

Your child will smile, make eye contact, and
laugh.

Your child will show they are excited or upset.

Your child willuse language to note the
disappearance of objects (e.g., all gone ).

ASL Spoken English
Your childwill Your childwill appear to
hand/finger babble. 0singo.

Your childwill repeat
consonant -vowel
syllables (e.g., papa).

Your childwill laugh
when seesfingers
approach to tickle.
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6-9 Months Social and Print Skills

Your Chil dodés Soci al an

d Pl ayY8kirl CRil dds Pr

i nt

Your child willuse gesture and/or voiceto initiate contact.

Your child willunderstand communication tum -taking.

Your child will respond to social games (e.g., finger games,
pat-a-cake).

Your child will show a desire to interact with people
(e.g., call out or wave to get attention).

Your child willimitate the movements of others (e.g., nod,
wave, and clap).

Your child will attend to/vocalize and pat pictures.

Your child will begin to share a book with an adult.

Your child willreach for a book.

Your child will put books in their mouth.

. Pages,
Pictures 55 YOu reaq

exprecmated faciaj
sions, Be
. at eye

leve| With your child.
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0-12
Months

Language your childunderstands

How your child expresses
thoughts/feelings

Your child will sometimes give toys/objects on

request.

Your child will sometimes follow simple
commands (e.g., put that down).

Your child willunderstand greetings.

Your child willunderstand about 50 signs

and/or words.
ASL

Your childwill tum their
head to attention -getting
behaviors (e.g., hand
waving, lights flashing).

Your childwill recognize
their own name sign.

Your childwill use a
negative headshake
alone orwith sign.

Your childwill followthe
eye gaze ofthe signer.

Spoken English

Your childwill respond
to vocal intonation.

Your childwill respond
to songs.

Your childwill
understand some object
names.

Your childwill show
increased attention to
speech.

Your child will use first words

mama).

(e.g., bye-bye,

Your child will label objects without adult cues.

Your child will greet others

Your child will copy face
frown, smile).

ASL

Your childwilluse face
movement , gestures,

and/orsignsto  protest.
Your child will
hand/finger babble to

self or others.

Your childwill pointto
self and objectsin the
environment.

Your childwill sign wants
(e.g., MILK, WATER,
MOM, DAD).

(e.g., hi, bye -bye).

movements (e.g.,

Spoken English

Your childwill use
jargon of 4 + syllables
sentence -like structures
without true words.

Your childwill produce
many word -like one -
syllable speechsounds
(e.g., ma, pa).

Your childwill imitate
inflections and rhythms
when vocalizing.

Your childwill use voice
and gestures to express
(e.g., protest, call, tell
feelings, and respond to
others).
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9-12 Months Social and Print Skills

Your Chil dds Soci

and Pl ayY&ur |l Chsil dds Print

Your child will respond to activities by laughing and
repeating the action.

Your child willindicate a desire to change activities

Your child willdirect others by tugging and pushing.

Your child will complete activities with at least two tums.

Your child will enjoy storytelling /story -signing.

Your child will look at books.

Your child will show interest in a familiar story or book.

Your child will attend to repetition of familiar signs
and/or words , songs, and rhymes.

Your child willuse a crayon to make marks on paper.

Introduce pretend play with your
childdos favorite d

Include it in your conversations

and your play. For
wants to play, too. Can sheroll the
ball with us?G¢d
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12-15
Months

Language your childunderstands

How your child expresses
thoughts/feelings

Your child will point to self on request.

Your child will follow one  -step directions.

Your child willidentify pictures/objects on
request.

Your child willbegin to answer  where and what

guestions.
ASL Spoken English

Your childwill
understand new words.

Your childwill recognize
their own name sign.

Your childwill recognize
the name signs of family
members.

Your childwill search for
objectsnamed verbally
that are notinthe room.

Your childwill identify
an objectfrom a group.

Your child willuse a single sign/word + a
gesture/point.

Your child willimitate new signs/words.

ASL Spoken English

Your childwill continue
to use jargon with more
true words developing.

Your childwill use name
signs to refer to others.

Your child will sign wants Your childwill use up to
(e.g., SLEEPY,HUNGRY, | 7 spokenwords all the
THIRSTY) time.

Your childwill produce
signs that have the

simple handshapes of C,
A'S, 1,5

Your childwill pause
and use intonationwhen
producing jargon.

Your childwill use
gestures to communicate
(e.g., COME HERE).

Your childwill produce
early consonants: b, m,
n,t, d, w.
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Your Chil dds S

oci al

a

n

d Pl ayy&ur ICli | débs Print

Your child willimitate actions of others.

Your child willtake tums as language develops.

Your child willinvolve others by showing things during play.

Your child willuse pointing, reaching, and single words to

request.

Your child will begin to use signs/words to
(my-t ur n, omi neo) .

request a tum

Your child will scribble with a crayon or pencil.

Build on whatyour child says. If
they say/ sign o0ba
g,

oOoThat ds your b
sign, BALL (big) RED, YOUR.
P

&/
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