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1. Septic Permit obtained prior to construction of a structure: This allows for the Putnam County Planning and Building Department and the Putnam County Health Department to work together to prevent installations without permitting or prevents homes from not having proper sewage disposal. This will assist in mitigating public health hazards in Putnam County and prevent improper disposal of sewage. 
2. Contractor registration and Certification Requirements: Having this requirement will assist with protecting homeowners and preventing public health hazards by ensuring contractors have met certain criteria and level of understanding for installation of onsite sewage systems. This will reduce incorrect installations or failed installations. Contractor registration fee will be minimal and will be included in our fee schedule. 
3. Minimum of 3 soil profile evaluations: Requiring 3 soil evaluations within the area of the absorption field allows us to capture what the soil is like throughout the absorption field instead of just one area. Soil can change in an area, so it is important to capture the entire area to be able to design the system for the best functionality for the homeowners. 
4. Operating Permits for Holding Tanks: Holding tanks are newly allowed to be installed for a permanent waste disposal option. This requires the local health department to ensure compliance with IC 16-41-25-9 for the lifetime of the holding tank. Having operating permits will assist with mitigating potential health hazards and continued monitoring of the holding tanks. This will allow for the holding tank to be re-assessed every two years to monitor the condition of the septic tank, ensure proper maintenance of the highwater alarm, and ensure compliance with IC 16-41-25-9. 
5. Reconnection to OSS: This requires that the property owner provide verification that there is an onsite sewage system that is not in failure and meets the size requirements of Rule 410 IAC 6-8.3. This allows for the local health department to continue to prevent health hazards by requiring new structures have a functioning onsite sewage system that meets Rule 410 IAC 6-8.3 and sized to meet their proposed project. Not having a system sized to meet the minimum requirements for a project could cause system failure through hydraulic overload. 
6. Enforcement: Without enforcement it is hard for the Putnam County Health Department to ensure compliance with the rules/regulations for sewage disposal. If sewage disposal is not done in an environmentally safe manner, then concerns for public health, water supplies, and bodies of water in Indiana are at risk. Having procedures for enforcement outlined, creates uniformity in how violations are addressed. 
