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Rural Community Health Survey

This presentation summarizes responses to 6 open-ended questions
from the Rural Community Health Survey.

Respondents included healthcare providers, community members,
local health departments, elected officials, and nonprofit
organizations across Indiana. The analysis identifies recurring
workforce-related challenges, quantifies their frequency, and

highlights regional and demographic differences in recruitment and
retention strategies.
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Health Care Access

“What changes would make it easier for you or your community to get the care you need? What
else would you like to tell us about accessing healthcare in your community?”

Healthcare Access Survey Question Response - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts

Access to Affordable Healthy Food |INEEE—S e, 3 12
Transportation Barriers I 2 7 6
Health Education & Literacy I 24 1
Access to Local Providers / Clinics I
Mental Health Services I 198
Physical Activity Infrastructure (trails, gyms, parks) I 1582
Preventive Screenings & Early Detection I 161
Smoking / Vaping Cessation I 139
Affordable Insurance / Medication INIIIIINGEGEGGGEGE
Community-Based Programs (gardens, outreach, CHWs I 118
Youth & School-Based Prevention I 102
Holistic / Lifestyle-Based Care I 9 1
Cultural Competency & Language Acces NN 76
Mobile Clinics / Home-Based Services I 64
Environmental Health (air, water, pollution) I
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Healthcare Access Survey Question Response - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by County Size
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“What changes
would make it easier
for you or your
community to get
the care you need?
What else would you
like to tell us about
accessing healthcare
in your community?”




Healthcare Access Survey Question Response - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by Responder Type
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Chronic Disease Prevention

“What else would you like to tell us about preventing chronic disease in your community?”

Chronic Disease Prevention Survey Question Response - Top ldentified Themes and Response Counts

Access to Affordable Healthy Food
Transportation Barriers
Health Education & Literacy
Access to Local Providers / Clinics I NEGEGTINGEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEEEEEE 2 29
Mental Health Services I 198
Physical Activity Infrastructure (trails, gyms, parks) IENERERERENEEGEGEG_—_—, 182
Preventive Screenings & Early Detection I 161
Smoking / Vaping Cessation I, 139
Affordable Insurance / Medication (I 127
Community-Based Programs (gardens, outreach, CHWs I
Youth & School-Based Prevention [N 102
Holistic / Lifestyle-Based Care I © 1
Cultural Competency & Language Acces INIIEIEGIGING—G— 7 6
Mobile Clinics / Home-Based Services ININIGNGTGTGNGNG ¢4
Environmental Health (air, water, pollution) INEEEEEE
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Chronic Disease Prevention Survey Question Response - Top ldentified Themes and Response Counts by
County Size
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Chronic Disease Prevention Survey Question Response - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts
by Responder Type
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Other Beneficial Services Survey Question Responses - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts

Theme

Brick-and-Maortar Clinics / Urgent Care

Maore Local Providers (Doctors, Murses, EMTs)

Transportation Services

Mental Health Services (including in-home)
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Telehealth / Virtual Clinics / Remote Monitoring
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Mutrition, Cooking, and Lifestyle Education

|

Community Health Workers / Peer Support

h

Workforce Retention / Provider Shortages

Specialty Care Access (OB, Pediatrics, etc.)
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Other Beneficial Services Survey Question Responses - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by County

Counts (Breakdown by County Size) *
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Counts (Breakdown by Responder Type) :

Other Beneficial Services Survey Question Responses - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by
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Approaches to Care

Approaches to Care Survey Question Responses - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts
Theme
Maobile Clinics 198
Home Visits 142
School-Based Health Centers 121
Telehealth / Virtual Care
Transportation Barriers
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Access to Specialists (I NG 72
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Community Health Workers / Peer Support [ IININININIEIDN ::
Flexible Hours / After-Hours Care NI 1
Health Education / Literacy NI -
Affordability / Insurance Barriers | NG -
Broadband / Internet Access NEGTNGEE :1
Pharmacy / Medication Access | INNNENENELEIDEGEGEE :7
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Approaches to Care Survey Question Responses - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by County Size

County Size
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Approaches to Care Survey Question Responses - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by Responder Type
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Other Ideas

Other Ideas Survey Question Response - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts

Theme

Transportation Access

Provider Recruitment & Retention

Affordable / Transparent
Healthcare

Mental Health & Substance Use
Services
Mobile Clinics / Home-Based Care 211

Community Health Workers / Peer
Support

Telehealth & Broadband Access

Health Education & Literacy

Insurance Reform / Medicaid
Access

School-Based & Youth Health
Programs

139

Preventive & Holistic Care Models 127

Culturally Competent / 102
Language-Accessible Care

Food Access & Nutrition Support 91

Emergency & Urgent Care 84
Infrastructure

OB/GYN & Maternal Health Access 72

248
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271

"“What other
ideas do you
have to make
Indiana’s rural
healthcare
system better?”
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Other Ideas Survey Question Response - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by County Size
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Other Ideas Survey Question Response - Top Identified Themes and Response Counts by Responder
Type
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