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Gov. Holcomb to present Purple Heart and dog tag to Indianapolis woman on behalf of her late husband

Vietnam War veteran Donnie Prine died in 2013 

INDIANAPOLIS- Gov. Eric J. Holcomb will present an Indianapolis woman and her family with her late husband’s Purple Heart and recovered dog tag in a ceremony Tuesday, Sept. 29. Due to social distancing requirements, this will be a small family-focused event. Media are welcome afterwards, however, outside the Capitol building’s west entrance lawn where representatives of IDVA and the family will be available. Photos of the governor’s presentation will also be available for media.
What: 

Purple Heart and Dog Tag Presentation

When:

Tuesday, September 29, 2020 @ 2:45 p.m.

Where:

Indiana State Capitol; outside west entrance

Who: 

Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs; family of Donnie Prine

Donnie Prine was injured during combat in the Vietnam War and lost a dog tag while having his wounds attended to during battle. The dog tag was recently found by a local Vietnamese woman and given to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, a group working in Vietnam to find, identify and return the remains of MIA Vietnam War veterans. 
Staff at the Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs (IDVA), also discovered Mr. Prine, who died in 2013, was never awarded his Purple Heart for his service in Vietnam. Mr. Prine’s family will receive both Purple Heart and the dog tag at the ceremony in Gov. Holcomb’s office. 

“It is an honor to recognize an Indiana veteran who paid such a high price for our freedom,” Governor Holcomb said.  “While we wish we could thank Mr. Prine in person for his noble service to our country, we very much look forward to the opportunity to honor him by presenting his Purple Heart and returning this dog tag to his family who will cherish them for years to come.”  

“The IDVA staff worked hard to locate the necessary documentation and apply for Mr. Prine’s Purple Heart medal because we knew it was extremely important to return the medals and give Mr. Prine the recognition and honor he deserves,” said Dennis Wimer, director of the Indiana Department of Veterans Affairs (IDVA).

*Social distancing and masks will be required by all who attend. 
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