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Commission Meeting Minutes

General Information and Reviews

Pledge of Allegiance    







      

Roll Call 
· Present for meeting: Chairman Steuterman, Director Wimer, Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Kendall, COL DeRue, Mr. Coley, Mr. Leirer, and Mr. Gullion 
· Absent for meeting: Sen Mrvan, Sen Tomes, and Rep Zent

Old Business:



Approval of previous Commission Meeting Minutes.  Leirer motion to approve, Wimer second.     

                        Motion passed.
Mike Aichele, Military Family Relief Fund Update


· In calendar year 2020, there were 728 total MFRF applications - 188 approved, 383 denied, and 157 closed out.

· Total MFRF monies expended in calendar year 2020 - $295,000.
· Of the 728 total MFRF applications in calendar year 2020, 370 of them were COVID-19 MFRF applications - 103 approved, 195 Denied, and 72 Closed out.   

· Total Expended for COVID-19 MFRF in calendar year 2020 - $138,601.
· During calendar year 2020, there were 59 requests for over $2,500 in MFRF monies that were considered by the Commission Taskforce Concerning MFRF Matters – 1 request denied by the Commission Taskforce, $100,681.10 awarded, $1,735.88 Average.

Mike Aichele, Grants for Veterans’ Services







· $879,750 awarded to 13 grantees for the period of performance February 1, 2020 through January 31, 2020. 
· $418,332.32 expended as of January 29, 2021; fourth quarter reports are not due until the period of performance is completed.
· IDVA awarded seven GVS grants for approximately $125,000 for the period of performance February 1, 2021 through June 30, 2021.  
· Once the budget bill passes for fiscal year 2022, IDVA will determine the amount of GVS funds to be awarded.    

· The Solicitation for a new GVS award will be posted in the spring with a start date of July 1, 2021. 

· The Notice of Intent to Amend the GVS Rule has been filed with the Legislative Services Agency and is docketed as LSA Document #20-632.   

New Business  

Dennis Wimer, Legislative Update





· HBOT bill (Senate Bill 091) – Seeks to prevent the reversion of the HBOT funds.  This is important because all of the funds could not be expended due to COVID-19. Also seeks to make it easier to bring on more hospitals by eliminating language requiring the HBOT treatments to be successful in order for the hospital to be reimbursed. 
· Budget bill – In some areas it is the same as recent years. Originally, all executive branch state agencies had their budgets cut by 15% for the next 2 years. Some of that has been restored.  IDVA anticipates granting approximately $850,000 through the GVS program.   

· SB316 – Would remove certain MFRF eligibility requirements and amends the tuition and fee exemption appeal timing language. 

· MFRF - Seeks to remove the military connectedness requirement, one-year of service requirement, and wartime service requirement.
· MFRF - Would allow IDVA to make a determination on an incomplete application.  
· MFRF Administrative costs - Utilize up to 15% of the branch license plate revenue to support the growth of the fund. The Commission would govern the use of the 15% by amending the current MFRF Administrative Rule.  

· MFRF - Seeks to open up the fund to some veteran who received other than honorable discharges. The Commission would guide this process; may consider utilizing the same process of Federal VA when they review other than honorable discharges.   

· Tuition and Fee Exemption – Currently, the Indiana Code says an appeal has to be done in 15 days.  If passed, SB316 would change 15 days to 45 days with one exception - if appeal is right before a semester starts. 

Joe Devito, Disclosure of Discharge Records by County Recorders
· New law required IDVA to create a process for County Recorder’s Offices to disclose military discharge records.  IDVA has created a new electronic system that will allow electronic requests for military discharge records from county recorders.  
· The new electronic system allows the requestor to log onto the IDVA website, complete a simple application, and then go to the County Recorder’s Office to obtain the documentation.


Joy Grow, Indiana Veterans Home

· All units are now green except for one.  
· Nine active cases of COVID-19 currently.  No new positive tests this week.   
· Of the 110 residents that have tested positive, 23 have passed away and 78 have fully recovered.  
· 70 Indiana Veterans’ Home employees have tested positive for COVID-19; 5 are currently in the process of recovering.  
· The Indiana National Guard has been on site at the Indiana Veterans’ Home assisting with documentation and reporting regarding COVID-19 testing.
Gabrielle J. Owens, Tuition and Fee Exemption Appeals

· Scholar ID

· Petitioner attended the hearing telephonically.

· Petitioner presented his case.

· IDVA presented IDVA’s case.

· Coley motion to deny appeal, Caldwell seconds. 
· Motion did not pass.

· Based upon a question from Leirer, the hearing was re-opened to allowed for additional testimony from Petitioner. 
· Leirer motion to approve appeal, Kendall seconds.

· Motion passed in favor of Petitioner.
Gabrielle J. Owens, Compliance Monitoring Update



· The IDVA Compliance Monitoring Team is currently monitoring five veteran service organization grantees and the 13 GVS grantees.   

· One onsite compliance monitoring visit has been completed.  
· IDVA would like to have the GVS grants monitored by May 1, 2021.
· Every grantee will receive an on-site compliance monitoring visit and a document containing the compliance monitoring findings and recommendations.  

Public Comment 

No public comment
IDVA Reports

Director Wimer, IDVA
· This is annual review time, which affords Director Wimer the opportunity to look back at IDVA for the past year.  IDVA has accomplished many things during the past year.  
· Division Reports 





· Pre-reads sent ahead of time. 
· No objection to moving the July meeting to Tuesday July 13, 2021.
Adjournment 3:05





 

Next meetings






Date


Location
Friday April 16, 2021


TBD

Friday July 13, 2021


TBD

Friday October 8, 2021


TBD
All times are 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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