


































 

Allison G. Harrison 
5934 Juniper Avenue 
Gary, IN  46403  
(219) 938-8847 

Dear Ms. Russo: 

Thank you so much for taking the time to listen to me and my husband's concerns about the 

property taxes we recently received.   We have been living here for twenty (20) years and paying 

taxes...while making improvements on our home.  Last year we found ourselves in this same 

situation, but there was a big difference.  My husband was still working, and I had been laid-off 

for almost a year.  We paid the taxes, even though they were nearly double the amount we paid 

previously.  The problem is that we are using our retirement funds to stay afloat until something 

positive happens to stop this downward spiral.  We cannot take another blow to our finances. 

This letter is to express  our concern with the pending DUAB vote, on 4-26-10,  for approval of 

additional monies requested  by the City of Gary, IN.  Please note that we do not agree with the 

City's request because the burden of financial  reimbursement to the DUAB falls 

disproportionately on the citizens in the Miller District.  We reside in the Miller District in Gary 

and our property tax increased over $1,600.00 dollars, as a result of the DUAB approval of 

additional money, for the 2008 pay 2009 tax year.   

As you are aware, these are tough economic times for most people.  Therefore, we understand 

why the City is unable to collect 100% of the property tax, but it is not fair for the City to expect 

the citizens who are paying taxes to make up the difference by increasing our property tax.   

In addition, over the years,  the City has routinely abused the City operating budget with 

excessive spending practices that were not warranted nor necessary to conduct City business.  

This situation is unfortunate for all parties involved.  Besides, the City of Gary needs to learn to 

budget their expenses and operate within that budget.  Please forward our concerns to the 

Distressed Unit Appeals Board. 

Sincerely, 

 

Allison G. Harrison 

 


