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1.0 MANAGER’S SUMMARY OCTOBER 2021 

 Demolition has begun on the Lew Wallace building.   The demolition company is diligently 
working on this project and has committed to saving several pallets of bricks that we will 
be giving out to the community members in the near future. 

 Our district is hosting its first in person fine arts program on Nov. 13th for the community.  
The tickets are free and we have distributed close to 2,000 tickets thus far.  We are excited 
to see our students back in action! 

 We are expanding our CTE radio programming with the addition of a new radio 
broadcaster.  The students will be working side-by-side with the broadcaster doing 
podcasts, interviews and holiday readings.   

 We are working on next years school calendar and will be discussing with the union to get 
their input in the next few weeks.  We hope to have it solidified and presented by January 
1. 

 We hosted a district-wide trunk or treat for the school community.  It was a great success 
and we had a strong participation from families and staff. 

 Our district is working with the Gary Literacy Coalition.  They are going to be reading to our 
elementary students as well as providing books.   

 We have partnered with Purdue to enable them to bring in their students for pre-service 
hours in the area of school counseling.  
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2.0 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) FOR OCTOBER 

2021 

1. Buses haven’t been picking up kids in Glen Park, is there someone I could speak to? 

If you ever have bus issues, please reach out to the transportation office at (219) 881-5426 

2. I need to transfer my student and return her laptop. 

Please request the transfer with the school directly and return the laptops to the school as 
well. The phone number is 219-980-6326. 

3. I think the district should consider hiring some in school therapist. Not one, but several. 

Students are adjusting to returning to school after a year and a half, lacking the coping skills 

to manage anger, and more recently grieving the loss of a classmate last week (which has 

not been acknowledged by school adults). 

There are behavioral therapists at every school in the District. More than one. Many thanks for 
your suggestion. 

4. Can you please advise me on what the scholars who have dual-credit classes at IUN are 

supposed to do? 

Please contact West Side Leadership Academy directly. Your student's counselor should be 
able to assist. scooper@garyschools.org or shamblin@garyschools.org. 

5. I have 2 kids in GMS. Just a thought. I  really want them to stay home wasn't ready for them 

to really go back. What if they do the few days a week and virtual like last year? 

We will make note of your suggestion. At this time, we are in-person. We do have a virtual 
option that is evaluated on a case-by-case basis. It isn't live instruction, so your scholars will 
have to be very independent in their assignments. The information/application can be found 
here: https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/virtual-school-2021-2022/ 

6. When will the district show COVID data on the website like other schools have done 

The district does weekly updates of COVID cases that are now listed on our website. Visit 
GarySchools.org for the updates. 

7. When do the 1st report cards come out?  

https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/GCSC-School-Calendar-2021-
2022-final.pdf 

 

mailto:shamblin@garyschools.org
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/virtual-school-2021-2022/
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/GCSC-School-Calendar-2021-2022-final.pdf
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/GCSC-School-Calendar-2021-2022-final.pdf
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8. For seniors who didn't take ID pictures, can they use their schedule?  

All high school students are required to have an ID to enter the building. The ID pictures were 
taken during orientation and the first few weeks of school. If your student doesn’t have an ID, 
she/he can go to the main office to obtain one.  

9. How are we addressing the fighting in the schools?  

The alternative program has started. Over 110 students have been enrolled to address both 
academic and behavioral issues. We are pleased to report that there have not been any fights 
in the past 4 weeks.  

10. What are we doing to engage the parents? 

The District continues to create many opportunities to connect parents with the things 
happening in the school community. On a school level, the FACE Liaisons are creating 
parenting workshops as well as the parent center at each school is accessible for parents 
during the school day.  

The district hosts monthly community forums. Every 2nd Monday, our Manager is at J’s 
Breakfast Club at 10:00 a.m. to address the community. Also, once a month, the FACE 
Coordinator Mrs. Milsap hosts a roundtable discussion with parents. Please reach out to the 
FACE Liaison at your child’s school for more opportunities to get involved. 

11. Parents don't feel welcome to come in.  

Parents are welcome in the buildings. Because of the ongoing pandemic, we have to follow 
safety measures while in the building. Volunteers opportunities are limited at this time, but do 
indeed welcome parental involvement. 

12. The food being served is a concern. (Quality, nutritional value) 

We have a meeting with the head of the food vendor to address the concerns we’ve heard 
around the food. It has been a food shortage due to the pandemic, but we ensure you that we 
are doing our best to provide options for our scholars. More menu options are forthcoming. 

13. Do we have therapists in the schools?  

We have a partnership with Edgewater and other programs that provide access to more than 
a dozen therapists outside the district as well as behavioral specialists and counselors onsite in 
every building. 
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14. Are we soliciting to local people for contracts and jobs?  

Yes, all contracts with the district are publicized in the local newspaper, sent directly to the 
Gary Chamber of Commerce and are posted on our website. In addition, the District has 
adopted a measure that gives preference to local vendors. 

15. Are we doing field trips? 

Field trips are being planned with close attention being payed to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Recently, 9 field trips were approved by our Manager for schools throughout the district.  
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3.0 CURRICULUM REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2021 

 PSAT testing has been successfully completed at the middle schools and high school 
(Grades 8, 10 and 11) 

 Gear Up will be sponsoring two PSAT/SAT PD sessions for teachers and administrators on 
reading reports and how to use the data to inform instruction. 

 A Culinary Teacher has been hired for CTE and we will soon have our Criminal Justice 
teacher in place. 

 Virtual Career Days have begun across the district Elementary and Secondary.  Students 
are exploring career ideas. 

 Lit Literacy After School program has started and addressed literacy loss through hip hop 
music and Flocabulary. 

 The PBIS reward system to support positive climate and cultures in our schools has been a 
focus for all of our schools.   

 Naviance has been purchased and will be available to high school students shortly (We will 
purchase middle next year) 

 Students will take the ASVAB tests at the high school this month. 

 ISTEP Retake for 12th graders starts this week. 

 Bullying Prevention assemblies took place in all middle schools and at the high school. 

 Cyber Safety talks occurred for all middle and high school students. 

 The Gary Literacy Coalition will be reading to the students in grades K-2 at all schools on 
11/11/21.  All the students in K-2 will receive a free take-home book. 

 The Early Intervention Grant for grades K-2 was submitted for each elementary school. 

 We held our first district-wide Technology Board meeting at the end of October. 

 Bullying Prevention discussions took place at all elementary schools. 

 K-8 Students have completed IREADY diagnostic testing.   

 MTSS trainings were held for all teachers in October. 

 We are successfully implementing PLTW Launch Programs in all elementary schools.   

 We submitted the applications for STEM Certification for Bailly Middle School, Glen Park 
Academy and Beveridge Elementary in October. 
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