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1.0 MANAGER’S SUMMARY SEPTEMBER 2021 

 The district has hosted several parent focus meetings.   The special education department 
held a parent meeting on IEP’s, how to read your students IEP, knowing your rights as a 
parent, how to access help, etc.  We also had a student ambassador meeting in which 
students worked together with staff to discuss how to implement ideas that the student 
body had for positive initiatives and leadership opportunities for the students within the 
school.   

 I held a focus meeting with a group of pastors from the community as well.  The pastors 
are working diligently with us to help with mentoring, reading messages from the pulpit on 
Sundays and continuing to drive the students in the vans to and from school every day.  
We appreciate all of their help and support! 

 Our school district continues to be part of the Northwest Insurance Trust consortium.  I 
serve as the President of the Trust currently.  The trust recently met and it was voted on by 
the members to increase the rates this year by 3%.   This is far below the state and 
national average of rate increases for health insurance.  The trust is in a very healthy and 
stable position financially and are in conversations with two additional school districts who 
are seeking application to join the trust currently.   

 The district is working hard to preserve and honor all of the legacy from the schools to 
showcase in the surge at West Side High School.  We are developing a “Hall of Fame” that 
will allow us to display many of the great trophies, plaques and pictures from over the 
years for the students and community to see.  We are seeking community input in the 
process as it evolves.  
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2.0 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) FOR 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

1. I think the district should consider hiring some in school therapist. Not one, but several. 
Students are adjusting to returning to school after a year and a half, lacking the coping skills to 
manage anger, and more recently grieving the loss of a classmate last week (which has not been 
acknowledged by school adults). 
There are behavioral therapists at every school in the District are in place to help students with 
their return to in-person learning. 
 
2. It is absolutely ridiculous what this school is serving children for lunch. I know the staff 
doesn’t eat the food so why serve it to the students.  
We have shared the concerns with our vendor Sodexo, which is addressing the matter. Thank you 
for raising your voice. Sodexo has since responded with additional food offerings for students. 
 
3. Can you please advise me on what the scholars that have dual-credit classes at IUN is 
supposed to do? 
Please contact West Side Leadership Academy directly. Your student's counselor should be able to 
assist You may them via email at scooper@garyschools.org or shamblin@garyschools.org. 
 
4. I have 2 kids in GMS. Just a thought. I really want them to stay home wasn't ready for them 
to really go back. What if they do the few days a week and virtual like you all did last year. 
We will make note of your suggestion. At this time, we are in-person. We do have a virtual option 
that is evaluated on a case by case basis. Please note that the instruction is not live, so your 
scholars will have to be very independent and diligent in their assignments. The 
information/application can be found here: https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/virtual-school-2021-
2022/ 
 
5. When will the district show COVID data on the website like other schools have done? 
The information lives on our website under the COVID tab.  
 
6. When does the 1st report card come? 
The information can be found on the school calendar found online. 
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/GCSC-School-Calendar-2021-2022-
final.pdf 
 
7. My name is Rich Paskash and I am a Lew Wallace Alumni, class of '66. Many Alumni are 
wondering and asking when our school will be torn down. So, I'd like to ask the GCSC if a 
contract has been awarded and if so, when can we expect demolition? 
 

mailto:shamblin@garyschools.org
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/virtual-school-2021-2022/
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/virtual-school-2021-2022/
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/GCSC-School-Calendar-2021-2022-final.pdf
https://www.garycsc.k12.in.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/GCSC-School-Calendar-2021-2022-final.pdf
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Good morning. The District pushed out the below communication regarding Lew Wallace 
Demolition on July 29th. The bid approval process takes place this month and demolition will 
begin in October. Many thanks for your inquiry. Find regular updates on our website at 
GarySchools.org- CW 
 
https://conta.cc/2UZA2TV 
 

  

https://conta.cc/2UZA2TV
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3.0 CURRICULUM REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2021 

The current school year has begun.  We are excited to be in person because we believe that 
students learn best in person though we will always prioritize safety.  
 

 Science/Social Studies Book Adoption:  We will begin the process soon to adopt for 
Science and Social Studies curriculum.  We will follow the same RFP process and garner 
teacher input and support all along the process. 

 Early College Implementation/Creation:  A team of high school leaders including teachers, 
counselors, school and district administrators will participate in training to bring this 
intensive accelerated program to our high school.   

 After School Learning Grant:  Our district is partnered with a community group for after 
school learning opportunities.  Our students will begin to participate in additional learning 
opportunities. 

 Professional Development:  We have committed to continual professional development 
for our teachers and staff.  A week ago, we conducted training on the following topics: 

Small Group Instruction 
The 90-minute Reading Block 
Our new ELA curriculum 
CoTeaching 
SEL supports 

Additional training will take place this month where we continue to expand staff 
development.  

 STEM Certification: Beveridge Elementary and Glen Park Academy are participating in STEM 
Certification.  Bailly Stem Academy is also working toward certification this month.  

 PSAT:  Our students in grades 8 through 11 will be eligible to take the PSAT this month. 

 Gary Digital Academy:  In response to family requests for virtual instruction, we have 
reprised our Gary Digital Academy.  Elementary students will receive instruction from 
certified teachers.  Students have school issued devices, math and reading materials and will 
follow a regular school schedule five days a week including music, art and gym lessons.  We 
are excited to offer such a high quality educational experience to our students.   
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